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'URING the various vicillitude^ artd fall of the 
Empire of the Weft, the imperfe£t annals of the Eaft 
prefent to us the njames of Zeno, Anaftaflus, and Juf- 
tin, ^ho fucceifively afcended the throne of Conftanti- 
nople. Italy, in that period, revived and flourifhed 
under a Gothic king, whofe fame and merit entitles 
him to rank among the bed and bravefl: of the Roman 
princes. 

Theodoric, the Oftrogoth, defcended from the royal 

line of Amali^ was bom in the neighbourhood of Vi- 

"Vai-II. B cnna. 
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cnna, two years after the death of Attila. The Oftro- 
goths, after their victory over the fons of the Scythian 
monarch, by the counfels of the .three brothers, Wala- 
mir, Theodemrr, and Widimir, had. pitched their habi- 
tations in th« fertile province of Panonia. The Huns, 
who ftill threatened their revolted fubjefts, were re- 
pelled by the fingle forces of Walamir j [a, d. 455*3 
and the news of this vidory reached the camp of The-v 
odemir, on the aufpicious moment that his favourite 
concubine was delivered of Theodoric. 

Theodemir reluctantly yielded his fon, when only in 
the eighth year of his age, as the pledge of an alliancer 
purchafed by Leo, the Emperor of the Eaft. The 
royal hoftage was educated at .ConftantinopIe> with 
care and tendernefs ; his body was formed to all the. 
exercifes of war, and his mind was expanded by liberal 
converfation ; but the Gothic youth difdained the ac*- 
quifition gf fciejoce ; and the illiterate king of ^taly, to 
reprefent hf^ ffgoaiur^^ had t^^ four j^f ft letters of hi^ 
i^ame luffulhci on a gold pkte ; an.d whea it was 
fixed on the paper, he drew his pen through the inter- 
vals. At t^e age of eigl)t,een, kp was r,e(Jorejd by J-eo, 
to the wiflies of the Ollrogoths. Walamir, in this ifli- 
ferval, had fallen in battle; Widimir had le4 ii^to It^ly 
and pavil^ an army of barbarians ; ^ifd ibe xi^tioa of 
the Oftrogpths acknowledged TheocJ^mir as their fole 
xnpparch^ th& ferocious Barbarians admired the 
Arepgjth and ftature of their young Pripc;e ; ^d the 
fame of Tbeodoric was ellabliihed by his early and 
adiye valour j at fhe l^ead of fi:jc;jbpufand fojlowers, 
he defcended the Danub.e as far a$ Bel^rade^ apd ^e- 
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turiidl to the camp of hi« father with die £pdU of a 
Sarmadan kmg^ whom he had .vanquiAed and flavi« 
But the fnartial exploits of Theodoric contributed not 
to relieve the diftrefs of the Oftrogoths, who were 
compelled by the wants of clothing and food to defert 
their Pannonian encampnienr, and to advance intatht 
neighbourhood of the Byzantine Court. After fome 
afts of hoftiljty, their alliance was purchafed by a do- 
native of lands and money j and they were entrufted 
With the defence of the lower Danube^ under the com- 
mand of Theodoric, who^ on the death of his father^ 
had fucceeded to the throne^ 

On the death of Leo, who diOionoured his reign by 
the ungrateful murder of Afpar and his fons, the inhe* 
ritance of the Eaft devolved on his grandfon, the 
offspring of his daughter Ariadne aiid her (faurian 
huiband, who changed the barbarous name of Trafca*- 
liffeus, for the Greek appellation of Zeno» The father 
was foon elevated to the fecond rank of the empire ; 
and the premature death of his infant fon, {]a. d. 474.3 
as it conduced to gratify hh ambition, excited the 
public fufpkion» Verina, the widow of Leo, inflamed 
the paiQons of the populace againfl: the unnatural pa- 
f ent. Zeno retired with precipitation into the tnoun** 
Cains of [i^uria; and the fuccefsful Verina beftowed 
the purple on her brother Bafilifcus, who had already 
rendered himfelf infamous by the African expedition* 
Bafilifcus prefumed to aflaflinat^ the )over of his pa^ 
tronefs, and to offend the paramour of his wife. 2^o 
was recalled from exile by the malecontents ; thecaufe 
imd peribn of Bafilifcus ^were betrayed; and theui^ 

B 2 happy 
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happy ufiirper, with his whole fagitly, was condetnaed 
by the conqueror to perish by cold and hunger. The 
haughty fpirit of Verina was ftill incapable of repofe ; 
ihe provoked new rebellions in Syria and Egypt, and 
perfifted to the laft hour of her life in civil commotion ; 
her turbulent difpofition was contrafted with the mild 
virtues of her daughter Ariadne ; who followed Zeiio 
into exile ; [a. o. 491.3 and after his reftoration and 
death, beftowed her hand and the imperial title on 
AnaftafiuSj an aged domeftic of the palace, whole 
merit was attefted by the acclamations of the people^ 
*^ reign as you have lived." 

Zeno had profufely lavilhed on Theodoric every fa- 
vour imperial power could beftow ; the rank of patri- 
cian and conful, the command of the palatine troops, 
an immenfe treafure, and the promife of a rich and 
honourable wife. The abilities of the fon of TheodC'* 
mir long fupported the caufe of his benefador i the 
arms of the Walamirs, as they were called, had con- 
tributed to the reftoration of the huiband of Ariadne } 
but the faithful fervant was converted into a formidable 
enemy ^ and his own inclinations for peace were forced 
to give way to the clamours of a ferocious people ; 
over whom he reigned, rather as a minifte'r, than a 
king; and whofe unbroken fpirit was impfitient of 
flavery or infult. 

Theodoric had been tempted by the fallacious pro- 
mifes of tl)e Byzantine court to aittack a confederate 
tribe of the Goths, who had been engaged in the pajrty 
of Bafilifcus : but the fupport and fupplies which had 
bc^n promifed him by the Imperial minifteirs. were 

with- 
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withheld ; and the (on of Theodemir was betrayed by 
the perfidy of his guides among the rocks and preci" 
pices of Mount Sondis, in Thrace. From a neigh- 
bouring height his rival, Theodoric, the fonof Triarius, 
harangued the difcontented camp of the Walamirs. 
** Are you ignorant/' exclaimed he, " that it is the 
*^*confl:ant policy of the Romans to deftroy the Goth« 
" by each others fwords ? Are you infenfible that the 
^^ vidor in this unnatural conted will be expofed» and 
** juftly expofed, to jheir implacable revenge? Where 
** are thofe warriors, my kinfmen and thy own, whofe 
^* widows now lament that their lives were facrificed to 
** thy rafli ambition ? Where is the wealth which thy 
•* foldiers poffeffed, when they were firft allured from 
^^ their native homes, to enlift under thy ftandard ? 
** Each of them was then mafter of three or four 
** horfes i they now follow thee on foot like flaves, 
*^ through the deferts of Thracd ; thofe men who were 
*' tempted by the hope of meafuring gold with a bufliel: 
** thofe brave men who are as free and as noble as thy- 
" felf.** Such language was calculated to enflame 
the paffions of the Goths ; and th^ fon of Theodemir, 
apprehenfive of being deferted, was compelled to em- 
brace his brethren, and efpoufe their revolt. 

The accidental death of the fon of Triarius, who 
foon after, as he was riding in his own camp, was 
thrown from his horfe on the point of a fpear, united 
the Gothic nation under the fupremacy of the royal fa- 
mily of Amali j but the wealth of the Eaft was un- 
equal to the fupport of their joint forces j the fubjecls 
9f Theodoric expreffed their murmurs that they werq 
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Axpofed in frozen huts to intolerable harcHhtp^i wfnfe 
tficir king was diffolved In the hixur y of Greece. The 
fiigactoQS fon of Theodcmir wasfenfible of their dit 
content } and to avert the akemative of becoming the 
champion, or enemy of hiV cotitttryitten, embraced ail 
entefprife worthy of his courage, aticf addreffed the 
Emperor in the following words :-*-^*^ Although ydur 
•^ fenrant is maintained in affluentc By yodr liberah'ty^ 
•^ gracioufly Irften to the wifhes of my heart ! Italy, the 
•* inheritance of your predeceffors, and Rome itfclf,the 
^* head and miftrefs of the world, now fluctuate under 
** the violence and oppreffiori of Odoacer themercena(ry# 
*' Direft me, with my national troops, to march agaitaft 
** the tyrant. If I fall, you will be relieved from aa 
** expenfive and troublefonPie friend. If with the di- 
** vine permiffion, I fucceed, I ffisrtl govern, in your 
*• name and to your glory, the Roman fenate and the 
*^ Republic delivered from flavery by my viftorious 
** arms." The propofal of Theodoric was accepted ; 
b\it his commiffion was worded With ambiguity, that 
Lft it doubtful whether he (hould reign as the lieute^ 
nant, the vaffal, or the ally, of the Eaft. 

The fame of the leader^ and the glory of the enter- 
prize, foon coUefted the Gothic fwarms, diffufed 
throughout the empire ; [a. d. 489.] Each bold Bar* 
barian was impatient to (hare the wealth and fpoits of 
Italy ; but during a march of feven hundred miles, the 
Goths were frequently expofed to the attacks of famine^ 
and the tribes of Bulgarians, Gepidae, and Sarmatians, 
who had occupied the deferted proviQce of Dacia, were 
prompted by the folicitations of Odoacer to oppofethe 

progreft 
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progrefs of his enemy. It was not, till after a variety 
of obftacles furmounted by the fkill and courage of The- 
odoric, that he at length defcended from the JuBan 
Alps, and difplayed his banners on the confines of Italy. 

Odoacer, at the head of a powerful hoft, whofe inde- 
pendent leaders difdained the duties of fubordination^ 
advanced to repel the bold invader ; [a. d, 489, Au- 
guft 28.] but his defeat delivered the Venetian pro- 
vince, as far as the walls of Verona, to the poffeflion 
of the fon of Theodemir. After a fecond aSion^ fought 
on the banks of the Adige, [a. d. 489. September 2'7*3 
Odoacer fled to Ravenna, and Theodoric advanced fo' 
Milan ; but the vanguard of the conqueror was fooa 
after expofed to deftruftioii by the treachery of a dc- 
ferter, to whofe command it had been entrufted ; and 
Odoacer, for fome time, appeared mafter of the field. 
Theodoric was reduced to folicit th6 afliflance of tlic 
kindred nations of the Vifig^oths of Gaul ; and the 
daring fon of Edecoh was compelled, after an obftihate 
battle, once more to relinquilh the field, and to fecure' 
hhnfelf within the fortifications of ]feavenna. [a. d. 
490. Auguft.3 

Theodoric reigned, by right of cohqueft, from the 
Alpi to the extremity of Calabfia. The ambaffadors 
of the Vandals furrendered! to his claims the ifland oi 
Sicily ; arid' he Was accepted as the deliverer of Romfe, 
by the fehate and the people. Raveima alone, pro- 
jte£ted by art and nature, defied his arms ; and the 
daring fallies of Odoacer for three years carried flaugh* 
fer and difmay through the camp of th^ befiegers.— 
That anfoitunate chief was at length compelled C6 fub- 
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xplt by the clamours bf his foldiers ; the hoftile kings 
confented to rule with equal authority^ the Oftrogoths 
vrere admitted into Ravenna ; and the treaty of peace 
was fcarce concluded, [a. d. 493. March 5;] before 
it was violated by the death of Odoacer, who was ailaf- 
iinated by his rival in the midft of a folemn banquet ; 
at the fapie mbment, according to fecret orders, his 
upfufp^ding mercenaries were univerfally maffacred ; 
sind the royalty of Theodoric was proclaimed with the 
reluftant confent.of the lEmperor of the Eait. 
' Th^ fole injuftice attributed to the life of Theodoric^ 
is, his affigning the third part of the land throughout 
Italy, to his vidkorious foldiers ; but even this may be 
palliated by, the example of Odoacer, and by the duty 
qf fubfifting a people, who, on the faith of his promifes, 
had tranfported thenifelves into a diftant country. The 
Goths, who under the reign of Theodoric multiplied 
to the enormous number of two hundred thoufand 
men, were irregularly difperfed over th^ face of Italyj, 
and foon affumed the elegant drefs qf the natives ; but 
they (till perfifted to ufe their mother tongue ; and 
their contempt of the Latin fchools was applayded by 
Theodoric {lin^felfj who . declared, that the child who 
had trembled at a rod, would never dare to look on 9 
fworfl. The policy of the monarch perpetuated the 
feparation of the natives from the invaders j the for-? 
mcr were configned to the gentle arts of peace, while 
the latter were affiduoufly trained to war and ^xercifed 
in arms. 

The victory of Theodoric had fpread a general alarnv 
aipong the Barbarians of the Weil ; but it foon ap? 

peare4 
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pcared that the viftor was fatisfied with conqueft, and 
was defirous of peace. The different ftates readily 
fubmltted to bis powerful mediation, and the ambiffa- 
dors admired his wifdom, magnificence, and courtefy* 
His domeftic alliances united his family with the kings 
of the Franks, the Burgundians, the Vifigofhs, the 
Vandals, iand the Thutingians ; even the favage mo- 
narch of the diftant Heruli fglicited the friendlhip of 
Theodoric, and, according to the rites of barbaric 
adoption, accepted the title of his fon« 

The life of Theodoric prefents the rare example of 
a viflorious Barbarian (heathing the fword in the pride 
of conqueft and the vigour of his age; the thirty-three 
years of his reign were confecrated to civil duties ; and 
the wars in which he was fometimes engaged were ra« 
ther to defend than to extend his territories* He re- 
duced, imder a ftrong and regular government, the 
countries of Rhaetia, Noricum, Dalmatian and Panno« 
nia, from the fource of the Danube and the territory 
of the Bavarians, to the petty kingdom erefted by the 
Gepids on the ruins of Sirmium ; his fuccefs awak- 
ened the jealoufy of the emperor Anaftafius ; and the 
proteSion granted by the Gothic king to one of the 
defcendants of Attila, was the pretence for a war 
kindled on the Dacian frontier. Sabinian, already 
diftingyifhed by his own and his father's merit, ad- 
vanced at the head of ten thoufand Romans; but thefe 
were defeated in the fields of Margus by an inferior 
l>ody of Goths and Huns; and the difcipline.of the 
j^afb^ians retrained them^ though vigors, from plun- 
dering 
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denng th6 vanquiflied, till they had received, by a fig- 
nal^ the permiffion of their leaden 
• The Byzantine court, exafperated by thJs difgrace^ 
difpatched two hundred fhips, and eight thoufand men, 
to ravage the fea-coa(t of Calabria and Apulia. After 
^flaulting the ancient city of Tarentum, they failed 
back to the Hellefpont, proud of their piratical viftory ; 
their retreat was poffibl) haftened by a thoufand lighi^ 
Vefiels, which Theodoric had fitted out with incredible 
diligence ; and his efforts were produ£live of a folid 
arid honourable peace during the reft of his reign. He 
long n^amtained, with a powerful hand, the balance of 
fhe Weft ; checked the ambition of Glovis ; and, after 
the ddfeat of Alaric, faved the remainder of the Vifi« 
goths, with the family of that unfortunate Prince, fromf 
deftru^ion ; the Alemanni were protefted, the Bur- 
^undiali8 chaftifed ; and the Vifigoths, to whom a frte 
communication was opened by the conquefts of Aries 
and Marfeilles, revered him as their protedor, atid the 
guardian of his in&nt grandfon, the offspring of their 
deceafed monarch. 

The union of the Goths and Romans might have 
fixed for ages the happinefs of Italy ; but the abilities! 
of Theodoric feem better calculated for a conqueror 
t!ban a legiflator ; while he indulged the Goths in thd 
enjoyment of rude liberty, he fervilely copied the poli- 
tical fyftem framed by Conftailtine and his fucceflbrs ; 
tliough he declined the diadem and purple, he affumed 
fhe fubftance of the imperial prerogative, under the 
hereditary title of king. His language towards the 

Byzantine 
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fiyeaintlne court was refpe^ful but ambiguous ; he de» 
fcribed his own power as fole and undivided,and clainred 
the fame pr^-eminence over other kings, as he himfelf 
flowed to^ the rai^k of Anaftafius ; but although the 
Italian candidate for the confutftip was named by The* 
odoric> yet he appears to have received the confirmation 
of the fovereign of Conftantihople* The palace of 
Ravenna imitated the appearance of the court of The* 
odofius and Valentinian ; the prastorian praefect, the 
(^u^eftor^ the mailer of offices were ftill preferved^ and 
continued to a£l as the miniAers of (he ftate. The iub« 
oi^dinate care of juftice and the revenue, was delegated 
to feven confulars, three correctors, and five prefidents^ 
who governed the fifteen Regions of Italy, according to 
the rules of Roman jurifprudence ; and the poHcy of 
Theodoric wais exerted to difguife, by the ancient forins 
bf the empire^ the reign of a Barbarian. Though defl:i« 
fute of literature, he proihoted as minifter^, Cafliodb* 
rius and Boethius, whofe genius and learning have 
fefieded luftre on his difcernment ; and the elevadoil 
of Liberius, to the praetorian prsefeflure, for his un- 
tiaken fidelity to Odoacer, proclaims the magnanimity 
6f the Gothic king. 

Thtf fovereign of Italy condefcended to flatter the 
nobles of Rome by fonorous epithets, and refpe&ful 
profeffions ; the inhabitants enjoyed, through his care, 
order, plenty, and a fucceflion of public amufements. 
In the feventh year of his reign, Theodoric vifited the 
old capital of the world, and aflured the fenate and 
people, in a difcourfe which he was not afraid to pro* 
nounce in public, and to infcribe on a tablet of brafs, 

of 



J2 DECLIKB AND FALL OF 

of a juft and legal government. During a refidencc of 
fix months, his courteous demeanour excited the ad« 
iniration of the Romans, and the fon of Theodoriij 
contemplated with curiofity and furprife the monu- 
ments that remained of their ancient greatnefs ; and 
he created an officer to protect thofe works of art, 
ivhich he confidered as the nobleft ornaments of his 
kingdom. 

Although Theodoric preferred the refideiice of Ra- 
venna, yet as often as the peace of his kingdom was 
threatened by the Barbarians, he removed to Verona, 
on the northern frontier ; thefe two capitals, as well as 
Pavia, Spoleto, Naples, and the reft of the Italian cities, 
were decorated under his reign with churches, aque- 
dii<^, porticoes, and palaces ; but the happinefs of the 
fubje£): was more confpicuous in the induftry which he 
{liffufed, and the plenty he introduced ; a gallon of 
wine was fometimes fold in Italy for lefs than three 
^ farthings, and a quarter of wheat at about five (billings 
and fix-pence. The merchants from diftant countries 
were encouraged and protefted by the liberal fpirit of 
Theodoric ; the free intercourfe of the provinces was 
reftored and extended ; and the common faying, that 
a purfe of gold might be fafely left in the fields, was 
cxpreifive of the copfcious fecurity of the inhabitants, 
Theodoric had been educated in the profcffion of 
Arianifm, and Italy was devoutly attached to the Ni* 
cene creed ; but the moderation of the monarch averted 
thofe fatal effeSs which often arife from a difference of 
religion between the prince and the people ; his Idng 
rpign cannot afford the ei^amplp of a Italian catholic, 
§ who. 
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wto5 eithej" from choice or compulfion, had deviated 
into the religion of the conqueror ; while his favourite 
Goths, and even his mother, were permitted to retaia 
or embrace the Athanafiaii faith. But Theodoric, when 
be afiumed the fupremacy of the church, w;:s not igno« 
rant of the importance of the Roman pontiff, to whom 
the venerable name of Pope, was now approprbted 5 
the peace or revolt of Italy might depend on a popular 
bifliop who claimed dominion in earth and heaven ; 
and when Symmachus and Laurence difputed the chair 
of St. Peter, they appeared before the tribunal of aa 
Arian monarch, who confirmed the eIe£iion of the 
moft worthy, or the mod obfequious candidate. 

But though we may with pleafure defcribe the for- 
tunate condition of Italy, during the reign of Theodoric, 
yet we muft not imagine that the inhabitants were- ex- 
empt from, mifery, or the monarch free from human 
frailty and paffions ; in the early hour of victory he 
deprived the whole party of Odoacer of the civil and 
even the natural rights of fociety ; his declining age 
was fullied with popular hatred and patrician blood ; 
and his ungrateful fubjefts never could be cordially re- 
conciled to the origin, the religion, or even the virtues 
of the Gothic conqueror. 

Two hundred ihoufand armed Barbarians, feated ia 
the heart of Italy, indignantly fupported the reftraints 
of difcipline, and frequently opprefTed the provincials 
by the fallies of native fiercenefs. The religious tole- 
ration which Theodoric had introduced was offenfive ta 
the Orthodox zeal of the Italians ; they dreaded the 
armed herefy of the Goths^ and pomted their rage 

again fl: 
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sgamft th^e rich and d^fencelds Jew« ; their effe^s ^ert 
pillaged, and their fynagogues burnt, by the mad po- 
pulace of Ravenna and^ Rome. A legal enquiry was 
direfked in confequence of thefe outrages ; but as the 
authors of the tumult had efcaped in the croud, the 
community was condemned to repair the damage ; 
and the obftinate bigots who refufed their contribu* 
tions, were whipped through the ftreets. This (imple 
a£t of juftice exafperated the Catholics ; and the mind 
of the Gothic conqueror was Toured by indignation and 
jealoufy, when he difcovered that he had excited the 
hatred of a people, whofe happinefs he had laboured 
affiduoufly to promote. He condefcended to difarm 
the unwarlike natives of Italy, and toiuterdlft every 
infirument of offence, except a fmall knife for domeftie 
iife. 

On the death of Anaftafius, Juftinian governed the 
empire of the Eaft in the name of his uncle Juftin ; he 
already meditated the extirpation of herefy, and the 
conqueft of Italy and Africa ; a rigorous law was pub* 
iiflied at Conrrantihople againft the Arians ; and The- 
odoric claimed for his brethren of the Eaft, the fame 
indulgence he had fo lohg allowed to the Catholics of 
his dominions ; the Roman pontiiF, with four illuftrious 
fenatoi;s, embarked to mitigate, by their reprefentations, 
the feverity of Juftin ; and in cafe the Byzantine court 
proved obftinate, a mandate was prepared to prohibit 
the exercife of the catholic worfliip in Italy. The &me 
x>f Theodoric tottered on the brink of perfecution, and 
his juftice and humanity were already ftained by the 
condemnation of Boethiu^ and Symmachus. 

The 
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The fenator Boethius, as a wealthy orf^aii, bad Ib« 
herited the patrimony and honours of the Anician 
family. Eighteen years of his life were feduJoufly enw 
plpyed in the fchools of Athens ; and after his marriage 
vmh the daughter of his friend, the patrician Symma.- 
chufi, he continued to profecute his fludies in his palace 
at iRome. His confpicuous merit was rewarded by a 
difoerning prince ; his dignity was adorned with the 
titles of conful and ^patrician ; and his abilities were 
employed in the important ftation of mafter of the 
offices. But the favour of Boethius declined with the 
encreafmg years of his mafter ; the fenator Albinns 
wasaccufed and convicted on the prefumption of hoping 
the liberty of Rome. *' If Albinus be criminal,** ex- 
€laime4 Boethius, *^ the fenate and myfelf are all guilty 
'^ jof the fame crimje.** But the rafli declaration of the 
orator, that had he known of a confpiracy, the tyrant 
never ihould ; proved fatal to his life ; the advocate 
V^^s fo.on involved in the guilt of his client. An addrefs 
wa$ produced, with their fignatures, inviting the em« 
peror tp deliver Italy from the Goths, The unhappy 
patrician was deprived by Theodoric of the means of 
juilification, and irigprouily confined in the tower of 
Pavia. The Roman fenate, at the command of their 
B^irbari^a mafter, pronounced a fentence of death 
againft the moft illuftrious of its members,; and the 
fcience of the philofopher was ftigmatized with the 
QijLOixes .of facrilege and magic. The minifters of death 
p^haps exceedqi the inhuman mandate of Theodoric : 
a ftrong cord was fiften^ed round the head of Boethius, 
and forcibly tightened till his eyes almoft ftarted from 

their 
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their fbckets ; and he was releafed from that torture 
to be beaten till he expired under the clubs of his exe- 
cutioners. ^A. D. 524.] His venerable father-in-law 
Symmachus, had prefumed to lament the fate of his 
injured friend ; he was dragged in chains from Rome 
to RaVenna, and the jealoufy of the tyrant, could only 
be effaced by his blood, [a. d. 525.] 

The early and mature years of Theodoric were irra- 
diated by glory and virtue ; his laft hours were clouded 
with guilt and remorfe. His tortured fancy reprefented 
to his view the angry features of Symmachus, and he 
exprefTed his concern and repentance for the murder 
of that venerable fenator, and his amiable fon-in-law, 
Boethius. The agitation of his mind tncreafed the 
diforder of bis body ; and after a dyfentery, which 
continued three days, he Expired in the palace of Ra- 
venna, in the thirty-third year of his reign, Confcious 
of his approaching end, he divided his treafures and 
provinces between his two grandfons, and fixed the 
Rhone as their common boundary. To Amalaric he 
reftored the throne of Spain ; but Italy, with all the 
conquefts of the Oftrogoths, was bequeathed to Atha* 
laric, then, only ten years of age, and the laft male off- 
fpring of the line of Amali, by the marriage of his 
mother Amalafuntha, with a royal fugitive of the fame 
blood. The dying monarch, who had fummoned the 
Gothic chiefs and Italian magiftrates to engage their 
faith to the young prince and his guardian mother, 
delivered to them as his laft advice, to maintain the 
laws, to love the fenate and people of Rome, and to 
cultivate with decent refpeft the frieod£bip of the em- 

peror«. 
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peror. His monument, a chapel of a circular form, 
crowned with a dome of granite, and containing, in a 
porphyry vafe fupported by four columns, the remains 
of the Gothic king, furrounded by the ftatues of the 
twelve apoftles, was erefted by his daughterjA^ala-* 
funtha, in a qonfpicuous fituation, which commanded 
the city of Ravenna, the harbour, and th^ adjacent 
cbafl:« 
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CHAPTER XXyn. , ; 

tLEVATION OF JDSTlN THE ELMR— REIGN OF JUSTiN!AN-4. 
^ THE EMPRESS THEODORA— tt. FACTIOKB OF tHE CIROir$r 

. AND SEDrnON OF CONSTANTINOlPlJE-i^RADE AliD MANC- 
FACTURE.OF SILK— IV. FINAISCES Am XAXE^rr^V. E^JUnCM 

' OF JUSTINUN— CHURCH' OF ST.;SpPHI^—FORTUaCATigN8 
AND FRONTIERS OF THE:EASTERn\eMPJRE— ABOLIJJQN OE 
THE SCHOOLS OF ATHENS AND THI CONSULSHIP OF RQ^E. 

l^HE emperor Juftinian was fprung from an oblcure 
race of Barbarians, the inhabitants of a wild country, 
ktiown by the various appellations of Dardania, of: 
li)acia, wd of Bulgaria ^ his elevation was facilitated by 
the enterprtlling fpirit of bis uncle Juflin, who, withr 
two other ^i^fanlK of the fame village, defistted the 
peaceable labours of ihe fciifbandman, for the dang^* 
ous profeflion of arms. Their ftrengtii and |tature in- 
troduce them among the guards of the eip:]peror Leo ;. 
and the more fortunate Juftin, by long, ferviqe in the 
Perita^ and Ifaurian wars, in the eourfe of fi{ty years, 
obtaiQed the rank of tribuQei.of coiijit, and of geni^V 
with the dignity of feTiator, and the com^ajs^i^jpf the: 
guaT46».at :the impoTtam ctiG$ wh^n A^aftafius expif !ffd«- 
The Jdnfinen of. that. prince were excluded from the 
j^fOA^ j>y the arts of th^ euauqh Aoiantiust who r^-*^^ 
folved to. beftpw the putpk (m thu inq(( obfeqpiious of-, 
his creature i a Ul^er^l dc»:^at:ive tp cofieiliatc theguatdS: 
w!«s.eiiti;uftecliQ.tbei han^ o£ Juftm^ who treacheronfly^ 

employed 
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employed it in his own favour, and the Daciaa pea* 
f%nty as no competitor prefumed to appear, afcended 
the throne with the unanimous cbnfent^of the foldiers, 
the clergy, and the people, [[a. d. 518.3 
. .J}^in, to whom is added the epithet of Elder^tq 
4iftuiguifh him from another etnperor of the fame 
name anicl £aimily, was fixty-eight years of age when he >. 
attained the imperial diadem, and during the nine fuc- 
ceffive years of his fife, he was preferved from ezpofing 
his incapacity by the abilities of his minifters. His ig« 
norance equalled that of Thepdorie, and the world 
beheld two contemporary monarchs defticute even of- 
the knowledge of ihe alphabet ; but the Dacian pea- 
iaut pofleflednot the commanding genius of the Gothic 
foldien Juftin, though peribnally briive, was confcious 
of his own weaiknefs, and diftruftful of his political 
d^pacity '; the oflicial tuiiinefs of the empire Ivas dili« 
genttjr tranfaded by his qua^ftor Proclaim atfd (he 
talents 'of Juilinian, bt^ nephew, whom the aged'^mpe^^ 
ror drew lirom the foUtude of Dacia, aiid edticafted, a» 
his heir, Stt ConftantSnopIe, foonfupptied thddefieiefteies 
of t1*& fovef dgtt^ "' ^ ^ ; f * . 

The ^BJilu^h Amantius had been defrauded bf hig 
mojA^, i>ut4i'b refentment was prevented by the policy 
df'thePetti^eisor. His life became the forfeit of i. reat 
or pretended conlpirac jr ^ three 6f bis companbns, the* 
6^ domefttes of the palace, were puniihed either with 
dealh of exile ; and their unforcanate candidate for th» 
ptitple wias overwhelmed with (tones, and ignoqiini* 
oiiftf caft into the fea. The rum of Vitalian*was a 
woi^ of mott difficulty.. la the defence of the ortfao- 
-- . - C 2 dox 
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dox faith, he had waged a popular waragainft Anafla* 
fius, and remained at the head of a formidable army, 
after concluding an advantageous treaty, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Conftantinople. On the fecunty of oaths, 
he was perfuaded to truft himfelf in a city, to the inha- 
bitants of whfch his late hoftilities had rendered him 
obnoxious. The emperor and his nephew embraced 
him with afFefted regard, but in the feventh month of 
his confulftip, he was affaffinated at a royal banquet, 
with feventeen wounds ; and Juftinian, as the price 
of his perfidy, was promoted to the fituation of his 
rival, and aflumed the rank of mafter-general of the 
Eaftern armies, without the claim of any military fer- 
vice. Inftead of endeavouring to acquire an honourable 
fame by Scythian or Perfian trophies, he preferred the 
Inore prudent meafure of cultivating the favour of his 
countrymen in the churches, the circus, and the fenate 
of Conftantinople; and while he maintained his afcend- 
ant over the mirid of his uncle, committed to hardier 
Warriors the glory and defence of the Eaftern empire. 
* After a fchifnt of thirty-four years, the counfels of 
Juftinian reconciled the angry fpirit of the Romart 
pontiff; the thrones of the Eaft were filled with catholic 
biihops devoted to his intereft ; and the clergy and 
monks were gamed by his liberality ; the people of 
Cpnftantinople were gratified by the fuperior magnifi- 
cence of his public fpeftacles ; and the members of 
the feiiate were flattered by the afliduity with which he 
courted their friendfliip. That affembly expreflfed their 
unanimous wifii to the emperor, that he would be 
pleafed to adopt Juftinian as his colleague ; and though 

the 
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the jealoufy of Juftin at firft induced him to refift their 
importunities, yet the languor of hfs mind and body, 
the effed of an incurable wound in his thigh, com- 
pelled hiiki to acci^pt the aid of a guardian, and his 
nephew was folemnly invefted with the purple in tl)e 
prefence of the patriarch and the fenators. [a. d. 527.]] 
Though Juftin furvived this ceremony about four 
months, yet the imperial power was entirely vefted iji 
the hands of Juftinian, who, from his elevation to his 
. deathj governed the Roman empire thirty-eight yeM's^ 
feven months, and thirteen days ; ^nd the yaripias 
-events of his reign are diligently related by Procopius, 
the fecretary of Belifarius, whofe eloquence propiot^d 
him to the rank of fenator, and praefeA of Cqnfftanti- 
nople< From the various materials of this hiftori^^i, 
vft ftiaU begin with the character and elevation of Theo- , 
dora, the fa£tions of the circus, and the peaceful ad« 
Tniniftration of the emperor of the Eaft. To thcfe will 
. be added the victories of Belifarius and Narfes ; asd 
the reign of Juftinian will be clofed with a review of 
his theology and jurifprudence, the controverfies which 
.divided the Oriental church, and the reformation of 
the Roman law, 

L The firft ad of Juftinian was to divide the power he 
had attained with the woman whom he loved* ComatOt 
Theodora, and Anaftafia, were the daughters of Aca* 
cius, a native of Cyprus, and the mafter of the bears 
belonging to the green faftion. After the death of the 
father, on a folemn feftival, thefe helplefs orphans, the 
eldeft of whom did not exceed the age of feven years, 
were introduced by the mother into the theatre ; the 
i C 3 green 
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green feftion received them vfhh contempt; the blues 
with compaflion ; and this difference, which ftink deep 
in the mind of Theodora, was felt long afterwards in 
Ihe adminiflratioh of the emperor. The three fifters 
were fucceflitely devoted to the public and private 
pkafures of the Sjrzahtine people ; and the applaafe 
beftowed on Theodora, as a pantomime, was conflam 
^hd nnbounded ; but her beauty was the iborce 4>f 
more exquiiite deli^^ht ; her features were delicate and 
^regular ; her eyes exprefled the fenfations of her mind 
and body ; and her ^fy motions difplayed the graces of 
a fmall, but elegant figure; but this form was degraded 
by the facility with which it was expofed to the public 
eye ; and her venal charms were abandoned to a pia6« 
mifcuous crowd of citizens and ftrangers* The vague 
commerce of Theodora, and her deteibble precautions, 
preferved, her from the danger fhe dreaded; and during 
that period (he once, and once only, became a mother. 
The youth was educated in Arabia, and, by his father, 
oh his death bed, informed that he was the fon of an 
emfM-efs. He haftened to Conftantinople, was admitted 
to the prefence of his mother, and as he never midfe 
was beheld, has fubje£ted Theodora to a fufpicion that 
tfie extrnguiihed, with his Kfe, a fecret offenfive to im« 
' jterial pride. " i t ' - 

^ 'The beauty i)fTheqdira,whd fdr fome time had af- 
^fefied a life of foHtude, attraded and captivated the 
^patrician JvftiriiaiH'wlio already reigned in the name of 
'his uncle ;f her temper and utiderftandihg maintained 
'^z conllant afcendant ' over his mind ; an ancient lavir^ 
-which'pr6hibitbtl^the marriage of any fenatoi* with a 
— ? ' female 
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female wha had been diflionoured by a fervile origin,^ 

or theatrical profeflion, was abolifhed in the name c^ 

Jufl;inr; the nuptials of Juftinian and Theodora were 

fpeedtly fdkmnized; and Juftinian, when heafcended 

tfaejthrdne, placed by his side his confort, as an equal 

and independent fovereign* The moft illuftnous per<^ 

fonsnof the ftate were doomed, as her humour might 

foggeft,^ to experience the levity of a comedian; or the 

vrc^ance of an emprefs; her rapacity was unbounded, 

and: her cruelty wa& exercifed by her numerous ffnes^ 

"who ^car^Ily reported every aAion or look injurbus 

!te)thck royal miftrgfs. . - : 

:> :t:Tft^it:muill>e/acknowkdged that the daughter of 

■i)|[C;acia9 :>^as m«: deftitiate of virtues., Her influence 

lo^n afftfaged t^c^mfplerant zeal of the emperor ; her 

prudeece is cde^raied by Juftinian himfelf ; her cour • 

age *r4a dip^yed anaidft . the tumuk of the people and 

theiterroBsof the.co»rt ; and her chaftity^ from the 

. i94ment of^er union.with Juftiman, it: allowed to have 

:kp^ ii>yiQlable^ An infant,, whom (he buried, was the 

rfol^ offspring of her jpfiarnage ; (]a. j). ^48.] and the 

emprefa herfelf, in the twemy-fecond year o^her reign^ 

was coip^fumed byjthe deftru<!itive rage of a cancer. . ^ 

IL The games of the Rom^n qrcus d^BSsred tnate^ 

rially from thofe celebrated by the ancient Gredu ; 

the ; cbatioteers were fervile cbarade^s, and their 

prqfel&on was cpnfidered as di%rafC9fal* The liveries 

worn by the different competitors^ or ya^/om, were 

xvbitft rfd, green^ and blwf ^^d the blind ardour ot 

^^ Roman people devoted^, their jivei and fortunes to 

.tbe,cok>ur^ they efpoufed. The iQli^et ^f Rome w^« 

C 4 adopted 
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adopted by Conftantinople | the fupport of t fii^i^ 
became neceffiiry to every candidate for civil or ecclefi# 
aftical honours; The green wer^ attached to :tbe idr 
mily or feft, of Anaftafius j the bjues were devoted to 
orthodoxy and Juftinian; and their griateful patron 
pfpte^ted, above five years, a narty whofe tnmults over- 
awed the palace, the fenate,, and the capital of the Eaft ; 
jnd Theodora, who never forgave the injuries oflFered 
to her as a comedian, countenanced the blues in.thdr 
perfeci^tion of the greens. 

A dangerous fedition, which almoft laid Conftanti^ 
nople in afhes, was excited by the momentary reconci- 
iiation of the two fadions. [a. d. 532.3 Two 
criminals had efcaped from impending punifliment to 
the fanftuary of a neighbouring church. As one of 
ihefe Txjas of the blue, and the other of the green livery, 
both parties \frere equally provoked by the cruelty of 
tbeir opprefibr. A feditious torrent overwhelmed the 
palace of the prsefed, his ofEcers, and his guards ; the 
fury of an armed multitude was encreafed by the Bar«- 
barians in the fervice of the empire ; firebrands were 
darted againft the houfes, and the flames fpread, with* 
out control, over, the face of the city. For five days 
Condantinople was abandoned to the fadions, whofe 
watch«word Nika, 'vcmquijh, has given a name to this 
Biemorable fedition» 

A fufpicion was entertained, that the rage of /the 
infurgents was fuppUed with arms by the patriciams 
Hypatius and Pompey, two nephews of the deceafed 
<e.mperor Anaftafius ; they were commanded by Jufti- 
ftian, who regarded them as fpies, to depart the palace; 

and 
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aiid H)'patias5 fiirrounded by the populace, was re- 
ludancly tranfported to the forum of Conftantine, and 
a rich collar was placed on his head. Had the ufurper 
inftantly urged the fury of the multitude, he might 
have expelled his trembling competitor ; a fecret refo- 
lutiofi was already taken to convey the emperor, with 
his family, to a fafe retreat ; but this difgraccful mea- 
fure was averted by the magnanimity and manly lan- 
guage of the proftitute, whom Juftinian had raifed from 
the theatre to the throne. " If flight,'* faid Theodora, 
•* were the only mejms of fafety, yet I flioiild difdain to 
" fly. Death is the condition of our birth; but they who 
•* have reigned, ihould never furvive the lofs of dignity 
** and dominion. I implore heaven, that I may never 
" be feen, not a day, without my diadem and purple ; 
" that I may no longer behold the light, when I ceafe 
** to be faluted with the name of queen. If you refolve,. 
** O Casfar, to fly, you have treafures ; behold the fea, 
** you have fliips ; b^t tremble, left the dcfire of life 
*' fliould expofe you ^o wretched exile and ignominious 
" death. For my own part, I adhere to the maxim of 
" antiquity, that the throne is a glorious fepulchre/* 
The firmnefs of a woman reftored courage to deliberate 
and a£t ; the animofity of the factions was revived j 
the blues again proclaimed the majefty of Juftinian ; 
the greens, with their upftart emperor, were attacked 
in the Hippodrome, by Belifarius and Mundus, at the 
head of three thoufand veterans ; and it is computed 
that above thirty thoufand perfons periflied in the pro** 
mifcuous carnage. Hypatius and Pompey were 
dragged to the feet of the emperor, and in vain im- 
plored 



plored hk cfemeocy ; . an^d the; garner jr9rer<^ during 
^creral ycar$» ihtercUarfT; hut :witb tfe i^ of 

thefi), tbe blue and^giS(;a^?&dk)QS fsvhred, and u^omi^ 
imed to difturkthe'traBquHHty of Jfitftinian, axuiWthe 
empire* '• / ■^: - .0^. •• :•■ .^c- - - r ■ ^ :.:•?:,.. 
IIL Tbe iiHcwornas^ whoieedon tbeieayes^of d» 
.mbue mulb^rFy txees, till the rdg^^of Jofttnianywen 
confined to China > and a$.fitk becamecof genetal oCe, 
thar emperor* beheld with concevimthat :tbie Ftr&sm 
liad occupied, by iaod and iea,. tbe monopoly of rthk 
Knpoitant^ , £appiy»v Tbe gffpel Jiad beext preaiched to 
,^e In4^Sr and fbe«ini:£onarie3:pti&fued^e foot^eps 
;ttfuclkmn^£e;tottbe elitremkies ofvAfia.^ Two Per&ain 
mobksfaad long retfidedtnCfaink; and tbey Tiewed, 
^^rithi eflriojiisiic^e^ Ibt^ mannfibd^ures ofviilk*^ and ;ibe 
mjsriads ^f.iQIbflvor«ns i^h\^b werecare^Uy, pipp^- 
gifeted. t They^oon^dif^oiiiieredUihi^ in tiKtidggf pfihe 
iiftfeO a w^a^fetous progerty?migbt be prtefcuvedt and 
^fi^^)tidd•i^^>'Reiigionv or mtereft^ induced ibem to 
HBK^take^^uriiey'to Go]i&ulti|i$^Ie;. tbey imparted 
tlidrf^GJe6l to'tfaeieii^ie]^ wei^ JIfbei'aUy enoc^h- 
raged by gifts and promifes. The labours , of -thefe 
M\iBtJii^zuxs^Mhoj^wa:^ntfiT^ a jea* 

jotts people by^condeailing tbeeggsjin ja hojlpvr- caoie ; 
and (bey returned in triuimph;withr>the .fpoils of tbe 
Eaft* • Under their diredlion^ ^ the tggs. were batched 
by ibe ar^cial -he^ of dung; the;worin$ u^re fad 
v^itb mulberry kaves ; and theSogdnite amhaOadors 
'acknowledged,' in tbe fucceeding reign^ thiit the Ko- 
niani were not inferior, to the tiatiydcs of China in^tfie 
educ^itioniof th^Unf(?ia&aod the ^oaftw/3i(ajjibes.of .ftlfc ii? 

IV. The 
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;. IV; 'The cscooomy of Anaftaiius bad alleviated the 
public dfftrefa; but the revenues of Juftinian were cac- 
-hatiftedby alms, by buttdings, by wars, and by treaties. 
JIhe fahries of his civil and military officers were r^ 
duced} the manicipal revenues were ufurped; his 
^vkerans were f uffered to beg their bread ; and unpaid 
axmies meked away m the wars of Italy and Perfia* 
,The arrears of the public tributes were fevereiyeft> 
toned ; and the imons^ or fupply of corn for the armf 
and^capitalt i^tprdTed the fiirmers througbiHtt the pro- 
vine^.; even Conftanttnople was not exempt from the 
mpuml rapacipuftiefs of JutUniaa ; at every gate of 
the cily a prsetor was ftattoned, and heavy cuftoms 
were impofed on the veffels and th&r merchandia»> 
To fhefe may be added the aerimi tribute, wfiich wit 
an aanoal gift lo the emperor from «he prasiortan pre* 
U& i wd the means of >mmpeniation were left . to ibe 
dificrstioQ of that powerful officer* The privilege ot 
monopoliea was (till more intolerable tiian the we^ht 
of faxes } and the open iale of honours s|nd offices ex-- 
pofed the people to (be oppreffioa of every boH a4* 
venturer. 

' In this review of public extortion, mudi gmlt is 
undoubtedly to be imputed to Juftinian ; * but more to 
bis minifters* Of thefe, John of Cappadocia was the 
principal i a man capable of fuggefting the wifeft cou|(«< 
ids, and oS finding expedients in the moft defperate 
fittutions. Yet the corruption of his heart vyas equfd 
to the vigour #f his mind } infenfible to the fear of 
€k>d ^d man, his fortune was raifed on.the death of 
^ofirnds, the poverty of nnUions, the ruin of citiQSy 

and 
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and the defolation of provinces. ' His abilities rccbmm 
mended him to the lafting friendfiiip of Juftinian j but 
fa the infolence of his power he imprudently provoked 
the refcntment of Theodora ; even the emprefs was 
forced to wait a favourable moment, and to render 
John of Cappadodia the accomplice of his own de- 
^ruflion. The praefeft was invited to a fdgnfed con- 
fpiracy by Antonina, the wife of Belifarios, who enjoyed 
ihe fecret confidence of the emprefs. Their conference 
was interrupted by an ambufcade df guards pofted by 
the command of Theodora^ The mtnifter efcaped to 
the fan£kiary of archurcli; and to fave his life was 
obliged to renounce- his fituation of praefeft, for the 
hnm'bl^ charafter of a prieft. The friendfhip of the 
impferbr alloived h\m to retain an ample portion of his 
v«ihh : butithc hatred of Theodora was not yet fatif- 
fied. John of Cappadocia/ though innocent, was 
•condemned for the murder of the Bifliop of Cyzicus, 
to be Igho'minioufly fcburged ; a tattered clo^k' was 
albne left him of -his forrtief fortimes v and thcpraefeft 
of the Eaft, for feven year», "begged hi$ bread through 
.cities which had trembled at his name. On the death 
of the empfefs, Juftinian recalled a iervant whom he 
had abaridoiied with regret : and the ambition of the 
mintfter Hsvas confmed to the humble duties of the facer* 
►dotal profeffion. 

V. The edi/ices of Juftinian, though cemented with the 
blood of his people, proclaim th e (kill of his archicefts* 
The church of St. Sophia had ^been deftroyed by fire 
during the fedition of the blue and green fatiions ; and 
the glory of erecting a adw temple was ftjenuauHy 
r ' 13 under- 
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undertaken by Juftinian* Anthemius, the fon of a 
citizen of Tralles, whofe merit is loudly praifed by 
Procopius, formed the defign ; and his genius direfted 
the conftant efforts of ten thoufand workmen. The 
emperor each day furveyed their progrefsj and encou- 
raged their diligence* by rewards. The new cathedral 
of St. Sophia was confecrated by the- patriarch, five 
years eleven months and ten days from the firft foun- 
dation ; but before twenty years had elapfed, the eaft- 
em part of the dome was overthrown by an earthqutke« 
Its fplendour was reftored by the fame prhice ; and 
St. Sophia, converted into a Turkifh mofch, fiill res^ 
mains to excite the admiration of the Greeks, and the 
curiofity of European travellers. 

The fortifications of Europe and Afia were reiloreil 
and multiplied by the care of Juftinian. From Bel- 
grade to the Euxine ; from the conflux of the Save to 
the mouth of the Danube, a chain of above fourfcore 
fortified places was extended along the banks of the 
great river. A ftrong fortrefs defended the ruins of 
Trajan's Bridge, and feveral military ftations affefted 
^ fpread beyond the Danube the pride of the Romaa 
name.: but the Barbarians contemptuoufly paffed be- 
fore thefe bulwarks ; and the military works, which 
exhauftcd the public treafure, could not remove the 
juft apprehenfions of Juftinian and his fubjefts. By 
the fubmiffion of the Ifaurians, the empire was indeed 
ddivered from an internal enemy, who, for two hun* 
dred and thirty years, had deeply wounded its dignity 
, and peace ; but the moft elaborate works were required 
to fottify the eaftern frontier againft the arms and am- 
bition 
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bition of the Perfian nuNiarcfa y who (hook thdftreng* 
eft battletnents withliis mtlitary engines, and advanced 
to the affaolt with a line of moveable turrets on th^ 
backs of elephantsl * The towns of Armenia and Me«> 
fc^otamia were diligently ftrengthened ; and the eye 
of Juftiniaa inveftigated every fpot which poflefled an 
ad vantageotu command of ground or water. 

PerozeSj the king of Perfia, had undertaken to ex- 
pedttion agalnft theWhite Huns, whofe conquefts had 
beeft ftretbhed from the Cafpian to tiie heart of India* 
^A« 0:488.1 The Per fianS' were twice defeated by 
tbe military ftratagetns of the Htrns ; and Perosses, 
who biad been captured; was not difniifled till h^ had 
fubmitted to adore the majefty of a Barbarian* The 
Berfian king, forgetful of his danger and bis gratitude, 
renewed the attack whh headftrong fury ; and loft both 
hts army and his life. Twelve years of confufioh^ 
elapfed before his fon, Cabades, could embrace any: 
deftgns of ambition or re\*enge* [a. d. 502.3 Hetbeh,i 
fupported by the Huns and Arabs, invaded the pro- 
vinces of the empire. Martyropolis^fubmitted ; Tfaeo* ' 
dofibpolis was deftroyed ; and Amida, after fuftainmg : 
a fiege of three months, was furprifed wlien thegarri*-^ 
fon, after the duties of a feftival, were oppreflfed by 
fleep and wine ; fourfcore thoufand of the inhabitants 
were maiTacred, before the fword Was fheaihed by the 
fangutnary vi<5)or8« During the three yeais war, the' 
unhappy frontier was expofed to inceflant calamities j ^ 
and when the mind of Cabades inclined to peace, he ' 
ibid his conquefts at an xmmenle price. * 
Jo refift the future pn^refs of the Btffian at tAi^^ 

and 
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and to 2iv€Tt a repetition of the ^fame evils^ Anaftafiut - 
peopled and adorned the town: of Dara^ about fourteen* 
miles from Nifibis. His hafty Worfa were improved 
by. tbe perfeverance of Jufttnian ; and the fortifications' 
of.Pars^ ereded on a hard rpcky ibil which refiftod 
thf tools of the miners^ £^more than fiiotyifears con** 
ttnued to fulfil tlfe wllbes of the Romans, and' to pro^ 
voke tfie! jealottfy of the Perfiatis. 
: Ol-he countries of Colchos, Iberta^and AJbania, are: 
bt^Hif^ by the branches of Mount €^cafus ; and: 
tbe 1^9 principal gates, or pafies, hare been frequently : 
CQi$foa|ided ia the geography both of the ancienrsraiiJ' 
modertts. Tbe name of Cafpian gates, is properly a|M 
plied to Derbend, which occupies a (horc decUfity^ 
between the mountains and the fea; the Iberian ^iut 
are formed by a yarrow paflage of Mount Caueafus,' 
whidb^ ^ens from. the northern fide of Iberia intotitt 
l^n thai reacheSt to^ the Tanais and Volga. This im*- 
porta9Cp»ri w^9 farcibly .occupied by Cabad®, while a 
foitfeCs#2t ^i>miiianded It wasireated for, with a {n-ince 
ofthe: ii4i|s^ . by: tl^e irrefolute iteaftafius. . The Caf^ - 
pis^ jndlN^B g^^sc^dude the horfemen of Scychia 
froravthef 0K)iKe(t ^t4 moft «pra£tical>le roads; dMs 
whole frp&t of- the nipuntains is^ covered with a bug 
wall, which had ..been, called t^e rampart of Gog and 
M^^^q^; :and the Ferfifin monarch flipulated, in every 
treaty, thatJuAinian (hould contribute to the expence 
of a b»rri^|^ M^btch equally protected the two empires 
from .d|« inr^oads of the Scythians'. 

The avarice and j^oufy of Juftmian have both been 
ac€]il«4:WtKe fut>pr^flb of .the fcfaools of Athens, 

-b and 
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and the confuljhip of &oebe» The advantages of eda« 
cation,, which had been early -poffeffed by the youth of 
Attica, were communicated without envy to the rival 
fflties of Greece; The Latin conquerors refpe£tfully 
Ufteiled to the inftrudions of thdr fai3)eS:& afkl captives ; 
the names of Cicero and Horice were enrolled in the 
icbook of Athmsr ; and after the perfe£i fettlement of 
the Roman empire, the natives of Italy, of Afri'ca, and 
^•fimain,cbifverfed-inthe groves of the acadefmy with 
&tm felldw- MAmtw bf th^ Eaft. The ftudies of elo.- 
<|iSenc^ and philbfoptty are congenial to a popular ftate; 
4Kuieven when the liberty of public debate was fup- 
fiilsflred, the orator, in the honourable profeffion of an 
advcrcate, might plead the eaufe of innocence aAd juf- 
»<£€•.. The'lyftems which profeffed to unfold the riatliife 
of -God, of man, and of the univcrfc, entertained^ the 
Qufioliry of -the philofophic ftudent ; and, according (o 
iKe temper of hi§ mind, he niight doubt with theSce^* 
ticfrj-m- decide wJtK the Stoics ; fublimely fpeculat^ with 
Platbj-orfevercly argue with Ariftotle. The Athehiah 
profeflc/rs were paid by their difciples, according to 
tfa^. mutual wants and abilities ; but fome property of 
Kotifef and lands was fettled by the permiflioh of the 
laws, and the legacies of deceafed friends, on the phi- 
fefophic chairs of Athens. The generous fpirit of the 
Antonines firft afligned public falaries > and each pro- 
feflbr of ^politics, of rhetoric, of thePlatonic^ the Peripa- 
tetic, the Stoic, and the Epicurean, philofophy, received 
an annual fttpend of more than three hundred pounds 
fterling. Thefe liberal donations, aftier the death of 
Marcus, were frequently'aboliihed and revived ; ^ .and 

even 



eveii ibme veflig^ of royal bounty may be difcbVered 
under ihe facGeflbrs of Cooftantine. 

ftut the edabliHiment of a^oew religion was mor^ 
fatal to the fchdols of Aihens, than the arms of th^ 
Goths. The degenerate ftft.of thePlatonifts minglea 
with a fublime theory the pradice oT fuperfticion an4 
magic ; and the edi^ of Jiillinian impoftd a pejrpetual 
filehce on the few remaining votarlea of tJrecian fci-i^ 
fence and religion. Seven of thefe embraced a telblii*' 
tion of feeking, in a foreign land, the freedom wbicfi 
\iras d'ehied in their native country ; but when they if 
forted to the cdurt of Chofroes, they were aj(ionifhe4 
to find that the monarch, who affefted the name of a 
philofopher, was vain, crue1| and ambitious ; that H* 
|[otty, and a fpirit of intolerance, prevailed amohg th^ 
mafgt ; that the nobles wferfe haughty^ the coUrtiers fer* 
vik, and the magiftrates unjuft. They returned wlt£ 
precipitation J and declared that their had ratber die^ 
on the borders of the empire, than enjoy tb^ WealtU 
and favour of the Barbarians: but from this jouroejr 
they derived a benefit which refieds the pureft loftrf 
on the character of Chofroes. He ftipulated, in i 
treaty, that the feven fages who had vifited the court 
of Perfia, Oiould be exempted from the penal law^ 
which Juftinian had enaded ^gainft his pagan fubjeOs^ 

The revolutions of the confular olffice have been al« 
ready occafionally mentioned ip the prefeht hiflory ; 
and long after the power was transferred to the crnpe^ 
fors^ the dignity of the confulfhip was revered by the 
Romans and Barbarians : but the wifeft fenators de« 
clmed, at lengthy an ufelefs honour^ the expence of 
- Via, n. D which 



vbich ixjennbly had arifen to fourfcore thoufaiiJ 
jpounds, and which involved their famtKes in certain 
ruin. The predecefTors of Juftinian had aflifted from 
the public treafures the kfs opulent candidates ; the 
avarice of that priticVpef^^red fhe convenient method 
>l>f t€^ati^i^^-'^e Ifmited^tKe ttce^'th'c fpofts,atKl the 
h^tffa^ of ^t^ild' beafts ; in tlie ifiirteeiiih year oi^ his 
ifeij^il^he fuccettioii of conMs Matty (aiile^j and tha^ 
cerebrated n tie f^fve^ to re:mind the Roq^ian^.of 

fteu: -^cicnt freedom f jet tbe people fondly expe^ed^ 
Its f^e(|4s fF.&orationj. thiree cemurJesdapfed,. before 
it could be aboFifiied bj law ^ the imperfect mode of 
diflix^guifhing each p^r by thq name of amjfgj(l|^» 
Vras Tupplie^ by the daf e, of a p&f,m^Mnf su^ Jhij 
ureek^ comput^ V^cord^ tp the feplu^gi^t ver(^^^ 
nom the flate^bftKc worW:^ ^nd the Latins, (incc.)^ 
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•-^A!«Q ^:0SISE3--SURMN]^E»; OF feAvfes^A--Gi:oit li* ijittt 

%ms of^tfte 'Cbths and yan4^1s had obtained ^ peaKX^ 
«&1^"*il%2lt)lShment iq l^urQpe and, A^"^?? ^Pl ^W 
^6 Aif/^ Kw^ers and ifalbfeieaj ftill ftflertcii tH^ inde* 
feafible d^fnTfiioH of the emperor; jeifter uie inripci1l£l 
purple wa8 refigned by the Weft, the princes of Con^ 
ftantinople affumed the fole and (acted fceptfe of the 
monarchy ; and afpired to deliver their fubjeds froni 
the ufurpation of Barbarians and Heretics* The inter* 
nal (late of Africa afforded an honourable motive* and 
promifed a powerful fupport to the Roman arms. 

According to the teftament of Genfcric* the African 
kingdoms had lineally defcended to Hilderic, the eldeft 
of the Vandal princes. His acceffion ivas marked by 
an edi&9 which atlo^^cd the free proft:ffion of the 
Athanafian creed j but this indulgence, without iatis*^ 
iying the catholic, difgufted the Arian clergy ; who in* 
finuated that; he had renounced the faith, while bis 
l^ldiers exclaimed that he bad degenerated from the 
^AHa D a courage 



3^ jw^TW^ ^p jf^LJ^: ^^ 

courage df JbijS.aiae^ftpySj .lii^^aTOl^^^dors wercXbf- 

p<j^e4 of ^ di%i5a€eful negAjgiatioo V'kh the By»aii>- 

tineiGoUrt ; sfnd.fijSitRoaps h^d. been.vanquilRedl?y^tlije^ 

naked ?Bd, difprderly Bjloo^, '^h^.j^blic difc^CBt. 

yfi^^vf^^vfio^i Jby .^(Ere^wr, wUq^ .^ma^ th^e, rdns of 

*B^9»W??4 5. iK*4i W^ , uQfbrmnjyte fpFereign fualf, 

lifitlayillt a Uruggie, ^oxa theithpooe ]^ a d^ng^on > but 

rii^ oan4u£); of Hilderic had fbof^gly petommendeit: 

Km ,to J^iliniatiy who, in two fucceffive emt>»f5e?, ad- 

-iBpn^e^the afupper to pevei^enqe the laws of {indred 

. j^qd fuiiceffion^ and to faffer an infirm old man to end 

^js ri^jSy eith^ on the throne of GaFthag^y of in, th^ 

; pajaqr. of. Copflanlinpjrfe* The prudence of Geliipir 

/eomp^lkd^ hin^ tp>,r«JQfl thefc.requefts y his paffion** 

ipj^gjpd.)iifp^jd^priyip the captive monarch of his eye$;. 

-^3nd:.the ci]^ y^Pfialj^ eon^dent in his ftrength"^ derided^ 

4i^,pj^e|j^ai:att^.of Juftiniap ; who, amidff his prot^f- 

tiitionsbf peace, wa^ determined to avenge the injuriet: 

^ . rButKihe ariioiir of the mo^ar^h was encountered by 
t^e^di£^9d?66 of .pru4enGe and the arguments, of his mi- 
•mfi^js^. JphOf c^ Cappadocia ventured in full councilr' 
to (^pde the inclinarions of his ipafter. ** You* under- ; 
H: take," faid *e,prsefed„ ** to befiege Carthage f/liy 
-«^ laiid, the> diftaQee is not left thaiv.one hundred, and* 
**^iot4y days journey ;v on thcfea^ a whole year muft • 
^* ciapA: before? yQu can^ receive 'any intelligence froiA - 
ii. yo«r fl««t- If iV&i^^ can be reduiced, it cannot be- 
<i pvskfKqi without the additional cq^queft of Sicify 
**r and Itatyi Succefs ^will jmpofe the obhgattoft ofi* 
^ new labours}, a fingle misfortune wi^l attraifi tW 
: .;> ^ « Bat- 
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luftiniaii ifelt thd faflfutary advice ; and the defign orihc 

' warwotiid pfdbaWy Have teen relihqiiiftcd, If a faaa- 

tic biftiophad riot* c^clared, ^liat'Gbd Ih a vJfidii bad 

'CorrVmanded '<Ke Mdiv^er^nce af-fiit '^Afik^if^tt^Tirch. 

"this ferfatia>>1e te?veiatk>n wtrs* ffh'ifegthfefi^TSf^Ac 

^ * iVoi*e reafonabTe liof es a^ a ?h*dtti "feK^Ai^ ^ilfe tWc^Bia. 

■ tibn of tKeca«cha]fCsJ^artd 'frorii tHfc^^herelits^'Of Hfa- 

j^erfd ' 'PudenriuV^r^n African 1^bjd?^; H^^ SfrBdy 

irgifiea his loyal mt<!nii6n&5 an^d'afiffil^i^'fJ^rilHid'tlw 

obedience of TripoU. .Godas, a VaHrfntTSarBdfian', eh- 

triifted wfththe government 'of Sdr^inia, had difctaim-. 

4<i tJieaoithorfty of the Randal rtiK>riarcH,.and'a1!iii\^ed 

"the Tovereij^nty of that fr uif ful" ifland' V ' 'dlfc(3r*a "^tfiid 

M^feitioh threatened oil' >every fide {fee thVottte'oF'GeH. 

"anlf'j whfte'the hopes of the^Roth^Hfe Ve^'Sxift'e^ By 

' t&e aipomtment of BeHfariuVtd' tke' tb1ffttftatf3'6n 

"^armies. " • ' ''' ' ' - -^^^^ ^K7r ,^0 :-- > .^:;: -- 

. This hero, who revived the fainlfff^glbry trf5R[Arne, 

Vas l)orn among tHe Thfaclan ^e^^^nr^ -aiid^'T^rved 

^among th'e jlrivaite 'guards of '■JtlftlfliaH.'-^'When'hw 

'patron became em^i^^^^ this dfiinefHcf'U'is promoted - 

""to* military comnVatid- T ^nd* ifter 'a -iibldl ' irii^M'intQ 

^W/fattneiiia, was elri<ru(led with'iSHe Inipohant iktioa 

^^Jiafa, '"The ^ftanes of f ^fia'HSd a'dvat:ted-wrth 

jfcfty itidufand bf 'his be'ft troops to ra^e tlie fortiljcii- 

tibhV 61 that buTwurL" ' fri the le\fi:I plain of Dara, he 

^a^ Vncbunfered by^Belifariili,''k't: Ihe hea^-bf i^'enty 

.^nvelboutarid llbmahs. / i*h^ 'fliift of tlie Imperial ge- 

' '^erai^^aiei tlietatJ^ ojf t!he'da}^/'and eight xhoufaaU 



^1 »??fiW?fe^.^^S^^9' 

lj^Jt^nc;4. ta ^e fXpieciipn ^£;the .prqvinqjs j bis %i#f4 
^^^io^i hii%cl tjb^. de%p> of the, cneijiy, j^pd 

jj^J^Vf?|ffi^^^ of |iUiDwntrqop$ j,.tifea 

* p}t>p^n At thefc^.W^te. faintly (uppprtejd i»' the .jhpjifj? 
qif d^|^i^il944^^y h^ft^^^ ab^ndjpped a coijflia^jjffvfs^ 
they ti^d loinUy demanded. „ Buf t|^p fagi^ qf.^elj/Sj^ 
riMs-roXe Jvpefipr ^p.bis jjefeai, aj^d bis abjlU^^Sy^e- 
f^rye^d. hh trgoj^$ frqm.ibf CQnfeqMi?nfes pf, thf jf, W¥fl 
i||ii«^<^rf r. , The approach of peace reUevcd Jivw^ jfj^ffi 
^e:d.5fenpe .pf ,the^ Ef^^^"^ frpntier i tjis <:oAdi^iiv ^l)/| 
feaiiion of iConilantinople dcferved ihe efleeoi.pf^h^ 
W^TPF;iy^;?J^ hU,appQJnt.J»ept to.jt.be conxm^nfljj^jj^^ 

l^coRfidepcj .^.pd; ipcMr^j^jj^^e ^tred,- of ,^e„!ci^ 
|gef^,li^eodQ^;j^^^ .49W wi^ dgfceiidj?d,/l«u»;f ja^ 
^f jrli^mt^ers.^aacl, jj^sr c^^'ftit)i|,.ha8. be^jo itaiqed,fyi^ 

^ind. pf her ^htij^^io^d, wbpm, Q)p ^pcpn^pqj^d-yf^ 
manly^ fefolutioa.|^ . al|, t^e Jt»^^i}iij^s a»ddangct»,o^jj^ 

^ Jhe forces for ih§ AWc*^, ejtpffdi^n .<o«(l%54 <^ 
tKcjgusird* <>f .^e^Uariji* }, foM^. hundred, pf the hray^ftj 
^erufi^corom^nde^ ^y Pji.Vjin 

^ps^^^t w?r|?.3J^Tgd b^ d«cq^tQ,«9^^^ 



bat the infantry yielded to the reputation of ttPe'^- 

iH^lpafdeiJgfiak%^ai''W^€'hunaPellPtt^^^^ 
i^d'1,yfwem^thtkifi^^'iiliTft{«r!^#e^)^'fi'm^^^ 

Wtfejr,T6w^at)y t#tt tfaoufand 6f tfi^'wafeayMr^ 
^iih oF CfenftstttJ^b^ei 't^eiimy^'"^ei'^^Wk 
fiiihiijd Vlitit\hfe ^hfef cBrtifnaiiH; Mij^fcH^jf l^fen^ 
#to' Al^gatija'^o^JBelMi^u^aiorife.'*^^'' ^«»"''' bsil^ji^rij 

AfWglifi'of the HeUefpont', Wrbdmlked,' ' i^'tfrf -9^1 
f»Wki'Me*WTrid;Yoat-aay's a£ *8^3^%h'ere ilSJ'^S 
fiiM ekhim^d » ftiemorabfe "fsftbii' of '^if ii^nefs' aril 
ftWrftyV^ -tVoofthe HTUi?«3'k'6'?n'a'irua^^^ quafra 
Bad ttab t«xe of ihei9' fallow' ISM^;' «l&e 'i'ntt'liia? 
flKwn •totlrt'arm^''furpeiided 'fT'^3i"i"^l6^E "Ttletf 
fe?dfittynteii Tefantfe<! 'ifie jju'nMmeh'? of a*CTime w^K 
b^aieliwi-bf ^bpU^wbafti miy Have l)V6ri'atten(fea 
^'limmfiiti eti^ C^fe^iJt^ttof ^forfirVa-s caugffif 
ff^'ttife-^imay V B^t tKe\r!fi%' fedirtio^ 



8V'tR'%tiftiil^'ai^ -elo^'tiettci of fei3ifaWus,'Mo fe- 
lJttil»rfti!a"ffi^'.Pk b? rtiyfa^. ■Ua^^fe^imp'ortkncc ^of 
^fej^ffiftT'^'i^fe "a fliccefsful liavilatfra, the troop* 
were difembarked'at Methone, on the lyieireman coilt. 



in?i?^l'id..e^fe,'whlch fwept away five hundred fqidicrs; 

1)4 their 



A«* kwhbcMS r^Adreid by- the <!ai^ of B^Kf^nui' i 
from the port of Methone, after a tedious njtvjgation^ 
|h^f:t»klied:tlu; hatbidur b^ ^ tlirfbBtberi^ 

^d<ni3f . 8k%bj titet iferia tm g^rtefned* by GoAic 
fifficMvin the XMHii0-of't^il^ dt^gbier H&d grandfoivdf 
tl^i|e0daiir^a(Bd(a0CMrdiitg u§ tWxnmddite of the court 
fGfdftavcipa^ :€heti»pp^of Jullkiiaii were^i^ecelved Kk« 
fti^'jfligemd ^iesv ^l^be infortnatton gaiB^ bj Belrfa? 
ioB^pE Sto'^at^'flfiddefigus ef the Vandals, 'deters 
iniiivAiim tq^^ httften his operations; his Impatience 
ms fiscondscliby the "winds ; andti^e Beet finally ca^ 
ltfichar::at.G3pus Vada, about tive days joprn^y to (h^ 

iLOeUmer^tigiws^illit of the approach of the enemyi 
{bad djetaebedtfive^tboufand of bi^ foldieni and^ ca^ 
^oodbred ..aiid tweilty gaUieSj; to the coaqueft of- Sari 
(^zna.i.1 :Tbefe inigiu haye enabled him to have attack^ 
fndropprefitd at^flsset of deep-bdisn tranfpof tsi efcorte4 
poky by niiiety^iMio light brigumhies ; and Belifarius^ 
^imfqfQUS of . the danger^ and the apprehenfioiTs of hi$ 
tKifip^ -feizeditbefirft opportunity <^f landing thenv df^ 
|j9Qixiaft pf:A£rica4 • Five foldbfs were left as a gua^4 
ptk.boa$d eachriof theihips.; at)d ihe retpaihder^ccti^f 
ficd a car^p fostifiedv Recording' to aiici^nt c^-othf 
]|rUb a 4itpfa and Tampartw Rigid difcipline wasi^% 
jbtced.by theeKbortadotif of the coouiiander i -sfiui fh<^ 
inhabitants were indiiced, by the liberality- df 'th^ 
}loman$9 to fapply them with ^regular market. Suir 
jU^eJQrfl: opened her gates'} the larger citiet ^f]^t^ 
aod Adrumetum ^oUo^'ed her example ; and Bdifurtai^ 
advanced ^ubou| oppo&tion as far as Qrafle) a^pa^o| 

'^^7^ ' ■■ ' ■■■•■ ■ ' "of 



Carthage^ . • i, - . . :.'».. ' » " ^ 

r Tjienear ftppraaeb of the. Romaot to.€axthagej 
Ailed |hp mind (^ G^lime^ irith ;mxietjr and .terror; 
Hq^, \ui(h€d to. pr^traS Ule war . till the returii, ^of . hk 
l}]?pth^ Zano from Africa^ and bjannlad the rstfltLp£ 
U^y of his pTed^cei!<Qra> wbo had dfi&Foyed the foHi& 
cations of Mfk^ H<$ coUeflodj however, aiCoofider^ 
ay^:^rmyi,.9Pd his brother AmBia»>.^«3ft dcr^Shnl: 
jSFJt^ttbe iCroQ^ pf.<;;ax.thage, tq encQUilter.tkeiHinuQi 
yaag^f^.^bpM? ten. miles from the ^^ty^ whiiS hif 
pepl^t^w Qibainun4att4i:ked)be.ld&> and^jrislimothiiiu 
felf charged the rear. This plan was ^dxftxriitertedb]^ 
tb§,rafliaeijs of Ammata^^.who, anudp^ng tfaid Jiiiaf 
of. atrack>, waa flain, and> his foiiowers pioiiiiEtd.t^ 
C^nhage ; Q^>an)imd.wa$de&£i|e(^ byiheMaflagBtm^ 
Had /G^liiO^r himfelfj ignQram^of; thgi eventi Sandmin^ 
juidedl by th^ windings bf th^ hilb^ paffeithc Ronlaii 
^xifiy^ and reached the fcene of. adtion -where Ainmi^ 
|a$ h^ feU. He deplored the, fate of his brother^ axu^ 
ef Carthage; and charging . the Roman fquadironf 
*HhJlrrefiftible fury, might bav?e d^ded. the nridoty; 
b^d.ie not, bydiiichaTgingca. pbus-dutyito the.deaidt^ 
^Uowied ^^^fariui titne to^pr^f$ forwatid with -hif 
gj9ard«y/aiid rdilore iLhe. fortune of the day^ -Afteri|^ 
Ittto^tuopjconflidl, the Vandal monarch fled' before the 
Eomsin Herojj^d dUeflpd his fteps towards the defenf 
o(iJgumidia. His .private orders for ^he exe^ntioabf 
pi^|i(i and his captive fj?ieinds, vere faithfully, obeyed^' 
Sitbth&<:re^cnge.Q^ the tyrant was n&ful to his en% 
||ij^,|^apd by Temoving :a.la\r£nl pincc^ prob^bl)| 



4» Di*««**3 A^inf^PALVSr 

«itednliesc:Raifirij Mlvetert ; ^iIh^ itup^tiil Bttt bad* 
cMAipiefl, %BE>rant oFthe rev^tt^ion/ a fetut'e fli^tt^ 
iartheddked TonS ; !Bt]irariu8^» after bne day (^vdred 
tvpothfitiiiid! (fdlivity*, ^mffoyied the ' maVinel's, fhe 
c^id^i^/idrUiithe foldfers, in feOi>rif)g the tvkU^- dnd'^ 
ditcKei)«iflHtei dpttoil of Africft j and' GelfWier beh^it 
with dfldnifhmeritf. and dpfpaiV the fttength'-oflhe^ 
Tjfirtgrfpnificatibnsl This^iiiiforfunwe^tot^naVehjiiftet 
cdftoflinfe^ the reitoalns. of a fcattered arttty; Wa^efK 
amrpcJ;m the fidds'bf BolJa, abbut fburidd^^jburhef 
ftcmbCtatrrfiafr;) Hvheii he receitcd the: letters of ^his' 
fcydlher Zwt>> VAh -illtetligefite of the cdii^tlt^l {^ 
SMln^^Uk^mhfet i«as exf reffiVe of TViVntiiatibifi^ 

H^dcfahi-edi agaioOP ^r .tmhappy in^iiwrJ >oyrfc6#lfe<;^ 

<\'fXTver iof :t)re boxiBSy !; niddii^g ndtxr >etiiUti€(> ^ki«p6^^ 
*Sdtl>fi«iiUUidf BaB&^^am} tli€ hope of' j^ v<}9\h. ^Abl^i^ 
^'.adoolS^inia :( tfly.tbr.oub reh'df jiitcftbteN0bFMif>iM^^ 
^^rtfftlpteifii^ i)^ Ol]3'>^fde7?l^GQ'tfae^i^e8{fl^idln1jj^ 
eJMyUfiii^i whklaE 3ivfai£fi>rudt9i;ly bofilcebM7($bm^4li»'fiaC>^ 
tives of the iflandy*2LQno1ia(tily embarked %(glftP6§^ 
c|fir.ancfidr die ifaiisd d!ay oii thc^^^dhlfiB^s bf Mfiii^l^^f^ 
asd joioid the croyaP Bandar A 4ti tb^ ^iranip*' of Bdlll9^^'^'' 

.TbeiliterFiewietw^en diaww^f 4»i-<^the#^^ wa^^otS^' 
fiil; bar the :hilguid fpkit ^£ itet-^iidald iras-^^^ 
I^Sfgtb a/wake»ed by ithe entreaties of tb«irkiflg/a!yd4^' 
Che. example fif Zaao'J Befoieth^isniy t^itdbetfi^rU^ 

l)ji:v; cai^ijeron, 



qHBfSOt^rirt)pUf it»fWjj j^ tlMft 

numbers furpafled, in 4r(e9l4&ld:pni|p6l4k)dn^ ifa^ 

Kf^fi tiisiii (iiimcrtto^, , ptomittud tiwdSirbaBiMb^iar 
i^rjU^h Hi^ at annififoj^atiiEf hott&i iT^ JbxfMm 

feH§^fidv*>JbJhe TQHeat of .Gelit!^rpiaiiiic>a^:fiftp 

b^tie^\i^t\^b.jdfMi4«<l tbie fate ofAfiica*. The cdnu/ 
qji$ffipr:}$4hlf^ir9C9fLtoi (torrn die hoftiie campjjbiitv 
Qf^igil^r ]Miig]llLn{jooiiiA]f fled ; aod the Vahd^Ui afiisr> 
^^Sili^il^g hvid4f3/t^^<^d Ui?m» hadily^ difperftdjiabxiovK) 
f?}flljl(fo?7tfeeif ^fooalfafety.. • Tbe 'R^tnam^^erad^ 
% ${yi)p f^^i^^^^ r^fiilaoce.; . atod Bdifarm^' on. thoj 
%Mi«tiT»^y*. paifed ao apprjebtw/iFt eight, feofttdc?> 
^clhft-^Ml||r'to,vJfei^h lie waft ^ppfed; by the difordef' 
^{^liJM^nip^an^.Qfji^itroQpi. .AjfiKm^thehadte-^ 
%tfpdiP^e^|o hfe dair^ hedifpaisbedalig^t detach-' 
n^SS^t^Jpn^Cd^C^eUmer;* ao^ adyai»aB«l >iritk»bts«niif ' 
asASA^ JHi^ R^^9^ ^Tbe {dionv^diibeimt^fgeiitd' 
t^4^M«»d»l^b^4ed to^ the cannery of the^Moob,'^ 
diSltrB^Sied;,8elHaritjs to Detuifii to Cavdiag^ \.\sssi4tKKit'' 
tbffBGfH^^iftftrtR^dLths £«ipcn>rt4|at J)€ hadi^cbia^iadt^ 

Mmqip^i^.v^nqg^ i)t^ indeed ^ fobmittM; ^^ii^e^ 
^\i^emAm^s:^xsmAfS^%r^m^^ eftaUSftactia Tripali, 
]^t|$0vCi^l»l)£40^a^s wd . Sardinia: ^ hot cfaeconqueft - 
o^(^§a^;§j»illdifetime^ be cwfttidrf d aa cmiipkt)^ 'tiit'l 
J»9i#)qg|(t>ii^iaNsPi^ ehker dea4>«ir^*^ de^^ 

..aoiaini:- Jiyereil 



{i(4 DICmME AKt> FALL- ^f 

- ^■■' • :. \ ^-'i-T-^j :,> - -.'..Ml .. . •;.• ^ 'tii^^a.. 
'5v«ted ifttotUia bands of thje Romans. Byihc toifc* 

^tigable p^rfuil of. his ewsmies, Celimer had Ifpen 

*<l]\ared, with fome falthiPul follawcf 8, to the inacccffible 

tUQUHtaiB of Pap\]Q, in the ialand tountry of Numidiay 

•lie ^ was immediately befieged by Pbaras, an of5cj?r 

50KI, tliough of the perfidious race of the Hertilis was 

tcelebrated for his truth and fidelity. Pharas, afeef: being 

Xepuifed ift zsi attempt to fcale tbe mountain^ awajted 

^Vrii>g ;^ wiqt^r fiege the operation of di(lrefs,a^ fa- 

ijgine,. The Vandal monarch, from the iinboupded 

£fi|fi)p^d ofiuduftry and wealth, was reduced, to ^(l^arc 

^he |)pyerty ©f the Moors, who promifcuouity fle|)t, to* 

^etbcr with their cattle, in rude hovels of mu]^ jan^ 

^Oir^ejBi whjch confined the fmoke and excli^de^,^)^ 

ifghi*. Their garments were fordid and fcaBtyf.^Jjh^ 

^fe of bresMiand^wine was unknown; aikdtb^T pat?i| 

•cak^j, ip>per,fedly baked in the a{hes, we?e^a^5?;l| 

dpvQufed by ^he hungry favage$v l^e kuowlec^ge of 

<^e fituatioOi if>f tbe Vandal diftat^ airicndly e^il^p 

ff:Q;n,Pharas» fii^. which he advifed the un/oHuw^e 

iPelvnei? np^longerto r^jeft the gracious cfemeficyjOf 

Juftiniani and ^be facred affurasces- of Belifariusii:;* 

^'4 am BQt ipfenfible,"' replied the kin^olT tbe.y|i^ 

0als, /^ how kind and rational is your adyice^^^butX 

*; csmnot perfuade myfelf to become the ftav9^*.of aft 

^ onjuft anemy^ who has. defeped my ^mg^acJ^J4 

P hatred. .IJini I bad never injjajsed cith€Tj)jf,ww31 f t 

{* deed J yet he has fentagmaft pie^.I kno^y aqtJfrpr? 

ji wbence;i acCTiainlEfelifariu$,rwbQha§ caft meb^e?j^]0|l|^ 

f ' Ji^iri the tbione iato th^ abyfs of piifcry* . Ju|i^jpi^^ 

fVis 21 maaj he i$ aprtncei dots he not d¥ead fo# 



•» himfeiF a fitnilay reverfe of fortune ? I can write 

** 4eM- yo\i, my dear ''?ftara.V ftM ^' a 'tji^dj-'^ir 
•-fpSii^^'-atid a=l6af dfiffeia:"' 'kii^ft^^s itff^if^. ' 

brdiitaryteobefe' ftVasIong ftnte't^%h§-ofAf^i• 
iitfd taXmmid) 'X defttfXKin tlkaM^*=GW'*fe ^f^ 
Afe'dftrl^^f Ifaceflant • wrbpiiig j' aii^^bte^^^ito i(<?teii 
fcftJef-'ttte ttidStieh^ijr ^(t>dt& b^ fiiigitt^ B tfee lyrfe-'tiBlj 
i4i HK:(5ry'i*f Ws- rhisfof tuh^s. : PUufS fertt; 'the^^^" 
fcmlfe redoubled tbi'vtgifancd '<rf tils '^oard.' ' G^li^ 
at^'fi^^fr'-yfeMed iofa the ft>letn^ al5irafld:s 'of 'fi^%' 
sltrd* ' lohdtifabte tteatniehf ; and in the firfl: ?iiteiVi^<)J> 
^fti^fart\js,^ tR6 ro^a! captive b\irft'lntoVftt'^ 
JiW^tei'.'f^t'Ife ttoWd'iiiigM naturally b^\M C^^Sftff^' 
^^li^dH ift hh fehfe^J' bWt his teftfeafotiabfe kirtli'i*i' 
MHatdti^t'^i ifttelligent'obferver, that^VKr t^enSs^idf. 
jy^i&l^atnefs areunwbrthy of a ferid(i's"th6u^fetf *'-' ' 
'•' ^-^^liieHt' of ^BelJaiftfs fboti- 'ek^d ^Ke^jeal^d^- '• 
^^ti^lltopetbr^ 'lUfe'^ttetf^e ^s *tef?'»ti»Vft' 
TfnaSWfe'iM province, b* rfeturh'i' tbuf W^eht'Wai' 
'toita^f frbm'h^^ ■fev^elgii'i' te'inp'er^,"^A«P W itM' , 
iftl^^gVi rffs head^'tt^^k ifls'ffanabWrSf tfiftifBilHi 
IfiS'ltiiiiHfe'l^'liK ptefeiJ'de^ild Ailiriilffi'iii r'«^ gife^dsi ' 
fci^i?ajJtf»»a^Sna^i8 t^emMMitt'm^eMfemmt ■ 
ih ^ajfa*tfis -MnV'i^, toMsA^Tib^ik ■ ^dedfe(f an^ i 
aifi&t^'ibf his depattuVr from Carfhrfg^i'^'fiii'pybHipt • 
i*l^<!f^ci'T^movedifie#pfehenfioni dfiltftWi4h; and ^ 



ai'^itf tfee Konoo^ ^P"a mmphv'-bilV fVi^fii' 'the 




4i(S #tcii)ii k»n #AtL OP 

If QiiohgrdpeS^dn^t4le ^(>M& ^ Salomoti-^VAKrh^ 
&Mvrt !-' Aiifc \« tAKl^tJ- ■ • ' '■ '-' -.'^ >^i^'-"'i-l 

Ii>:a3be fowicw of BeKfi^Tiife ^ttt immediatrfy r*- 
vf^iAid vi* |t»c <wnlblfli«j> j^a.bs. 53:. 3 aad the 
mi$formft« of G^tmidr vi*ere afleviatetf bran itn^fe 
^ate ill tbe province of Gabtia,: whigfe tfte' aEKdl^^t^d 
]toilatdi>aredr«d with his family ^nd' hits frfeiidsitd a lifls 
of peace, of affluence^ and perhaps of toid&at.^i Thi^ 
bnzJir^^ ;of thri V^ndai yaiifh were <Hftrlbuifed ^Wo 
firs iqujidront df ^ravalry, ind the poftcriry of/rK* 
c^minOQ iw^e iqfeiifibly miiigled 'with thefaerd-bf Mf- 
<tolifialJjeagL 1 ...... ^^ ''^^•- ^^'^i>"-^^ 

t JBelifiirtiis bad fbirce hoifted Ml for CoiiftaSSatiii^e 
b^Mf t&e iovsefion of the Moore Ipread tet^f 4^lf 
de&laLion throegh cha proviti€c6 of AW^a'f '^pfi ^;* 
j^5.3 Jhe!i:&vtage8 w^r© i^p^H^ by SdJoirftbal^iSfi 
eunuch^. m^osfafbiR'ihe imperial gener^t^^k^n y^^fil^ 
tmksdy entttiM' tb^ (^ef Gommana; ^ TH^tkyd^i^ 
v^ior ac^iKcc^^thitteen da^ joarn^y kim^GiltM^ 
tprjb^fif ge iiooi»titciL42iafias ; and though' h^ Wd kdittjieEA 
l«l; M rftrotr witbfome difgraceirom bl$ £r1l:«(ieflf^^ 
i|^ the feco^ th&ai^oui^Qf Us* tro>ops fe«Ied4h&%^{&l^ 
n^ntain} a citadel ^irefled on >tbfi lop' f^kr«$^tlAfi 
iijnpfHtani CQPgjiitdl ; And by th6arjn$^^SotocM>ii;^lfSt<' 
pf^^yiQCfi of Mapriianiaii Sitifi was^ again ai|fl€6i:^ia^ 
tljg : Roman wipirct ■ . v ■ '!""* \H.?'iuif -./.^^f 

«.Xh«u^e8, who hAd afccndiad d» throBei^fid)>;&i« 
a|$r th«^xtffiaiQA{€>f (be mgrfl iincriaii tbeoicia^c^ 
^fA^G^ ; ^fh^l4 )9^ltb. kdMb«icexTtfae.]apid3l|)i)Mii£iI^ 

r c : Thcudes, 



JuftinianVand fubfcribed % .fr«ty rf alliai^e '\rhtcllt 
)j9u^flg^, ^ tljp ,^pdf pppdgftqe ^ <)f - hi J po^^ttju Scv:i4ral 
^|]je^j9n the o^e|p.^d^|^^di(e«ranQMr ^imrecid^^ 
ll^^^o^aA t/^op^ J .fipd during feveaity.yeaar&ibatriha 
l^l?5f!98?. r^iasd,-wx.ih?riW)f tjiefe wouftepoEffiiHM^* 
^^t W9HS W^^'HWd t5^r»»aaber 8paifrJaibfe>Mj>6 

^.^j^ ggj»>^i9fiWn^>9l;^QIwftJc aadE|5fibUd in]ori&)iBJ 
^nf^d, jj^,;|j[^^#3 ofiilievQftTPgolbs iroaiih^ a»k 

beheld with pleafure the fubverfion of j(hd.3>Vah4ka^ 
lS^B^$¥ftiftf^A^»?a* ;iJ>i»t ihcy ware CBaifc430ttviaaed 

^f]^?Jff4¥>yfiyiPf A^ tlieloftyvfangwff^ 

oj^§difarJ9^^w^Q g^mc^ iatfae'^amsioftiiffieikii) 
Ij^or,^^|is«5overy fiC lh« .proYiiu:erfithhekliroi6.tljft 
lOtf^i*^ iWt^^lQ«: AttiitiQO:Qf^t)voi <h(imdn 
f0t^M^f^^^S^i»^^^^^ thijhBughtji^ogmagie: 
<^^tt^N^%i^ bkli^emm ; bat a:f]|>air^ difo^rdv 
IU[§1!|^4 |pJt»|yi^ the Gpths fappomcdmdi; it^hoto? 
fff^dllkP if^g&ity<)C^i%iet^akj:dg». I 'A^ 
l^b^PBdle^l^^ia^^ liep'£uhet Theodofio^ bf^ 

tMRjbfMijA^alafJc^Abdithfe kixigdbm^ ^ ltal]^;^^1?&ef^ 
NflVtjiiv^:^Jttalafomha w itid&riii^' 

^VI^dpkflliimdotR $ and^^her ^iminiy' «mdbftandhi^'^ 
\iras laudably employed in regtdating^^lie ^Ingdoift'^^ 
aA4(fSrft£fciagotbfi nBucflMtkni 4>f l Aihalaric. ' 39iH 3)o 
diQ)Qiy^ 9Jtj(bB^tiiykl yi^h ill repaid' tile ^ares6l- 
bb^ttothftfqandtisnet^ibiem^ whete the GotBi^-' 

«Kr«afii|iiibkdi& ti^ i^i^cttpk^^ 

.g^frjjcir from 
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from the apartmeBf of AmalaTontfka^ and complained 
tf a blow wbich his difobedience had provoked her to 
hSi6t. The Barbarians refented the indignity offered 
lo tllenr king, and infifled that he fliould be relcued 
Itom the difcipHnc of women, and educated in the 
glorious ignorance of his ancdldVrl The aiTaffination 
«f three of the moft formidable malecontents reftored! 
the (|uccn* mothe? to abfolute power, but rendered h«r 
juftly odious to a free people ; and the death of Atha- 
hxiCj who at the age of fixtecn wais confumed' by pre- 
fitttttre intemrperance, left her d^ftitute dfadyfirni 
ftrpport or legal authority. Inftead of retiring to 
]brfrate afincnce, the datighter of TTieodoric conceived 
like impraSicable defiga of fharing with one of her 
ec»rfitts the regal thle, aijd of refer ving in bar own 
hitnds the fupreme tiuthbr ity. Theodatus recejvedlbe 
^topofal wtthprofotrad refpcd and affefted gratitude f 
but Caffiodorhrs had fcarce annotmced^to the fenate and 
itar emperor that A malafontha stnd Theddatus had af- 
cteded tfc* throne of Italy, before' the Queen was mi-* 
prifented by her perfidioos cblteagae. [a. o. siS* 
Jlptii JO*] l^er ftibfequent dieath ^as at feaft with the^ 
donmvMce, if ndt by the order of the new king. ' * ^ 
Jkiftiaiaa behrfS with^ joy tfte dif&nfiotts of* the 
<Beths ; the imperial amba&dbrs, while thdt ojpenly 
interceded for the queen, prompted by artful Hj^tz her'^ 
private esEecutfonu They received intelligence of het^ 
ilsach with-appatefti^ indignation } and denounced, in 
ttiidr matter's mime, imrmortal war againft the peifi- 
tieus a&ffin. The feeble forces, prepared (br the ai- 
tkffxixs^ wexe fttengtheiied by ifae fame"of Bdt&fus ; 
* - Sicily 



^fSxSkf Tieeivid the hero »wMi open 'arms j Ac garflfon 
of Palerefto, ^bteh alohe'arttmpted fo rd!5(h wa» re^ 
ibced by ' a Angular ftratagenit Befifarms introdttctd 
hk fliips Snm tb« hirixmr, tb^'boste vme hotfted by 
pulfi^ to the topttiaft head; and he tilled tfietn^th 
arthersy iwhb, froinrthat^tion, cbmmanded tixerati^ 
f«tr4}f tiie«byf tA-^-^S^ December 31?;^^ * ia 
the ei^ng i|Rtng,rtbe4irofectttion of hfe ddR^ was 
JMrn-opcedby a dangerous.rAvoft of t1i0 African farces'^ 
Carthage ^as hveA by the prefence^df B<^niis^ wfai 
^teexpe6:edly landed with a thbaiaiid'^rds ; '€%l!t 
tfaou^ml tebeti were tdoted by the dexterity ^df the 
geaofd) aaid thfs viftory veais fearce obtawed^btfoit 
he vwtondled to 8icMy io appes^ a fedition kmdted 
ll(Rii%^his' alfence in his camp. ^ : • 

' The * feeble Theodatns bad t?tafeitted • to negbdatc 
^with^he emperdr of thefiaft'^ for the podr equSvafcnl 
<cl'*^ penfion of fortyicSght thoofand pounds fterllhg, 
•he offiered'to refign the kingdom of theGqthsand Ka- 
-^tas, iaid fpend the remamdef of his days in .phtlofe^hy 
and agrtcitltiire': £a. 'JO. 536#} twit in the interval 4jf 
•ftfpenfce^ tvre^ Jlofean' gener*^ who bad eot^red ^ihe 
province ofDalmatiay were ddfeat^d and imrl by fhe 
Gothic *r6bp8^ and Theodatiis, rifmgHfrom- abjcSl. de- 
spair f^groilndlefe preifumption, received, with menace 
'and^<^tefi^pt'9 the ambaffador of-|u(tiiuan. ^ 

'Ai B. 557-1 Bdt&rJus, after he had l^^fufficieht 
'^arfifonsittFaleftaoand-Sytacufe, embarked Ms troops 
«t MefEna, and landed thertt at Rhegiutn* £bermor, 

a '€rX)tftic prince, who had married the daughter-of 
'Tbeo*ifttsi was ftatioaed- with ani*anny tOgnard^he 
^ ''^OL-II. E entrance 
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entrance of Italy j but faubleTs to his public and pri^ 
vate duties, he defbrted, with his foUawers, to the im- 
perial camp. From Rhegium to Naples, near three 
hundred miles, the fleet and army of Bdifarius ad- 
vanced, without refiftance, along .the fea<oafl:. That 
city was garrifoned by eight hundred Barbarians ; the 
fbrtiflcatipns were defeaded by precipices, or the fea ; 
the walls and fountains: afforded a constant fupply of 
'watery and the ftock of provifipns was fufficient to 
confume the patience of the befiegers. At the end of 
twenty days, that df Beli£strius wis almoft exhaufted; 
when his' anxiety .was relieved by a bold liaurian, who 
explored the dry channel of an aqueduct, and reported^ 
that a/paflage might be perforated,, to introduce a file 
of armed foldiers into the city. After Belifarius had 
in vain, admoniflied the citizens of the impending dan- 
ger,^ four hundred Romans entered the aquedudl:, 
raifed themfelves by a rope which they failelied to an 
olive tree, (urprifed the centinels, and opened the gates 
to their companions. Every crime was pradifed by 
the tumultuous vigors j and the authority of Belifa*^ 
rius with difficulty prevailed to moderate the calamities 
which he had predicted. 

Theodatus, jluring the (iege of Naples, had fecured 
his perfon within the walls of Rome; hii cavalry was 
encamped in the Pbmptine maribes ; but the principal 
forces of the Goths were diftributed in Dalmada, Ve- 
netia, and Gauh Thefe rigoroufly fcrutinized the 
charader and weaknefs of their unfortunate mafter.«~ 
He was declared unworthy of his race, his nation, and 
his throne. Their general Vitiges, was raifed with 

. unanimou({ 
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unanimous applaufe on the bucklers of his companions ; 
and Theodatus, endeavouring to efcape from the juf- 
tice of his country, was flaughtered on the Flaminian 
way by a Goth, whom be had injured in his love. 
Vitiges, impatient to return to Ravenna, that he might 
feize the reluftant hand of the daughter of Amala- 
fontha^.and eftabit(h fome faint fhadow of hereditary 
right, perfuaded the Goths to retreat from the pre- 
fence of a vidorious enemy. He determined to ddlay^ 
till ne^t fpring, the operations of oflfenfive war ; to 
fummon the fcattered forces of the nation; to relin- 
quifli the dtftant pofleffions ; and to truft even Rome 
itfelf to the faith of its inhabitants. Leuderis, an aged 
warrior, was left in the capital with four tfaoufand foU 
diers; a feeble garrifon, incapable of oppofmg the 
wiihes of the Romans. The deputies of the pope 
and clergy, the fenate and the people, invited the lieute* 
nant of Juftinian to accept their voluntary allegiance. 
Beliiarius advanced, without moleftation, along the 
Latin way, which (kirted the foot of the ineuntains, 
and entered through the Afinarian gate ; the garrifon 
retired along the Flaminian road ; Leuderis alone re- 
fufed to accompany the fugitives, and was Tent as a 
trophy of vi£t6ry, with the keys of Rofne, to the em- 
peror Juftinian. 

During the winter the a&ivity of Vitiges had aflem* 
bled, from their ruftic habitations and diftant garri* 
ions, the forces of the Goths ; and their monarch ad* 
vanced along the Flaminian way, at the head of one 
hundred tboufand fighting men. 1 e i ^ 

Cff the Miivian bridge Was betrayed by the confterna- 

E a tion 
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tion of the Romans ; and Beltbrius, who bad faUicd 
with one thoufand horfc from the city, was fuddenly 
encompailcd by the boflile fquadrons, while he be- 
*Keved them to be on the other fide of the Tybcr; [jl.». 
537 ] The fete of Italy depended on his life ; every 
"bow was bent, every javelin tlir^£t€d againft him ; thfe 
Roman general was ftrong and a3ive ; his guards 
imitatisd his valour ; and the Cochs> after the Lois of 
'a thoufand' men, fled 43efore the arms of an hero. 
Th^y were raflily purfued to their catnp : arid the Ro- 
mans, opprefled' by numbers, made a precipitate re« 
treat to the city. The public terroT was encreafed by 
the report thaf-Belifarius was^ain. His countenance 
was indeed disfigured AvfChfweat' and blood; bis voice 
'was hoarfe; his ftrength wa6 altnoft exhaufted: bat 
he imparted his unconquerable Ipiritto liis defponding 
'companions; the Barbfimns felt, and Bed again be^ 
fore > their charge; the Ftaminian gate was throw% 
-open to a -real triumph ^ and -Beli&rius vifited every 
'poft, arid* provided for the public fafety, before he 
cotrld be p^rfUaded to tafte the needful refreikments of 
food and liiep. 

The army of the Ooths immediately pafled the 
Tyber, and formed the fiege of Rom^ ; for ^ he defence- 
of which Belifarius could only confide on the bndifci- 
plined zeal of* the townfmen, and a band of veterans, 
•^who fcarce amounted to five thoufand men, Eighteefi 
'days were fpent by the beficgers in military prepara- 
^tions, and conft rusting rolling towers ; on the nine- 
teenth they advanced to the attack. The vigour ot 
the Goths was e^fcited by the hope of victory and 
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fpofi ; ^nd if a fingle pod had given way, Rome was 
irrecoverably loft : but amidft tumult and difiaay, the 
ivhole plan of the attack was difUndly pr|ient to the 
piipd of Belifarius« He obferved die cha^gemf each in^ 
ftant, weighed every poilible advantage, tranfported 
his perfon to the fcenes of danger^ and communicated 
bis fpirit in calm and decifive orders. The conteft was 
fiercely maintained from the morning to the evening ; 
the Barbarians were repulfed on all fides ; thirty 
thoufand Goths periflied in the bloody aftion; and 
Belilariu^, fs^llying from; the gates, reduced the hoftile 
engines to a(h^. From this day the fi^ege of Roine 
4egenerated into a tedious blockade, which continued 
almoft a year. The befi^ers were haraiTed by fre- 
qjdtnt and fuccefsful ikirmiihes; but .in., a- more 
coniiderable a£Uon, which Balifarius was induced to 
hazard by the clamours of his tr^gntps, the Romans 
were defeated j their retreat was covered by. the pru- 
dent precautions of the g4^eral, whofe defigns were 
equally promoted by the vain confidence of the 
Goths, and the irepentan(;e. and modefty of his own 
/troops. - 

Biit the danger of famine appeared to Belifariiis 
more dreadful than the Gothic arihs. On the iirii: 
ide^ of a fiege, an extraordinary fupply of corn was 
imported froiu Sicily ; the harvefts of Campania and 
Tufcany were forcibly fwept away ; and SLome. W|^ 
delivered from an ufelefs and devouring multitude by 
the difmiiTal of the women, the children, ^nd the 
llayesj yet tbefe precautions could not, in the lait 
jBioftths pf the fiege, preferve the people from the mi- 
ll 3 feries 
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feries of fcarcity, unwholefome food^ and contagicnis 
diforders ; Belifarius pitied their fuflferings ; but he 
rejededy ti^ith difdain, the idea of flight, or capitula- 
tion ; and 5y his vigilance fecured the city from tht 
^ffefts of defpair or treachery. 

The reprefcntations of Belifarius, at length, obtain* 
ed from Juftinian, whofe vanity afpired to the conqueft 
t)f Italy, fome feeble reinforcements. Sixteen hundred 
liuns^ and Sclavonians entered the city, under the 
command of Martin and Valerian. Euthaltus arrived 
with large fums of money for the payment of the 
troops* Procopius was difpatched to colled what- 
afliftance Campania could furnifh ; and Antonina her* 
felf boldly traverfed the ports of the enemy, and re* 
turned, with the Oriental fuccours, to the relief of her 
hufband. The forces that arrived by fea and land,, 
were united at the mouth of the Tyber. In a coun* 
cil of war, convened by Antbnma, k was refolved to ^ 
force a paflage up the flream of the river ; and the 
Goths were appreheftfive of difturbing, by raih hof<» 
tilities, a negociation, to which Beli&rius craftily 
liftened. They believeld they beheld the vanguard of 
a fleet and army, which isilready covered the Ionian 
fea and the plains of CampaniaU This iilulion was 
fupported by the haughty language of the Roman ge- 
neral. When the ambaflfadors of Vittges offered, for 
The fake of peace, to renounce the poflef&on of SScily ; 
^^ the emperor is not lefs generous,'*. replied his Keu' 
tenant, with a difdainful fmile; " in return for a gift 
" which you no longer p6frefe,-he prefi^ots yoii with 
^* an ancient province of the empire j he refigns to the 

« Goth$ 
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*• Goths the fovereignty of the Bririfii Iflahd," With 
equal contempt Belifarius rejefted the offer of a tribute ; 
but'he confented to a truce of three months, whfle 
the Gothte ambaffador^ enquired their fate from the 
mouth of Juftinian. Alba, Porto, and Centumcellae, 
which had been evacuated by the Goths, he inftantly 
occupied ; and he difpatched John the Sanguinary, with 
two thoufand horfe, to ravage Hceniim, where the 
Goths had depofited their families add treafures. 

While Vitiges helitated between fhame and ruin, 
his retreat was haftened by dbmeftic alarms. He was 
informed by his trembling meffengers, that John had 
fpread the devaftation of war from the Appennine to 
the Hadriatic : That this formidable chief bad defeat- 
ed his uncle, infulted bis capital, and feduced the fide- 
lity of his wife, the daughter of the imperious Amala- 
ibntha. [[a. d. 538. March.] His lad attempt to ftorm, 
or furprJfe the city, was repelled by the intrepid vigi- 
lance of Belifarius j and the Goths, preffed by famine 
and defpair, one year and nine days from the com- 
mencement of the fiege, burnt their tents, and tumul- 
tuoully repafled the Milvian bridgei Vitiges, after 
difpatching his nephew, Uraias, with an adequate force 
f#r the chaftifement of Milan, which had revolted, at 
the head of his principal army beiieged Rfmini ; but 
the feeble rampart was defended by the ikiil and valour 
of Joha the Sanguinary. The eunuch Narfes landed 
in Picenum with two thoufand Heruli, and five thouf- 
and of the braved troops of the Eaft. ' Belifaj-ius bim^ 
felf appeared at the head of ten thoufand veterans; the 
Goths, aftoniihed an4 difmayed, abandoned their ftand- 
■ E 4 ards 
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ardt and their leaders ; and Vitiges himfetf never 
halted till be found flicker \?tthin the walb of Ravenna* 
To thefe wallsj^and a few fbrtrefts, the Gothic mo^ 
natchy was reduced ; but the imperial army was weak« 
cned by the difeord of the chiefs. Belt^us, before 
the end of the fiege, had foUied his fame by the arbi« 
trary execution of Conftantinei who was accufed 
of rapine, but whofe death was fecretly imputed to the 
revenge of Antonina. Each of his cdleaguesi con* 
fcious of the fame crime, was apprehenfive of the fame 
fate. Thefe encouraged Narfes to oppofe the con- 
queror of Rome and Africa ; and exhorted the eunuchj 
to whofe counfels they afcribed the relief of Rimini, to 
afluBjie an independent command, ^arfes, after yield*? 
ii^ with relu^ance to the. fiege of Urbinp, deferted 
his colleague in the pight } and with the \>znd^ of tb(^ 
fleruU, and ten thoufond Romans and confederatest 
inarched away tp the conqu^ of the ^milian pro« 
vince. Belilariuss with the remnant of his forces, re? 
duced Urhino, and laid fiege to Fasful?;, Orvieto, and 
Apxim\im. -Ns^f^ ^"^s at laft recalled ; all di^nfions 
were healed ^ bpt in the interval of difeord, the Gothf 
were permitted to breathe ; lM|iIan was taken ; and the 
northern provinces of Italy were invaded by the Franks 
Theodebert, of Auftrafia^ the moft ppverful of th^ 
Merovingian kings, Vfzs perf^aded, by ibfi gifts of the 
Qoths, to nSbrd them an indire^ fuppoirt* Tm thouf« 
find 3prgundians, without the apparent content of their 
foyereign, defcended froni the Alps, and jdned the 
troops of Vitiges in the fiege of Milan. After an.obr 
fttnate le^ftaQ^e, that city w^ t^dqced by fapime ; 

three 



three handsed dtouiimd males lirete vepotteid to hsk^e^ 
periflied m the ntaflacre; and die wilb of Milan. Mrerei 
levelled whb the grociad. Eniiooragcd by thi$ mvotd^ 
Tbeodd»ert Mmfelf appeared at tbe head of oAe him*- 
dred tjtott&nd BarbauriaDS in the pkiA$ of Italy* |[a. 0» 
539.3 The provHices of LiguHa and JEixmia were 
abandoned to the rage of the Franks, whofe meafiires 
were equally boHale to t^ Romans and the 6oths« 
Bat a dyfentery fwept oflF one third of tl» Ttdorious 
arniy. Theodebert was perfuaded to retire, by the 
mild exhortations of Bel&rius ; and the death of the 
Merovingian king, by a wild bull, as he wa^ hunting in 
the German £Drd[U, delivered the empire fnxn the dan«^ 
ger of his future enmity. 

Belifarius, in die reduction of Ofimoj hs^i narsowly 
efapdd the mortal ftroke of an arrow } ahd Vh^es 
was mvefted in Ravehna> the fortifications of wbt^ 
vrere fupertor to aflault; the iinpertal general wair 
compelled io proceed by the flow, but mdre certain, 
attadsjs of £unihe. VHiile he prefled the blockade, h» 
was furprifed -by the arrival of two ambafladors irom 
Conftantinopk, with a treaty of peace figned by Jufii- 
nian. This, difgracefnl agreement left the provinces 
beyond the Po, with the regal title, to the fucceilbr of 
Theodoric : but though each of his officera had ddU 
vered a written opiiiion, that the fiege of Ravenna was 
hopeiefs, the general boldly rejected the treaty of par* 
tition^ and refolved to fuftain the danger of a generous 
dtfobedience. He declared his refolution of leading 
Vitiges, in chains, to the feet of Juftinian. The Gpths 
?erc aftoniihed at his firninels;, they compared the: 

fame 
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hme and fortune of -BdHarius, with the veakneis of 
llbeit unfortunate king ; and they offered their arms 
and treafures to place the hero, as thebr independent 
monarchy on the throne of Italy. The policy of Beli- 
Jarius perfuaded them» that he was difpofed to comply 
with their wiflies, without engaging- an path for the 
performance of a treaty, which he fecretly abhorred.—*- 
Tbe gates of Ravenna were thrown open to the fup- 
pofed king of Italy ; [a. d, 539. December.] and be- 
fore the Gptks could recover from their furprize, the 
city was fecured beyond the dangler of revolt. Vitiges 
was refpedfuUy, but diligently guarded m the palace ; 
the flower of the Gothic youth, was fdefled for the fer- 
Tice of the emperor ; and the fubmiffion of the capital 
was initated by the towns and villages of ttaly. 

The jealoufy of Juftinian once more recalled Belifii^ 
fittSj who embarked at Ravenna his fpoils and captives $ 
the eobperor received, with honourable courtefy, both 
Vitiges and his noble confort j and, as the king of the 
Goths conformed to the Athanafian faith, he obtained^; 
with a rich inheritance of lands in Afia, the rank of 
lenator and patrician. But the conqueror of Italy was 
sot allowed the welKearned honours of a fecond tri* 
umpb. Yet the prefence of the hero, whenever he 
appeared in the ftreets, attracted the eyes of the people. 
His fellow-citizens were emboldened by his gentle de-. 
meanour ; his foldiers were attached by his liberality 
and jufttce; and the provincials were engaged by the 
peace and plenty which they enjoyed under his autho- 
Ttty ; inftead of being injured, the country was enriched^ 
fxy the march of Roman armies^} and fuch was the 
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rigid diAJpline dF his camp, that not a path could be 
tHKred in the neighbouring fields of corn. BeKrarius 
himfelf was fober and chafte ; no one had ever feea 
him intoxicated with wine ; and the moft beautiful 
aqptives of Gothic and Vandal race, were in vain offered 
to his embraces. 

But the fame of the hero^ was tarnilhed by the de- 
grading tamenefs of the hufband* Antonina was the 
daughter of a theatrical proftitate ; and in the various 
fituatiens of fortune, flie became the companion, the 
enemyi the fervant, and the favourite, of the empre& 
Theodora. Before her marriage with Belifarius, An* 
tdnina had one, hulband and many lovens. Photuis, 
the fon of her former nuptials, was of an age to dif« 
tlnguiih himfelf at the fiege of Naples : but it was not 
till the autumn of her age, that (he indulged herfelf ih 
a fcandalous attachment to a Tbracian youth of the 
name of Theodoflus.. The Roman general furprifed, 
at Carthage, the two lovers, almoft naked, in a folitary 
chamber, ** With the help of this young man,*' faid 
the unblufhing Antonina, ** I was fecreting our moft 
" precious effects from the knowledge of Juftinian/*— 
The pious hulband confented to difbelieve his own 
fenfes, and the youth refumed bis garments. At Sy- 
racufe, Belifarius was awakened from this delufion, by 
the information of Macedonia, a female attendant, and 
two chamberlains. Theodofius efcaped from the jufticc 
of an injured hufband by a hafty flight r but the tears 
of Antonina aflFured the credulous hero of her inno- 
cence; and he abandoned to the revenge of a guilty 
woman, thofe friends who had prefumed to doubt the 
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clia&hy of his \i|ife. A dtecbraiioa 0f ^Goikftiitftlne i^* I 
^ would fooner have pmifhed the adufc^e&tlma the 
Wj/^ was deeply remembeied by Antoliiiia i and when 
dcfpair :|rmed that officer againft hi^ geaeraU her fani^ 
goaary advice decided and haftened bis execution**-* 
Theodofius returned to Italy ; the pa0ion of Antonina 
was unabdt^d \ but time infpired. her lover with more 
ferioua thoughts ; he efcaped from her embraces, re- 
^ed lo EpbefttS) ihaved his b^ad^ and took refuge in 
iba f»i£tuary of a monaftic life ; and it wais not tiii 
^elifarkis moved forward to the Perfiau war, that The- 
pdofiua could be tempted . to feturn to Coaftanti- 

»ople* 

The (hame of the adulterefs fcsu'ce equalled the un- 
statural temper of the mother; and tl^e gallant Photius, 
m the camp beyoniihe Tigris^ was expofed to the fe- 
cret perfecutions of Antonina. Enraged by his own 
wrongs, and the difhonoiiir of his blood, he revealed to 
Beliiarius the turpitude of his. wife. The Roman ge* 
serai, and his fon-in-law, confirmed, at the altar, their 
loly vows of mutual revenge and defence* The do* 
minion of Antonina was impaired by abfence ; and 
when fhe met her hufband, in his fiift and tranfient 
emotions, he confined her perfon, and threatened her 
life. Photius was more refolved to punrfh i he fiew 
to Ephefus i extorted from an eunuch of his mother 
the full confeffion.of her guilt; arrefted Tbeodofius 
and his treafures in the church of St.. John, and con- 
fined his captives in a fequeftered fortrefs of Cilicja* 
3uch a daring outrage againft public, juftice, could not 
pai^ with impunity. The caufe of Antinona was 
^ efpouf^d 
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yrpouf^d by the emprefs* Belifarlus was ballily te« 
tailed^ apd tecondkd ^ hfe wife in the pr^feace of 
Tiieodora ;• Tfaeodofms wa^refcued from^his impnfon^ 
Mi^t J andijie iUon rjsmaiinder of bi& life wasde^ocetf 
to the gratification of bis miftr^ft; but the p(ren(iat«iiro 
death of the monk of Ephefus, could only be expiated 
by the punifliment of Photius, who was purfued by the 
implacable hatred of his mother ; though a youth of a 
iickly conftitution and confular dignity, he was>ex«* 
pofed to the tortures of the fcourge and the rack^ 
which he bore without violating the faith he had 
pledgied to fielifarius. After this cruelty he was buried 
in a fubterraneous prifon, from whence, after three 
years, he effefted his efcape, reached the holy fe- 
pulchre of Jerufalera, embraced the profeffion of a 
monk} and the abbot Photius, after the death of 
Juftinian, was employed to regulate the churches of 
Egypt. ^ 

la the fucceeding campaign, Belifarlus faved the 
Eaft } but he offended Theodora, and perhaps the em» 
peror himfelf. On a rumour of the death of Juftinian, 
the Roman general had fpoken the free language of a 
citizen and a foldier. He was immediately recalled ; 
but that difgrace which for the fame crime overwhelmed 
his colleague BuzeS; was alleviated in Belifarlus by th; 
^ignity of his own charafter, and the influence of his 
wife. A fine of one hundred and twenty thoufand 
pounds flerling was levied on his fortunes -, and with 
the office of count, or mafler of the royal flables, he 
accepted the conduct of the Italian war. On his de* 
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parture from ClonftantmdpIe,'hi$ irknd^, and €ven the 
public, were perfuaded tbat be would turn bt& arms 
againft his ungrateful foverdgn; but tbdr hopes 
were deceived by the unconquerable patience and 
hjalty of the Roman general. 
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«HAPtER XXIX. ; ' 

STATE OF THE BARBARIC WORLD— ESTBLISHMENT OF-THBl 
LOMBARDS ON THE DANUBEr-TRIBES AND INROADS O? 
THE SCLAVQNIANS— ORIGIN, EMPIRE, AND EMBASSIES OF 
THE TURKS-rTHE FLIGHT OF THE AVARS— CHOSROES 1. 
OR NUSHIRVAN, KING OF PERSIA— HIS PROSPEROUS REIGK 
AND WAR WITH THE ROMANS— THE COLCHI AN. OR LAZIQ 
WAK-THE -flBTHIOPlANS. ' : * 



HE wgulatr forces of the empire had once amouot- 
ed te fixrhttiidred* and forty*five thoufs^id men ; in the 
lime of Jttftialan they confided of only oQe hundred 
and fiftpthi^ttfimd. Thefe wete thinly fcattered oYer 
lea and land ; in Spsiin and Italy , in Africa and £gypt» 
on the banks of the Danube> the coast of ikfi Eujeine, 
.and the froAtterr of Perfia. ; The negleS:94 pay of the 
fiildtersjwas compenlateds^by^ the privilc^^ of fapise 
and indolence ; the want of national fpirit was fupplted 
by the precarious fakh and diforderly fervice of Bar* 
barian mercenaries* The generals inftead of promo« 
ting the publtd fervice^ laboured only to prevent the 
fuccefs, or to fully the repiHsuion of their colleagues* 
Military honour was almoft extinft ; and the fame of 
former heroes feemed confined alone to the p^rfonaof 
Belifarius and :Nacfe$» Th^' em^peror^ timid though 
ambitious^ fomented thedivifionsof the Barbarians by 
the arts of flattery and £iAfehood^ and invited by^ his 

patience 
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patience and liberality the repetition ,of injuries. An* 
tioch was deftroyed by the Perlians, and Juftinian trem-> 
bled in his palace for the fafety of his capital, while his 
lieutenant atchieve^ tjb^ conc^efts of Carthage, Rorne^ 
and Ravenna. 

The Goths to oppofe the arms of Belifariils, had 
relinquilhed the barrier of the^Upper Danube, and 
evacuated Pannonia ai^d Noricum. Thq Gepidac, 
iince. the death of Attila, had poffeffed the plains of 
Upper HungArj sind the Tranfylvanian hills^ The va- 
cant fortifications of the Danube were diligemly occu- 
pied by thefe Barbarians ; their ftandards were planted 
on the walls of Sirmium and Belgrade ; and theii^usy 
was aggravated by tbe ironical tdne of th^ff apology • 
** So dxtenfive, G.Caefar ! are^your dominion:; .fo 
"^^ nuinerdus are youi: cities ; thsit you iise cdntinaally 
^* feeking for nations foApi^hom, eitbev-mpeiace: bt war, 
^ you ni«y f elinqiiiUh^&efe xifietefs pciibfifDiis. ^ The 
^^ Gepidse'are your-bfav^aidd faithful ^sfiies.; and if 
^^ they ha^e anticii^sCt^d yoar gifts, they haveihewna 
<« yak comfiSgnce iti ydtir:boiiiity,!" jrThe emperof; m- 
fteaddf aSBTuHJiIng himrdlf tbt pracecttOQ cif his fubjeds, 
invited a ftraftge. people to avengitbe infult of the id- 
Vad^f a[ ; to occupy tbe provinces between the Danube 
«nd 4he A}ps ; afid -to: check ihe ambition of the G^e* 
pidae byth^ fame and power of the Lombards. 

This appelfotidn, a corruption of Langobatds, which 

^en6ted the length' of '^feard, was appropriated to a 

liarbarous people, who in &it time of Auguftusand 

Trajan, were difcovered between flie Elbe and the 

Oder. The ffliaUneft of their numbers was recruited 

by 
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by the adoption of the^ braveft flaves } atid alone^ 
amidfl their powerful neighbours, they defended^ by 
arms, their martial indepradence. Amtdft the cqd^ 
fli£ts of the various nations of the north, they gradu- 
ally defcended towards the fouth and the Danube } and 
preferved, during four hundred years, their ancient 
valour and ferocious manners. The Heruli, who in* 
habited the fouthern provinces of Poland, were defeat- 
ed and difperfed by thefe more hardy Barbarians ; 
who pafled the Danube at the folicitation of Juftinian^ 
to reduces according to treaty, the cities of Noricum 
and Pannonia* Their predatory ihcurfions often vio* 
lated the iafety of their Roman allies j and a cohteft 
of thirty years with the Gepidse, was only terminated 
by the extirpation of that people. Forty thoufand of 
the Lombards periflied in th%: <leciiive battle which 
broke the power of their adverfaries, transferred the 
fears of Juftinian, and difplayed the charader of Al« 
boin, the prince of the victorious nation, and the fu* 
ture conqueror of Italy. 

The two great tribes who, in the reign of Juftinian, 
wandered over the plains of Ruffia, Lithuania, and 
Poland, were diftingui(hed by the name of Bulgari- 
ans and Sci,AVoNiANS. The former, who touched the 
Euxine and the lake Msotis, derived from the Huns 
their name and defcent, their arms and their manners ; 
and were divided into two hoftile parties, who purfued 
each other with implacable hatred ; thefe were both 
equally attracted by Roman wealth, and their rapid 
marches could only be ftopped by the Baltic fea, and 
the extreme cold and povertyof the north,. The form of 
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the Sclavonians differed from the fwarthy Tartars.; 
and they approached, \vithout attainihg, the lofty fta* 
tore and fair complexion of the Germans. Their huts 
were hadily cdnftruded of rough timber^ and erected 
in the depth of forefts, or on the banks of rivers* 
The fertility of the foil, rather than the labour of the 
natives, fupplied the ruftic plenty of the Sclavonians ; 
their fheep and horned cattle were large and nume« 
rous ; the fields which they fowed with millet, afforded 
them a coarfe but wholefome food ; and even in their 
favage (late, they are reprefented as poffeffing the w- 
tues of patience, chaftity, and hofpitality* They 
adored, as the fupreme God, the invilible mafter of 
thunder ; but they difdained to obey any prince, or 
even magiflrate ; and their paffions were too head-' 
ftrong to compofe any ^ftem of equal law or general 
defence. Some voluntary refped was yielded to age 
or valour ; but each tribe exifted as a feparate and in« 
dependent republic ; they fought on foot almoft 
naked, and except an unwieldy fhield, without any de- 
.fenfive armour; their weapons of offence were a bow, 
a quiver of fmall poifoned arrows, and a rope which 
they d^xteroufly threw from a diAance, and en* 
tangled their enemy in a running norofe. 

The intermediate boundaries between the Sclavp^ 
nians and the Bulgarians were fcarce known to the 
Barbarians themfeWes. lliefr importance was mea* 
fured by their vicinity to the em|Hre. The level <:oun* 
try of Moldavia and Wallachia was occupied by a tribe 
of the Sclavoniai^s, diftihguiflied by the appeliation of 
JVntes ; againft thefe Juftinian erected the fortifications 

of 
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of tfai^Lo'wer Danube, and laboured to fecure theaU 
Iknce of a people feated in the dired channel of north* 
era inundation. But the Antes wanted power or 
inclination to ftem the torrent. The Sclavonian foot 
followed with equal fpeed the Bulgarian horfe, a^d a 
free retreat was purchafed through the country of the 
Gepidsc, who commanded the pafiage of the Upper 
Danube^ by the payment of a piece of gold for each 
foldier« The unifi3rm repetition of annual iricurfions 
was almoft effaced by the invafion of the Bulgarians, 
ifi the year 9 and about the time, that Ravenna furren- 
dered ; they fpread from the fuburbs of Conftanti- 
nople to the loniaii gulph, and repaffed the Danube 
with the miferable train of one hundred and twraty 
thoofaad captives. In a fubfequent inroad, they pierced 
the wall of the Thracian Cherfonefus, and returned 
With the fpoils of Alia } another party penetrated from 
the ftreights of Thermopylae to theifthmus of Corintbn 
and involved in deftrudion what yet remained of Gre* 
. cian magnificence. Three thgufand Sclavonians, dU 
vided into three bands, pa0ed the Danube and the 
Hebrus, vanquifiied the Roman generals who oppofed 
their progrefs, and plundered, with impunity, ttie cities 
of Ulyricum aiid Thrace. So fatal were their devafta-^ 
tions, that the hiHorian of Juftinian aflferts, thefe ia^ 
roads annuaUy confumed two hundred thoufandof the 
inhabitants of the Roman empire. 

. Europe, amidft thefe calamities, felt the fliock of a 

revolution^ which firft revealed the name and nation of 

tbeTurks. This martial people boaft that their found^r^ 

• ^eRomuliiSa was fuckled by a ihe-'wolf; and the 

Fa fam^ 



6$ Df CLINE AND FALL 6t 

fame fable ha$ been invented, without any intermediate 
intercourfe, by the Latian, and theScythian (hepberds. 
The authority of the khan of the Geougen extended 
over the mountains of Altai, the centre of Afia ; and 
the Turks who inhabited that ridge of hills were. Com- 
pelled, for the fervi<;e of their matter, to forge into 
arms the minerals they contained. The annual cere- 
mony, in which a piece of iron was heated in the fire, 
and a fmith's hammer was fucceifively handled by the 
prince and his nobles, recorded for ages the humble 
profeffion of the Turkifli nation, [a. d. 545.] Ber- 
tezena firft exhorted his countrymen to ufe the w-eapons 
they prepared for their mafters, as the rnftruments qf 
freedom and viftory ; their valour was fignalized in 
fuccefsful combats againft the neighbouring tribes; 
but when their leader prefumed to aflc in marriage the 
daughter of the great khan, the demand was contempt- 
uoufiy rejefted. 'A more noble alliance with a princefe 
of China expiated this difgrace ; and the fubfequent 
defeat, and almoft extirpation, of the nation of the 
Geougen, eftabliftied in Tartary the powerful empire 
of the Turks. But though they reigaed over the 
north, they remained faithfully attached to the moun- 
tain of Altai ; and difdained the alluring luxury of 
Xlhina; in their religion, they prefer ved the firaple 
prafiti^e of their anceftors. The fupreme Deity was 
acknowledged by the exclufive honours of facrifice; 
but they alfo exprefied their obh'gations to the air, the 
fire, the water, and the earth. Their written law& 
xrere fevere and impartial i theft was punifhed by te»- 
Ibld reflitution , adultery, treachery, and murder, with 
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death ; but no chaftifement could equal the Inexpiable 
guHt of cowardice. The norihern limits of theTurkilb 
conquefls extended as far as Kamtchatka ; and on the 
fouth, the White Huns, who had vanquifhed the Per- 
lian monarch, and carried their vidonous arms along; 
the banks of the Indus, yielded to their irrcfiftible va- 
lour. On the fide of the weft, they paffed the lake 
Moeotis when frozen, and befieged the Roman city of 
Bofphorus ; and to the eaft, the empire of China waft 
continually afflifled by their deftrudive incurfions^ 
This extent of empire compelled the Turkifh monarch 
to eftabIKh three fubordinate princes of his own blood, 
who foon forgot their gratitude and allegiance ; the 
conquerors were enervated by luxury ; the vanquiflied 
nations refumed their independence ; and the power of 
the Turks was limited to a period of two hundred 
years. 

The nation of the Qgors, on the banks of the Til, 
Was fubdued by the Turks ; their khan, with thrqe 
hundred thoufand of his fubjeAs, was flain in battle { 
about twenty thoufand furviving warriors, .preferring 
exile to fervitude, followed the road of the Volga, af- 
fumed the falfe but formidable name of the Avars, 
whofe lawful proprietors had fubmitted to the Turkifh 
yoke, and at the foot of mount Caucafus, in the coun* 
try of the Alani and Circailians, firft heard of the 
fplendour and weaknefs of the Roman empire. Their 
ambaflfador, with the permiflion of the governor of 
Lazica, was tranfported by the Euxine fea to Conftan* 
tinople,. [a. d. 558.] and the improvident Juftiniaa 
accepted the proffered alliance of a ftrange people^ who 
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readily devpted themfelves to the fervice of the empire j 
but demanded in return precious gifts, annual fubfiT 
dies, and fruitful poflfeilions. Valentin, one of the 
emperor's guards, retiirtied with the ambaflador to the 
camp, at the foot of mount Caucafus ; he eafily per- 
fuadpd the Avars, by fplendid prefents and promifes,to 
invade the enemies of Rome ; and in lefs than ten years 
thefe fugitives had reduced the Bulgarian and Sclavor 
nian tribes, and pitched ' their camps qn the Danube 
aiid the Elbe. The chagan, the peculiar title of their 
king, ftill affeded to cultivate the friendship of the em- 
peror ; but the virtue or treachery of an Avar betrayed 
the fecret hoftile defigns of his countrymen, and awak^ 
ened the fears and jealoufy of the imperial court. 

But though the pretended Avars bail penetrated to 
iuch a diftance from the arms of their conquerors, an 
ambaflador, from the great khan, had traced their 
fteps, and arrived at the Byzantine court to propofe the 
alliance of the Turks againft the Perfian monarch. 
Maniach, the prince of the Sogdoites, enumerated tke 
conquefts and power of hi$ mafter, Difabul ; and re- 
quelled that the fucceflbr of Conftantine would not 
efpoufe the caufe of rebels and fugitives. The empis« 
ror profeflfedly renounced the Avars, and his ratification 
of a treaty with the Turks was parried by a Roman 
minifter to the foot of mount Altai. The ambition of 
Chofroes cemented the union of the Turks and Ro- 
dmans, who touched his dominions on either fide ; but 
thofe diftant nations, regardlefs of each other, confulted 
the didates of intereft, inftead of the obligations of 
treaties ; and the ambafladors qi Tiberius were xe- 
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duced to liften to the rq)roache8 of the fon and fuc- 
ceflbr of Difabul. " You Roinans/' faid the haughty 
Barbarian, ** fpeak with many tongues, but they are 
•• tongues of deceit and perjury ; while your mafter 
•* folicits my friendfliip with flattering and hollow 
•• words, he is funk to a confederate of my fugitive 
** Ogors. If Icondefcend to march againft thofecon- 
•• temptible flaves, they will tremble at the found of 
** our whips j thej will be trampled like a neft of ants 
** under the feet of my innumerable cavalry. I am not 
*' ignorant of the road which they have followed to 
•* invade your empire j nor can I be deceived by the 
^^ vain pretence, that mount Caucafus is the impreg- 
•' nable barrier of the Romans, t know the courfe 
** of the Niefter, the Danube, and the Hebrus ; the 
^^ mofl warlike nations have yielded to the arms of the 
** Turks ; and from the rifing to the fetting fun, the 
•• earth is my inheritance.** Notwithftanding thii me- 
nace, a fenfe of advantage prevailed over the refent- ' 
ment of - the khan,« and the alliance was renewed 
between the Turks and the Romans. 

Cabades, the Perfian monarch, whofe tiftory over 
Amida we have already mentioned, had experienced 
during a diftrafted reign, the viciffitudes of fortune, 
A prifoner in the hands of his fubjeds ; an exile among^ 
the enemies of Perfia ; his laft years were emliittercd 
by the difprders of his people, and the fanaticifm of 
Mazdak, who aflferted the community of women, and 
the equality of mankind. Cabades had recovered Ki$ 
liberty by proftituting the honour of his wife, and re- 
gained his kingdom by the aid of the Barbarians, who 
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bad flain his father* His partiality for his third fon 
Chofroes, or Nufliirvax), induced him to alter by his i^ill 
the cullomary order of fucceilion ; and to render the 
youth more illuftrious, Cabades was defirous that he 
jQiould be adopted by the emperor JuRin* The Perfian 
prince had already advanced, with the confent of the 
Byzantine court, as far as the Tigris, when his journey 
vas (topped by the advice of the quaeftor Proclus, left 
the adoption might be urged as a claim to the inherU 
tance of his Roman parent. The indignity funk deep 
in the mind of Chofroes, who foon after, by the death 
of his father, was exalted by a powerful party to the 
throne of Perfiat 

The repofe of Chofroes was fecured,on the pretence 
of a flight confpiracy, by the death of his two elder 
^brothers, their families^ and adherents. One guiltlefs 
youth was difmiifed by a veteran general ; and this z& 
of humanity overbalanced the merit of reducing twelve 
nations to the obedience of Per(ia« Mebodes had 
fixed the diadem on the head of Chofroes himfelf ; 
but he delayed t6 attend the royal fummons till he had 
performed the duties of a military review ; and his fen- 
tence was pronounced by the inflexi(}le pride and in- 
gratitude of bis mafter. But where his own dignity 
interfered not, the government of Chofroes was firmi 
rigorous, and impartial. ^ He abolifhed the dangerous 
theory of common or equal pofleflions ; he revived and 
publilhed the laws of the firft Artaxerxes } he extended 
his care to the education of his fubjeds, and the culti? 
vation of their lands j and the example of the monarch 
^waHcned tl^e curiogty of ;tq iQgeniouif people, and dif. 
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fufed the light of fcience throughout the domimons^ of 
Perfia. 

When Chofroes afcended the throne of Perfia) he 
found that kingdom involved in a war with the empe^ 
ror of Conftantinople. The policy of Juftiman con- 
fented to purchafe a peace at the price of eleven thoufand 
pounds of gold j the gates of Caucaftis were affumed 
by the Perfian ; and the demoKtion of Dafa was fuf* 
pended on condition that it fhould never be ttiade the 
refidence of the general of the £aft* Thi^; int^r^al 
was diligently improved by the arnhkipn of Jgftjnian ; 
the avarice of Chofroes was foothed by alatg^i^oitjon 
of the fpoils of Carthage ; but he heard with .aft^ifli* 
menr,.envy, and fear, that Sicily, Italy, and Roip^e 
itfelf, had been reduced in three rapid campaigns' by 
the arms of Belifarius. He excited bis. bold and fubtlq 
vaiTal Almondar, who waged an obfcure war .;iigainfl: 
the chief of the tribe of Gaflen, a confederate of tb$ 
empire^ to invade and ravage the province of Syria 5 
and Juftinian, inftead of repelling by arms the incur* 
(ions of Almondar, endeavoured to feduce bis allegi^ 
ance ; and invited the diftant nations of jSSthiopia and 
Scytfaia to attack the dominions of the Perfian. .:The 
difcovery of this boftile correfpondence juftified the 
complaints of the Goths and Armenians, who about 
the fame time implored the protection of CbofroeSt 
Their reprefentations were uniform, weighty^ and 
effedual. '^ The ambitious and faithlefs Juftiniaa 
^^ afpires to be. the fole mafter pf the world. Ha$ he 
^^ not violated the privileges of Armenia, the inde- 
^^ pendep(;e pf Cplchos, ^n^ t|i9 wild liberty of the 
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*^ Tzanian mountains ? has he not ufurped with equal 
•* avidity the city of Bofphorus on the frozen Maeotis, 
•* and the vale of palm trees on the fliores of the Red 
** Sea ? The Moors, the Vandals, and the Goths, have 
•* been fucceffively opprefled, and each nation has calm- 
«* ]y remained the fpeftator of th«r neighbour's ruim 
•* Embrace, O King ! the favourable moment ; the 
^^ Eaft is left without defence, while the armies of 
*^ Juftinian, and his renowned general, are detained in 
^' the diftant region of the Weft. If you hefitate and 
<' delay, Belifarius will fooh return from the Tyber 
*• to tfce Tygris, and Perfia may enjoy the wretched 
^ confolatioa of being the lall devoured/' 1 hefe ar- 
guments were fufiicient to perfuade an ambitious king^ 
and Chofroes determined in perfon to fupport the caufe 
of the fupplicants. 

At the bead of his army, which had been aflembled 
in the plains of Babylon, the fon of Cabades, prudent^ 
ly declining the ftrong cities of Mefopotamia, follow: d 
the weftern bank of the Euphrates, and burfl: by 
treachery and furprize the gates of Dura. His rapid 
cavalry preffed forward into the heart of Syria^ while 
th« feeble enemy vanilhed at his approach, and difap- 
pointed him of the honour, of victory. Hierapolis, 
Aleppo, Apamea, and Chalcis, were fuccellively be« 
fieged* They redeemed their fafety by a ranfom of 
gold and filver i and their new mader enforced, with* 
out pbferving, the terms of capitulation. Fourteen 
year-s before Antioch bad been ruined by an earth* 
tjuake : but the capital of the Eaft^ the new Theopolis, 
jiad been raifed from the ground by the liberality of 
1 JuftU 
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Juftmian. Germanus, the emperor's nephew, refuted 
to truft his perfon within the walls of a befieged ci!y ; 
but the people of TheopoUs were elated by the fudded 
reinforcement of fix thoufand foldiers. The Perfiaii 
hoft mounted with fcaling ladders to the aflault, and 
the Roman mercenaries fled through the opposite gate* 
The city was delivered to the flames, though fome 
fmall portion was preferved by the avarice of the vic- 
tor, and the fudden change of the wind. Eighteen 
miles below Antioch the river Orontes falls into the 
Mediterranean ; the haughty Perfian vifited the term 
of his conquers, and after bathing in the fca, offered a 
folemn facrifice to the fun. With the fpoil of Syria^ 
he flowly moved to the Euphrates, threw a temporary 
bridge over that river, and on bis return founded near 
Cteflphon, a city to perpetuate the joint names of 
Chofroes and Antioch. Palcftme and the holy wealth 
of Jerufalem, next inflamed his defires ; and Gonftan<- 
tihople, and the palace of the Cspfars, no longer zp^ 
peared impregnable or remote 

To difappoint thefe hopes, the conqueror of Italy 
was recalled to the defence of the Eaft. While Chof- 
roes purfued his defigns on the coaft of the Euxine, 
Belifarius encamped beyond the Euphrates wirhin {iX 
miles of Nifibis. His plan to draw the Perfians from 
that impregnable citadel was difconcerted by the un« 
tra(5lable fpirit of Arethas, and his Arabs, whom he 
had detached to ravage Aflyria, and who neither re- 
.turned, nor fent any intelligence of his motions. After 
reducing the fortrefs of Sifaurane, the Roman general 
ffzs ip,Qd\kd i but the danger^ of the enfuing fpring 
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reflx>red him to confidence and command^ and the hero 
was difpatched to repel by his name the invafion of 
Syrb. He found the Roman generals imprifoned by 
their fears in the fortifications of HierapoHs. He com- 
manded thfem, without lidening to their timid counfels, 
to follow him to Europus, where he had refolved to 
collect his forces. His firm attitude on the banks of 
the Euphrates reftrained Chofroes from advancing to« 
wards Paleftine^ and the Perfian monarch was deluded 
by the addrefs, and awed by the genius of the lieute-^ 
nant of Juftiman* He dreaded to hazard a decifive 
battle in a diftant country ; he haftened to repafs the 
Euphrates ; and Belifarius prefied bis retreat by afied« 
ing to oppofe it. The fecond removal of Belifarius from 
the Perfian to the Italian war> difplayed the extent of his 
genius. Fifteen generals who fucceeded him were de- 
feated by four thoufand Perfians, as they led through 
the mountains .of Armenia an army of thirty thoufand 
Romans. But the cities of Dara and EdeiTa refilled 
the aflault of the Perfians, and the calamities of war 
were fufpended by thofe of famine. The eaftern fron- 
tier was protected by a tacit agreement between the 
two fovereignSt and the arms of Chofroes were con- 
fined to the Colchian or Lazic wars. 

Thie length of the Euxine fea from Conftantinople 
to the Phafisy may be computed at feven hundred 
niiles. In the courfe of one hundred miles the Phafis, 
which defcends from the craggy mountains of the 
Iberian Caucafos, divides the celebrated region of 
.ColchoS) or Mingrelia. Three fides of the country 
*are fortified by the Iberian and Armenian mountains ; 
' ' and 
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indi the maritime coail extends about two hundred 
miles from the neighbourhood of Trebizond to Diof* 
curias, and the confines of CircaiCa. The foil and 
climate are both injiirioufly moid ; but the fields pro- 
duce a grain, not unlike milletj called gom^ which 
fupplied the ordinary food of the people; and the 
ftems of the vines, as well as the quality of wine, dii^ 
play the unaflifted powers of Nature. The gold mines 
to the fouth of Trebizond were a fubjed of national 
difpute between Juftinian and Chofroes \ and it is not 
improbable that a vein of that precious metal is diffufed 
through the circle of the hills. 

The natives of Mingrelia, amidfl the rudeft igno- 
rance, difcover a Angular dexterity both of mind and 
band ; and although the want of union expofes them 
to their more powerful neighbours, a bold and intrepid 
fpirit has animated the jPolchians of every age. In 
the hod of Xerxes they ferved on foot ; but in their 
own country the ufe of , cavalry has more generally 
prevailed. The meanefl: of the peafants difdain to 
walJL ; each noble is ppiTefTed, perhaps, of two hundred 
horfes ; and above five thoufand are reported to be- 
long to the prince of Mingrelia. The Colchian go- 
vernment has always been a pure and hereditary king, 
dom ; and the authority of the fovereign is only re- 
ftrained by the turbulence of his fubjefls ; but it is 
fcarce credible, that from the. (ingle tribe of Suanians 
be could affemble two hundred thoufand foldiers } or 
that the population of Mingrelia now amounts to four 
millions of inhabitants. 

The Cokhians boa(t chat their anceflors checked 

the 
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the vidories of Sefoftris : without any memorable e& 
fort they funk under the arms of Cyrus ; and their 
territory was added by Mithridates to the wide circle 
of his dominions. In the purfuit of that prince, the 
Romans advanced to the banks of the Pbaiis ; but the 
fenate difdained the ufelefs conquefl: \ and the family 
of a Greek rhetorician, of the name of Polemo^ was 
permitted to reign in Colcho^^, from the time of Mark 
Antony to that of Nero. After that race was extind; 
the eaftern Pontus extended no farther than the n^igh- 
bourhood of Trebizond. Beyond thofejimits the 
fortifications of Hyflus, of Apfarus, of the Phalis, of 
Diofcurias, and of Fttyus, were guarded by Roman 
detachments. As the ttrength of the empire was 
gradually impaired, the Romans, ftationed on the Pha- 
fis, were withdrawn or expelled ; and the tribe of Lazi 
impofed their name and dominion on the ancient king^^ 
dom of Colchos. The king of Lazica was foon com- 
pelled to receive his fceptre at the hands of the Perfian 
monarch ; and the fucceflbrs of Conftantine acquiefced 
in the injurious claim. In the beginning of the fixth 
century their influence was reftored by the introduc- 
tion of Chriftianity ; Zathus had been exalted to the 
regal dignity by the favour of the great king ; but the 
pious youth abhorred the ceremonies of the magi, and 
fought baptifm at Conftantinople. The king of La- 
zica was invefted by the emperor Judin with the 
diadem ; and the revolt of Colchos was excufed by 
the venerable names of religion and hofpitality. 

But the connection between the Lazi and the Ro« 
mans was fooh interrupted by the avarice and arabi- 
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lion ot the latter. They ere€!cd a fort at Pctra, 
which commanded the territory to the fouth of the 
Phafis. The country was infulted, the commerce 
monopolized, and the prince Gubazes reduced to a 
pageant of royalty by the oiGcers of Ju(tinian« The 
indignant Lazi folicited the aid of Chofroes ; the am- 
bidous monarch filently led his troops to the frontiers 
of Iberia; they were condnded through the narrow 
paffiss of Mount Caucafus; Petra capitulated; and 
Gubazeslaid his diadem at the feet of the Periian mo- 
narch ; but the natives foon difcovered that the new 
mafter excelled even their old in the arts of oppre($on« 
The intolerant zeal of the magi provoked the fervour of 
SI Chriftian people ; Chofroes, fenfible of their hatred^ 
bad given orders to aflaffinate the king, and to tranf- 
plant the people ; but thefe defigns were averted by the 
jealoufy of the Colchians ; their, repentance was ac- 
cepted by Juftinian ; and Dagifteus was commanded^ - 
with feven thoufand Romans, and one thoufand Zani, 
CO expel the Perfians from the coaft of the £uxine« 
. The fiege of Petra, which the imperial general, 
with the aid of the Lazi, immediately undertook, is 
one of the moft remarkable anions of the age* The 
city was feated on a craggy rock; the fortifications of 
Juftinian had been ftrengthened by the Perfian coti- 
queror ; the ftock of provifioQS was adequate to the 
confumption of five years ; and fifteen hundred Per- 
fizns fteadily oppofed the aflault of the Romans ; but 
the walls were Ihaken, and the garrifon reduced to four 
hundred, when Petra was unexpe£tedly relieved ; the 
breaches were haftily ftopped, and three thoufand 
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foldiers were devoted to the labours of a new (iege ; 
the operations both of the attack and defence were 
conducted with fkilful obftinacy. Of fix thouland 
Romans who mounted the fcaling ladders, their gene- 
ral Beflas, a veteran of feventy years, was thefirft; 
his fall and danger animated the efforts of his troops, 
and their numbers oppreffed the ftrength, without fub- 
duing the fpirit of the garrifon. Seven hundred Per- 
fians had periihed in the liege ; one thoufand and 
feventy fell in the laft aflault ; of feven hundred and 
^ thirty made prifoners, only eighteen were without 
wounds ; and the remaining five hundred retired to 
the citadel ; and, rejeding the faireft offers of capitu- 
lation, were lod in the flames. 

The Perfian forces were at length collected, and 
poured into the country of Colchos ; they devoured, 
with their numbers,. the fcanty fuftenance of the peo* 
pie, and compelled the Romans gradually to retreat 
towards the edge of the fea ihore ; their camp was de« 
fended by ftrong intrenchments, the river Phafis^ the 
Euxine, and a fleet of gallies. The Perfians in their 
Endeavours to force an enemy, whom defpair had ren- 
dered defperate, were repulfed with difgrace, and pur- 
fued with the flaughter of teh thoufand of their braveft 
foldiers ; and Chofroes infenfibly relinquifhed the 
Colchian war, in the juft perfualion that it was impof- 
lible to reduce a diftant country againft the efforts of 
its inhabitants. The fidelity of Gubazes had fuftained 
the moft rigorous trials ; he had difdained the tempta- 
tions of the Perfian court ; but he finally prefumed to 
complain of the lieutenants of Juftinian^ who fpau^ed 

his 
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his enemies, and trampled on his allies* The truth 
was confidered as a libel ; and Gubazes, in confe« 
quence of an ambiguous order from the Byzantine 
€our<t^ was {tabbed in the fecurity pf a friendly inter* 
view; 

After a variety of negociations and hoftilities, Juftl-^ 
nian and Chofroes concluded, in their declining age, a 
treaty, which for fifty years gave.repofe to their ex-» 
haufted frontiers ; but the Perfian monarch, at the 
fame time that he renounced the dangerous claim to 
the fovereignty of Colchos, extorted from the Romans 
the annual payment of thirty thoufand pieces of gold ; 
and the fmallnefs of the fum openly revealed the dif^ 
grace of a tribute. But the power of the foa of Con 
bades had increafed with the weaknefs of Juftinian ; he 
had fubdued the rebels of Hyrcania, reduced the pro- . 
vince of Cabul and ZableftaPi on the banks of the In- 
dus, broke the power of the Euthalites, and honourably 
terminated the Turkifli war ; and, according to the 
language of the Orientals, his empire extended from 
Ferganah in Tranfoxiana, to Arabia Felix. 

Juftinian, in his alliance with the iBthiopians, has 
been accufed of introducing a people of favage negroes 
into civilized fociety ; but the olive complexion, hair, 
fiiape, and feature of the Abyflinians, diftinguifh them 
from the original natives of Africa, and mark thetn as 
a colony of Arabs. They profeffed the Chriftian reli-i 
gion; had gleaned the rudiments of fcience from 
Egypt ; their veflels traded to the ifle of Ceylon ; and 
feven kingdoms obeyed the Negus, or chief prince of 
Abyilinia. Juftinian was flattered by the hope of d!« 
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varting the (ilk trade through the channel of Abyfliniay 
and of excitmg the forces o^ Arabia agsonft the Perfian 
king. But though the ambaffiidor of the emperor was 
received with refpefi: by the Negus, the propofal of the 
filk trade was eluded, and the invafion of Perfia evapo- 
rated in empty menaces. Inftead of enlarging his 
eonquefts, the king of Ethiopia was incapable of de« 
fending his pofieffions ; , the jSthiopians were expelled 
froRi the continent of Afia ; and their defeat is con- 
neded with the &11 of the Roman empire ; fince a 
Chriftian power in Arabia muft have cruflied Mahomet 
in his cradle ; and Abyffinia would have prevented a 
revolution which has changed the (late of thedviland 
religious world. 
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USTINIAN expefted^ from his new acquifitions, to 
gratify his avarice, as well as pride. The vidorious 
march of Belifarius had been clofely followed by a ra- 
pacious minifter of the finances ; and the emperor, who 
had heard the complaints of an opprefled people with 
indifierence, was awakened by the clamours of military 
difcontent. Many of the Roman foldiers had martied 
the widows and daughters of the Vandals, and claimed 
by the right of conqueft and inheritance, the eftates 
which Genferic had ailigned to his viftorious troops. 
The mutiny was inflamed by the Heruli, who had im- 
bibed the doArines of the Arian fe£t, and beheld^ with 
regret, the triumph of the orthodox church. Font 
hundred Vandals, deftined by Belifarius for the fervice 
of the Eaft, feized the vefifels they were embarked in, 
ran aihore on a defert coaft of Africa, and erefted the 
itandard of independence on Mount Aurafius* A fii^ 
rious fedition, at the fame time raged throughout 
Carthage. The life of Solomon was attempted ; th« 
city was pillaged ; the governor, with feven compa- 
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nions, efcaped to Sicily ; and eight thoufand infurgent^, 
aiTembled in tiie field of Bulla, elefled, as their chief, 
Stoza, a private foldier, of Comtnanding eloquence and 
daring courage* Vanquiihed by Belifarius and the 
nephew of the emperor, he fuccefsfuUy employed the 
arts of negociation. A Roman army was feduced 
from their allegiance ; the chiefs, who bad truded to 
his promifes, were maflacred by his order i and when 
he had exhaufted every refource of force or perfidy, 
Stoza retired to the wilds of Mauritania, obtained the 
daughter of a Barbarian prince, and eluded the pur- 
fuit of his enemies by the report of his death : but as 
foon as the public diforders were again mature, Stoza 
appeared in arms at the gates of Carthage ; and when 
he fell in fingle qombat, he rejoiced that his own javc* 
lin had reached the heart of his antagonift. The ex* 
ample of Stoza inflamed the ambition of Gonthari&; 
h^ privately negociated with the Moor$^ excited a fe- 
ditlon of the guards, in which the exarch Areobindus 
periihed ; and for thirty days ruled Carthage with ab« 
folute authority. He was ftabbed, at the end of that 
term, by Artaban at a banquet ; and the dagger of an 
Armenian prince reltored Carthage to the Roman 
empire. • , . 

The vidory of Mount Auras had awed the Moars 
, into momentary fubmiflion } they refpeded the cha* 
raster of Solomon ; but they hated and defpifed the 
pride and luxury of his two nephews, Cyrus and Ser- 
gius. The latter had perfidiaufly maffacred, at bi$ 
table, fburfcore deputies of a Moorifh tribe ; the cla^ 
mcur of revenge was echoed through the vallies of 

Mount 
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Mount Atlaa ; the Moors were commanded by Anta-^ 
las, who had formerly fignaUzed his valour by af defeat 
of the Vandals. Solomon himfelf^ . as he advanced, 
was aflonifhed at the fuperior numbers and fierce 
afped of the Barbarians. He propofed a treaty, and 
offered to bind himfelf by the mod folemn oaths.- 
5^ By what oath can he bind himfelf?'' interrupted 
the indignant Moors : *^ will he fwear by the gofpels> 
^' the divine books of the Chriftians ? It was on thofe 
*^ books, that the faith of his nephew, Sergius, was 
** pledged to eighty of our innocent and unfortunate 
*• brethren : before we truft them a fecond time, kt 
** us try their efficacy in the chaflifement of perjury^ 
•' and the vihdication of their own honour." Their 
honour was vindicated in the field of Tebefte, by the 
death of Solonlon, and the total lots of his army. The 
infolence of the viclors was checked by the arrival of 
frefli troops ; feventeen of their princes were flain in the 
fame battle ; but their fucceffive inroads fdon curtailed 
the Romandominion ; the country was almoft converted 
into a defert ; and P^ocopius aflerts, that five millions 
of Africans were confumed by the wars and govern*' 
mentof Juftinian. 

. The Goths had been defeated by. the arms of Beli- 
iarius ; they had loft their king, their capital, their 
provinces, and two hundred thoufand of their braveft 
countrymen : but Pavia was ftill defended by a thou- 
fand valiant Goths : and thefe after a fucceffion of 
turbulent revolutions, elefted Totila, a valiant youth, 
who reviewed the national force of five thoufand fol- 
djerS| and undertbok the reftoration of the kingdom 
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of Italy* Verona had been furpriled by Artabazus, at 
the head of one hundred Perfians^ in the fervice of 
the empire ;' the Roman generals had halted about 
fixty furlongs from the city, to regulate the divi£k>a 
of the fpoil. The Goths, who had fled on the firft 
afikult, difcovered the weaknefs of the vidors ; the 
Perfians were overwhelmed ; and Artabazus, by leap- 
ing from a wall, preferved a life, which he loft, a few 
days' afterwards, in fingle combat with a Barbarian. 
Near Faenza, twenty thoufand Romans were defeated 
byTotila J who paffed thePo, traverfed the Apennine, 
and marched through the heart of Italy to form the 
ficge of Naples, [a. d. 541. 544.3 The emperor dif- 
patched to the relief of that city, a fleet of gallies, and a 
body of Thraciaa and Armenian foldiers. Tbefe 
landed in Sicily i but the fuccours which the com<* 
mander, an unwarlike magiftrate of that ifland, tardily 
imparted^ were intercepted by Totila ; and Naples ikras 
compelled to furrender to the Goths ; who, after re-» 
ducing Lucaniai Apulia, and Calabria, advanced to 
Tivoli, within twenty miles of Rome ; and exhorted 
the ienate and people to compare the miferies ofim-* 
perial tyranny, with the bleflings of the Gotihic reign*. 
During three years, from ihe departure of Belifarius^i 
Italy had been opprefled by the uniform vices of eleven 
chiefs : and the inhabitants of the country in^patiendy 
expeded their deliverance from the virtues of a Bar* 
barian. Totila was chafte and temperate; and his 
friends and endemics equally had reafon to depend oil 
his faith and clemency. The fortifications of the 
Ijifpiig towns he 4emo]i4ied, to fave the people from tbe^ 
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calamities of a future iiege : and bis difcipliiie pro* 
te£ted the hufbandman froo^ the iajfu-ies of war. The 
Roman captives and deferters were tempted to enUft 
in the fervice of a liberal and courteous adverfary ; the 
flaves were attra^ed by the promife that they never 
ihould be delivered to their matters ; and from the 
thoufand warriors of Pavia» a new people, under thp 
appellation of Goths, was infenfiUy formed in the 
camp of Totila. 

•Such an antagonlft was worthy the ari^as of Beiifa- 
riiss ; and the Gothic war was impofed as a truft, or 
an exile, on that veteran commander, [a^ d. 544*3 
At the head of a fmall band he entered the port of Ra« 

'venna, and difpatcbed orders, rather than fupplies, to 
th(s fubordinate cities. But he toon difcovered that 
the affedions of the Italians were alienated from the 
empire ; and that he was fent to remain an impotent 
ipedator of the glory of a young Barbarian* He re* 
prefented to Juftinian the exhaufted (late of the coun- 
try, and the difficulties which furrounded him. ^^ If 
** the war,'* faid he, ^* would be atchieved by the ' 

^ *^ pre&nce of Bdifarijis alone, your wiflies are fatis« 
*' fied ; Belifarius is in midft of Italy ; but if you 
^^ deiire to conquer, far other preparations are rdqui^ 
^^ fite } without a military force, tht title of general is 
^* an empty namie. It would be expedient to reftore 
** to my fervice my own veterans and domeftic 
«< guards. Before I can take the field, I muft receive 
^^ an adequate fupply of light and heavy armed troops; 
^^ and it is only with ready money that you can 
^' procure the indifpenfable aid of a powerful body of 
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•^ cavalry of the Huns/'; The meffage of Belifarmt^ 
was negle£bed ; and the Roman general repaffed the 
Hadriatic^ and expe£bed at Dyrrachium the arrival of 
the- troops, which ilowly aflembled j even thefe were 
inadequate to the deliverance of Rome. The Appian 
way was covered by the Barbarians ; the prudence 
of Belifarius declined a battle ; and he preferred the 
fafe navigation from the coa(^ of Epirus to the mouth 
oftheTyber. 

Rome was guarded by the valour, and affli&ed^by 
the avarice of Beflfas, a veteran chief of Gothic ex- 
traftion, who* defended her walk with three thoufand 
ibldiers> and extra^ed a profitable trade from the con- 
tinuance of the fie^^e. The city had already endured 
the calamities of famine, when the hopes of the people 
. were revived by the affurance that Belifarius was 
landed at the p9rt. That intrepid general, while his 
cavalry advanced along the public road to awe the ene- 
my, embarked his infantry and provifions in large 
boats, and burft the iron chain, and deftroyed the bar-> 
rier, which Totila had erefted to intercept the naviga- 
tion of the Tyber. The triur.^phant Romans fhouted 
viftory, and Rome had been preferved, if the wifdom 
of Belifarius had not been defeated by the mifcondud 
of his ofEcers. He had previoufly commanded BelTas 
to fally from the city ; and had fiied his lieutenant 
Ifaac, by a peremptory order, to the port j but avarice 
rendered Beflas immoveable, and the youthful ardour 
of Ifaac delivered him into the hands of a fuperior 
enemy. The news of his defeat was haftily carried to 
Belifarius ; he paufed, and reluctantly founded sv i*^* 
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treat to fave the only harbour he poffeffed on the Tut 
can coaft. The agitation of his mind was attended by 
a dangerous fever, and Rome was left without fupport 
to the mercy or indignation of Totib. ' 

Famine had relaxed the ftrength and difcipline of 
the garrifon ; four Ifaurian centinels betrayed the Afi-^ 
narian gate to the Gothic king. [a. d. 546. Dec. 17.] 
Beflas and his foldiers efcaped by flight, and the prtn<* 
cipal inhabitants accompanied their governor. At the 
humble prayer of Pelagius, the archdeacon, the 
lives of the Romans were fpared, and the chaftity of 
the women preferved from the paffions of the foldiers: 
But the moft precioufi fpoils of Rome were referved for 
the Gothic treafury, and the reft was abandoned to the 
free pillage of the foldiers. One thira of the city 
wails was thrown down by the ftern command of 
Totila ; and the prudent remonfttance of Belifarius 
alone^ who warned the Gothic monarch not to fully 
his fame by the deftru£tion of thofe monuments which. 
were the glory of the dead, and the delight of the living 
averted the fatal decree of the Barbarian, that Rome 
fliould be changed into a pafture for cattle. After 
ftationing an army in the neighbourhood of the city, 
to .obferve the motions of Belifarius, Totila, with the 
remainder of his forces, marched into Lucania and 
Apulia, and occupied one of the camps of Hannibal, 
on the fummit of Mount Garganus. 

On the departure of Totila, Belifarius fallied from the 
port at the head of a thoufand horfe, cut in pieces the 
enemy who oppofed his progrefs, entered the ancient 
city, and ere^ed his ftandard on the c^pitoI, [[a.o. 547.3 

The 
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The greateft part of his troops were fummon^d to bit 
fupporty the inbabitasts were recalled by the love of 
their country, the walls were reftored with rude mate* 
rials> and the keys of Rome were lent, a fecond time» 
tojuftinian. At the expiration of • twenty.five dayg 
the Gothic fang returned, eager for revenge ; but his 
troops, in three general afiaultSi were repulfed by the 
firtnnefs and ikill of Beliferius ; and the fame of Totibj, 
funk as it had rifen, with the fortune of his arms. It 
remained for the emperor, by powerful efforts, to fe- 
cond the abilities of his lieutenant ; but Belifarius, after 
^ long filendie, was commanded to leave a garrifon in 
Rome, and to march to fupprefs the revolt of Lucania; 
y^itbont treafures or troops he was abandoned to an 
inglorious warfare, till Antonina obtained, after the 
death of the emprefs, the permiffion of his return. 

The dagger of confpiracy menaced the life which 
liad efcaped the fwordof the Barbarians, [a. P/488.J 
Artaban, who bad chaftifed the African tyrant, afpired 
to Prsejefla, the emperor's niece ; his pride was hurt 
by a refufal ; the death of Juftinian was refolded on; 
but the confpirators delayed the execution till they 
could alfo furprife Belifarius. The interval of delay 
produced a confei&on of the confpiracy. Artaban and 
bis accomplices were condemned by the fenate ; but 
the cleinency of Juftinian pardoned, stftera gentle con* 
finement, their flagitious defigns ; and Belifarius, en« 
deared to him by former fervices, apd thei)r common 
danger, was elevated to the high rank of general lot 
the eaft^ and count of the domeftics*: His only daugh-i 
(er Joanoina was betrothed to Anafladus, the nephew 
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of the einprefs, whofeinterpofition forwarded the con* 
fummation of their youthful loves ; but on the death 
of Theodora, the refentment of Antonina facrificed 
the happinefs and honour of her daughter, and dif* 
folved the imperfect nuptials before they had beea 
ratified by the ceremonies of the church* , 

On the departure of BellfarJus, Totila once more 
for.med the fiege of Rome, and the inhabitants were 
again betrayed l>y the venality of fome Ifaurians. The 
gate of St. Paul was opened, the Barbarians poured 
into the city, and the flying garrifon was intercepted 
before they could reach the harbour of Centum- ^ 
cellse. [a, d. 549.3 But Totila no longer entertained 
a wiih of deftroying the edifices of Rome, which he 
now refped^d as the feat of his Gothic kingdom. 
From the capital he extended his conquefts over Sicilyj 
Sardinia, and Corfica ; and the fea coaft of Greece 
was ravaged by a fleet of three hundred gallies ; yet 
amidft his vidories, the Barbarian repeated his defire 
of peace, and offered to employ the Gothic arms la 
the fervice of the empire. 

Juftinian was again aroufed to the conqueft of Italy 
by the adjurations of pope Vigilius. A fleet and army 
for the jelief of Sicily was entruded to the valour and 
gratitude of the confpirator Artaban. But the com- 
mand of the principal force was referved for Germa- 
nos, the emperor'^ nephew, whofe rank and merit had 
long been^ deprefled by the jealoufy of the court. His 
promotion revived the affedion of the Italians, and en* 
gaged the veterans in the voluntary fervice of the 
empire* ..But the defigns of Germanus wete termi- ' 
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sated by his fpeedy malady and death ; yet his very 
Bame had given energy to the Italian war. Ancona, 
Crotona^ and Centumcellac refifted the aflanlts of To- 
iila. Sicily was reduced by Artaban, and the Gothic 
navy was defeated near the coaft of the Hadriatic. 

On the death of Germanus, the command of the 
Roman armies was given to the eunuch Narfes, 
whofe fame has contributed to refcue that unhappy 
name from the contempt of mankind. In the palace, 
Narfes had ftudied to diflemble, flatter, and to per- 
fuade ; and as foon as he approached the perfon of 
the emperor, Juftinian liftened with furprife and plea* 
fure to the manly counfels of his chamberUinand trea* 
furer. He led an army into Italy, acquired a praftical 
knowledge of the war and the country, and twelve 
years after his. return, the eunuCh was chofen to 
atchieve the conqueft which the firft of Roman generals 
had left imperfed. The well known liberality of 
Narfes attra&ed the fubjeds and allies of the empire. 
The Lombards, the Heruli, the Huns, and the Per- 
fians, crowded to his banner } the vjarious army ad* 
vanced along the fea fliore, while the fleet preceded 
their' march, and caft a bridge of boats over the 
mouths of the rivers, the Timavus, the Brenta, the 
Adige, and the Po, that fall into the Hadriatic to the 
north of Ravenna. From thence, after colledmg the 
fragments. of the Italian army, Narfes proceeded to 
Rimini to meet the inruking enemy. 

Totila, fufpicious of the fidelity of his fubjeds, de« 
termined to rifk the Gothic kingdom on a decifive 
battle. The two arinics. approached each jother near 

Tagina. 



THE ROMAN 2MPIRE. ^95 

Tagma. The haughty raeffage of Narfca was an oflFer 
not of peace, but of pardon ; the anfwer of the Gothic 
king declared his tefolution to die or conquer. From 
liis ftation on the right wing, the eunuch rede along 
the line, expreffing by his countenance the affurance 
of vidory, and exciting his men by expoiing to their 
yiew gold chains and collars, the rewarcU o£ military 
virtue. At the diftance of two bow fhots, the armies 
fpent the morning in dreadful fufpenfe ; Narfes await*- 
ed the charge, and Totila delayed it till he had re- 
ceived his laft fuccours of two thoufand Goths. As 
foon as thefe arrived^ the Gothic king retired to his 
tent) laid his rich armour aifide for that of a commoa 
foldier, and. gave the fignal of battle. £a. d. 552.3 
The Gothic cavalry was a{loni(hed> prefTedy and 
broken by the generous emulation of the Romans 
.and their Barbarian allies ; fix thoufand of the Goths 
fell on the field. Their Prinze, with five attendants, , 
,was overtaken by Afbad, of the race of the Gepidasf. 
•* Spare the king of Italy," cried a loyal voice, and 
Aibad (truck his lance through the body of Totila. The 
blow was inftantly revenged by the faithful Goths; 
they tranfported their dying monarch feven miles from 
the fcene of adion, and his lad hours were not embit- 
tered by the prefence of an enemy. His (;orpfe fatisfied 
the Romans of their vidory^ and his bloody robe was 
'prefented to Juftinian by the meffengers of triumph. 

The victorious eunuch, after difmiffing the Lom«* 

bards, purfucd his march through Tufcany, and en- 

' compafled with his hoft the walls of Rome. Ij'hefe 

<ould not long withilaad his ardour, and Jufiiniaa 

ones 
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once more received the keys of the ancient capitaf^ 
vh]ch> under his r6ign> had been five times taken and 
recovered. But the flying Goths fatiated their revenge 
by the maflacre of three hundred noble youths^ theif 
hoftages ; thefortrefies round Campania vrere ftained 
with patrician blood } and the very exiftence of the 
Roman fenate was eztinguiihed by the implacable fury 
of the Barbarians. 

The braved of the Gothic nation retired beyond the 
Pa, and unanimoufly chofe Teias to fucceed the gallant 
Totila» The new king fent ambaffadors to purchafe 
the aid of the Franks with the riches of Pavia. His 
brother Aligern, with the refidue of the royal trea^ 
fure, was befieged at Cumse, in Campania, by t^ie army 
of Narfes*. Teias by rapid ma^rches advaitced to his 
relief. He eluded the vigilance of the Roman chiefs, 
pitched his camp on the banks of the Sarnus, and for 
fixty days maintained that important poft. Deferted by 
their fleet, and the hope of fubfiftence, ^he Goths em- 
braced the generous refolution to die in arms, and id 
the pofleflion of freedom ; the king marched at their 
head ; after a combat of many hours, in which he 
difplayed an honourable but ineffedlual valour, he was 
pierced by. a mortal dart; but his fate ferved only to 
animate his companions. During the night they re- 
pbfed on their arms, and renewed the combat with the 
dawn of day. The fatigues of a fecond night, with 
the want of water, difpofed the furvivors to accept the 
alternative of Narfes } to refide in Italy as the fubjefts of 
Juftinian,or to depart i^iih a portion of thdt private 
wealth in fearch of fome. independent country ; yet th^ 
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capitulation was rejeded by one thoufand Goths, who 
broke through their enemies, and eSe&Qd their retreat 
to Pavia ; and Aligern, with undaunted courage, de- 
fended Cumae above a year ; nor did he fubmit to 
become the friend of Narfes, till the fuccefs of a mino . 
had buried his brave aflbciates in the ruins of the 
rock. 

While the Romans foccefsfuUy prefTed the fiege of 
Lucca, Italy was overwhelmed by anew deluge of Bar- 
barians* Theodebald, a feeble youth, the grandfon of 
Clovis, reigned over the Franks ; his guardians had 
entertained with coldnefs the promifes of the Gothie 
ambafladors ; but the martial people crowded to the 
flandards of the two brothers, Lothaire and Buccelin^ 
dukes of the Alemanni, and the leaders of the Italiaa 
wan Seventy-five thoufand Germans defcended fromi 
the Rhsetian Alps^ into the plains of 'Milan ; they fur* 
prifed the negligent vanguard of the Roman army ftatt^- 
oned near the Po ; the troops were inftantly routed, and 
their leader, Fulcaris, a bold Herulian, reje£ling flight, 
declared that death was lefs terrible than the angry coun^ 
tenance of Narfes. The conqueror of Italy opened a 
Jtee paflage to the torrent ^ but two thoufand Franks 
were deftroyed by Narfes in perfon, who fallied from 
Rimini with three hundred horie to chaftife the licen* 
tious rapine of their march* On the confines of Sam* 
nium the two brothers dividedtheir forces ; Budcelin 
aflumed the fpoil of Campania, Lucania, and Bruttium^ 
while Lothaire plundered Apulia and Calabria ; but 
ihe ftrengib of their armies was foon wafted by di& 
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eafe, and the intemperance of the Germans avenged 
the miferies of the defencelefs people. 
* In the fpring Buccelin moved towards Capua, and 
encamped near the Vulturnus. He impatiemly ex« 
peAed the return of bis brother Lothaire, :who had 
retired beyond the Alps tofecure his booty ; but ^as! 
that brother could never return ; a ftrange difeafe had 
fwept away the chief and hi$ army, on the banks of the 
lake Benacus, between Trent and Verona. Narfes, at 
the head of eighteen thoufand foldiers, foon approach** 
ed the Vulturnus, and the eyes of Italy were anxioufly 
fixed on this final conteft. On the morning of the 
important day, a fervant was killed by his matter, one 
of the leaders of the Heruli- The juftice of Narfes 
.commanded the inftant execution of the offender ^ the 
HeruU felt the indignity ; they halted ) but the Roman , 
general, without foothing their rage, called aloud, 
that unlefs.they haftened to occupy their pls^ce, they 
would lofe the honour of the vidory. The ranks of 
the Franks and Alemanni were already difordered by 
4he fatal arrows of the Roman archers ; and the He« 
full, preferring glory to revenge, charged in the decifive 
moment the head of the hoflile column. Buccelin, 
and the , greateft part of his army, periflied on the 
field of battle, or in the waters of the Vulturnus ; and 
in the proceflion of Narfes, Rome, for the lad time, 
beheld the femblance of a triumph. That ancient ca« 
pital was foon after degraded to the fecond rank^ and 
the exarchs of Ravenna, as the reprefentatives of the 
emperoFj filled the throne of the Gothic kings, 
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ITie declmihg ^cars of Belifarius were crbwned by 
1 laft viftory, which faved the emperor and the capital. 
In the thirty-fecond winter of Juftinian's reign, Zaber- 
gan led the cavalry of the Bulgarians over the frozen 
Danube ; the favage chief fpread his troops over Mace«» 
donia and Thrace^ and with feven thoufand horfe ad- 
vanced towards Conftantinople. [a. d. 559.I The 
walls which defended that territory had lately been 
ihaken by an earthquake ; the forces of the empire 
were employed on the diftant frontiers of Italy, Africa, 
and PeHia ; Juftinian trembled in his palace ; and a 
feeble veteran was the fole hope and dependance of the 
prince and people. The name of Belifarius roufed the 
emulation of the old and young ; and at the head of 
ten ihoufand undifciplined citizens, his iirfl: encamp? 
meat was in the prefence of a vidorious enemy. The 
Bulgarian cavalry advanced ,to the charge ; but they 
heard the (bouts of multitudes ; they beheld the arms 
and, difdpline of the front ; two ambufcades from the 
woods affaulted their flanks ; their foremoft warriors 
fell by the hands of the aged hero and his guards ; and 
Zabergan confeffed the (kill of a maflier, and withdrew 
to a refpeftful diftance. The commands of Juftinian 
forbiide Belifarius to atchieve the deftrudton of the 
enemy ; and .the departure of Zabergan was haftened 
by the report that, vefiels were built on the Danube to 
intercept his paffage. 

Two years afterwards, .an indifpofuion of the em- 
peror encouraged the growing difcontent of his fubjeds. 
£a. D..561.3 A dark confplracy was detefted, in 
which are recorded the.names of Marcellus and Ser- 
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gius* The foimer \^ithdrew himfelf bf a voluntary 
death ; but Sergius wa$ dragged from a fanduary, atid 
tempted, perhaps, by the hopes of fafety, atxufed two 
officers of the hoofliold of Belifariiiis. It wfU not be 
credited by pofterity, that the hero who in the vigour 
of life had rejefted the faireft offers of ambition, fliould 
in the extreme of age be induced to renounce his ioyi 
alty. The conqueror of Africa appeared ' before the- 
council with lefs fear than indignation ; but the em«^ 
peror, after forty years fervice, had prejudged his 
guilt. His fortune was fequeftered, and for feveral 
months he was guarded as a prifoner in his own palace. 
At length his innocence was acknowledged ; and his 
death, haftened probably by indignation, about eight 
months afterwards, delivered him from the ingratitude 
of his mafter. Some portion of his treafures was al- 
lotted for the maintenance of Antonina, who devoted 
the remains of her life and fortune to the foundation 
of a convent. Such was the fate c^ Beltfarius. That 
he was deprived of his eyes, and reduced to beg Kis 
bread, is a fi^lion of later tinges, and apparently derive^ 
from the mifcelianeous work of John Tzet2es, a motik 
of the twelfth century* 

In eight months after the death of Belifartus, Jufti- 
iiian clofed a reign of thirty-eight, and a Ufe4>f eighty* 
three years ; and ihough his fame is ecKpfed by thi 
fuperior luftre of his general, yet the review of the 
Roman jurifprudence is a noble monument <^ bis 
fpirit and induflry. Even his enemies confefs that he 
was chafte, temperate,* vigilant, and ftudious. His 
defign of the African and Italian, wars, was bo\d\f 
7 cboceived 
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conceived and executed ; and his penetration difcover- 
ed the talents of Belifarius in the cskmp, and of Narfes 
in the palace. But the age ill which he reigned was 
unfortunate ; the -p€o(>k was oppreiled and difconteiy:* 
ed; the avarice of Theodora, and of John of Cappa* 
docia, fuUied his virtues ; and J^ftiniau was neither 
beloved in hb life, nof regretted at his death. 

In the fifth year of h» reign^ a cotnet, which ap* 
peared in the weftem quarter of the heavens, excited 
the apprehensions of a fuperftirious people. Each 
year, daring his adminiftration, was marked by the 
repetition of earthquakes ; and thofeof fuch duration, 
that Conftantinople has been fhaken :^.bove forty days } 
and of iudi extent, thfit the (hock has been communis 
cated to che whole fuitface of the Roman empire ; and 
to the calamities produced by thefe concuffioAs, is to be 
added a plague, which baffled the art of ^he phyiicians 
of Conftautuaople, aad alternately languiihed and re<^ 
viv^d during a. period of fifty-two y^ars. So great 
lyas fbe devaftation, that in many diftrids of Italy, th« 
harveft and ^the vintage withered on the ground ; and 
the (ttbje^s of Juftintan were almoft iticeifantly a/8i6l- 
ed by the ravages of war, peftjlence, and famine./ 
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>Y the care of Juftinian, the civil jurifprudence was 
digefted in the immortal works of the code, th^ pan-> 
DECTS, and the institutjes ; thedomeftic inftkutions 
of Europe acknowledge the public reafon of the Ro- 
mans, and the laws of Juftinian ftill command the re- 
fpeft or obedience of independent nations. In this 
chapter will be traced the Roman jurifprudence from 
Romulus to Juftinian; the labours of that prince will 
be reviewed, and the principles of a fcience, fo imporf 
tant to the peace and happinefs of fociety, will be 
briefly confidered* ' 

The primitive government of Rome was compofed 
of an elective king, a council of nobles, and a general 
affembly of the people. War and religion were admi- 
niilered by the fupreme magiftrate ; he alone propofed 
the laws, which were debated in the fenate, and were 
afterwards tatified or rejected by a majority of votes 
in the thirty curia?, or parilhes of the ciiy.^ The royal 
- t laws 
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farws afcri&ed to fucceffive monarchs became pbfolete, 
when on the expulfion of Tarquin, the kingly office 
was abolifhed, and the patricians engroffed the bene- 
fits of freedom ; yet the inftitutions of the kings blend- 
ed themfelves with the public and private manners of 
fhe people, though the chizens of Rome complained 
they were ruled by the arbitrary fentence of the magif- 
trates« The twelve tables of the Decemvirs were dic- 
tated by the rigid fpirit of an ariftocracy ; and whatever 
might be their merit, they obtained among the Ro- 
mans that reverence which the lawyers of every coun- 
try delight to bedow on their municipal institutions ; 
they were tranfcribed and illuftrated with learned dili- 
gence ; fubfifted in the age of Judinian ; and their, 
fubfequent lofs has been imperfectly reftored by the 
labours of modern critics. But although thefe tables 
were confidered as the fou<uain of judice, .they were 
overwhelmed by the weight of new laws, which, at the 
end ef five centuries, became a grievance intolerable 
to the city, , 

The tables of the Decemvirs had been approved by 
an aflembly of the centuries, in which riches prepion- 
derated againft numbers. To the fird clafs of Romans,^ 
proprietors of one hundred thoufand pounds of copper, 
oinety-.^ht votes were affigned ; and only ninety-five^- 
were left for the fix inferior claffesj^but the tribunes foon 
edabliflied a more popular maxim, that every citizen 
has an equal right to enact the laws, which he is bound 
to obey. Indead of the centuries^ they convened the. 
ttibes ; and the patricians fubmitted to the decrees of 
Vi afiembly, in which their votes were confounded 

H 3 v^th 



JC2 



DECLINE AND FAL{. Of 



With thofe of the iheaneft plebeians. A fubfequent 
regulation! by fubfiitucing the method of fecret ballot, 
abolifhed the infitience of fear and (hame ; even Au« 
guftus once experienced a fincere and ftrenuous oppo- 
fition ; and the example inftructed his fucceflbr to ex« 
tinguiOi the danger and exiftence of popular aflembUes 2 
the legiflative authority was transferred from the peo- 
ple to the fenate ; and it mud be acknowledged, that 
the decrees of that afiembly, under the Casfars, werp 
feldom perverted by fear or intereft. 

The ambiguity of laws was fgpplied by tht occa^ 
fional EDICTS of thofe magiftrates, invefted with the< 
honours of the ftate. This ancient prerogative of the 
kings, was entrufted to the confqls and diftators» the 
^enfors, and praetors. The fupreme judge announced 
by the voice of the cryer, and afterwards infcribed 61^ 
^ white wal)j the rules which hq prppofed tp follow ia 
the decifion of doubtful cafes ; and the relief which 
his equity would afford from the rigour of ancient ila<v 
tutes. A jurifdiflion, thus vague and arbitraryi was 
e^pofed to the moft dangerous abufe } and the policy 
of Hadrian accompliOied the defign which had beei^ 
f:onceived by C«far. In the praetorihip of Salvius Juf 
lian, an eminent lawyer, a perpetual edipt was com- 
pofed, ratified by the emperor and the fenate, and wa$ 
fixed, inftead of the twelve tables, as the invariable ftaa* 
dard of civil jurifprudence. 

During four centuries, from Hadrian to Juftinian^ 
the public and privatj^ jurifprudence was moulded by 
the will of the fovereign, whofe royal mandates we»5 
^(linguifhed by the name of con/iitutms. Though 
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rearon will fuggefl: to the abfolute mafter of a great em- 
pire, that the intereft of fociety is infeparably conne£le4 
wth bisown9yet in the r^r///j, replies to the con« 
fultationsofthe magiilrates, the wifeft of princes might 
be deceived by ^ partial es^pofitioji pf the cafe* The 
refcripu of the emperor, bis grants and decrees^ his 
edids and pmgimtiefanilionsj were fubfcribed in purple 
\fMj and trgnfmitted to the provinces as general laws^ 
yrhicb the magiftrat^s were bound to e;secate ; but a$ 
thejr number multiplied, they becaipe each day mor^ 
obfci^re, till tbe will of the fovereign was ^fcertained 
\fk the Gregorian, the Hermogenian, and Theodofiaa 
codes \ the two firft were framed by private lawyers, 
10 preierve tbe conftitutions of the emperors iiqm 
Hadrian to Condantine j the third was digefted by tha 
$>rder of the younger Theodolius, apd Was continued 
^own to bis' own accefCcxi } all three obtained an 
l^qual authority ; and any z& not included in the fa<^ 
O'^d dq>oru> might be difregarded by the judge as 
fpurious* 

Thejurifprudence of the firft Ron\ans exhibited the 
fceiies of a pantomime ; the words were adapted to 
ibe geftures } and the flighted error in i\iQ forms of 
proceeding, was fuflicient to annul xhc/ttb/iaj2€e of the 
fciireft claim. In a more enlightened age, thefe forms 
were derided, and a more liberal art was cultivated ; 
and in the feventh century, Roman jurifprudence wa$ 
improved by the alliance of Grecian philofophy. From 
the Stoics, tbe Roman civilians learned to live» to 
j[eafon, and to die ; but they imbibed, in feme degree,, 
ib? pre]udic$» of tbe feci j th^ love of paradox, the 
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habits of difpute, and a minute attachment to words 
and verbal difiindions. 

Arms, eloquence, and the ftudy of the civil law, 
promoted a citizen to-the honours of the Roman (late; 
and the three profeffions were fometimes united in the 
fame charader. Under the fair pretence of fecuring 
the dignity of the civil law, Auguftus and Tiberius con- 
fined the privilege of fubfcribing legal opinions to the 
fenatprian, or equeftrian rank. This monopoly pre« 
vkiled, till Hadrian reftored the freedom of the pro« 
feffion to eyery citizen confcious of bis abilities and 
knowledge : but the judges were frequently perplexed 
by the different opinions of the civilians ; and Romaa 
juiifprudence was divided by the once famous fefts of 
the ProcuUans and Sabinians. By the perpetual edid| 
the controverfies of thefe fe£ls were in a great meafure 
determined. For that important work, the emperor 
Hadrian preferred the chief of the Sabinians ; but the 
moderation of S ilvius Julian infenfibly reconciled the 
difcordant parties. The lawyers of the ag^of the Anto- 
nines difclaimed the authority of a mafter, and adopted, 
from every fyftem, the mod probable doflrines : but 
their numerous writings confufednhe judge, and every 
fentence was juftified by the fanftion of fome venerablfi 
name. 

When Juftinian afcended the throne, the reforma- 
tion of the Roman jurifprudence was an arduous, but 
indifpenfable talk. He felefted the mod learned civi- 
lians of the Eaft to affift in the work ; to their theory 
was added the practice of the advocates, and the ex- 
perience of the magiftrates j and the whole under- 

taking 
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ta^ng was animated by the fplrit of thecelebrated Tri- 
Lilian, whofe genius, like that of Bacoir, embraced 
all the bufinefs and knowledge of the age ; but whofe 
virtues and abilities, like thofe of Bacon, were ftained 
Vfith the reproach of abjeft flattery and infatiate 
avarice. 

In tlie firft year of his reign, Juftinian direfted Tri- 
i)onian, and his aflfociates, to revife the Gregorian, 
Hermogenian, and Theodofian codes ; to retrench 
\irhatever was obfolete or fuperfluous, and to (bled . 
the falutary laws beft adapted to the pradice of the 
tribunals, and the ufe of his fubjefls. In fourteen 
-months this work was accomplifhed. The i;|,ew c^ 
of Juftinian was honoured with his name, confirmed 
by his royal fignature, and was tranfmitted to the ma* 
giftrates of the European, the Afiatic, and afterwards 
tjie African provinces. A more arduous operation waa 
ftill behind; to extract the fpirit of jurifprudence 
from thg deciHons and difputes of the Roman civilians. 
This talk was affigned to feventeen lawyers, with Tri- 
bonian at their head; in three years, xkitdigejis^ or 
fandeils^ were compofed by their rapid diligence ; and 
three millions of femences were reduced, in this ab« 
(trad, to the moderate number of one hundred and 
fifty thoufand. The edition of this great work was 
delayed a month after that of the iNSTiTUTfs ; and 
it feemed reafonable, that the elements fhould preiiede 
the digeft of" the Rom^ law. " The emperor approved^ 
and ratified the labours of tfaefe private citizens ; the 
-code^ the pande^Sy and the infiitufesy were declared to 
^etbe legitimate fyftem of citil jun(prMdenc& ^ t|)ey 
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^ne were admieted in the tribanal^ ; and they alone 
were taugh4 in the academics of Rome and Conftan* 
liAopIe. 

Six years had not elapfed from the publication of 
the code, before Juftinian condemned the imperfeA 
attempt, by a new and more accurate edition of the 
fame work ; which he enriched with two hundred of 
fcis own laws, and fifty decifions of the mod intricate 
points of jurifprudenoe. His long reign was marked 
i>y annual legal innovations. Many of his ads were 
refcmded by himfelf ; many were rejeded by hisfiic** 
cefibrs ; many have been obliterated by time ; but the 
number of fixteen edicts, and one hundred and fixty« 
eight KovELS, has been admitted into the aiathentic 
i>ody of the civil jurtfprudence. In the opinion of 
illontefquieu, thefe inceflant ^alterations can only be 
expbined by the venal fpirit of a prince, who foU b^ ^ 
judgment and his laws ; and the advocates of Juftiman 
»uft confefs, that fuch levity, even if he (lands ac- 
quitted of corruptbn, is unworthy of the cfaara&cr of 
a legiilator. 

The Institutes of Juftinian were derived from 
ffaofe of Caius^ who died before the end of the (econd 
century, and are divided into four books, ftill precious 
lo the hiftorian, the philofopher, and the magifbate. — 
They proceed, with no contemptible method, Lper/bns, 
to IK t/ungs ; and from things, to IIL adions ; and 
,fhe article IV. of private, wrongsy is terminated by the 
principles of criminal law* 

L The proud diftinflions of the republic were gra- 
H^lly abolilMd in the deqiine of the i^oman empire i 
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knd Jufliinian completed the fimple fonn of an abfi> 
Ittte monarchy. His laws regarded, as equal, all Ro- 
itian cirizens ; and all fubje£ts of the empire were 
citizens of Rome. The Caefars had Tcrupuloufly guarded 
the diftindions of ingenuous ^n^ Jirvile birth ; and the 
flaves, who were liberated by a generous mafler, could 
never be eniranchifed from the duties of obedience and 
gratitude* Their patron, and his family, inherited a 
third part of whatever they might acquire ; and evea 
the whole of their fortune, if they died without chil* 
drea and without tedament. Juftinian refpe&ed the 
right of patrons ; but the dignity of ingenuous birth, 
vas beftowed by the emperor ; and whoever cealed to 
be a ilave, obtained without delay the fiation of a 
citizen. 

The Roman jurifprudence aiSgned to the father an 
Ci&clufiye, abfolute^ and perpetual dominion ovtf h^ 
children* In the forum, the fenate, and the camp^ 
the adult fon of a Roman citizen enjoyed the public 
and private rights of a per/on ; in his father^s houfe he 
was a mere things fubjeft to the caprice, or injuftice of 
his parent : but the paternal power was gradually li« 
ipited from the acceflion of Nuraa ; and the Roman 
father, in the reign of Auguflus, was reduced from 
absolute dominion, to the moderatbn of a judge. In 
the reign of Severus Alexander, this juriidi'6tion was 
again curtailed ; and the magiftraies were enjoined to 
hear hi$ complaints, and to execute his feqfence. Tbe 
juftice of Conftantine inflided, on the parent who mnr. 
dered his child, the pains of parricide; and thepnuiih* 
ini^t was extended to lum who expo&d or abandone^^ 
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his new-born infant. Thefe murders were included by 
Valentinian, in thefpiritof the Corneliap law y and the 
lefibns of jurifprudence and Chriftianity were enfcH-ced 
by the terrors of capital punifliment, . . 

The wife, by the ancient laws of Rome, was fubjed 
to her hufband, who was invefted with the plenitude 
of paternal power. He exercifc^d the jurifdiftion of 
life and death ; and it was allowed, that in the cafes x>f 
adultery, or drunkennefs, the fentence might be pro- 
perly inflicted : but the matrons of Rome, after the 
Funic triumphs, afpired to, and obtained the benefits 
of a free and opulent republic. The degrading fo- 
lemnitiesof the old nuptials were neglected ; their per- 
sons were free, and their property was protefled. To 
a loofe and voluntary compact, which preferyed the 
fortune of the wife, but in which religious rites were 
unncceflary, fucceeded the dignity of marriage, reftored 
by the Chriftians. The confcience of thefe was awed 
by the cenfures of their ecclefiaftical rulers ; but the 
emperor, in his code and pandefts, confulted the un- 
believing civilians ; and his matrimonial laws are influ- 
enoed by the earthly motives of juftice, policy, and the 
natural freedom of both fexes. 

When the Roman ^matrons became the volpntary 
companions of their lords, the laws allowed that mar- 
riage might be diflblved by the abdication of one of 
the parties. In three centuries of profperity and cor- 
ri^ion, thi«i principle was enlarged to frequent pradice 
and pernicious abufe. The gentle remedies of Ay- 
guilus plight moderate the violence of the difeafe, but 
tb^ Cbriitian princes were the firit wbq fpe^if^sd thq 
t» juft 
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juft caufes of a private divorce ; their inftitadoxiSi from 
Conflantme to Juftinian, appear to fluduate between 
the cuftom of the empire> and^the wiibes of the churchit 
Incurable Impotence, long abfence^ and monaftic pro* 
feffion, were allowed to refcind the matrimontal vow ; 
and the fuccefflfor of Juftinian, yielding to the prayers of 
his unhappy fubjefts, reftorcd the liberty of divorce by 
mutual confent. * "• ■ . 

The lawgivers of Rome inflexibly condemned chd 
marriage of fifters and brothers ; hefitated whethe? 
firft coufms ought not alfo to be interdid;ed ; and, ac# 
cording to the proud maxims of the republic, affirmedj 
that a legal upion could only be contrafted by free 
citizens. To a woman of fervile, and plebeian extrac* 
tion, the faithful companion of a Roman citizen, who 
continued in a (late of celibacy, the name o£ conai* 
bine was appropriated. Her modeft ftation, below thd 
honours of a wife, above the infamy of a proflitutet 
was aduiowledged and approved by thelaw^. Tfali 
celebration of her nuptials, with the partner of her bedi 
would legitimate her children ; thefe were capable of 
fucceeding to the fixth part of the inheritance of their 
reputed father, and were diftinguiflied by the epithet 
of natural J from the fpurious brood of adultery, proftir 
tution, and inceft, to whom Juftinian reludtantly graiMi 
the neceflary fupport of life. 

The relation of guardian and ward is of a v^tf 
fimple nature; If the deceafed father bad not fignifidl 
his choice fof^ the orphan, the paternal kindred of tb4 
n^arell degree were compelled to a£t as the natural 
goardians ;. and the i^oman jurifprudence pronounced^ 
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that the charge of tutdage (houtd attend the emdlu- 
ment of focceffion ; the failure of confanguiaity was 
fappUed by the nomination of the praetor of the city, 
or the prefident of the province. Till the infant could 
fpeak and thinks he was reprefented by the tutor, 
vfaofe authority was finally determined by the age. of 
puberty ; this had been fixed by the civilians at four- 
teen ; but in whatever regarded the fortune of the 
tninor, the confent of the curator was neceffary to give 
iralidity to his ads, till he accomplifhed the full period 
€f twenty-five years. 

The original right of property was eftablilhed by the 
civilians on the merit of prior occupancy. According 
to the twelve tables, a prefcriptipn of one year for 
moveables^ and two years for immoveables, aboIiOied 
the claim of the ancient mafter, if the aduai pofiefibr 
had acquired them by a fair tranfa£tion from the per- 
fon whom he believed to be the lawful proprietor. -* 
This term was extended by Juftinian to the various 
periods of three, ten> and twenty years.^ In the right 
of inheritance, the mafculine and female lines of kin- 
dred were confounded. The defcending, aibending, and 
collateral feries was accurately defined ; and each de- 
gree, according to th^^roximity of blood and afie&ion, 
focceeded to the vacant poffeflions of a Roman citizen. 

The order of fuccefEon was frequently violated by 
the arbitrary and partial wills of the teftator. A pa- 
tent might capricbufly prefer a ftranger, ^nd difappoint 
his ion of bis inheritance. Examples of unnatural dif- 
pofitions recommended ibme limitation of the tefta- 
mentary powers. By theUwsof JuAinijuiytodifinberit 

a fon. 



ft fijft, ot daaghter, ii was ncceflary to fpedff the ofc 
fence committed ; and the juftice of thd emperar 
enumerated the fole caufes that could juftify fuch a 
vidatidn of the firft prindpies of nature and foctety; 
Unlefs a fourth had been referved for the childreoi 
they had a right to inflitute an allien ; to complaia 
that their father's underftandihg was impaired by ficb« 
neTs, or age; and to appeial, fr6m bis rigorous fentence^ 
to the deliberate wifdom of the magiftrate. But aa 
eflfeutial di(lin£tion was admitted between the inherit 
tance and the legacies. The heirs who fucceeded ti 
the entire, or to the twelfth fraflion of the fubftaoce of 
a tdlator, fulfilled his obligations, and difcharged the 
gifts, which his lad will had bequeathed, under the 
name of legacies : but as the imprudence of a dying 
man might.exhauft the inheritance, and only letve rift 
to his fucceffor, he was empowered to retain ih^ faUi^ 
dimi portion ; to deduft, before the payment of the 
Jegacies, a clear fourth for his own emolument. A 
reafdnable time was allowed to examine between tlie 
debts and the eftate j and if he ufed the benefit of M 
inventory, the demands of the creditors could not t9> 
ceed the valuation of the effefts. \ 

HL The general duties of ^Ifcnkind are impofed bf 
their public, or private relations ; but their fpedOt 
Migafions to .each other, can only be the effed of i. a 
promife; 2. a benefit; or 3. an injury ; and when the 
obligations are ratified by law, the interefted party may 
compel the performance by a jtidicial afihn. Qn thil 
priticiple, the qiviliattii of every country have treated ^ 
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fimilar jurifprudence, the fair conclufion of univerfal 
reafon and juftice. 

' I. Among the Romans, according to the rigid 
ihaxims of the patricians and decemvirs, a promife, or 
jBven an oath, did not create any civil obligation, unlets 
it was confirmed by the legal form of a ftipHlation ; 
this was always expre0ed in the mode of a queftion and 
anfwer. Do yon promife to pay me one hundretl 
pieces of gold i was the folemn interrogation of Sius. 
I do promife, was the reply of Sempronius ; and the 
friends of Sempronias, who anfwered for his inclination 
or ability, might be feparately fued at the option of 
Slus. The ingenuity of the civilians fuccefsfuUy la- 
l!K>ured to convert fimple engagements into the form of 
fiipulations ; and the praetors, as guardians of focial 
&ith, gave^an aflioa and remedy on the rational evi* 
dence of an equitable obligation. 

3* A grateful return is due to the author of a bene- 
fit ; and whoever is entrufted with the property of 
another, has bound himfelf to the facred duty of refti- 
Itttion^ The Roman words coimiodatum znd mutuum, 
liappUy exprefs what our language confounds, under 
the common appellation of a loan. In the former, the 
borrcTwer was oblig^to reftore the individual thing 
which he had received for his temporary accommoda- 
tion. In the latter he fubftituted the fpecific value of 
what was deftined for his ufe and confuipption. In a 
fale^ the abfolute* dominion is transferred to the pur- 
cTiafer, who repays the benefit by an adequate fumof 
gold or filver. By- lacatim^ lands or •boufesj labouts 

or 
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or talents, might be hired for a definite term $ at the 
expiration of the time, the thing itfelf mud be reftored, 
tirith an additional reward, for the benefit arifing from 
the occupation of it. Ufury had been difconraged 
by the twelve tables j but it was tolerated by the dif- 
cretion of the praetors, and finally determined by the 
code of Juftinian. Perfons of illuftriotis rank were 
confined to the profit of four per cent ; fix was fixed 
as the common intereft } eight was' allowed in mer- 
chandize; and twelve was granted to nautidal in- 
furance. 

3. The fufferer by private injuftice naturally clsums 
the reparation of his injury, and acquires a right to a 
legitimate aflion. A Roman might recover his ftolen 
goods by an a£lion of theft ; and a prefcription of 
thirty years was. required to extinguifh bisy:lsum. The 
robber was condemned in double, treble, and qua* 
druple damages, according to the mode of his detec« 
don. Hafty infults, which did not amount to the 
fradure of a limb, bad been fixed by the decemvirs^ 
at a trifling indifcriminate fine. B14 the prastors ex« 
amined the nature of the injury ; and the magiftrates, 
^in their decifions, confidered the circumftances which 
might aggravate the fufferings of the injured perfon. 

The various punifiiments of the Romans were fe- 
vere, aad even inhuman. Common crimes were 
chafHfed by flagellation and fervitude, and nine were 
adjudged worthy of death, i. Any ^Gt of treafon 
againft the flate, or correfpondence^with .the public 
enemy. 2. Noflurnal meetings in the city, for wha,t« 
ever purpofe. 3. The murder of a citizen. 4. The 
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tMWce cf an incendiary^ ^o himfelf was delirered 
to the Barnes. 5. Judicial perjury* 6. The corruption 
of a judge, who piohouliced a venal and iniquitous 
ftntence. 7. LibKeh and fatires. 8. Thenodurnal da* 
mage of a neighbour's corn. 9. Magical incantations. 
But the cruelty of the twelve tables againft infolvent 
debtors, awakens our indignation; a^ter thirty days 
grace, the Roman was delivered into the power of his 
fellow citizen ; his food was twelve ounces of rice ; he 
was bound with a chain of fifteen pounds weight; and 
at the end of fixty days, the debt was difcharged by his 
flavefy, or death* This criminal law was aboliihed by 
the Pbrcian and Valerian, which prohibited the magi« 
ftrates from infliding any capital, of even corporal pu* 
nifhment, on a free citizen ; and immoderate rigour 
was followed by unlimited impunity. 

A new fyllem of criminal jurifpmdence was intro- 
doced by the Cornelian, the Pompeian, and Julian 
hws. By the fobfequent refcripts from th^ throne, 
capital puhiflitnents were revived ; honourable perfons 
were beheaded ; meaner criminals were hanged, burnt, 
0t txpokd to the wild beafls of the theatre ; armed 
robbers were purfued and extirpated ; but fimple theft 
vas uniformly coniidered as a civil dnd private injury. 

The free citizens of Rome enjoyed in all criminal 
cafes the invaluable privilege of being tried by their 
country. The right of accufation was confined to the 
fhagiftf ates. A vote of the. thirty ^ five tribes could in- 
6x0, a fin^ ; but the cqgnizance of capital crimes was 
referred by a ftn^daftiental Uw to the zS<:tably of the 
centuries. Thefe popular trials were commonly left 
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fcrmidable to innocence, than favourable to guilt. A^ 
the ta& of cQnvening the citizens became, from their' 
numbers, more difficult, the jurifdidlion of the people 
was delegated to inquifttors. By thefe inquifitors the' 
trial was prepared and direSed ; but they couldonly' 
pronounce the fentence of a majority of the Judges ; 
who were annually feledled, in equal numbers, from 
the mofl ancient and refpeAable of the fenate, the 
equeftrian order, and the people ; they might amount 
to fome thoufands ; in each particular caufe a fufficient 
number was drawn from the urn j their integrity .was 
guarded by an oath ; and the mode of ballot fecuried 
their independence. But before the age of Juftinian^ 
the Roman judges had funk to an empty title, and 
criminal jurifdidion was adminiftered by a fingle ma* 
giftrate, who was raifed and difgraced by the will of < 
the emperor. 

A Koman accufed of any ca^tal crime might pre- 
vent the fentence of the law by voluntary isxile or 
death. The tyranny of the Csefars deprived them of 
the firft refource i and in the reign of Domitian, the 
voluntary death, which, in the cafe of a capital offence, 
intervened between the accufation and the fentence, 
was confidered as a confeiEon of gvilt, and tbefpoils of 
the deceafed were feized by the treafury. But the 
civilians reftored to the citizen his former claims over 
his own life $ and acknowledged, that he who is re** 
folved on deftrudion, m^y deride the powers of this 
\iporld, and can only be reftraine4 by th^ apprehenlion 
of a future ftate. 

The penal ftatutes form but a fmall proportion of 
I? the 
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the code and pande£t, and the emperor appears to have 
guarded the property of hU fubjeds with more care 
than their perfons. The civil jurifprudence, though 
abridged by Jufttnian, ftill continued a myfterious fd* 
ence and a profitable trade. The dilatory and coftly 
proceedings increafed the influence of the rich, and ag- 
gravated the miferies of the poor ; the expence of the 
purfuit often exceeded the value of the prize, and the* 
faireft rights were abandoned by the poverty or pru* 
dcnce of the claimants* 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 
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'N the death of Judinian, the fucceflion of the emr 
pire^ menaced the repofe of its fubje^ts. Seven ne- 
phews of the childlefs monarch, the fons or grandfon$ 
of his brother and fifter^ had been educated witb fplen-* 
dour, and might expeft with equal hopes the inheritance 
of their uncle. _ [a, d. 565. Nov. 15.] At the houf 
of midnightj Juftin, the fon of Vigilantia, was awak^ 
^ned by the principal members of the fenate ; thefe 
welcome deputies announced the emperor's deceafe^ 
and reported his dying choice of Juftin ; that prince, 
by the advice of his wife Sophia, fubmitted to the au« 
thority of the fenate. He was conduced with fpeed 
to the palace, invefted with the imperial garments, and 
a fortunate youth, whom he inftantly promoted to the 
rank of tribune, encircled his neck with a military coi« 
lar. Four youths exalted him on a fiiield to receive 
the adoration of his fubjefls; and their choice was 
fandlified by the benedidion of the patriarchy who 
placed the diadem on the head of an orthodox prince. 

I 3 to 
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In the fpeeches of Juftin to the fenate and people, he 
promifed to corre6t the abufes of his predeceflbr, 
vrhoie debts he immediately difcharged with unexpeded 
generofity ; and the hopelefs creditors accepted the 
equitable payment as a voluntary gift. His example 
was imitated by Sophia, wbofe liberality delivered 
many indigent citizens from the weight of debt and 
ufury. 

On the feventh day of his reign, Juftin gave audi- 
ence to the ambalTadors of the Avars ; and the fcene 
was decorated to imprefs the Barbarians with aftonifii* 
ment, veneration, and terror, f a. d. 565.] In the 
firft emotbns of their furprife, they proftrated them- 
ielves before the emperor ; but as foon as they rofe 
from the ground, Targetius, the chief of the embaffy, 
extolled the greatnefs of the Chagan, t^ whofe cle^ 
mctxy the kingdoms of the fouth were permitted (d 
tacifl:^; be repref^^ted the liberality of Juftinian, whd 
had annually cultivated their friendfliip by coftly gifts t 
ftnd irecommended to the nephew to imitate his uncle^ 
md purchafe peace from an invincible people who de- 
lighted in wa[r. The reply of the emperor was de-^ 
Kvered in a ft rain of haughty defiance. ** The em- 
^* pire,V laid he, *^ abounds with men, horfes, and 
^^ arms, fufficiem to defend our frontiers, and chaftife 
^ the Barbarians. You offer aid ; you threaten, ho* 
'• ftilities: we defpife your enmity and your aid. The 
** conquerors of the Avars folicit our alliance ; ihaU 
^* *re dread their fugitives and exiles ? The bounty 
^* oi our uncle was granted to your mifery, to your 
^f h\;mt>l.e prayers; from us you fiiall receive a mor^ 

^* impojtant 
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«« important obligation, the knowledge of your owA 
•^ weaknefs. Retire from our prefence^ the lives of 
^ ambafladors are fafe ; and i( you return to implore 
** our pardon, perhaps you will tafte of our benevo* 
*< Imci/' The Chagaa was awed by the apparenrt 
firmnefs of the Roman emperor j he marchfed into the 
countries of Germany which were fubje^l to the 
Ff anks ; after two doubtful battles, he eonfented tt 
retire on receiving a fupply of corn and cattle. Dif- 
appokitfttent chilled the ardour of the Avars, and they 
probiMy would have dilTolved away in the Sarmatiali 
' Defert, hid they not been aroufed by the arguments 

and alliance of Albotn, king of the Lombards. 

Alboin, under hisfather's ftaridard, hadeheoiHitei^ 

^ and (lain the rival prince of the Gepidae^ the 

Lombards requefted that the y6uth might fliare the 

feaft. " You are not ignorant,'* replied Ws fether, 

the iii€exible Audoin, *^ of the wife cuftoms of our 

-^ anceftor^. Whatever may be his merit, a prinee fe 

<♦ kicapable of fitting at table with his fat^her^ till he 

^^ has reoeived his arms from a foreign and royal 

•* hand.** Alborn fdefted forty companions, ahd 

vtfited the court of Turifuixd, king of the Gepidse, ^o 

entertained with bofpitality the murderer of his fon. 

But he could not entirely diflfemble the grief for his 

Idfs^; md Cunimund, his furvivtng fon, was provoked 

by fraternal a^ftion to the defire of vengeance* 

^* The liombards,'' faid the rude Barbarian, '^ refem- 

f < ble in figure and fmell the mares of our Sarmatiaa 

^ jplatnf." *' Add another refemWance," replied an 

i^udacious Iniomb^dj ^^ you have felt how ftrongly they 

I 4 " kick. 
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<^ kick* Vifit the plain of Asfeld^ and feek for the 
^^ bones of thy brother ; they are mingled^th tbde 
^^ of the vileil animals/' The Gepidse darted from 
th^ir feats ; but the tumult was appeafed by the 
venerable iaterpofition of Turifund. The weefHng 
monarch faved the life of his gueft, and difmi&d him 
with the folemn rites of inveftiture. But the beauty 
of Rofamond, the dapghter of Cunimuad, bad in* 
flamed the defires of Alboin, who had fucceeded.to the 
throne of his £sither ; the arts of perfuafion were tried 
without fuccefs, and the impatient lover obtained the 
objei^ of his paflion by force and ftratagem. The 
infult was refented ; the Gepidas were fupported by a 
Roinan army j the Lombards yielded to their united 
force i and Alboin^ after having in vain offered mar* 
. riage, relu&antly reUnquifiied his beauteous prey* 

The revenge of Alboin induced him to implore the 
formidable aid of the Cbagan, who, after a protra&ed 
Oegociatioui figniBed the ultimate price of his alliance. 
The Lombards were immediately to prefent him with 
a tythe of their cattle ; their fpoils and captives were 
to be equally divided ; but the lands of the Gepids 
were to become the fole patrimony of the Avars. Juftin, 
difgufted with the ingratitude and perfidy of the Ga- 
pidae, refigned them to their fate. The defpair of 
Cunimiind, for Turifund was no more, was a&ive and 
dangerous; he ruflied impatiently to encounter his 
implacable enemy ; but the valour of the Gepida, and 
^their monarch, fecured them only an honourable death, 
and the fkuU of Cunimund was fafliloned by the fa- 
vajge concjuejor into the (hape pf ^ cwp. The yiaori- 

ous 
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ouft confedifrates advanced withput reGftance; the 
terms of their agreement were faithftsUy executed; 
the empire of the Chagans was eftablilhed in Dacia; 
the fpoil was divided ; and the fair Rofamond was 
perfuaded by Alboin to accept the hand of her triusi* 
pbant lover. 

The ambition of the king of th^ Lombards was ftiU 
unfatisfied ; from the banks of the Danube, he turned 
bis eyes to thofe of the Po and the Tyber; his 
fttbjeds, as the confederates of Narfes, had already 
vifited the plains of Italy ; their fuccefs had kindledia 
the rifmg generation the flame of emulation and enter*- 
prife'; this was fanned by the fpirit and eloquence of 
Alboin ; and no fooner had he ereAed his ftandard, 
than the native ftrength of the Lombards was aug- 
mented by the adventurous youth of Germany and 
Scvthia; [a. d. 567,] the Bulgarians, Sarmatians, 
Bavarians, and Saxons, fwelled the hoft of Alboin ; 
and the Lombards refigned their lands to the Avars* 
on a folemn promife, that, if they failed in the coo* 
queft of Italy, they fhould be reinftated in their former 
poffeffions. 

The abilities of Narfes might have defeated the de- 
figns of the afpiring Barbarians ; but the virtues of the 
eunuch were ftained with avarice; the provincials 
complained ; Longinus, a new exarch, was appointed 
to fucceed the conqueror of Italy, who by the infult« 
ing mandate of the emprefs Sophia was commanded 
*' to leave to men the ex^rcife of arms, and return to 
^ ** his proper ftation among the maidens of the palace, 
^ where a di|laff (hpuld be again placed in the hand 

« of 
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•• of the eunuch/' " I vnW fpin her fach a thrted as 
•• ftie ftiall not eafily uni^avel/* was the rtply of the 
indignant hero, who retti'ed to Naples, and lATited thfe 
IiJi^mbards to chaflife the ingratitude of the prince and 
people ; the danger of the Romans rendered them fen^ 
fible of the value of their general ; a reconctUation was 
endeavoured and effected ; but the death of Narfes 
prevented him from repairing the error he had fatally 
committed. Ldngtnus was ignorant of the ftate of 
the army and province ; and Italy, difcontented and 
diRrafled, had been defolated in the preceding years 
by the ravages of peftilence and famine. 

The adventurous Alboia ddfcended from the Jufian 
«AIps into the fruitful plains, on which his fuccefs be^ 
ftowed the new and permanent appellation of Lose- 
BAXDY. In fivemonths after Us departure from Pan* 
nonia, Milan was invefted by his powers ; £a. d. 568.] 
the inhabitants readily accepted a friitfalefe capitulation. 
From the Treatme hills to the gates of Ravenna and 
Rome, the mland regions of Italy fubmitted without a 
liege or battle ; the ambitious Barbarian affumed the 
charader of a lawful monarch ; and the helplefs Loo- 
ginus announced to the emperor the irretri^ablelois of 
im provfaicet and dues. Pavia alone refilled the arms 
of the invader, and during three years the Lombards 
were engaged in the tedious fiege of that city. Fa:- 
mine at length compelled the garrifon to furrender'; 
luit as Albotn, who had vowed to punifii their obfti- 
nacy by a general mafls^cre, entered the city, his horfe 
ftumbled and fell ; the accident was improved |[>y the 
, pi^ty c^one of his attendants f the conqueror relented ; 
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th6 value of the city was enhanced by the difficulty of 
the conqueft ; and Pavia for feveral ages was refpeded 
as the capital of Italy. 

Before Alboin could regulate his conquefts, he fell 
a viftim to female revenge/ In the palace of Verona, 
at a feaft of intemperance^ he called for Ae Ikull of 
Cunimund, the horrid ornament of his tablb; after 
the cup of vidory had been exhaufted by the Lom- 
bard chiefs, ** Fill it again with wine," faidthe inhu- 
man conqueror ; •* carry this goblet to the queen,* 
** and requeft In my name that ihe would rejoice with 
*' her fatoer.*' The indignant Rofamond obeyed ; but 
(he nouriihed from that moment an infatiate defire of 
vengeance ; (he had already proftituted her charms tb 
Helmichis, the king*s armour-bearer ; (he now Un^ 
parted to him her intentions, and 'required his aflSfti 
ance. Helmichis communicated the' confpiracy to 
t^ercdeus, one of the braveft champions of the Lorn- 
bards« Pcredeus, Tgefted the crime, but promifcd to 
keep the fecret ; the queen to engage the warrior iii 
her guilt, fupplied in the dark, the place of one of her 
female attendants who was beloved by the chiefs and 
after the momentof tranfport, informed the aftonifiied 
Peredeus, that his own death, or that of Alboin, miift 
be the confequence of the treafonable adultery. Id 
this alternative, he chofe rather to become the accom- 
plice, than the viftim of Rofamond. [a. d, 573.] 
Alboin, oppreffed with wine, was betrayed by his 
faithlefs fpoufe ; he was transfixed by the fpears of his 
a£r^fHns ; and the daughter of Gunimund fatiated her 
enmity by the murder of* her hufband, 
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^ The triumph of Rofamond was of ihort deration; 
the menaced juftice of the Lombard chiefe compelled 
her to abdicate the tranfient power fte had aflumed. 
With her infant daughter, the heirefs of the Lom« 
bards, dnd her two lovers, ihe ckzped to Ravenoa. 
Longinus beheld with delight the charms of Rola* 
siond ; the widow of Alboin readily liftened to the 
paflion oPthe minifter ; and to deliver himfelf from a 
jealous lover, prefented to Helmichis, as he iflued from 
the bathi a baneful potion } the.ta(le of the liquor 
convinced hkn that he wa& poifoned. He pointed his 
dagger to the breaft of Rofamond, and compelled her 
10 fwallow the remainder of the deadly cup. Her 
daughter, with Peredeus^ was embarked for Con- 
llantinople; and the free fuflFrage of the Lombards 
kaifed Clepho to the throne as the fucceiTor of Alboin. 
Before the end of eighteen months, Clepho was dabbed 
by a 4k>meftic ; and during ten years, the minority of 
%h ton Autharis, Italy was divided by a ducal arifto- 
ktt(j of thirty tyrants. 

* The annals of the fecond Juftin are marked with 
difgraoe s^road, and mifery at home ^ the Roman em- 
pire was affli^d by the lofs of Italy, the defolation of 
Africa, and the conquefts of the Perfians; The capi- 
tal and the provinces were exhaufted by the venality 
of the magiftrates, and the injuftice of the governors. 
ITie fentiments of Juftin were pure and benevolent ; 
but his faculties were impsured by difeafe, and he was 
confined to his palace a ftranger to the complaints of 
:his people. liis only fon had died in his infancy ; his 
daughter was married to Baduarius, the fupefiptendiint 

of 
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of the palace ; and Juftin was accuftomed to behold 
with jealoufy and hatred his brothers and coufms. 
Thts domeftic aniniofity induced the emperor to feek 
a fucceflbr^ not in his family, but in the republic. 
"X^he artifices of Sophia determined him in favour of 
Tiberius, the faithful captain of his guards* The 
ceremony of his elevation was performed in the por* 
tico of the palace^ in the prefence of the patriarch and 
the fenate* []a, d. 574.] The fpeech of Juftin, who 
collected his remaining flrength of body and mind, 
was by the populace afcribed to the infpiration of the 
deity : after advifing Tiberius to confult the expert* 
«nce rather than the example of his predeceflfor, aa4 i^ 
refpe£t the emprefs as his mother, he concluded ^hh 
•* Love the people like yourfelf ; cultivate the.affec- 
^* tions, maintain the difcipline of the army | ptoteA 
*^ the fortunes of the rich, and reh'eve.the neceifities df 
^^ the poor/* The affembly, in tears, applauded the 
counfels of their prince ; and Juftin, in the moment of 
his abdication, feemed worthy to reign- The four iaft 
years of his life were pafted in tranquil obfcurity, and 
his choice was juftified by the reverence and gratitude 
of Tiberius. 

*The beauty of Tiberius had introduced him to the 
favour of Sophia; [a. d. 53S.] and the widow of 
Juftin hoped to preferve her ftation and influence un- 
der the reign of a fecond, and more yotfthfiil hufband ; 
but her expectations were difappointed ; and the cla- 
mours of the hippodrome for their new emprefs, com- 
pelled Tiberius to proclaim Anaftafia, his fecret but 
lawful wffe. Imperial honours, a ftately palace, and i 
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numereus houfehold, could not appeafe the refentment 
of Sophia* While (be dirguifed her paQions in fair ex- 
preflions of regard, (he concluded a treaty with her 
ancient enemies ; and Juftinian, the fon of Germanus, 
vas the inftrument of her revenge. On the death of 
Juftin> the youth, who was defervedly popular, had al- 
ready been named by a tumultuous fadion ; the mag- 
aanimity of Tiberius, infteadof punifiiing, hadentruft- 
ed him with the comuEiand or the eaftern armies; the 
Periian monarch fled before him ; and the acclamations 
which accompanied his triumph, had. declared him 
worthy of the purple. Sophia chofe the time when 
the emperor was abfent in a rural retirement ; but his 
hafty return on the intelligence of her defigns, difCpa- 
ed her ambitious fchemes. Her train was difmiiled, 
ber correfpondence intercepted, and her perfon com- 
mitted to the cudody of a faithful guard. But the 
fervicps of Juftinian outweighed, in the mind of the 
excellent Tiberius, his treafon and ingratitude : the 
fon of Germanus was forgiven, and it was commonly 
believed that the emperor entertained fome thoughts of 
contrafti^g a double alliance with the rival of hit 
throne. 

Tiberius had aflumed the more popular appellation 
of Condantine. Humane, juft, temperate, and brave, 
his fubjefts contemplated with pleafure the virtues of 
their fovereign. He alleviated the immediate dillreis 
of the people by liberally remitting the arrears of taxes; 
and his wife and equitable laws excited the praife and 
f egret of fucceeding times. But the Ronuias of the 
Eaft were not long to enjoy the blef&ngs of itis reign; 

in 
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m lefs than four years after the ieath of Jnftin, he 
funk into a mortal ^^ifeafe, which left him cntjr fuffi* 
cient time to beftow the diadem on the mod deferving 
of his fellow-citizens. From the crowd he fekded 
Maurice> to whom he reiigned his daughter and his 
empire ; and expre&d his hope that the virtues of his 
jfon and fucceiTor would ere£): the noblefl; maufolcum 
to his memory. 

The parents of Maurice were fettled at AribiflRis, in 
Cappadocia, and furvived to behold and partake of 
the- fortune of their fon. The youth of the emperor 
bad been fpent iq arms ; his valour and condud wer4i;. 
fignalized in the Perfian war; [a. d. 582. 602.3 he 
2>fcended the throne at the age of forty-three years, 
and reigned above twenty years over the £a{l and 
over himfelf. Reafon and virtue had fubdued the 
. warmth of his paffions ; he was endowed with fenfe 
and cours^e to promote the happinefs of his people ; 
and his adminidration was directed by the principles 
and example of Tiberius. 

Rome, aSfailed by the Lombards, and afflicted bj 
Simine, had implored the aiQftance of Tiberius. Part 
of their diftrefs was relieved by a fupply of corn; zn& 
to this was added the advice of the emperor, either to 
bribe the Lombard chiefs, or to purcbafe the aid of 
the kings of France. Thi» weak invention did nat 
prevent Rome from being befie^ed. again, at&d jthe 
fuburbof ClaSe, only three nules from Ravenna, was 
pillaged and occupied by the troops of a duke of Bpo* 
Jeto. Maurices moved by a dieputation of priefis and 
|«nators, adopn^j wi^ itronger efiea> the meaforer 
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of his predcceflbr. Some formidable chiefs were per- 
fuaded to embrace the fnendfliip of Roiqe ; the pafles 
of the Alps were delivered to the Franks ; and Childe* 
berty the grandfcm of Clovts, was allured to invade 
Italy by the payment of fifty pieces of gold. The dukes 
of the Lombards, apprehenfiye of their powerful neigh- 
bours of Gaul, renounced their feeble and diforderly 
independence, and acknowledged the authority of 
Autharis, the fon^ of Clepho, who had already obtain- 
ed the ftrength and reputation of a warrior, [a. d. 
584.3 Under their new king, they withftood three 
^fttcceffive invafions ; one of which was led by Childe- 
bert himfelf. The firfl: expedition was defeated by the 
jealoufy of the Franks and Alemanni; in the fecond 
they were vanquifhed in a bloody battle ; and on their 
third return, Autharis was forced to yield to the accu- 
mulated numbers of their colle£led hoft. But the forces 
and the treafures of the Lombards were diftributed in 
walled towns ; the Franks were impatient of the delay 
of fieges ; their bodies were infe&ed with difeafe ; and 
inftead of conquering, their powers were employed in 
defolating the country. After having expeded for fix 
days the jun£Uon of the imperial forces, who were vain« 
ly engaged in the fieges of Modena and Parma, the 
Franks retired ; and the viflorious Autharis aflerted 
his claim to the dominion of Italy. 

That country, during a period of two hundred 
years, was unequally divided between the kingdom of 
the Lombards, and the exarchate of Ravenna. The 
full remains of civil, of ^military, and even of ecdefi* 
aftical power^ were united in eighteen fuceeflive ew* 

archs. 



itths. Thdt immediate jurifdiaion eKtrtidfcd dVef 
khe modern Romagna, the. marfhes of Ferrara and 
Coitimachto^ ifive iliaritiihe ektes fr«)m Aimini to An* 
cona, and a fecond, inland P^fitapolad, between th^ 
Adriatic coift, and the hills* of the Apennind. The 
Hiprentacy of /the exarch was acknowledged by the 
three firi>ordinat&pr<»Kiiices of Rotne^ of Venice, and 
6f Naples; and the tEre^iiflands of Sardinfa, CotGcai 
and Sicily, flili adhered to the empire t biit Naples fooii 
acquired thfe privilege of elefting her own dukes ; the 
independence of Amdlphi was the fruit of commerce ; 
ind Venice .was finally ennobled by an equaLalliance 
with the £aftern empire* The remainder of Italy was 
poffeffed by the Lombards; and from Pavia^ the 
royal feat, their kingdom was extended to the eaft^ the 
north ^ and the weft j as far as the confihes of the 
AvarS) Bavarians, and the Franks of Auftrafia and 
Burgundy; 

The drefs of ih(5 ancient Lotiibai-ds confifted of 
loofe linen garments j their legs and feet were clothed 
in' long lioi^ and open fandals ; and even in the tran- 
quillity of pcacej a fword was conftantly girt to their 
fide } their heads were (ha?en behind^ but their hair 
before huttg over their eyes and mouthy and a long 
beard reprefented the na(ne and charader of the na^ 
tidn. Yet this ftrange apparel^ and horrid afped^ 
often concealed a gentle andgeneroifs difpofition ; and 
as foon as the rage of battle had fabfidedj the captives 
2LQd fubje^s were frei^uemiy furprifed by the humanity 
of the vidor. The vices of the Lombards 'were thdr 
eSk&i of pa£Bbii5 of ignorance^ of intoxication ) tfieir 
^Voii. II< £; virtue* 
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▼irtaes xirere Ae tincukiy«ced fpontaiieow growth of 
nature. v 

Autham» their mottafch^ fought in matriage the 
daughter of Garibald, the kh)g of Bai^ariay who ac- 
cepted the proffered alliaiice* The ardent toirer vtfued 
the Bavarian court in die train of his owm; osftbaflFf ; 
he iikformed Garibaldi that the amba&dor was indeef 
the midifter of ftate^ bwt he alone was the friend o£ 
Amharis# Theudelinda was fommoned to the iiK 
terview ; and AnthariSy after regardix^ htr charmf 
with rapture, hailed her queen of Italy ; and Iwmbly 
requeued fbe would prefent a cup of wine lo the firft 
of her new fubje£)ts. As be returned the cap, be iecret-> 
ty touched the hand of -the prinaeft, and drew bia 
own finger over his face suod Kps. Tbeudelinda im- 
parted to her nurfe the indifcreet familiarity of the 
ftranger ; and was comforted by the affurance, that fuch 
boldnefs could only proceed from the king her l<;nrer«. 
When the ambaffadors were difmifled, and had reached 
the confkies of Italy, Autbaris, from his horfe, darted 
his battle-axe againft a tree with incomparable ftrength 
and dexterity. *< Such/' faid he, to the aftoniihed 
Bavarians, ^* fuch are the ftroke» of the king of the 
** Lombards.*^ On the approach of a French arrny^ 
Garlibald, and his daughter, took refuge in the domi- 
nions of their ally i the marriage was confummated ;, 
the virtues of Theudelinda endeared her to th$ ositionj 
and on the death of Authari9« file was permitted ta 
beftow, with, her hand, the fic<^tre qf the Italian }sihg* 

By the laws of the Lonibariba foch cvimea at tbreftt- 
$ . . < fttcd 
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fcnied'ttie iifeoTthe fotrereign^ or thefafety of the ftatei 
were adjudged worthy of death ; the guilt of blood 
blight be redeemed by a fine; but the high pHceof 
bine hundred pieceis of gdd^ declares ajiiftfenfeof 
the value of a iSmple citizen ; a blow, oi* an opprobri- 
bus wordi with a train of flighter injuries^ were mea- 
furcd with icrupulous diligehcei P^^acej ofder, and 
4dofneD;ic faappinefs^ Were graduaily iritrodiiced; and 
linde^ the flicceffiOil c^f the Lombard kings, the Italians 
enjoyed ^ mildi^r and mdre equitable government than 
any oTlhe other kingdoms which had beett founded bi 
the riiins, of the weftern etttpire. 

komtj about th6 cldfe df the fixth dtotury, had 
l-eacbed the lo weft perickl of her depreffion. The 
fources of private and public opulence were exhaUfted j 
and the hoftile apptoach of the Lombards was often 
felt, atid idontinually fearfed. iTie diftteffed inhabitant! 
opened or (hut, thfe gates with a tt-embling hand j they 
beheld from the walls the flames of their houfes ; and 
heard the lamentations of their btethren, who were 
dragged into diftanc flaVery beyond th(J fea arid the 
biountalns. Curibfity and ambition no longer at^ 
traSed Ihe hations to the capital of the world s biit if 
chance, ot nfeceffity, direfled the fteps of a "wandering 
flrangerj he contemplated^ with horrdrj tl)e vacancy 
and folitude of the city; The edifices of ftome wer<i . 
fexpofed to ruin and decay; the niouldering febricji 
tvere eafily overthrown by inundations, tempefts^ and 
fearthig[uakesj and Rome, Kke Thebes, or Babylon* 
or Oarthage, might have been erafed from iha 
earth, tf the city had not been anliti'ated by a 
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yitai principle, whigh again reftored her to honour and! 
dominion. 

A vague traditions was embraced, that two JewiSi 
teachers^ a tentmaker, and a fi(berman, had formerly 
)>een executed in the circus of Nero y and at the end 
of five hundred jears, their relics were adored as the 
palladium t)f ancient Rome. The pilgrims of the £aft 
and Weft had reforted to the holy ihreihold ; and th^ 
brines of the apoftles were guarded by ourades and 
invifible powers : but their virtues refided with living 
energy in the breads of their fucceflbrs i and the chair 
of St. Peter was filled, under the reign of Maurice, by 
the firft, and greatcft, of the name of Gregory. 

The parents of Gregory were the nobleft of the 
fenace, suid the moft pious ef the church' oE Rome. 
His birth and abilities had raifed him W the office of 
pracfed of the city, when he renounced his ftation, 
and dedicated his patrimony to the foundation of mo- 
nafteries. His talents rendered him dear to the 
church ) and from the exerdfe of monaftic virtuesy he 
was called by the unanimous voice of the clergy to the 
papal throne, [a. Dv 590.3 The bifiiops of Italy, and 
the adjacent iilancis, acknowledged the Roman pontiff 
as their fpecial metropc^itan } and his fuccefsful claims 
on the provinces of Greece, of Spain, and of Gaul^v 
might countenance the more lofty pretenfions of fuc- 
ceeding popes. The misfortunes of Rome involved 
the apoflioiical paftor in the buiinefs of peaee and war i 
if we may credit his owct declarations, it would have 
been cafy for him, to have (exterminated tho.Lonvp 
bards by .their dpmeftic fadipns^ : but as a Chrif'- 
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ifian bifiiop, he preferred the falutary offices of 
peaces and, difappointed of a general treaty, he pre- 
fumed to fave his country, without the confent of the 
emperor, or the exarCh, His mild eloquence and fea- 
ipn^ibie gifts averted the fvicord .of Jthe. ^arbarlai^, f\if* 
pe^ded over Rome. His merits were treated |)y ^he 
3y;zantme coijirt wkh reproach and infuk ; but he 
fouad the beft right.of a:ibmreign, and the jiureftfe* 
jward of acitizeu, 4n the |tttsEchm0^ of a gtatefal 
^peoj^i 
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CHAPTER^ XXXIIIf 

>HvoLxrnoNS of Persia Arn:k the death of CHOsttois, 
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HE Greeks, for by that name the fubjeds of the 
eaftern empire were now generally diftinguifiied, accufe 
their ancient enemies, the Perfians, of violating the 
peace, which had been concluded about four year$ be- 
fore the death of Juftiiiian. Nuihirvan afpired to re- 
duce, under his obedience, the province of Yemen, 
or Arabia Felix, which had efcaped the conquerors of 
the Eaft. He chafed the Abyfhnians beyond the Re4 
Sea, [a. d, 570.3 and reftored to the throne, as his vaflal, 
a native prince of the ancient Horaerites : bqt the fuc- 
cefib^ of Juftinian declared his refolution to avenge the 
injuries of his Chriftian ally, the prince of Abyffiuia, a$ 
they fuggefted a decent pretence to difcontinue the tri' 
bute^ which was difguifed under the name of penfion, 
The churches pf Pj^rfarmenia, opprefled \>y the magi^ 

invoked 



Jnroke* the proted:or of the Chriftian^ ; and tfce r^- 
bels were fupportedas th€ brethren aad fdbje(Sbs of tbe 
Roman emperor. The compltitats of Nufhirvan w^re 
4ifr€garded by the Byzaiitkie court ; an alli^ince was 
formed with the Turka ; and the Pcrfian monarchy 
^vas aienaced by the forces of Europe, of iEtbiopia^ 
and of Scyth^^ As foon as 'war because inevitable, 
f^Iuifairvan, at the age of fourfcore^ took the igeid with 
the aiacHty .of youth, and condu£)ied, in perfon, the 
;fi«geof Data^ (Ta. d. 572.] That fortrefs, protefitid 
4)y the valour of its inhabitants, refifted abave five 
loionths the archers, the elephpAts, and the raiiitary 
isngines of the great king# In the mean while his ge- 
neral, Adarmati, pafied the Euphrates,^ iafahed the 
Suburbs of Anticvrh, reduced to aihes Aparnea, and re^- 
iurned with the fpoils of Syria to his mafter, 'whof^ 
l^erfeverancct in the midft ol winter^ at length ivbvertei 
'Xhe bulwark of the Eafi; 

The facce& of the Perfisms aftonifted <the provinces 
fi^d court of the emperor, pradaced the abdication of 
Juftin, and introduced a new fpirit into the Byrantine 
councils* A truce c^ three years was obtained by the. 
|>rudence ofTiberiu.su That interval was employed iQ 
the preparations of war j from Scy thia, Masfi^ Pan^ 
lionia, Illyriciwij and Jfauria, the ftrength of the im# 
perial cavalry was reinforced with one hundred and 
iifty thou&nd foldiers. The king .of Pcrfia refolv^d to 
prevent the attack of the eaiemy ; withom r^^rding 
the treaty, he again paffed the Euphrates, and the two 
armies encountered each other in the battle of Meli- 
tea& 4 Scythian chief, who commanded the right 
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wiog of the Romans, tur&ed the flank of the enemy, 
attacked the . xw g\i%xd in the prefence of Nufliirvan 
himMfy pillaged the royal tent, and cut his way through 
the Perflan hoft to his applauding friends. The dark- 
nisfs of the night, and the feparation of the. Romans, 
afforded the Perfian. monarch an opportunity of re- 
venge, and one pf the>r camps was fwept away, by bis 
impetuous: aifault; ,but th^ confciouinefs of Us dabg^ 
determined Nuihii van to a.ipeedy retreat i be burnt 
the vacant town of Melitene; and, regardlefs of his 
troops, fwam the Euphrates on the' back of an ele- 
phant. The Romans were left m^fters of the field ; 
und their general, Juftinian, advanced to the relief of 
Ferfamenia, and erected his (landard on the banks of 
the Araxes. On the return of fpring, he . defcended 
intp the plains of Affyria, and extended hb deva(la« 
tions within fight of the palace of Nufliirvim. The in- 
dignant monarch funk beneath the difgrace ; J[a. b. 
579*] ^i^d his laft edi<5t retrained his fucceflbrs from 
expofing their perfon in ? battle againft the Romans ; 
who amidd their triumphs, folicited again a ihort ref? 
pite from the calamities of war. 

^'he ihrone of MuQiirvan was filled by his fon Hor-it 
mouz, who, with the kingdoms of Ferfia and India, 
inherited the example of his father, a dilciplined army, 
wife and valiant officers, and a fyftem of adminiilra* 
lion regulated by time and political wifdom. Hisi edu- 
cation had been formed by Buzurg, the Seneca of hi? 
Vaft ; and the fage, who had inftruded the foverdgri, 
confented, during three years, to direft the councils of 
the Perfian e^pwe } but wh^n age, qx labour, had im» 
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paired the ftrength of this prudent counfellor, he re* 
tired from coiirt, and the youthful monarch was 
abandoned to his own paffions, and thofe of his favouii 
ites. The mimfters of flattery and corruptioni, whO; 
bad been banifhed by Nulhirvan, were recalled by 
Hormoiiz ; and the fage and virtuous friends of the ^ 
father, were driven by ^the fon into exile and difgraceu 
The provincial governors fpread rapine and ihjufticce 
through the provinces of Perfia ; the murmurs of the 
cities were* defpifed ; and the monarch was fond of 
declaring, that he alone would be the matter of his 
kingdom. His avarice defrauded the troops ; his jea« 
lous caprice degraded the fatraps ; the palace, the tri^ 
bunbls, the waters of the Tigris, were ftained with the 
blood of the innocent ; and the tyrant exulted in the 
fuiferings and execution of thirteen thoufand vidtmn 
Exafperated by long and hopelefs oppreffion^ the pro- 
vinces of Babylon, Sufa^, and Carmania, ereded th^ 
ftandard of revolt ; and the princes of Arabia, India^ 
and Scythia, refufed the cuftoraary tribute to the un- 
worthy fon of £iru(hirvan« Mefopotamia and Aflfyria 
were afflifted by the frequent inroads of the Romans ) 
and the imprudent Hormouz accepted the perfidious 
aid of the great kiian, who paffed the Oxus, at the 
head of four hundred thoufand Turks. The march 
of thefe Barbarians towards the mountains of Hyrca4 
nia, revealed their correfpondence with the Romans ; 
and the jon6\ion of the two powers muft have finally 
^xtinguiflied the fovereignty of the houfe of Saflan* « 
While Perfia caft a look of defpair on her furroiind- 
jpo; ei^emie$, a hero ^ro&, whole virtues and fortunes 
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prcfcrved bcr from mln. [a* ix. 590] Varanes, or 
Bahrain, waa defcended from the ancient princes of 
Rei, and his valour had been fignaliEed at the fiege 
of Dara^ tinder the eyes of Nuflurvan. He was fuc- 
ceilively promoted by that monarch, and his fon, to 
the command of armies^ the governmmt of Mediai 
9nd the fnperintendance of the palace. He had the 
ftrength and ftature of a giant, and his countenance 
was Hern and favage. Amidftthegaseraloot^fterna- 
tion. of the king and his people, he aldne was un*- 
daunted ; and when be found that no more thain twelve 
thoufand foldiers could be prevailed on to oiarch 
againft the enemy, he prudently declared^ thski to this 
peculiar number heaven had referved the honours of 
the triumph. He occupied the fteep and narrow de« 
fee At of the Hyreanian rock* the only pa(Iag^ into the 
territory of Rei^ and the plains of Media. His. refqlute 
followers, from the commanding hcights,^verwhelmed 
with darts and {tones the myriads of the Turk^faoft; 
the khan and his Ton perifted amidft the crowd } and 
li\e miferaUe fugitives were abandoned to the: revenge 
p{ an injured people. The ardour of the Per^anf 
was kindled by the fuccefs of the victor, and the fpoils 
of the hoftile camp. The army of Bahram was fwelle4 
by the accedion of numerous recruits^ who were iiu* 
patient to {hare the precious fruits of cortqucft* The 
approach of a Roman army on the fide of the Araxes^ 
demanded the prefence of Bahram ; and be was now 
to encounter a new enemy,, by their fkill and difcipliQ.q 
more formidable than a Scythian multitude. ]£latedi 
with his recent (uccefs, hp difpatcbed a defian<;e to the 

Rooansy 



*THtE /ROMAIC SMPlftl/ %S^1^ 

{tomanSi and reqoefted them to fix a day of battle) 
and determibe whether they would pafs the river themii- 
felves, or allow a free paffage to the arms of the great 
^ing. The lieutenant of Maurice preferred the latter 
alternative;^ and the temerity of Bahram: was thaftlfed 
by a total and bloody defeat. .The malicious mind of 
HormoUa was kfs aSeAedwith the fuf&ringd of hie 
fubjeds^ than gratified by the difgrace of his geneiaK ' 
Bahram had.fcarce collefled his fcatfered forces, before 
he receivedi from a royal meffenger^ the infulting gift 
pf a diftaff, a fpinnjng wheels Ind a fait of feooaleap* 
paireU His indfgnatit foldiers: refitted the^ignomihious . 
treatment of their leader^ a flisoui'<of nebellbn rail 
through the rank^i the meiibjgers and /adherents of 
Hcrmou3?were fa^rificed to the public fury; rbe Peri^ 
liatis Were exhdttdd toafiert their ft efdom ; the troops 
icrrowded t&the (landard of Bahrain } and the provinces 
fakited the deliverer of his country. 

Hofmouz, feniible of the difcontcnts of his fubjedsj^ 
but ignorant of the number of his enemies^ difplayed^ 
in ih^ city of Modain, the enfigns of royalty^ . Hii 
cruelty bad call into a dutigeon^ Bindoes> a SaiTanian 
prince i the fetters of the captive ^ere broken by^the 
iseal of his brother ; at. the head of the revolted guard 
he felted the palace, and dragged the aftonilSied Hor-^ 
inou^ from a throne to a prifon, Chofroes, the eideft 
0f the fons of Horn)oust, had efcaped amidft the tu^-* 
muUs from the city ; he was perfuaded to return by 
3indoes, who promifed to feat him on the throne, and 
expeded to reign under the name dF an inexperienced 
youth. For Iformouz^ was iiiiUtutcd a public trial; 
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iwithouta precedent^ and without a copy in the annals 
x)f the £aft. The fon of Nafhirvan pleaded his caufe 
in the full aflembly of the nobles. As long as he ex« 
patiated oa his own fuflPenngs, he was heard witl\ 
refpefl and even compaifion ; but when ht attempted 
to afperfe the charader of Chofroes,- and oScred to 
refign the fceptre tahis&condfoa,acry of indignation 
was heard through the aflembly ; and his itnprudent 
f^rtiality fubfcribed his own condemnation, and facri- 
jficed the life of his favourite. The eyes of Hormouz 
were pierced with a hot needle; but this piety of 
Choiroes endeavoured to alleviate the mifery of his 
father ; he removed bim -toan apartment of the palace, 
liipplied him ' with every fenfual enjoyment, and pati- 
ratly endured the furious fsriltes of* his refenrqient. 

Bahraai, at the head of a formidable army, denied 
the: juftice of a revolution, in which himfelf and bis 
(bldiers had never been confulted. In anfw^ to a ge- 
neral amnefty offered by Chofroes, he commanded the 
fbn of Hormouz to (hun the example and fate of'hrs 
£aither ; to confine the traitors whom he had releafed ; 
to refign the diadem whicti he had Wurped, and to ac« 
ccpt a pardon and the government df a province.— r 
The feeble army which Chofroes led into the field was 
foon defeated and difperfed by the veterans of Bahram; 
tfae monarch was reduced to implore aid or protedioa 
in feme foreign land; and Bindoes haftily returned 
to the palace, to eflablifh, by the death of Hormouz, 
an unqoedionable title to the throne. 

The friendfliip and fupport of the Romans was pre* 
Ccrjrcd by Qhofroe^ oi» account of the neighbourhood 
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tff Syria, which- rendered his efcape more eafy, and 
their fuccours more effe£tual. Attended only by hi? 
cdncuhines, and a troop of thirty guards, he followed 
the banks of the Etrphrates, traverfed the deferts, and 
tras admitted by the Roftiaii prarfeft, who cbmmanded,' 
into the fortrefs of Circefium j from thence he was^ 
condufled to Kierapolis^ and his anxiety was foon 
relieved by an aflbr^nce from the emperor Maurice^ 
that he bad efpoufed th^ caide of juftice and royalty^ 
A rich diadem was prefemed to the fiagieive prince; a 
powerful army was aiFembled on the frontiers of Syria 
and Armeltta ; and the command of it, at the d&Cire of 
Chofroes, was ^ntrnfted to Narfes, an imperial general 
of approved ability, and who was born a fubje^fl of 
Perfi^. The troops paffed the Tigris, and Maurice 
avowed his refolution never to fheath the fword, till he 
had reftored the fon of Hormouz. Perfia was already dif-< 
trailed by tumults and rnfurredion; the ufurpation of 
Bahram was oppofed by the ma^i, whg refufed tocon^ 
fecrate the dating rebel; the nobility and people crowd-' 
ed- to thjs ftaadard of Chofroes ; Medaint furrendered 
on the iirft fummons ; and the fate of Bahram was 
decided by two battles on the banks of the Zab,. and 
the confines of Media, With the remnant of a broken 
army, hi fled towards the Oxus ; the enmity of Perfia 
reconciled bim to tbi^ Turks ; but bis retreat was em«« 
bittered by the remembrance of pad glory, and his days 
were (bortened by poifon j yet the Perfians ftillxevcr© 
the fameof btseKpfeits, ^and fame excellent iaws. were 
ena£ked dttri;ng his tranfienc and turbulent reign. .^ 
% A geserai pardolk might have dffFafed comfort 9iad 
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tranquillity through the provinces of Perfia; i>tit 
Chofroes puniflied, %ith impattutl aod in»politic feve^ 
lity^ the revolt of Babram and the confpiracy of tfad 
fetraps* The merits of Bindoes yJifcre coafoimded in 
the guilt of royal blood ; and Chofroesi by a guard of 
a thoufand Romans^ long proclaimed his eoufidetice iA 
the fidelity of ftrangcrs. His growing ftreogth enablied 
him Co difmifs this unpopular aid i but he ftitt conti^ 
sued to profefs bis gratitude and reverence to Maurice; 
the alliance of the two empires was faithfully main« 
tained during the life of that euiperor ; and the aifift^ 
ance of the Romans was repaid by the reftoration of 
the citios of Martyropolis and Dara, and the ceffion of 
of a territory as far as the banks of the Ara&es, and 
the neighbourhood of the Cafpian*. 

In Europe^ by rhe departure of the Lombards, and 
the ruuM)f the Gepidse, the dominion of the Avars 
Inras extended from the foot of the Alps to the fea-coaft 
of the Euxinci Baian, then* chagan^ occupied thtt 
tuftie palace of Attila^ alid appears to have imitated 
his policy. Buring the fucceflive reigns of the fecond 
Juftin^ of Tiberius, and of Maurice, the pride of thd 
empire was wounded by the infolence of a haughty 
Barbarian, who infulted the envoys of the Byjoantine 
court, and claimed unbounded Ucence for his omk 
ambaflfadors at Conftantinople. He eitorted a regU'^ 
)ar fupply of apparel, furxriture, and plate, of pepper 
and cinnamon j hzs.annual fubiidy was raifed front 
fburfcore to twenty thoufand pieces pf gold $ and eacb 
hoftile interruption fupplied him with the pretence £ar 
s^ew ^ezaOions ia the payment of arrears, and the 
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daims of irttereft. He afferted his right, as the fuc* 
cfeflbr of the lixmibards, to the important city of Sir* 
iBtlium ; thegarrifonofSingidununii, which commands 
the conflux of the Danube and the Save, might have 
t^ifted his prpgfefs; but their apprehenfio&s weredif* 
pelled by a Ibiemn oath, that his defigns were not 
hoftile to the empire. ** If I violate my oath/* faid the 
kitrepid B&ian, ^^ rony I myfelf, and the lad of my 
** nation, periih by the fword ! may the heavens, the • 
^ fire, and the deity of the heavens, fall upon out' 
<* heads ! may the forefts and {fountains bury us ior 
'^ their ruins ! and the Save returning, againft the 
'* laws of nature, to his fource, overwhelm us in hi^ 
** angry waves.'* After this imprecation, he calmly 
enquired what oath was moft facred among the Chrif- 
tians ; the bilhop of Singidunum prefented the gofpel^ 
which the chagan received with devout reverence*-— 
" 1 fwear," faid he, " by the God who has fpoken \vt 
«* this holy book, that I have neither falfehopd on my 
*• toqgue, nor treachery in my heart/' He was peri* 
mitted to pafs the river, and he immediately proclaim- 
ed, by an envoy, what he no longer wished to conceal* 
" Inform the emperor,*' faid he, ** that Sirmiuoi 10 
•* invefted on every fide. Advife his prudence to^ 
" withdraw the citizen? and their eflfeas, and to refigp as' 
*^ city which.it is now impoffible to relieve or defend. ''^ 
The defence of Sirmittm was however [Prolonged above* 
three years^afid the lives of the inhabitants Wi^re ]ire- 
ferved in acapitulatbn which famine compelled thenv) 
toacc^t} &om Sirmittta to Conftafttitiopls^ a line of 
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fix hundred ttiiles, the countty was ravaged by thd 
arms of the Avars ; Hungary, Poland, and Pruflia^ 
from the motith of the Danube to that of the Oder^ 
were added to the empire of the chagah, and his ne^ 
fubje£ts were divided and tranfplanted by the jealous 
policy of the conqueror. 

The conclufion of the Perfian war determined the 
emperor to march in perfon againft the chagan ; but 
he had fcarce advanced a ihort diftance from CoitftaiN 
tinople, before his mind was confounded by a variety 
of ill-boding omens; [a. d. 595 '] infenfible to his 
former fame, he returned to his capital^ and com- 
mitted the command of the army to his brother Peter, 
whofe cowardice was found equal to his arrogance 
and injudice ; the fubfequent appointment of Com- 
mentiolus wounds ftill more deeply the judgment of 
Maurice 1 his colleague Priftus obtained indeed feveral 
fplendid though tranfient advantages over the Barba- 
rians ', but that general was foon recalled by the ap^ 
prehenfions that Baian was preparing to avenge his 
defeat under the walls of Gonftaptinople* 

During the reign of Maurice, the camps both of 
Afia and Europe had been agitated by frequent and 
furious feditions ; aiid the mildiiers and indulgence of 
the emperor^ ferved only to difcover to the foldiers hi$ 
\lireakneft and their own ftrength^ The army beyond 
the Danube had been commanded to eflablifh theix* 
'winter quarters in the hodile country of the Avars ^ 
their private murmurs were foon converted mto open 
rage; (b^y pronounced Maurice unfit to reign; and 
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under; the d>mmand ^ Pbocas, a fimple eeiitu;ioD, 
they retutned by bafty marches into the ndghbouf- 
hood of Conftantinople. ' , . 

Mauricfe might ftill have avoided the impending 
danger, could he have depended on the fidelity of the 
capital ; inrt ^his rigid and parfimonious virtues had 
long alienated the hearts of the inhabitants. He dreaded 
the popularity of Germanus, whofe daughter his eldeft 
fon Theodofius had married. In a nofturnal tumult^ 
the lawleis city was abandoned to. every fpcies of rapine 
and licentioufnefs. The unfortunate Maurice, with, 
his wife ajid nine children, in a fmall boat efcaped to 
the church of St.' Autodomus, ^es^r Chalcedon, and 
from thence urged his fon Theodofius to implore the 
gratitude and friendftiip of the Perfian monarch. On 
his abdication, Gonftantinople opened her gates to 
Phocas, who' after, affeding. to offer the purple to Ger- 
manus, entered the city amidfl: the acclamations of a 
tfaoughtlefs peojple. His jealoufy or cruelty fooh dif* 
patched the minifters of death to Chaicedon ; they 
dragged the. emperor from his fanfluary y murdered 
his five fdns before his face, while the parent at each 
ftroke'found:'ftrength to rehearfe the pious ejaculation,^ 
<* Thou art ju ft, O Lord, and thy judgments are 
** righteous.'* His rigid attachment to jufticerevealed* 
(Bven the generous falfehood of a nurfe, who prefehted 
her own child in the place of a royal infant* Th^ 
tragic fcene was clofed by the execution of the emperor 
himfelf, in the jwehtieth year of his reign, and- the 
fixty-third of his age. ^ 

The flighj of Theodofius to the Perfian court, had 
Vol, U. . L been 
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been intercepted by a rapid purfuit, and the young 
prince was, by order of tiie tyrant, beheaded, at IS^oe. 
But his death did not fecure the repofe of tbeuiiirper. 
A whifper was circulated ihat the fon of Maurice was 
fiill alim The difcretlon of Phocas had induct him 
to fpare the wife and daughters of the lateJetnperor ; 
and the fpirii of Confla: taa, mindful of her hufi>and 
and her fons; afpired to freedom and revenge. In her 
firft attempt to aroufe the people, her life was preferved 
at tbeiatercedion of the patriarch. Her fecond con« 
(piracy proved fatal to herfelfaiid her threes innocent 
daughters, who were beh€a4ed sit Chalced6n» a£ter the 
^mpre& had endured th^.pain and difgrace of public 
torture. A train of meaner vidims were facrificed to 
the) fears. and fufpicions of the tyrant ; fome expired 
under the la(h, others in the flames.; others were 
agak transfixed with arrows ^ and a fimple and fpeedy 
death was mercy which they could rirely obtain. 

The only child of Phocas had been given in marriage 
to the patrician Crifpus ; atad the images of the bride- 
groom were indifcreetly placed in the circus by the 
iide of the emperor* The monarch was oflFended by 
the premature aflbciation, and Crifpus might leafonably 
doubt whether he could forget the involuntary com^ 
petition. Every province of the empire was ripe for 
rebellion; and .the emiflaries of Crifpus folicited He- 
faciru8> exarch of Africa^ who above two years had 
refufed all obedience to the ufurper, to fave and govern 
his country. But the fpirit of Heraclius wais chilled 
by age, and he refigned the enterprize to his fon He* 
raclius, and to Nicetas^ the fon of Gregory, hiis friend 
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and Iieutatiant. Thefe adventorous youths agreed, 
that the one fhould lead the army, and the other navi- 
gate the fleet from Carthage to Conftantinople ; and 
that the imperial purple fhould be the reward of dili-* 
gehce and fuccefs. The Ihips of Heraclius ffeered 
their triumphant courfe through the Propontii. The 
people, and even the guards, Vere determined* by the 
welUimed defedion of Crifpus ; the tyrant was^feized^ 
loaded " with chains, and tr^nfported in a fmall boat 
aboard the ga;Iley of Heraclius, who reproached him 
with his crimes. " Wilt thou govern better r' ^eTe 
th^ laft words of Phocas. After fufferih^ each va- 
riety of infult and torture, his head was feparated'froih 
his body, and the trunk was caft into the flame^i ' 

A. D. 6io^] Heraclius afcended the throne with (be 
voice of the clergy, the fenateandthe people; and 
was invefted whh the purple before the tedious ntarth 
of ificetas was accomplifhed, who fubmitted without a 
murmur to^the fortune of his friend. His attachment 
was rewarded withsmequeftrian (tatue, and a daughter 
of the emperor j the fervices of Crifpus had been re* 
compenfed with the Cappadocian army j but his arro- 
gance juftly provoked the new emperor, who com- 
pelled him ta embrace a raonaftic lifej with thft 
obfervitfon, that the man who had betrayed his father, 
could never be faithful to his friend. 

Chofroes had received with horror and indignation 
the intelligence of the fete of Maurice ; he difclaimed 
all conneftfon with the ufurper, and declared himfelf 
the avenger of his friend and bencfaaor. For thfe 
siimiss of an ambitious' centurion, the Roman nation 
•^ La was 
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was chaftifed with the calamities of war. Under the 
reign of Pbocas, the fortifications of Merdin, Dara^ 
Amidaj and Edeffa> were fucceffively befieged^ re« 
duced^ and deftroyed by the Perfian monarch, [[a. d. 
6ii.[] He pafled the Euphrates, occupied the Syrian 
dties HierapoliS) Chalcis, and Berrhaea, and encom* 
fiaffed the walls of Antioch with his irrefiftible hoft. 
An impoftor, who attended the camp of Choiroes as 
the ton of Maurice, and the lawful heir ef the Roman 
monarchy, aflForded a decent apology for the fubmiffion 
of the fubjefts of the empire. 

The firft intelligence which Heraclius recdved from 
the Eaft, was the lofs of Antioch ; Cacfarfa, the capi« 
tal of Cappadocia, next yielded to the Perfians ; the 
vale of Damafcus was deluged by their innumerable 
forces ; and after a Ihort repofe, the conqueft of Jeru- 
falem was meditated ahd atchieved by the fon of .Hor- 
mouz ; [a. i>. 614.] Egypt icfelf» which had been ex* 
empt from war (ince the time of Diocletian, was again 
fubdued by the fucceffor of Cyrus ; [a. p. 616.] an- 
other army in the fame campaign advanced from the 
Euphrates to the Thracian Bofphorus. Chalcedon 
furrende^ed ; and a Perfian camp was maintained 
above ten years in the prefence of Conftantinople. But 
the provinces which had been fafhioned to the Roman 
government, fupported with reluctance the yoke of the 
Barbarians ; and the Perfian conqueror, confcious of 
their fear and hatred, governed his new fubjedts with 
an iron fceptre, and tranfported to his hereditary 
realms the gold and the filver, the arts and the artifts 
of the Afiatic cities. While he contemplated with 

pleafure 
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pleafure his wealth and po\«^cr, he received an epiftle 
from an obfcure citizen of Mecca, inviting him to ac« 
knowledge Mahomet 9s the apoftle of God. He re« 
jefted the invitation, and tore the epiftle. " It is thus," 
exclaimed the Arabian prophet, '^ that God will tear 
*^ the kingdom, and rejeft the fupplications of Chof«> 
** roes/* The prediction, though pronounced^amidft 
thePerfian triumphs, was accomplifhed by theXubfe* 
quent victories of the Romans. » ^ 

If the invafion of Chofroes had been undertaken 
from motives of gratitude to Maurice, his hoftile mea- 
fures ought to have terminated with the life of Pho<P 
cas ; but the profecution of the war jevealed the true 
charader of the Barbarian ; and while his arms fub* 
dued Syria, Egypt, and the provinces, of Afia> Europe^ 
from the confines of lilria to the long wall of Thrace, 
was ravaged by the ferocious Avars. The Roman 
empire was reduced to the walls of Conftantinople, 
with the remnant of Greece, Italy, and Africa^ and 
fome maritime cities, from Tyre to Trebizond, of the 
Aftatic coaft. Heraclius himfelf, hopelefs of relief, 
was diverted by the patriarch from the defign of tranf*. 
ferring his perfon and government to Carthage, At 
the altar of St. Sophia, the emperor bound himfelf by 
a folemn oath to live and die with the people whom 
God had entrufted to his care. The chagan, encamp-^ 
ed in the plains of Thrace, had folicited an interview! 
with Heraclius near the town of Heraclei^, ; on a fud- 
den, while their reconciliation was celebrated with 
equeftrian games, the hippodrome was encompaffed by 
the ScythiaA cavalry ; the emperor was faved by the 
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fleetnefs of his horfe, and the Avars in their rapid pur- 
fuic almoft entered Conftantinople with the flying 
crowds. But in a.more fafe conference on the Ihores 
of Chalcedon, Sain, the Perfi^n general, fainted with 
reverence and pity the majefty of the purple, and en- 
gaged to conduct a fuppliant emba0y to the prefence of 
the great king. But the lieutenant of Chofroes was 
;foon convinced that he had fatally miftaken his maf- 
ter's intentions. *' It was not an embaflfy,'* faid the 
tyrant of Alia, " It was the perfon of Heraclius bound 
^^ in chains that he fhould have brought to the foot of 
** my throne. I will never give peace to the emperor 
*^ of Rome, till he has abjured his crucified God, and 
^^ embraced the worfliip of the fun." The unfortu* 
nate Sain was facrificed to the anger of thePerfian mo- 
narch, who violated the law of nations by confining the 
ambafla.dors. Yet Chofroes was perfuaded to re- 
nounce at length the conqueft of Conftantinople, and 
a thoufand talents of gold, a thoufand talents of filver, 
a thoufand iilk robes, a thoufand horfes, and a thou- 
land virgins, were fpecified as the. annual tribute of the. 
Roman empire. 

The interval allowed for collefting the treafures, 
was diligently employed by Heraclius in preparations 
of war ; but the exhaufted ftate of the provinces com- 
pelled him to borrow the confecrated wealth of the 
churches, under the folemn vow of reftoring, with 
ufury, ivhatever he had been reduced to expend in the 
fervice of religion and the empire. The ftroke of 
time, and of the Barbarians, had exterminated the ve- 
terans who had fupported the caufe of Phocas, and the 

new 



new levies of Heraclius were allured by the holy g(s>ld 
from every country of the eaft and weft. Two han-. 
dred thoufand pieces of gold were devoted to conciliate 
the friendfhip, or fufpend the hoflilities of the chag^n j ' 
and two days after thefeftivalof Eafter, the emperor 
aflumed the garb of a warrior^ and gave the fignal of 
his departure. To the difcretion of the patriarch, and 
ienate, he entrufted the power to fave Or futr^nd^ 
the city, if they (hould be affailed in his abfence^by the 
fuperior forces of the enemy. 

Had Heiraclius raflily encountered with his undiK* 
dplmed army the PerHan hod, encamped on th« 
heights of Chalcedon, the victory of the enetny mufi 
probably have been the laft day of the Roman empire. 
And it would: have been equally imprudent for him 
to have advanced into Afia, and left their numerbus 
cavalry to intercept his convoys, and hung upon hia 
yean [a^ d. 622.] But the Greeks wer^e ftill mafterg 
of the fea j a fleet of gallies and tranfports were af-* . 
fembled, and, after a tempeftuous voyage,^ Heraclius 
landed his troops on the confines of Syria and Ciiicia. 
His camp was pitched near liTus,^ on the fame ground 
where Aleicander had vanquifhed the hod of Darius*. 
The patience of the emperor was feverely exerqifed in 
reftoring the difcipline and exercifes of his foldiers ; 
whatever hardfliips he impofed on his troops^ he in* 
fli£led with honourable impartiality on himf^lf ; and 
the Romans were taught, without defpiung the enemy^ 
to repofe an implicit confidence in their own valour, 
and the wifdom of their leader. 

T|ie Perfian^ troops, wha. had advanced towards 
L 4 Ciiicia, 
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Cilicia, ttrere compelled by the artful evolutions of 
Heraclius to hazard a general engagement ; and the 
event of the day declared to the world that they were 
no longer invincible. Animated by fame and viflory^ 
Heraclius direded his march through the plains of 
Cappadocia, and eftabliihed the winter quarters of his 
army on the banks of the river Halys ; but the reftlds 
and rapacious fpirit of the Avars induced the emperor 
' Jiimfelf to repair to Conftantinople. 

As foon as he had foothed the turbulent temper of 
the Scythian Barbarians^ Heraclius^ leaving the Perfians 
to infult for awhile his capital, failed with a feledband 
of five thoufand foldiers, and landed at Trebizond. 
[]a. d. 623.] The natives of Armenia readily embraced 
the fupport of the Chriftian champion ; a bridge was 
thrown over the Arasces, and Haraclius, in the footfteps 
of Mark Antony, advanced towards the city of Tauris, 
the capital of one of the provinces of Media. Chofroes 
in perfon retired at the approach of the Roman emperor, 
and declined the generous alternative of4)eace or bat- 
tle. The conquefts of Heraclius were only fufpended by 
the winter feafon j prudence determined his retreat 
into the province of Albania, and his tents were pro« 
bably pitched in the plains of Mogan, the favourite 
encampment of the Oriental princes. 

From the plains of Albania, the emperor appears to 
have followed the chain of the Hyrcanian. mountains ; 
to have defcended into the prpvince of Media ; and to 
have carried his vidorious arms as far as the cities of 
Cafbin and Ifpahan. The powers of Chofroes were 
recalled from the Nile and BofphoruSi the camp of 

the 
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the Romans was furrounded ; and the bravefl: veterans 

confefled their fears at the prefence of thfee formidable 

armies* ** Be not terrified/* faid the intrepid Hera* 

clius, " by the multitude of your foes; with the aid 

*^ of heaven, one Roman may triumph over a thou* 

*• fand Barbarians ; but if we deyotc our lives for the 

^* falvation of our brethren, we (hall obtain the crown 

*' of martyrdom, and our immortal reward will be 

^' liberally paid by God and pofterity." (^a. d. 624.3 

Thefe magnanimous fentiments were fupported by the 

vigour of his anions ; he repelled the attacks of the 

Perfians, and chafed them from the field, into the for« 

tified cities of Media and Aflfyria. In the midfl; of 

the wmter, Salban was furprifed by the adivity of He* 

radius. Sarbaraza, the genera^ efcaped by a preci* 

pitate flight; but the fatraps of Perfia, with their 

wives, and the flower of their martial youth, were 

either flain or made prifoners. 

On the return of fpring, Heracllus travcrfed the 
mountains of Curdiftan, and pafled, without refinance, 
the rapid ftream of the Tigris, [a. d. 625.]] Conftantin 
nople had already felt his fuccefs by the retreat of the 
befiegers; the fenate were now informed that the 
Roman army, laden with fpoils, halted under the walls 
of Amida. The bridges of the Euphrates were de« 
ftroyed by the Perfians ; but as foon as Heracllus had 
fiifcovered a ford, they retired behind the Sarus. The 
impetuous courfe of that river, the banks lined with 
Barbarians, ineffedually oppofed the progrefs of the 
emperor ; a gigantic Perfian was flain by the hand of 
Heracllus bimfelf; the vidorious prince purfued his 

march 
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march to Sebafte> in Cappadocia ; and concluded^ bj 
his return to the coaft of the Euxine, a triumphant ex- 
pedition of three years. 

The refources of Chofroes were not yet exhaafted, 
or his ambition extinguiflied by the victories of Hera- 
clius. An army of fifty thoufand men, illuftrious by 
the ornament and title of golden fpears^ was deftined to 
inarch againft the Roman emperor ; a fecond was fta- 
tioned to prevent his junction with the troops of his 
1>rother Theodorus ; and a thirds under the command 
ofSarbarj was dirededto befiege Conftantinople, and 
to fecond the operations of the chagan, with whom 
Chofroes had concluded a treaty of partition. Sarbar 
bad occupied the well-known camp of Chalcedony and 
waited the arrival of his Scythian allies ; [a. d. 626.] 
on the twenty-ninlh of June, the chagan advanced at 
the head of an innumerable hod, and, after a month 
fpent in fruitlefs negociations, on the thirty -firft of July 
the whole city was invefted. The magiftrates of 
Conftantinople in vaiJi attempted to purchafe the re- 
treat of the chagan ; he infulted their deputies, and 
feated the Perfian envoys by the fide of his throne. 
•* You fee/* faid the haughty Barbarian to the patri- 
cians who Hood before him, ** the proofs of my per- 
** feS union with the great king ; and his lieutenant 
<* is ready to fend into my camp a feled band of three 
^ thoufand warriors. Prefume no longer to tempt 
** your mafter with a partial and inadequate ranfom : 
^ your wealth and your city are the only prefents 
** worthy of my acceptance. For yourfelves, I fliall 
♦* permit you to depart, each with^ an under garment 
* - 2 ** and 
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** and a fhirt ; and, at my intreaty, my friend Sarbar 
^* will not refufe a pafiage through his lines. Your 
*« abfent prince, even now a captive or a fugitive, has 
•* left Conftantinople tp its fate j nor can you efcape 
^ the arms of the Avars and the Perfians, unlefs you 
<* . could foar into the air like birds ; uQlefs like fifbes 
** you could dive into the waves/' But the inhabi- 
tants of Conftantinople were animated by a reinforce- 
ment of twelve thoufand cuiraffiers, fent by Heraclius. 
The Perfians were prevented from crofling the Bofpho- 
rus by a fleet of gallies ; the Avars were repulfed ; 
and the chagan, his allies difcontented,' and his provi- 
(ions exhaufted, was compelled relu£tantly to give the 
iignal of retreat. 

Heraclius, after the detachment he had embarked 
for Conftantinople, had maintained a defenfive war 
on the banks of the Phafis. The deliverance of the 
capital, and a vidory of his brother Theodorus, dif- 
pelled his anxiety.* To the hoftilities of the Avars, 
he ©ppofed an honourable alliance with the Turks. 
The hord of Chozars quitted the plains of Volga, for 
the mountains of Georgia. Near Teftis, Heraclius 
received their, prince Ziebel, whom he faluted with the 
appellation of fon } and flattered with the premife of a 
fair and auguji bride in his daughter Eudocia. In re- 
turn, he obtained an immediate fuccour of forty thoufand 
horfe, and negociated a ftrong diverfion of the Turk- 
ifh arms on the fide of ihe Oxus. Sarbar ft ill main- 
tained his ftation of Chalcedou j but the jealoufy of 
Chofroes difpatched a mandate to the fecond in com- 
mand, to fend the head of jthe obpoxious general ; the 
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difpatches were delivered to Sarbar hitnfelf, vvho, alter 
infening the names of fouf hundred officers, read them 
in council, and the Perfians declared that Chofroes 
was unworthy the fceptre. A treaty was immediately 
concluded with Conftantinople ; and though Sarbar 
declined joining the ftandard of the empire, yet he al- 
lowed Heraclius to purfue his defigns without inter- 
ruption. 

The march of the Romans towards the Tigris, was 
ftill attended by a formidable hofl: of Perfians, com- 
manded by Rhazates. The caution of this general was 
fuperceded by the peremptory command of Chofroes, 
to rifle the fate of Perfia in a decifive battle. . The fpace 
once covered by the city of Nineveh, afforded a field 
for the operations of the hoftile armies, [a. d. 627. 
December 1.3 In that memorable conteft, the valour 
of Heraclius furpaffed that of his braved warriors.*— 
Three gallant chiefs were flain by his fword or lance ; 
among thefe was Rhazates himfelf : and the fight of 
his head fcattered defpair through the fainting ranks 
of the Perfians. Yet the foldiers of Chofroes m^n- 
tained their ground from day-break to the eleventh 
hour ; and the Perfian cavalry relinquifhed not the 
field till the feventh hour of night, when, after pillag- 
ing their camp, they difperfed, rather for want of or- 
ders than of refolution. The diligence of Heraclius, 
in twenty-four hours aftier his viflory, decupled the 
bridges of the great and leiTer Zab ; and his irrefiftible 
arms foon penetrated to Daftagerd, a royal feat, which 
Oofroes had ornamented with the fpoils of his tranfi- 
ent conqueil^ } and the treafures of which exceeded 

the 
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the hopes, and fatlated the avarice of the triumphant 
Romans. 

Chofroes, inftead of encountering his rival in perfoa 
in the plains of Nineveh, had, at a fecure diflance, 
cxpefted the event ; and collected the fcattered relics 
of the defeat. It was ftill the opinion of his friends 
and foes> that he would bury hitnfelf in the ruins of 
bis much-loved Daftagerd ; but the fon gf Hormoui; 
refigned his city and palace to the enemy, and efcaped 
nine days before the arrival of the Romans, withSira^ 
bis beft beloved wife, and three of his concubines* 
[a. d. 627. December ag."] He entered with joy 
t^ fortifications of Ctefiphon j yet he ftill doubted of 
bis fafety, till he had oppofed the river Tigris to 
the purfuit of the Romans. Amidft his triumphs, 
Hcraclius continued, to prefs his offers of peace f^ 
but the Perfian .monarch derived a temporary con- 
fidence from the retreat of the emperor, and difre* 
garded too long the rifing murmurs of a nation, who 
complained that their lives and fortunes were facri- 
ficed to the obftinacy . of an old man. Confcious of 
his approaching end, the aged king wifhed to fix his 
fceptre in the hand of Merdaza, the moft favoured of 
his fons : but Siroes, his eldeft born, who gloried in the 
merit of his mother Sira, had already confpired with 
the difcontented nobles.^ . Twenty-two fatraps were 
tempted by the .wealth and honours of a new reign ; 
Siroes, with the affumed enfigns of royalty, appeared 
in the gamp, and was faluted with the unanimous accla* 
mations of the' foldiers. [a. d. 628. February 25.] 

The 
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The flight of Chofroes was intercepted; and the 
Greeks and modern Perfians have more minutely, than' 
credibly, related how the unhappy monarch was tor- 
tured and famiflied by his inhuman fon. [February 
ii8»] That fon enjoyed the fruit of his crimes only 
eight months ; in the fpace of four years the regal 
title was affumed by nine candidates, who difputed 
with the fword the fragments of the exhaufted monar-' 
chy ; and a ftate of anarchy prevailed throughout 
Perfia, till her provinces, in about eight years, were 
reduced under the common yckc of the Arabian ca- 
liphs. 

The welcome intelligence of the death of Chofroes, 
and the elevation of Siroes, foon reached the trium* 
phant camp of the emperor ; the ambaiTadors of the 
new monarch ratified, with the Romans, a treaty of 
peace and alliance. The ftandards which bad faSen 
into the hands of the Perfians, were reftored ; the fub- 
jefts of Heraclius were redeemed from flavery j and 
the true wood of the holy crofs was refigned to the 
importunate demands of the emperor. Each fovereign 
retired within the limits of his former dominions ; and 
a war, which had wounded the vitals of the two em* 
pires, produced no change in their external and rela- 
tive fituation. Heraclius, after the exploits ' of fix 
glorious campaigns, returned in triumph from Tauris 
to Cohftantinople j but while he enjoyed the accla- 
matipns of his fubjedls, an obfcure town on the confines 
of Syria was pillaged by the Saracens. Some troops, 
fent tp its relief, were cut into pieces j and this trifling 

occurrence 
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occurrence was the prelude of a mighty revolution,— 
Thefe robbers were the difciples of Mahomet, who 
emerging from the defer t, in lefs than eight years 
acquired, by the fword, thofe provinces which had 
been refcued from the Perfians by the valour of He- 
raclius. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 

SUCCESSION AND CHARACTERS OF THE GR^K EMPERORS 
OF CONSTANTINOPLE, FROM THE TIME OF HERACLIUS TO 
THE LATIN CONQUEST. 

In the fucceeding part of this work will be contained 
the regular feries of the emperors from the days of 
Heraclius to the Latin conqueft* After this abftrafl; 
of Byzantine hiftory, the following nations will pafs 
before our eyes, and each will occupy the fpace to 
which it is entitled by the degree of conrie6Uon with 
the Roman world and the prefent age. I. The 
Franks, which appellation includes the Barbarians of 
France, Italy, and Germany ; they were feparated 
from the Byzantine throne by the perfecution of images 
and their votaries ; and their feparation prepared the 
reftoration of the Roman empire in the Weft. II. The 
Arabs, or Saracens. Thefe, after reducing Syria, 
Egypt, and Africa, overthrew the monarchies o^ Per- 
fia and'Spain ; but Conftantinople and Europe were 
fayed by the divifion and decay of the empire of the 
caliphs. III. The Bulgarians; IV. Hungarians; 
and, V. Russians, who aflaulted by fea, or by land, 
the provinces and the capital. VI. The Normans, 
who founded a kingdom in Apulia and Sicily, and 
fliook the throne of Conftantinople. VII. The Latins; 
the fubjeds of the pope, the nations of the Weft, who 
enlifted under the crofs for thg recovery of the holy 
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k^An*' fix thefe memorable cru(kdi$s, ft f^eet and 
srmy of French and Venetians were diverted from 
Syria to the Thracian Bofphorus ; tbey aifaulted this 
i;aprtaLr they fubverted the Gr^ek monarchy ; and a 
dynafty of Latin princes were feated near threefcore 
years on the throne of Conftantinople. VIII. The 
Greeks themfelvb, during this period, mu(t be con* 
fidered as a foreign nation, the enemies, and again the 
fovereigns of Con flan tinople ; and the imperial feries 
\fnM be continued from their reftoration to the Turki(h 
conquefts. IX« The Moguls and Tartars. By 
the arms of Zingis and his defcendants, the fuhans were 
overthrown, the caliphs fell, and the C^fars trembled 
on their throne ; and the victories of Timour fufpend* 
ed the final ruin of the Byzantine empire above fifty 
years, X. The fecpnd dynafty of the Turkifli nation, 
which emerged in the eleventh century from the Scy- 
thian wikiernefs. The Ottomans, who derived that 
. name from Othman, became the fcourge and terror of 
Europe. Conftantinople was beficged and taken i and 
the title of the Roman empire in the £a(l extinguiflied. 
Thence returning to the Weft, the ruins of ancient 
Rome will terminate our labour and inquiry. 

Heraclius, after the death of^his fir ft wife Eudocia, 
bad contraded an inceftuous marriage with his nj^ce 
Martina. The fupierftition of the Greeks beheld the 
judgment of heaven in the difeafc^. of the father, and 
the deformity of his offspring. Conftantine, his eldefl: 
fon, enjoyed the title of Auguftus ; but the weakneft 
of his cdnftitutibn. rehired a colleague ; Heracleonas, 
the fan ofr.Martisi^ .was affociared to the purple; 
: Vol. II. M [a, x>. 



ifo 



DfiCLIRS AKD FALL OF 



f A. D. iSjS. July 4*3 the concord of tKc royal broi 
tbers was affeftedly difplayed by the yoimger leaning 
on tbe elder ; and the name of Martina was mingled 
in the venal acclamations of the people. {]a. d. 639.3 
Heraclius furvived this aflbciation about two years ; 
f A, D. 641. February.] his laft teftament declared his 
two fons the equal hens of the Eaftern empire ; and 
enjoined them to honour Martina as their mother and 
fovereign. 

The afpiring Martina immediately afiumed the en*^ 
fi^ns of royalty ; but (he was compelled to defcend 
from the throne by the voice of freedom and fuper- 
Ahion ; as a woman, fhe was excluded from govern* 
raent, and retired within the female apartments of the 
palace. The death of Conftantine, who, in the thirti* 
cth year of his age, and after a reign of one hundred 
and three days, expired, {^a. d. 641. May 25.} not with- 
out fufpicion of poifon,revived the ambition of Martina. 
Sberefumed the reins of government; but theinceftuous 
widow of Heracliuft was univerfally abhorred ; the pro- 
inflations of her fon, then only fifteen years of age were 
tlifregarded ; and fhe late emperor, on his death-bed, 
had difpatched a trufty fervant to arm the troops and 
provinces of the Eaft, in the defence of his two helplefs 
children; Valentin was fuccefsful ; and from the camp 
ofChalcedon, he demanded the punifhment of thoTe 
who had poifoned Conftantine^ and rnfifted on the re* 
floration of the lawful heir to the empire* The citizens 
of Conflantinople compelled Heracleonas to zppezx in 
the pulpit of St. Sophia, with the eldeft of .the royal 
orphans. Conftansi alohe was falutcdai emperor, and 
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tims crowned with the folerrin bienedidion of the pa« 
trfarch. A toore bloody talk was referved'for the 
fenate, who were ftrengthened by the confent of the 
foldiers and the people. They condemned Martina 
and Hetacleonas to amputation, the former of her 
tongue, the latter of his nofe ; and after this cruel 
execution, they were permitted to linger through the 
remainder of their days in exile and oblivion* 

A. D. 641. September.]] Conftans afcended the 
throne when only twelve years old : his early refpeft 
for the fenate was quickly erafed by the prejudices of 
the age, and the habits of defpotifm. His jealoufy 
induced him to impofe on his brother Theodofius, the 
ceremony of holy orders ; but though thus difqualified 
for the purple, that unhappy youth could not efcape 
the fufpicions of the tyrant, who at laft removed him 
by death. But the imprecations of the people purfued 
the royal aflaffin ; and in the fulnefs of his power, he 
was driven from his capital into perpetual exile. After 
paffing a winter at Athens, he failed to Tarentum^ 
vifited Rome^ andfixe4his refidence at Syracufe. But 
his fteps were attended by remorfe ; and the vifionary 
Ihade of his brother continually obtruded itfelf. Odious 
to himCelf and mankind, he periflied, in the capital of 
Sicily, by domeftic treafon. A ferv^intj who waited in 
the bath, after pouring warm water on his head, ftruck 
him violently with the v^fe ; he fell, ftunned with the 
blow, and was fuffocated with the ^^ater,. The troopi 
of Sicily haftily inverted with the purple an obfcure: 
youth, whofe beauty feems tp hav^ be(?n his' fole re- 
commendation* 
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But Conftans had left in the Byzabtine palace three 
fens ; and the caure of Conftantinet the eldeft, was 
readily embraced by his fubjefts^ who contributed 
with zeal and alacrity to chaftire the prefumption of a 
province, which had ufurped the rights of the fenate 
and the people, (a. p, 668.] The emperor lailed 
from the Hellefpont with a powerful fleet ; the defeat 
of the Sicilian tyrant was eafy ; and his beauteous 
head was expofed in the hippodrome. Conftantine 
returned in triumph to his capital ; and the growth 
of his beard during the Sicilian voyage was announced 
to the Grecian world by the familiar appdlation of 
Pogonatus. But his reign, like that of his predcceflTor, 
was ftained with fraternal difcord ; he had beftowed 
on his two brothers, Heraclius and Tiberius, the title 
of Auguftus. The royal youths demanded a partition 
of the fovereignty J their adherents were puniflied ; 
the ihiprudent brothers were pardoned ; but a repe- 
tition of the fame offence deprived the princes of their 
titles and nofes* Pogonatus, in the clofe'of his life, 
was anxious to eftablifli the right of primogeniture ; he 
offered, on the Ihrine of St. Peter, the hair of his two 
fons, Juftmian and Heraclius, as a fymbol of their fpi- 
ritual adoption by the pope ; but the elder was alone 
exalted to the nmk of Auguftus, and the affurance of 
the empire. 

After the dcccafe of Pogonatus, Juftinian IL af- 
cended the throne; [a. d- 685.] and diflionoured by 
his youthful vices the name of the celebrated law- 
giver. For ten years he enjoyed the fuffcrings^ and 
braved the revenge of hjd fubjefts. Leontius,^ a gene- 
ral 
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ral of reputation^ was drawn from a dungeon te aflume 
' the government of Greece ; he obferved, with a figh, 
that inevitable death would purfue hijB footfteps ; hi& 
friends replied, that the tyrant was univerfaily abhor- 
fed ; aiidthat two hundred thoufand patriots expected 
only the voice of a leader. The night was chofen for 
their deliverance ; the prsefeft was ilain : the prifons 
were forced open ; and Juftinian was dtagged into the, 
hippodrome, where the clamours of the people de» 
manded his inftant death ; but the pity of Leontius" 
preferved the fon of his benefaftor ; the amputatfon 
of his nofe was imperfeftly performed ;.^ ]^a. d. 695.3 
and he was baniflied to the lonely fetttement of Cher* 
fonae, in Crim-Tartary. ^ 

After three years, Leontius was dethroned by the 
rebel Apfimar, who aflUmed the name of Tiberius ; the 
lifurper regarded with terror the exiled Juftinian, 
whofe vice$ had ftimulated the complaints of the Cher- 
fonitesJ From the dangerous fhore, with a band of 
defperate followers, the imperial fugitive efcaped to the 
herd of the Chozars, who had pitched their tents be- 
tween the Tanais and the Boryfthenes, The khan 
received him with refp<^£t, and beftowed on him his 
fifter Theodora with Phanagoria, a city on the Afiatic 
fide of the lake Masotis. But the chozar was foqn 
tempted by the gold of Conftantinople j and Juftinian 
would have been al&flinated, had not the fecret been 
revealed by the affection of Theodora. The fon of 
Pogonatus ftrangled the emiffaries of the khan with his 
own hands, fent back Theodora to her brother, and 
embarked on the Euxine in fearch of new aifles. His 
veffel was aflaulted by a violent tempeft j and one of 
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his pious companions advyed.himtaxleferve.thfi niercy 
of God by a yow of forgivenefs, if he^fhould be r^^ 
ftored to his throne. '* Of forgivenefs !" rep^i^4 tfee 
intrepid tyrant : *V niay I perifli.this iuftant- — may the 
** Almighty whelm mp ia the waves— if X confent to 
" fpare a fingle head of my enemies !'V He landed in, 
the mouth of the Danube ; retired to the Bulgarians ; 
and purchafed, by fplendid promifes, ,the. aid of 
Tefbelis, a pagan prince. The two prince^ bafieged 
Coh(jlantinople wjth fixteen thousand horfe, ; Apfimar 
was difmayed by t^ie fudflea appearance of his rival j 
the misfortunes of their hereditary fovereign excited 
the pity^ of the multitude j ^nd jpftini^ was intrp- 
duced into Conftantinople by the diiigencie qf his ad* 
hcrents. ... 

After rewarding Terbelis, his gr^i;ified his revenge, 
which he had nourifhed evenamidft the ftorms of thie 
Euxine J before their execution, he flood for an hour 
on the necks of Leontius and Apfimar. [!a, d 705.] 
During the fiy years of his new reign, the rack, the 
axej and the cord, were inceflantly en>ployed. Th^ 
Cherfonites were peculiarly deftined to cxperipnq^ his 
vengeance; but after a feries of cruelties, too inhuman 
to relate, the khan of the Chozars renounced the 
caufe of his brother ; the exiles of the provinces af* 
fembled in Tauris j and Philippicus was inverted with 
the purple, [a. d. 71 i.J The tyrant, deferted by his 
Barbarian guards, received without dread the mortal 
ftroke ; and the death of his fon Tiberius, e:;tingui(h- 
cd, after a reign of o|ie hun<Jred years, thg r^ce of 
Jleraclius. .. • 

philippicus ^bufedjdyring mpre fhap two y^ars, the 

authority 



aathority he had acquired by the death' of the tyrafit« 

But feme bold coiifpiraiors in thediforder of ^ feaft 
furprifed, blinded, and depofed the intoxicated mo- 
narch : [a. d 713.3 but the tTaitoTS were difapjpoim-' 
ed of their reward, and the voice of the people pro* 
mored Artemius, who aflbmed the title of AnaftaiiuS^ 
to the imperial dignity. [a;d. 716.} Three years of 
a turbulent reign had fcarce elapfed, before Theodo- 
fius, an obfcure officer of the revenue, was reluctantly 
iaveded with the purple, ii| a mutiny of :tbe flieet* 
Anaftafius refigned the fceptre ; and Theodofms, the 
conqueror, in his turn, wzs compelled to* yield to the 
a/cendant of Leo, the general of the Oriental troopsf ; 
yet the laft days of Theodofius were honourable and 
fecure, while the reftlefs fpirk of Anallafius tempted 
him to rifle and lofe his life in a treafonable confpiracy. 

A. D. 718.] The primitive name of Leo was Co- 
non ; and it is agreed j that he was a native of Ifaurig. 
His firit fervice was in the guards of Juftinian;, and/ 
his valour and dexterity gradually raifed him to the - 
coitimand of the Anatolian legions, and, by the fufirage* 
of the foldiers, to the empire of the Eaft. * In this 
dangerous elevation, amidfl: religious ijnnoyations^ ht 
conduced himfelf with temper and firmnefe; and 
after a reign of twenty-four years, peaceably expired 
in the palace of Conftantinople, 

A. D* 741.3 Conftantine the Fifth was the fon and 
fycceflbr of Leo, and derived the name of Copronymus 
from the pollution of his baptifmal font. His manners 
were diflfolute, and his temper was cruel ; but his ene^ 
mies allow hi$ courage and adivity at the head of his 
legigns } and in a various reign of ihirty-four years, he 
M 4 . triumphed 



i68 



DBOtmX AMD WALL 0» 



trmmphed by fea and land> on the Euphratel a<id fhe 
Danube, in civil and Barbarian war. 

A. Q* 775.3 Leo the Fourth^ the fon of the fifth, 
and the father of the (bcth Conftantine, was of a feeble 
conftitution both of mind and body. He affociated to the 
empiretbeyoungConftantinej with the unanimous wiflies 
of ius fubjefls ; but the five Tons of Copropymus, by a 
fecond marriage, endeavoured to difturb the peace of 
the empire. Their treafonable attempts were twice 
pardoned ; a third confpiracy was punifiied with am- 
putation^ and banifliment to Athens } even in this re^ 
treat their relllefs fpirits prompted tham to Itften to a 
Sclavonsm chiefs who offered to break their prifon, 
and lead them^oGonftanttnople; the people of Athens 
appear to have interpofed ; and. the fons of Coprony* 
mus were loft in oblivion and darknefs. 

A. !>• 780.] The eraprefs Irene was declared, by 
the teftament of Leo, the guardian of the Roman 
world,andof her jGdnConfiantine the Sixth, who was no 
n^ore than ten years of age. During his childhood, 
Irene faithfully difcharged the office fiie was entrufted 
with} the- mature age of the emperor rendered the 
maternal yoke grievous) his favourites ftimulated his 
defire for power> and it was determined^ to banifli 
Irene to Sicily. The penetration of the emprefs 
difcovered the defign ; the projeft was dirconcert* 
ed^he rafli advifers punifbed ; and the prince com* 
pelled to fubmic to the afcendant of his mother, 
who exa£ked an oath of fidelity to herlelf alone. 
A tumult of the Armenian guards encouraged the ge* 
neral declaration that Conftantine the Sixth w^is the 
lawful emperor* He afcended the throne, and diC 
f7 miflfed 
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miBSed Irexie to a life of folitude and repofe. The preca- 
riovs attachment of the Armenians vn^ foon alienared 
by the imprudent rigour of the emperor; Irene was 
reftored ; and the unfortunate Conftantine was de- 
prived of his eyes by his unnatural and ambitious mo* 
ther. [a. d. 792.3 

Irene for feveral years maintained her reign with 
e^Kternal fplendour ; but the black ingratitude of thofc 
whom (he had raifed to the highefl dignities of the 
ftate, undermined her power, [a. d. 802 0£l. 31.] 
The great treafurer, Nicephorus, was fecretly ii^vefted 
with the purple j and the emprefs, after in vain folictt* 
ing a decent and honourable retreat, wastrompelled, ia 
her exile to the iile of Lefbos, toeama fcanty fubfirftence 
by the labours of her diftafF. 

The character of Nicepborus wa^ fbained with the three 
odious vices of hypocrify, ingratitude, and avarice* 
IJnfkilfuI and unfortunate in war, he was vanquiflied 
by the Saracens, and ilain by the Bulgarians* [a. p* 
811. July 25.3 His fon Stauracius efcaped from the 
field with a mortal wound ; bui the fix months that 
lie furvived were fufficient to prove, that, with the 
kingdom, he inherited the vi<2es of bis father* Mi- 
chael, who had married his fifter Procopia, pofleffed 
the wiihes and efteem of the palace and city. The 
jealoufy of Stauracius confpired againft the life of hi« 
fuccefibr, and exafperated the people ; and the fon of 
Nicephorus, before he funk into the grave, was compel- 
led to implore the clemency of his new fcvereign* 

A. D. 8 II. Oft. 2.3 The virtues of Michael were 
adapted to the fliade of private life j but ^ere unequal 
to the talk of controuling his ambitious fubjeAs, or re- 
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preffing the invafions of the vi£toiious BarbaHam, 
The luafculine fpirit of his wife Procopta^ who pre- 
fumed to dired the difcipline of the camp, awakened 
the indignation of the foldiers. A difafieded army 
afferted the right of Leo the Armenian ; the huma- 
nity of Michael prevented, by a voluntary refignation, 
the calamities of civil war ;. and the imperial monk, 
feparated from his power^ and wife, enjoyed the 
comforts of Iblitude and religion above tbirty.two 
years. 

A. D« 8 1 1. July II.] Leo the Fifth, bad beea early 
educated in a camp ; he introduced into his civil go* 
vernmentthe rigour of military difcipline ; but if his 
Jeverity was fometiiries dangerous to the innocent, it 
was always formidable to the guilty. Michael, his 
compamoii> bad contributed towards the elevation of 
the empetor^ sind be foon confpired againft his autho- 
iity» His criminal defigns had been frequently deted- 
edf and repeatedly pardoned by the gratitude of Leo i 
he was at length confined and condemned ; but a more 
focce&ful confpiracy releafed him from his prifon, and 
terminated the life and reign of Leo, who was (lain by 
die inexorable aflaffin at the foot of the altar. 

Michael, who from a defed in his fpeech was furnamed 
the Stammerer, had been delivered from a dungeon and 
impending death to difplay his depraved and ignoble man- 
ners on a throne.[A. d. 820. Dec. 25.] His litle was dif* 
puted by Thomas the Cappadocian ; he tranfported into 
Xdrope an army of fourfcore thoufand Barbarians from 
the banks of the Tigris and the fhores of the Cafpian ; 
he formed the fiege of Conflantinoplej but his camp was 
Suited by a Bulgaria king^ and Thomas had the 

misfortune 



t^e/r^oman empirk# . 171. 

iQ^sfortune. to faU into the power of the conqueror. 
The hands andJEeetof the rebel were amputated ; and^ 
mounted on anjafe^ he. was led through the ilreets of 
the city, which he jEprinkled with bis blood* Michael,; 
on thexleath qf his firft wife, had drawn from a Con- 
vent *Euphrofyne, the. daughter of Conftantine the 
Sixth, who flipulc^t^d that h^r children ihould ibar^. 
^yally the empire with their elder brpther ; but the 
nuptials of Michael and Eiaphrofyne weife barren ; and 
file w^^ c<;jnt^nt;with the title of the mother of Theo- 
philus^bis-Jfon ai^ fqcceflbnii 
n.A, p- 839..] Thf ^valour of Theophilus, though often 
felt by hisj^aem;es5 was ra&'aijd.fruitlqfs; his juftice, 
though acknowledged by his fubjeds, was^rl^itrary 
acidf r^l . ./His five expeditions againft the Saracens 
were coi^clu^ed by a fignal pyerthrow ; and. from his 
nf^Ukary toils, he only derived the furname cif . the Un* 
f^jptunate. His jealous tyranny facrificed a brother and 
a jprince to the future fafety of his throne* A Ei^i^i^n^ 
ofiheraappf Saffanidqs, .ha4. dieid in exile at Con- 
Ilantinpple } his fon was ^educated in ,the Byzantine 
court, a Chriftian and ?ifoldier. He, received the hand 
of the emperor's filler, and the command of thirty, 
thoufand Perfians, who, like his father, had fled from 
the Mahometan conquerors. Thefe troops wiihed to 
place their general on the throne ; but the loyal Theo* 
phobus rejefted their offers, and efcaped from their 
bauds tp the palace of his royal brother ; but inftead 
of engaging the confidence, he excited the jealoufy of 
the emperor, exafperatedby ef>vy and difeafe* Re 
f*eared the dangerous virtues, which might opprefs th^ 
^^j^qefs a^d iij/ancy of his .'vv^ife- pd foil* He d^^ 
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manded the head of the Perfian ; and as he received tt» 
" Thou art," laid he, *« no longer Theophobus ;'* and 
finking on his conch, he added, ^^ Soon, too foon, I 
** Ihall be no more Theophilus." 

A. D. 842. Jan. 20.] Thie laft will of Theophllus 
entrufted his widow Theodora with the guardianfhip 
df the empire and her fon Michael, then only in^the 
fifth year of his age. After a prudent adminiftration 
of thirteen years, the emprefs perceived the decline of 
her influence^ but tnftead of confpiring agaiiift the 
government of her fon, fte retired into foUtude, de- 
ploring the vices, and the inevitable ruin of the unwor- 
thy youth. Michael the Third had rejected the autho- 
rity of his mother; and he ftudiouily imitated the 
ignoble purfaits of Nero, and the licentious pleafures 
of Elagabalus ; be delighted in the amufements of the 
theatre, and devoted himfelf to the indulgence of laft 
and intemperance; as contemptible as he was odious^ 
the fon of Theophilus had incurred the enmity of 
every worthy citizen. In the thirtieth year of his age, 
and in the hour of intoxication and fleep, Michael the 
Third was murdered in his chamber by the founder of 
a new dynafty, whom the emperor himfelf had raifed 
to an equality of rank dnd power# 

A. D. 867. Sept. 24.3 Bafil, the Macedonian, derived 
his defcent from a youiiger branch of the Arfacides, 
the former rivals of Rome. Two of thefe had retired to 
the court of Leo the Firft, and experienced a hofpitable 
fettlement in the province of Macedonia. Their 
fplendour was infenfibly clouded by time and poverty ; 
and the father of Bafil was reduced to a fmall farm, 
which he cultivated with his own hands. He had 

married 
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Amitd a widow of Adrianopley who cinintftd among 
her anceftors ihe great Gonftaiitine ; bat Bafilwat 
fcarcely born, before he was fwepi away, with hit 
family and city,' by an inundation of the Bulgarians -* 
Educated as a flave in the fevere ferviee of the Barbae 
rians^ he acquired a bardinefs of body and fleacibBity of 
mind which promoted his future elevation. He (hared 
the deliverance of the Roman captives, who broke their 
chains, marched through Bulgaria to the fboies of the 
Euxine, defeated two armies of Barbarians^ and em- 
barked m th^ veflfels prepared for tbeir reception fbr 
Conftantinople. He was introduced to the ferviee of 
a coufin and namefake of the emperor Theopbilus ; 
attrafted the favour of a rich jovidow of Patra, whofe 
bounty he employed in the education of his brothers } 
and, ftill a& the fervant of Theophilus, overth|rew ace*- 
lebrated wredier of the Bulgariana, and tamed a. beau* 
tiful but vicious horfe, which had been condemned as 
unmanageable. He married a concubine of the empe«- 
ror Michael, and her place was fuppUed by the fifteir 
of the, new favourite, who was raifed to the digpky of 
chamberlain, aflbciated to the pttrple» «id by che.muf*' 
der of Michael eftabliihed himfelf on the throne. - 

The folid praife of Bafil is drawn from the ruined 
flate of his kingdom at his acceffion, and the flourifliing 
condition of \t at his death. His application was inde<» 
fatigable, his temper cool, his underftandtng vigOTOUft 
and decifive. Though he was not endowed with the 
fpirit and the talents of a warrior, yet under his. reign 
the Roman arms were again formidable to the Barba* 

riam^ 
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mos ; Init bis prmcipal merit Was in the civil adimnli 
ftratioQ of the finances and of the laws. His glorious 
reign was terminated by an accident in the chace ; a fu- 
rions (lag entangled his horns in the belt of Bafil, and 
ndfed him from bis borfe; he was refcued by an at- 
tendant, who flew the animal ; but the fall, or fever, 
exhaufted the ftrength of the aged monarch, and he 
expired, in the pahce, amidft the tears of his family 
and people* 

A. D. 886. March 2 1^] Conftantine, the eldeft fon 
of Bafil, had died before his father ; Stephen, the 
youngeft, was content with the honours of a patriarch 
and a faint ; Leo and Alexander, the tw6 other fons« 
were alike invefted with the purple ;- but the power 
was folely exercifed by the elder brother, Leo the 
Sixth, fumamed the Philofopben The only reafon to 
be difcovered for this fage appellation is, that the fon 
of Bafil appeared lefs ignorant than the greater part of 
his contemporaries in church and (late, and that feveral 
books of profane and ecclefiaftical fcience were com* 
pofed in his name, or by his pen. In his three fir ft 
alliances, his nuptial bed was unfruitful ; the emperor 
required a female companion, and the empire a Iegiti« 
mate heir. The beauttfal Zoe was introduced as a 
concubine, and on the birth of Conflantine, her lover 
declared his intention of legitimating the mother and 
the child. But^a fourth marriage was a fcandal as yet 
vmknown to the Chriftians of the £a(l ;^ the patriarch 
Nicolas refufed his bleiling ; the imperial baptifm was 
procured by a promife of feparatioii^foon broken \ and 
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tbe fubfequent edift of Gonftafttiile, which cdndemned 
the future fcandal of fourth marriages^ U(t a tacit im^ 
putation on his own birth. 

A, D. 911. May 11.3 Conftantine the Seventh de« 
rived the appellation of PorpbyrogenituSf from the 
apartment of the Byzantine palace which was referved 
for the ufe of the pregnant emprefles, and lined with 
porphyry or purple. On his father's death, he was but 
fix years old; and the weaknefs of his fucceffive guar* 
dians or agents, tempted the ambition of a foldier, who, 
from an obfcure origin, had raifed himfelf to the com* 
mand of the naval forces of the empire. Romanus 
Lecapenus, with a viclorious fleet, failed from the 
mouth of the Danube into the harbour of Conftanti* 
npple, and was hailed as the deliverer of the people 
and the guardian of the prince. 5ut Romanus fooa 
difdained the fubordinate powers of a minifter, and at 
fumed, with the titles of Caefar and Auguftus, the full 
independence of royalty, which he held near five and 
twenty . years, [a, d. 919. Dec. 24.] His three 
fons, Chriftopher, Stephen, and Conftantine, were fuc- 
ceffively adorned with the fame honours, and the law- 
ful emperor was degraded from the firfl: to the fifth 
rank in this college of princes ; but his ftudious temper 
and retirement difarmed the jealoufy of Lecapenus, 
and the grandfon of Bafil improved a fcanty allowance 
by his (kill as an artid, and by the fale of his pi£lares« 
The. fall of Romanus was occafioned by his owo 
vices and t^iofe of his children. After thq deceafe of 
Chriftopher his eldeft fon, the two furviving bjrorbcrs 
quarrelled with each other, and ^pnfpired againft their 
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£uher. They fttrprifed him in the palace, and c<m« 
Teyed bini; in the habit of a monk^toa fmall ifland in 
the Pr^poatis, which was peopled by a religious com- 
munityt This domeftic revolution excited a tumult, 
which reftored Porphyrogenitus ; and the fons of Ro- 
manus were embarked for the fame ifland as they had 
previoufly tranfported their &tber to. [a* t>. 945* 
Jan. 47.] In the fortieth year of his rdgn, Conftan- 
tine the Seventh obtained the poffeflion of the BUftem 
world ; but while he indulged the habits of intempe- 
ranee and floth, he relinquiOied the reins of government 
to the caprice of his wife Helena, the daughter of the 
baniOied Romanus j yet the birth, misfortunes, learn* 
ing, and innocence of Conftantine, endeared him to 
the Greeks ; fifteen years afterwards^ the ceremony of 
his funeral was mourned by the unfeigned tears of his 
fubjeds ; before the proceffion moved towards the im- 
perial fepulchre, an herald proclaimed this awful admo- 
nition, ^* Arife, O king of the world, and obey the 
•• fummons of the King of kings." 

A. D. 959* Nov. 15.3 The death of Condantine 
*wa8 imputed to poifon ; and his fon, Romanus, who 
derived that name from his maternal grandfather, 
^cended the throne at ConflantiAople. While his 
two brothers^ Nicepborus and Leo, triumphed over 
the Saracens, the hours of the emperor were devoted 
to the amufements of the circus, and th^pleafures of 
the table. Though in ftrengrh and beauty he was 
confpicuous above the race of men, yet thefe perfec- 
tions were infufficient to fix the love of Theophano^ 
his wifcj a woman of bafe origin, mafcuUne fpirit, and 
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flagitiou$ manners ; and afur a reign of four years, 
fte mingled for her hufband the fame deadly draught 
which (he had compofed for his father, 

Romanus the younger left two fons, Bafil the Se* 
cohd, and Conft.antine the Ninth ; and. fwo daughters, 
Theophano and Aone. [a. ©• 9^3] The eldeil 
was given to the fecond emperor of the Weft j the, 
younger became the wife of Wobdomirr great duke 
and apoftle of Ruilia. After the death of her hufband, 
the emprefs Theophano in vain endeavoured to reiga 
alone ; ai\(d confcious of the neceflity of a protedor, 
(he threw herfelf into the arms of Nicephorus. Phocas, 
who united in the popular opinion the double merit of 
9, hero and a faint. In the former char^6ler> his quali- 
fications were genuine and fplendid ; but his religion 
was of a more ambiguous caft ; and his wi(h to retire 
from the world, was a convenient mafk. for his dark 
and dangerous ambition. He marched to Conftanti« 
nople, avowed his correfpondencc with the eq;ip:efs, 
and, without degrading her fons, a^flumed the title of 
^Auguftus, with the pre-eminence of, pov/er. In a 
reign of fix years, he provoked the hatred of his fub- 
)ed's, who accured him of hypocrify and avarice } yet 
Nicephorus ftridly applied the revenue to the public 
ufe ; c^ach fpring be marched in perfon againft the Sa-> 
racens ; . an4ev:ery Rom%n might compute, the employ* 
ment of his taxes in triumphs, conquefts, and the fe<* 
curity^of tl)^ Eaftern barrier. 

.. A.p,.,9-9i pec^aiJ JohnZ.imifces,anoble^Armenian, 
who£e.ftatur&'was below tl\e ordinary ftandard,. but 
yhofe-bfidy frs^s tn^p^iji^ed witK ftrengtb^ ^^u^X» ^^^ 
. Voull. ^" / N ^ ' ^ ^ ■ the 
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the foul of a hero, had promoted the elevation of Nn 
' cephorus, and had been rewarded with difgrace and 
exile. But Zimifces was ranked among the numerous 
lovers of the emprefs ; by hef interceffion he was per- 
mitted to refide in the neighbourhood of the capital, 
and Theophano confented with alacrity to the death of 
her hufband. The confpirators were introduced into 
the palace ; the head of Nicephbrus was (hewn to the 
populace ; and the Armenian was proclaimed empe- 
ror of the Eaft, . At the exhortation of the patriarch 
be feparated himfelf from his more criminal aiTociate^ 
and Theophano was condemned to lament her crimes 
in exile. The perfonal valgjur and activity of Zimifces 
were fignalized on the Danube and the Tigris ; and 
by his double triumph over the Ruffians and Saracens, 
he deferved the title of faviour of the empire, and 
conqueror of the £aft. But he had imprudently, in 
his la|t return from Syria, exprefled his indignation at 
the wealth and property of the eunuchs, and the death 
of Zimifces is ftrongly marked with poifon. 

. A^ D. 976.] During this ufurpation of twelve 
years, the two lawful emperors, Bafil and Conftamine, 
bad grown to the age of manhood ; but the premature- 
death of Zimifces, who faithfully admintftered the em- 
pire, without violattng the right of fucceffion, was a 
^^ofs rather than ai^enefit, to the fons of Romanus.— 
Conftantine continued to indulge the pieafures of 
youth, and to reje£t the car<cs of government ; but hir 
elder brother felc the impulfe of genius^ and^be d^fire 
ol a^ion. Conflantinopteand the pfovinces acknow* 
Icdged Bafil as their foveitign ; but Afia was opprefled 
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t>y t«ro veteran generals, Phocas and Scltrus. The 
death of the firft in the front of b^ttle^ the fubmiflion 
of the Jail at the foot of the throne^ jconfirmed the 
authopty of BaHl, whodifplayed his valour in frequent 
expeditions againft the Saracens, and by the final de- 
ftruction of the kingdom of Bulgaria. Yet the vido- 
rious prince was detefted by his fubjeds ; his rigour^ 
ahd his contempt of the laws and arts, proclaimed the^^ 
ftern and ignorant foldier^ In the fixty-eighth year 
of his ag^, the martial fpirit of Bafil prompted him in 
perfon to undertake a war againft the Saracens of Si« 
cily, but he was prevented by death ) and he expired 
with the bleffings of the clergy, and the curfes of the 
people) [a. d. i#25. Dec] his feeble brother Con- 
ftantine furvived him about three years, and employed 
his power and time in the careful fettlement of the fuc<* 
ceflion. ' 

After the death of Conftantine the Nimh, the fceptre 
devolved on RomanusArgyruSj^ a patrician of gra(feful 
perfon and dir reputation, who had married Zoe, the 
fecond daughter of the late emperor* [a. d. 1028* 
Nov. i2«] This abandoned woman had preferred to 
fhe pleafures of her bed Michael, an handfome Paph-^ 
lagonian, and her favourite chamberlain. Zoe foon 
juftified the Roman maxim, tliat every adukerefs is ca- 
pable of potfoniiig her huiband \ and the death of Ro« ^ 
manus was inftantly followed by the fcandalous. mar- 
riage and elevation of Michael the Foorth, But the 
expedaiions of Zoewere dilappointed $ the health and 
•^eafdn of Michael were foon unpaired by epileptic fits^ 
.^v. ' . N a and 
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and r^motie of confctencc} his brother Tohn^ the eu- 
nuch, governed in his name with abfolute fway ; an 
obfcure nephew \}{ the emperor V i^as adorned ^tth 
the purple ; and Michael, fumamed Galaphates^ from 
his father^s occupation in careening of vefiels, was 
adopted by Zoe^ and fucceeded on the death of bis 
uncle to the throne, [a. d. 1041. Dec. 14.] The 
only a£l of his fliort reign was his ingratitude to the 
eunuch and the emprefs. The difgrace of the firft was 
grateful to the public ^ but the exile of thelaft created 
a tumult which continued for three days. ^ Zoe was re- 
itored from her prifon, and Theodora^ her elded 
fifter, was called from her monaftery to the imperial 
authority. ^A, ix 1042. Aprilu^ The fon of Ca« 
laphates was puniflted with the lofs of his eyes, and the 
royal fifters for two momhs gave audience to the am- 
bafiadors, and ' prefided in the fenate^ ^a. d.. Te^42. 
June II.} Theodora remained averfe to niarriage, 
but Zoe confented to receive a third hufi>and, who 
' reigned as Gonftantine the Tenth, but wbofe furname 
Monomacbus^ exprefled his valour and vidory in fome 
public or private quarrel. The health of Conftantine 
was broken by the gout } and the mod: mentorable 
tranfa£Hon of his reign was his dividing, with the con- 
fent of Zoe, the nuptial bed with a widow of the name 
of Selrrena. Tet he furvived both his wives, and on 
his death, for nineteen months, Theodora refiiaied the 
admitiidration of the emfore ; [a. m 1054^ >Mov, 30. } 
her minifters perfuaded her to ruminate ftu; Jier fuc- 
cedbr Michael the Sixths a decrepit vetcMd ) r[>A. p. 

1056. 
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^056. Aug. 22.] whilft he afccnd^d the throne. The- 
odora funk into the grave, and with her expired the 
Macedonian dynafty. 

The family of the Comneni had long been tranf- 
ported from Italy to Afia, Manuel, in the reign of * 
the fecond Bafil^ had contributed to appeafe the trou* , 
bles of the Eaft. He left in a tender age two fons, 
Ifaac and John, \vhom he bequeathed to the gratitude 
of his fovereign. The youths were carefully educated, 
and rapidly advanced to the con^mand of armies and 
provinces. Their fraternal union doubted their repu- 
tation. The foldiers difdaihed the elevation of Michael 
as an infult ; and their leaders, by general confetit, 
approved Ifaac Comnenus ; the f^ate of Michael was 
decided in a ftngle battle ; but the humanity of the 
Comneiiian allowed his adverfary to feclude himfelf in 
a monaftery. Yet Ifaac had fcarce received the dia« 
dem, before the decline of his health admonKhed him 
to provide a fuccefibr. Inftead of leaving the empire 
a« a marriage portion to his daughter, his realbn decid* 
cd the preference of his brother John. The obftinate 
refufal of John was attended by the nomination of 
Conftantine Ducas, a friend of the Comnenian hoiife ; 
and Ifaac in a monaftic habit furviyed two years hi| 
voluntary abdication. 

A. D. 1059. Dec. 25.] Conftantine the Eleventh 
hut ill approved the difcernment of Ifaac j indijSirent, 
sor ignorant of the duties of a fovereign and a warrior, 
he was only anxious to fecure, at the expence of the 
republic, the power and profperity of his children, 
(iis three fons, Michael the Seventh^ Andronicus the 

N 3 Firft, 
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Firft, and Conftantine the Twelfth^ were intrefted, m 
a tender age^ with the equal title of Auguftus ; and 
the fucceflion was fpeedily opened by their father's 
death, [a. d* 1067. May.] His widow Eudocia was 
jentrufted with the adminidration, under a folemn en- 
gagement of abftainiog from fecond nuptials; but 
bjsfore the expiration of feven months, Eudocia 
raifed Romanus Diogenes to her bed and her throne. 
[a. d. 1067. Auguft.] The friends of the young 
princes were diverted from their oppofition by the tears 
of their mother^ and the aflUrances of th^ fidelity of 
the guardian. The defeat and captivity of Romaqus 
by the Tutks^ infli|£ked a deadly wound on the mor 
narchy of the Eaft. When he w^s releafed from the 
chains of rhe Sultan, he vainly foughf: his wife and his 
fubjeds. The former was thruft into a monaftry ; 
and the latt^er bad embraced the rigid maapim of the 
civil law, that a prifqner, in the hands of his enemy, 
is deprived of all the public^ and privafe rights of a 
citizen* The fruitlefii enterprizes of Romanus were 
fucceeded by fubmiffion ; and his fubmiflion, contrary 
to the faith of his capitulation, was s^ttended by a cruel 
djjath. [[4. pl^ioji. Augqft.] Under the triple reigi^ 
of the houfe of Ducas, the two younger brqihers were 
reduced to the vain honours of the purple; and the 
elder, Michael, furnamed Parapinqce^^ by his avarice 
and weaknefs^ had it^cucred the hatred and contempt 
of bis fubjefls. Two generals, of the fame name of 
Nicephorus, but diftinguiihed by the fu^names of Bry- 
. epnius and 3otaniates, appeared at the head of the 
]pl^ropean aQd^Hatic li^gionsi and afiumed the purple. 
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at Adrignopld and'Nice^ Bryennius foon difplayed 
his (tandards before the gates of Conilaminople ; bac 
his troops were repulfed by the inhabitants ; while B>* 
taniates a4vanced with flow and cautious (leps^and was 
leceived with the acclamations of the people, and the 
approbation.of the fenate. J'he feeble emperor, ap7 
plauding his own moderation, reiigned the purple'; 
and was rewarded with the monadic habit, and the 
title of archbifliop, of Ephefus, He left a fon. Con* 
ft^ntiaf?^ born an4 educated in the purple, and 9, 
daughter of thefaoufeof Ducas afterwards intermarried 
with, and confirmed the fucceflion of, the Comnenian 
dynafly. 

4!% 1078. March 25.. j Alexius, the nephetir of 
the emperor Ifaac, and the third fon of John Com- 
nenusy who btad refufed the imperial fceptre, had ad* 
bered to t^he caufi^ of Michael, till he was deferted by 
the world and himJi^If. In his firft interview with 
Botalwates, *'. jPrince," fai4 Alexius, ** my duty ren- 
** dered me your enepy ; the decrees of (iod, and of 
** the p.eople, hay^ . made me your fubjed j judge of 
" my fulure loyalty by my paft oppofition.^* The 
fuccefTor of Michae^l entertained him' with' efteem and 
confidence, and his. valour was fuccefsfully employe^ 
againft.Urfel, Bjyepnius, and Bafilacius, three rebels^ 
whodifturbed the peace of the empire : but the refufal 
of Alexius to march againft a fourth rebel, the huf- 
band of his fifter, deftroyed the memory of his pad 
ferviqes ; . and Alexius, apprebenfive of cbe indigna* 
lion of the eqifSeror, retired with his elder brother 
Itaac, and erefted the itandard of civil war. The fol* 

N 4 ^ diern 
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diers, who had gradually been affembled m the neigh« 
bourhqod of the capital, devoted themfelvcs to the 
iaufe of a vidorious and injured leader ; Alexius, with 
the applaufe of the army, and by the generous coxifent 
of his elder brother, was invefted with the imperial 
purple. Conftantinople was furprifed ; the aged Bo- 
taniates difappe^red in a monaftery ; and the family 
of the Comneni were again feated on the throne, 

A. D.I 08 1. April 1.3 Thediforders of tbetimeiwere 
(he misfortunes and glory of Alexius. ' At the^head of 
his armies, he was bold in action, (kilfui in ftratagem) 
patient' of fatigue, ready to improve* his advantages, 
and rifing from' his defeats with inexhauftible vigour* 
In h!S intercourfe' with the- Latins, he was artftil and 
c^ifcerning; and he balanced, with fuperior pdiicy^ 
the intereds and the paHions of the chanipiotiSs of the 
{ird crufade ; but the patience of Conftantinbfjle was 
fatigued by the length and feverity of his reign ; and 
before Alexins expired, he had loft the love and re« 
yerence of his fubjef^s. Even the fincerity of his 
moral and religious virtues was fufpefled by the per- 
ibris who had paiTed their lives in his familMr confix 
dence. When prefled by his wife Irene, in his iaff 
hours, to alter the fucceflion, he breathed a pious eja- 
culation on the vanity of the world; and the indigo 
jpatjt emprefs replied, " jou die, as you have lived,— . 

U AN HYPOCRITf.** 

A.D. 1 118.]] John, the elder fon of Afexios, fuc- 
ceeied to the throne ; and in the fame perfon thd 
claims of primogeniture and merit Were forttmately 
united^ His younger brother Ifaac, was content with 

the 
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the title ofSehafiocrator^ \kh1ch approached tfi* dig- 
nity,' whhout fliaring the power, of the emperor. 
Feared hy hii hoble^, and beteVed by his people, dar- 
ing the government of John, the penalty of death was 
aboliihed in the Roman emph'e.' Ghafte, frogal, and 
abftemious, he revived' the virtues of Marcus Ahtoni- 
nns. The only defe^ of this accompliflied charafter, 
was the fraihy of nobia minds, thelove of arms. From 
Cbnftantinople to Arttto6h and Aleppo, be frequently 
marched at iht head of a viftorious' army ; and the 
Latins were ,afton{(hed at thefuperibr fpirit and prow- 
ei^ of a Greek J but as, after a i'eign of twenry-five 
years, he bunted thi *wHd boaf,*iti a-ftruggle wtth the 
fundus ^nimali a pbifoned arr6^ froiii his quivcf 
wounded bis teiidy^^nd prov^d^ fatal to (he beit and 
^eatefl cyfthtCotnnttiiaA prince* 

A. D. 1143.' AjWiPS.]' The jodgrnent of John, of 
bis two (bns mac aUd Manuel, preferred the younger; 
and flie choice bf the dying pfinte \va& ratified by the 
apprtrba'tion of (he foldiers^ ' Ifaac foon acqu^fced m- 
ifhedeterminatioiT, and acquired the title of Sebafto* 
cratoh * The iftWtyf fevers yeal-« reign of, Manuel iV 
filUd by a' perpetual warfare againft the Turks, the 
CfirlAians, arid the Hord« of the Wildernefs beyonrf 
th^ Danube. The ftory of the petfonal exploits of 
the emperor may -induce *a reaibnable fufpicion of the 
veracity of the Greeks'. Such was *hi« ftrength dnd 
exefcifi^ in amis, that Raymdnd; fatnamed the Her- 
coles of Antioch, was incapable of wielding the lande 
and buckler of the Greek emperor. • Ever foremoft to 
{>rav6ke> or to accept a fmgle ccHnbat^ the champidnsL 

who 
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vha encountered bjs arm were tranfpierced by the 
lance, or cut afunder by the fword of the invincible 
Manuel » but with the v^onr of a foldier* he did not 
unite the ikill or prudence of a general ; and his Turk- 
tfli laurels were bla(^ed by his laft caoip^ugn^ in which 
be loft his army in the mountains of Piiidia. Hardy 
and abftemious in the field, at Conftaatioople he re- 
figned himfelf to the arts and pleafures of a life o£ 
luxury. The double coft of a warrior, and a diflblute 
prince, exhaufted the revenue, and multiplied the 
taxes } and Manuel, in the dtftrefs of hts^ laft Turkifli 
campaign, endured a bitter reproach fropv the mouth of 
a defperate foldier. As he quenched hu thirft at a fioun* 
taiftt he complained that the water was mingled with 
Chiriftian blopd. ^* It is not the firft time, O empe* 
^ ror/' exclaimed a voice from the crowd, ^* that 
** you have drank the blood of your Chriftian fub- 
<< )e£ls/' The daughter- of Manuel, by his firft wife, 
was deftined for Bela, an Hungarian prince, who was 
Vacated at Cpnftancinopie, under the, name of Alexius}. 
but the fubfequent marriage of the emperor with 
Maria, a princefs of Antioch, was prodiifUve of a fon, 
on whom the name of Alexius was beftqwed ; the 
Hungarian prince was deprived of his bride, and rc« 
fumed his former naoii; and kingdom j and. Alexius, 
ac ihe age of ten yejirs, on his father's deceafe, aC- 
cended the Baxantine throne. 

Andronicus, the younger Ion of Ifaac, and grandGm 
of Alexius Comnequs, was dexterous sn arms,incapa^ 
ble of fear^ and poiT^iT^ of a ready eloquence. In bis 
yputb, as be followed the retreat of the Rom»n army, 

he 
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he was forprifed by the Turks, and reihamed. foim; 
time a relu<5tant or willing captive in the power 
of jhe Sultan. His virtues and vices recommended 
him to the favour of his coufin ; he (bared the perils 
jand the pleafures of Manuel ; and while the emperor 
lived in public ineeft with his niece Theodora, the af-. 
fe£U6ns of bar iifter Eudocia were feduced and enjoy e4 
i)y Andronicus : bu^ his treafonable correfpondence 
wjth the king of Hungary and the German emperorj 
foon engagedtheattentian'of Manuel, and a twelve yean^ 
iipprifonment was the puniflimeiit of his treachery 
and ingratitude; At theend of this term Andronicus 
efcaped from his confinement, traverfed the defert of 
Moldavia, and the Carpathian hills, defceived ^ party 
of Walachians who had intercepted him> and reached 
Kiow, tbe-refidence of the Ruflian ptince. In this 
northern r^lon he deferved the fargivenefs of Manud» 
by perfuading the prince to join the arms of the em- 
peror in the invaiion of Hungary* At the head of 
the Ruffian cavalry, Andronicus marched from the 
Boryfthenes to the Danube ; and his valour in the 
ailault of Zemlid fealed his free pardon. 

By his patriotiftn, inrefunngan oath of allegiance to 
tire prefumptive heir of the empire, Andronicus again 
offended his fovereign ; by feducing the beautiful 
Philippa, thefifter of the emprefs Maria^ he excited his 
refentment. With a band of defperate adventurers^ 
leaving the indifcreet princefs to weep and to repent, 
-Andronicus imde^'took the pilgrimage of Jerufalem, 
^nd captkated the affedidns of Theodora, a young 
f^d handfome queen-widow of Baldwin the Third, 
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king of Jerufafem. Dmcn from Palefltne, he retired 
vhh biswifcy and his band of outlaws, among the 
Turks of Afia Minor ; and at length rmpbred the 
detnency and received a pardon froiti (he emperor* 
But the jud rurptcion of Manuel fixed the refidence of 
Ris daring relation at Oenoe, a town of Pontus, fur- 
rounded with rich vineyards, and fituate on the coaft 
of the Euxfne. 

The death of Manuel, and the difordersof th^ftate, 
fipened the faireft field to the ambition of Andronicus. 
The emperor was a boy of twelve years of age, with* 
out vigour or wifdom ; the emprefs Maria had aban- 
doned her perfon and government to a favourite of the 
Comneniaa name ; her daughter-in law, another 
Maria, had excited an infurredion ; a mil war was 
kindled in Conftantinople ; the moft refpedable pa- 
triots ealFed aloud for a guardian and avenger ; iand 
every tongue repeated the praife of Andronicus. In 
his match from Oenoe to Conftantinople, his traiii 
itifenlibly fwelled to a crowd and an army ; all oppo* 
i^tion funk before him ; and the Byzantine navy failed 
from the harbour to receive and tranfport the faviour 
of the empire.* The firft cares of Andronicus were to 
ialute the emperor, to confine his mother, to puniih 
her mixiider, and to reftore the public order and tran- 
quillity* The coronation of Alexius was performed 
*irh due fotemnity j but the adherents of Andronicus 
Maintained, that 'the Romans could only be faved by 
& veteran prince, bold in arms, fkilfuf in policy, and 
taught to reign by the long experience of fortune and 
Mankhid. Alexius was condemned to receive a col-- 

leaguei 
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Icague> who:lbott degraded him from the firft -tank t 
coadenmed and exectitetd his mother; and at laft 
Wrangled the^belplefs and unfortuiiaite youth. .A« the 
tyrant, infenfible to pity, furveyed the cofpfe, he ftrtick 
it ruddy with his fool, and exclaimed, ** Thy father 
^ was a tnave^ thy mother a wbcre^ and thy&If a 

A.D. 1183.] The (hort reign of Andronicus was 
a Angular contraft of vice and virtue ; when be 
liftened to his paffions, he 'vas the fcourge, when he 
confulte)! his reafon, the father of his people* 
The neceffary extinftion of the young emperor 
and his mother, impofed the fatal obligation of ex- 
tirpating the friends, who hated, and might punifli the 
aSaSin. The general deteftation of the people was at 
length aroufed, Ifaac Angelas, a defcendant ia the 
female line from the great Alexius, had fled from the' 
executioner to the church of St. Sophia, The lamea- 
tations of the crowd, who had fought the fame fanc^ 
tuary, were foon converted into curfes. Tlie city burft 
into a general fedition ; the name of Ifaac was re-echoed 
. by innumerable acclamations; and Andronicus, de- 
ferted by his guards, was abandoned to the rage of the 
populace. His teeth, his hair, an eye, and a band> 
were torn from him ; fufpended between two pillars^ 
every hand chat could reach the public enemy, in- 
Aided on him fome mark of ingenious, or brutal 
cruelty ; till two friendly, or furious Italians, plunging 
their fwords into his bodv, releafed him from ail human 
puniihment. In this long and painful agony, ^^ Lord 
** have mercy upon me ! and why will you br uife a Wo- 
• , s : ^' ken 
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^ ken reed ?** were the only wordii that efcaped hk 
mouth ; and our hatred for the tyrant is loft in pity 
for the man, Ifaac Angelas^ who fucceeded to the 
purple, was dethroned ly his own vices, and the am- 
bition of his brother; and tbrir difcord introduced 
the Latins to the conqueft of Conftantinopk, the firft^ 
gr^t period in the fall of the Eaftem empire. 
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CHAPTER XXXY. , 

INTRODUCTION, WORSHTP, AND PERSECUTION OF IMAGES— 
REVOLT OF ITALY AND ROME— TEMPORAI. DOMINION O* 
THE POPES— CONQUES r OF ITALY BY THE FRANKS— ESTA4 
BLISHArfENT OF IMAGES— CHARApTER AND CORONATION 
OF CHARLEMAGNE— RESTORATION AND DECAY OF TH5 
ROMAN EMPIRE IN THE WEST— INDEPENDENCE OF ITALY 
—CONSTITUTION OF THE GERMANIC BODY. * , 



HE propagation of Cbriftianity, the conftitutjoa 
of the catholic church, and the ruin of Paganiim, have 
been already reviewed as intimately connefied wi(h tht 
decline and fall of the Roman empire To thefe we 
may juHly add the worfbip of images, fo 6ercely 
difpuced in the eighth and ninth centuries } and which 
produced the revolt of Italy, the temporal power of 
the popes, and the reftoration of the Roman empire ia 
the Weft 

The pi^imitive Chriftiaris were pofleCed with an un- 
conquerable repugnance to the ufe and abuje ot 
images ; butj under the fucceflbrs of Conftantine^ in 
ihe peace and luxury of the triumphant church, the . 
more prudent bifliops condefcended to indulge a vifiblc 
fuperftition for the benefit of the multitude. The firft 
incrodudion of a fymbolic worfliip was in the veneraf 
lion of the crofs, and of relics. The fon of Go^ was 
next reprefented under the form, which it wa8:f«|^ 
pofed, he had affutned qn earth } and the Virgin Mary 
3 fuon 
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foon claimed and obtained a fimilar mdolgence. But 
as the primitive Chriilians were ignorant of the ge« 
nuine features of the fon of God, his mother^ and his 
apoftles, a Syrian hb\e was adopted, by which Chrift 
prefents the imperfed impreffion of his face on linen, 
to Abgarus, who invoked his healing power, and offer- 
ed the ftrong city of Edefla to proted him from the 
Jews. The copies of the feature^ were multiplied with 
diligence ; and, before the (ixth century, thefe images 
,were propagated in the camps and cities of the Eaftern 
empire ; but the femblance of idolatry tfras more cold- 
ly entertained by the rude Barbarians, and the Arian 
clergy of the Weft. 

The worfhip of images had ftolen into the church 
by inrenfible degrees ; but in the beginning of the 
eighth century, in the full magnitude of the abufe, the 
Qretks were awakened by an apprehenfibn, that under 
the malk of Chriftianity, they had reflored the religion 
of their fathers. They heard with impatience them* 
lelves charged as idolators by the Jews and Mahomet* 
ans, who, from the law and the koran, imbibed an 
implaca'ble hatred to graven images and all relative 
Vor(hip. The-fcrvitude of the Jews might depreciate 
their authority ; but the triumphant Muflulmen cad 
into the fcale ot reproach, the weight of truth and vic*^ 
tory. Though the cities of Syria, Palefttne, and 
Egypt, had been fottt6ed with the figures of Chrift, 
bis mother, and his faints, in a rapid Cixiqoeft often 
years, the Arabs fubdu^ the cities, and their pfx>te3> 
mg images ; and, in their opinion, the I/>rd of Hofts 
proQounced a ddcifive judgment between the adof atioti 
• - and 
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and c6ntempt of the mute and inanimate idoI». Many 
of the Chriftikns oppofed by niurmurs the progreffive 
influence of thefe fymbols j the Armenian!, even in 
the twelfth century, were not reconciled to them ; and 
the more rude diftri£t$ of the empire were ftrangers to 
this innovation of facred iuxury^ 

A. D, 716 — 840.3 Led the Third, from the moun- 
tains of Ifauria, had afcended the throne of the Eaft. 
Ignorant of facred and profane lettersi the martial pea- 
iant was iofpired with an hatred of images } but durij^g 
the firft ten years of his unfettled reign, Leo bowed 
before the idols he defpifed, and fatisfied the Roman 
pontiflFs with the annual profeifions of his orthodoxy 
and zeal. In the reformation of religion^ his firft fteps 
v^ere moderate and. cautious ; but he was provoked by 
re^iftance and inve&ive ; the exiftence^ as well as the 
ufe of religious pidure^^ were profcribed ; the images 
of Chrift, the Virgin, and the faints^ were demoliihed; 
and a fmooth furface of plafter was fpread over the 
.walls 6i the churches of Conftantinople and the pro* 
vinces. [a. d. 754.] In the teign of his fon Copro* 
nymus, a general aflembly was fummoned, and met in 
the fuburbs of Conftantinople; a decree was pro* 
nounced, that all vifible fymbols of Chrift^r except ia 
the eucharift, were either blafphemous or heretical f 
and allfuch monuments of idolatry were condemned tb 
be broken or erafed. CopronymuSj in the firft year 
of his reign, had undertaken an expedition againft tht 
Saracens; during hi» abfence, his capital, his palace^ 
and his throne, were occupied by his kinfman Arta^ 
Tafdesv the ambitious champion of the orthodox faith. 

Vol. II. O . The 
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The worifaip of images was triomphantlynftcred; bvt 
Copronymus, who had retired to his pateraal moun- 
tains, Toon defcended at the head of his bold and £utb- 
ful Ifaurians ; his vidory was decifive i and his relent- 
ment was directed againft the nnoi^, his implacabk 
enemies. From the chaftifentent of tndindnals^ he 
proceeded to the abolition of the order; their religious 
commanities were diifolved ; the buildings converted 
into magazines> qr barracks ; and their property con« 
fifcated 'y and with the habit and profeffion of the 
monks, the public and. private worflkip of images was 
rigoroufly profcribed. 

The Eaft abjured, with relofbnee, her facred fymr 
bols ; they were vigoroufly defended by the independ* 
ent zeal of the Italians in the Weft. The patriarch of 
Conftantinople, and the pope of Rome, were nearly 
^qua( in ecclefiaftical rank and juriftiidion i but the 
Greek prelate Was under the eye of a mafter, while 
the freedom of the Latin bifiiop was excited by a dif- 
tant ftation among the Barbarians of the Weft. His 
popular election endeared him to the Romana ; and 
the neglefl of the emperors compelled him to confuit, 
both in peace and war, the temporal fafety of the city* 
The pried infeniibly imbibed the virtues and ambition, 
and at length aflumed the charadler, of a prince. In 
the eighth century> the dominion of the pope was 
founded on rebellion, and that rebellion was juftified 
by the herefy of the hanoclajls. The feconH and third 
Gregory pronounced the feparation oi the Eaft and 
Weft, and deprived the facrilegious tyrant of the rc>- 
venue and fovereignty of Italy. In an epiftle from 

Gregory 



Crii^goty tfie Second to Leo, after defending thtf ufe of^ 
!mage$j he kdds^ ** The eyes of the natioils are fixed 
** on our humiUty ^ and they revere, as a God upon 
*'*^ earth, the apoftle St. Peter, whofe image you threaten 
•* to deftroy. The Barbarian^ have fubmitted to th« 
** yoke of Ac gofpel, while you alone ate deaf to the 
*• Voice of the fhepherd. Thefe pious Barbarians ar« 
" kindled into tzgt ; they think to avenge the peffe* 
*^ cution of the Eaft ; abandon your rafli and fatal en« 
•* t^prisse J refleft, tremble> and repent. If you per* 
•• fift, we are innocent of the blood that Will be fpilt in 
** the eonteft j may it fall on your own head." 

On the reception of the profcriptive ediftof Leo> 
the Italians trembled for their domeftic deities. A 
ftrong alternative was propofed to the Roman pontiff) 
the royal favour as the price of his compliance, degra* 
dation and e^ile as the penalty of his difobedience^— * 
Neither ^eal nor policy allowed Gregory, to hefitate j 
without depending on prayer or miracles, he boldly 
armed againft the public enemy. Ravenna, Venice, 
and the cities of the exarchate and Pentapolis, adhered 
to the caiife of the orthodox religion j the Italians 
f«rore to live and die in the defence of the pope, and 
the facred images ; the Roman people were devoted to 
their father i and even the Lombards were ambitious 
to Ihare the merit and advantage of the holy war. To 
reflore his dominions in Italy ^ the €tnperor fent a fieet 
and army into the Adriatic giilf ;" the Greeks made . 
their defcent iti the neighbourhood of Ravenna ; but 
the inhabitants armed in the defence of theit religion 
and country } after a hard^fought battle^' the Greeks 
"^ ■ O a were 
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were compelled to retreat to their fhip$ ; ind amidH 
the triumph of the catholic arms^ the Rotnati pontiff 
convened a fynod of ninety-ihree bifhops againft the 
herefy of the Iconoclafts, With their confent, he pro- 
nounced a general excommunication againft all who 
fliould attack the tradition df their' fathers^ and the 
images of the faints ; no fooiler had they confirmed 
their own fafety, the worfliip of imagesij and the free- 
dom of Rome and Italy, than the popes appear to have 
relaxed of their feverity, and to have fpared the relics 
of the Byzantine dominion. The imperial exarch was 
permitted co refide within the walls of Ravenna rather 
as a captive than a mafter } and till the coronation of 
Charlemagne, the government of Rome and Italy was 
exercifed in the name of the fuccefibrs of Conftantine. 
When the fovereignty of the Greek emperors was 
extinguiflied, the ruins ^f Rome prefented the fad 
image of depopulation and decay. The inhabitants, 
the offspring of flaves and ftrangers, were defpicable in 
the eyes of the viftorious Barbarians. ^* In the name 
•* of a Roman," fays the bifbop Liutprand, ** we in-. 
«« elude whatever is bafe, whatever is cowardly, what. 
" ever is perfidious; the extremes of avarice and 
** luxury, and every vice that can proftitute the dig- 
<* nity of human nature.*' The Romans, habituated 
tailavery, beheld with terror their own liberty^ the 
effeft of fuperftition. By the necd^ty of their fitu* 
ation, they were cafl into the rough- model of a re- 
publican government ; they were compelled to chSt 
fome judges in peace, and leaders in war ; the nobles 
affeuibled to deliberate, and their rcfolves could not be 

executed 



TBZ ROMAN EMPiRE# 1^7 

execTited without the union' and confent of the multi- 
tude. The ftile of the Roman fenate was revived ; 
and their foreign and domeftic counfels were moderat-* 
ed by the authority of the bifliop ; his recent fervices, 
and their gratitude, accuftomed the Romans to con« 
fider him as the firft magiftrate or prince of the city ; 
and he transferred to the popes, his fucceiTors, the 
Boblefi: tide, the free choice of a people delivered from 
flavery. 

The Lombards had early been tempted by the 
wealth and diforders of Italy ; their monarch, Liut* 
prand, as the champion of the holy images, had invaded 
the province of Romagna ; the catholics of the exarch- 
ate yielded to bis power, and the gates of Ravenna 
were opened to his arms. But that city was fpeedily 
recovered by the maritime forces of the Venetians } 
and the Greeks uniting foon after with the Barbarians ^ 
in an unnatural alliance, the* king of the, Lombards and 
^e exarch marched to the conqueft of Spoleto and 
Rome. The ftorm however was diverted ; yet Italy 
was continually alarmed by Liutprand, with the vexa^ 
tious alternative of hoftility and truce. By hi3 fuc<« 
ceflbr.Aftolphus, Ravenna was fubdued ^ and Rome 
was fummoned to acknowledge the victorious Lom- 
bard as her lawful fovereign. The Romans hefitated ; 
they entreated ; they complained ; and the fword of 
the Barbarians was fufpended by the arts of negocia* 
tion, till the popes had engaged the friendfhip of an 
ally, and an avenger beyond the Alps. 

Gregory the Firft, in his diftrefs, had implored the 
aid of the hero of the age, Charles Martel, who go- 

O 3 vcrned 
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verned the French monarchy with the humble title of 
mayor or duke ; but the greatnefs of his odcupations 
prevented Charles from interfering in the afiairs of 
Italy, except by an ineffeAual mediation. HU fon Pe- 
pin aflumed the ofSce of champion of the Roman 
church ; he Kftened to the reprefentations of Stephea 
the Third, who in perfoti had pafled the Alps to fbfidt 
his friendfliip and fupportt C^*^* 754*3 ^^^ return of 
the fucceflbr of St. Peter, was facilitated by a French 
army, led by the king in perfon^ The Lombard, 
after a weak reiidance, obtained an ignominious peace ; 
which was violated by Aftolphus the moment he waa 
delivered from the formidable pre&nce of the Franks. 
, Rome was again encompafled by his arms» and again 
deKvered by a fecpnd expedition of Pepio. Aftolphus 
was taught the leflpns of jufticeand fmcerity from the 
fcourge of a foreign matter > and the Lombards^ after this 
chaftifement, languiihed twenty years in a flate of 
gradual decay. But their minds were not humbled to 
their condition ; they repeated their vexatious inroads ; 
andy on either fide, their expiring monarchy was 
prefied by the zeal and prudence of pope Adrian, and 
by the genius and fortune of Charlemagne, the fon of 
Pepin^ The paifes of the Alps were furpriaed, and 
the walls of Pa via were inverted, [[a. d, 774.J After 
a blockade of two years, Defiderius, the laft of their 
native princes, fqrrendered his capital ; aod the Xiom^ 
bards, left in poi&ffion of their national laws, be- 
came the brethren rather than the fubj^ds of the 
Franks. 

The eflfentiai rewards of the popes to 4ie Carkxvin« 

gian 
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pin nee lor their aid, were' the dignities of king of 
France^and of patrician of Rome. Th6 powers of 
royalty ^rere exerci&d by Pepin, mayor of the palace; 
l>ut the r^al title was ftill attached to Childeric, the 
laft defcendant of CHovis. The mayor and the nobles 
were bound by an oath of fidelity to the royal ph'an* 
com. Their comnKia ambaffador« addreffed the E6# 
fhaii pontiff to abfolve their promife^ The xatereft ot 
pope Zachary prompted him to decide, thai the nacib& 
might lawfully miite in the fame perfon, the title and 
authority of king ; and that the unfortunate Chtlderic 
ihould be degrskled, fhaved, and confined in a monaf* 
tery for the remainder of hw d;iys» The anfwer wai 
agreeable to the wifties of the Franks ; the Merovin- 
gian race difappeared ; Pepin was exalted on a buck* 
let by the free fuffrage of the people ; the Franks wer* 
abfolved from their oath ; but a dire anathema was 
thundered againft them if they renewed the freedom 
of choice, except in the meritorious race of tibe Carlo^ 
4^ingian princes. 

The fupreme magfftratcf of Italy, after it was reco- 
irered by the arms of Juftinian, had been indifferently . 
ftiled the exarch or patrician. After the revolt of 
Italy, and the lofs of the exarchate, the fenate and 
people fucceffively invefled Charles Martel and his 
pofterity with thchonours of patrician of Rome. The 
Roman ambaffadors prefented thefe patricians with the 
keys of the (hrine of6r. Peter, as a fymbol of fovereign* 
ty. The power of Charlemagne converted an hono- 
rary di(lin£tion of alliance into ja6lual authority ; iii 
ihe t*enty-fix years that elapfed between the conqueft 

O 4 of 
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of the Lombards, and* his imperial coronalion^ that 
prince rated Rome \irith as abfolute a will as his owa 
kingdom; nor was there any prerogative remaimng 
which the title of the emperor could add to the patri- 
cian of Rome. 

• The gratitude of the Carlovingians was adequate to 
tfacfe obligations, and the donation of the exarchate 
was the firft fruits of the conqueft of Pqnn. Thk 
iplendid donation was granted to the Roman pontiff 
in fupreme and abfolute dommion ; and the world be^ 
held, for the firft time, a Chriftian bifliopinvefted with 
the prerogatives of a temporal prince* The inhabi* 
tants of the dutchy of Spoleto, in the diflblution of the 
Lombard kingdom, voluntarily profeffed themfelves 
the fervantsand fubjefls of St. Peter, and by this fur* 
render completed the prefent circle of the ecclefiaftical 
ftate. In the tranfports of his vidory, Charlemagne 
had defpoiled himfelf and the Greek emperor by a 
written or verbal dpns^tion of the cities and iflands 
which had formerly belonged to the exarchate; but in 
, the cooler moments of reflexion, he viewed- with jea- 
loyfy the recent greatnefs of his eededaftical ally. Th^ 
execution of his own and bis father's promife^ was 
refpeflfully eluded, and the kin^ of the Franks and 
Lombards aif^rted the inalienable rights o/ the em« 
pire. 

Before the end of the eighth century, fome apoftolic 
fcribe compofed the decretals and donation of Con* 
((anting. According to the kgend, that emperor, the 
iirftof the Chriftian princes, was healed of theleprofy, 
and purifi^ ia the waters of baptifiQ by St. Syly^er, 

the 
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the Roman bifliop ; and the gratitude of the monarch 
was difplayed in his refolution to found a new ca|^tal 
in the Eaft, and to refign to the popes the free and 
perpetual fovereignty of Rome, Italy, and the pra-> 
vinces of the Weft. Charlemagne was exhorted by 
Adrian the Firfl:, who introduced this memorable do- 
nation into the world, to imitate the liberality of Gon«* 
(tantine* The popes by this gift were delivered from 
their debt of gratitude ; and the fucceflfors of St. Peter 
and Conftantine were invefted with the purple and 
prerogatives of the Caefars. In the twelfth century, 
the validity of this deed was confuted by the pen of 
Laurentius Valla; but a falfe and obfolete title 
ftill fanftifiec the reign of the pontiffs, who them-* 
felves have indulged a fmile at the credulity of the 
vulgar. 

A. D. 7S0.] While the popes eftabliflied in Italy their 
freedom and dominion, the images the fir(l caufe of 
their revolt, were reftored in the Eaftern empire. The 
fair and ambitious Irene, as foon as (he reigned in her 
own name and that of her fon, undertook the ruin 
of the Iconoclafts. A fynod, convened at Nice, pro- 
nounced, that the worfhip of the images was agreeable 
to fcripture and reafon ; and the emprefs Theodora, 
the widow of Theophilus, eftablifhed the triumph of 
the Catholics, and the perfecution of the Iconoclafts. 
But though the Greek emperors had reftored the 
images, they had not reftored the eftates which 
had been torn from thfe fucceffors of St. Peter ; 
and under the reign of the pipqs Irene, the popes 
had already confummated the feparation of Rome 
imd Italy, by the tranilation of the empire to 

Charle. 
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Charlemagne* The nth of patridan was bdow the 
merit and greacnefs of the fon of Pepni ; and k w» 
^nly by reviving the Weftern enspife that, they could 
pafy their obligadons^ or feaire their eftabfiflimeiit. 
Leo the focceffor of Adrian, phiced a precious ^t>wii 
on the head of CharlemagBe^ whb on the fefttva} of 
Chriftmas, the laft year of the eighth ceninry, aiq>car« 
ed in the church of St. Peter; [a. d. 800. Dec. 25.] 
the dome refounded with the accbmations of tfa^ peo- 
ple, ^^ I-*ong life s^ad vidory to Charles, the moft 
" pious Auguftug, crowned by God the great and pa- 
•* cific emperor of the Romans.'* The empd'or, even 
in his familiar converfation, protefied his ignorance of 
the ihtencions of Leo, though the preparations for the 
ceremony mud have difclofed the fecret, and the jour* 
ney of Charlemagne reveals his knowledge and expect 
tation ; the imperial title was the ambitious objeA of a 
prince whofe dominions, Eaft and Weft, defended from 

, the Ebro to the £lb(S, or Viftula ; and between the 
North and South, from the dutchy Beneventum to the 
river Eyder, the perpetual bountlary of Germany fand 

' Denmark. The fubjugation of Germany withdrew 
the veil which had fo long concealed the continent or 
iflands of Scandinavia from the knowledge of Europe^ 
The fierceft of the Saxon idolators efaped from the 
Chriftian tyrant to their brethren of the North } the 
Ocean and Mediterranean were covered with their 
piratical fleets ; and Charlemagne beheld with a figh 
the deftruAive progrefs of the Normans, who, in lefs 
than Teventy years, precipitated the fall of his race 
and monarchy. 

A,D. 814. 840.] Lewis the Pious furvived the 

other 
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othet fons of Charlemagne, and poSeSed the whole 
empire of that prince; but that empire, af^er a de«k 
ilrudtve war, was divided again by the three fons of 
Lewis. The kingdoms of Germany and $*rance wercv 
feparated for ever. The provinces of Gaul, between 
the Rhone and the Alps, the Meufe and the Rhine^ 
were afligned with Italy to the imperial dignity of Lo- 
thaire. [a. d, 846. 856*] In the partition of his fhare, 
Lorraine and Aries, two recent and tranfitory king«> 
doms, were bellowed on the younger children ; [a* iw 
856* 875.] and Lewis the Second, his elded fon, was 
content with the realta of Italy, the proper patrimony 
of a Roman emperor* On his death, the vacant 
throne was difputed by his uncles and couiuis ; and 
the popes mod dexteroufly feized the opportunity of 
judging the claims and merits of the candidates. 
Charles the Fat, the lad emperor of the Carlovingiaa 
race, was depofed on account of infanity, in a diet* 
According to the meafure of their force, the govern-* 
ors, bifhops, and lords, ufurped the fragments of the 
ifalling empire ; [a. d. 888.] but their title and poflef* 
iion were alike precarious, and the term of feventy* 
four years, from the abdication of Charles the Fat, to 
the eftablifhment of Otho the l^irft, may be deemed a 
vacancy. 

A.D. ^62.'] Otho was of the noble race of the 
dukes of Saxony ; his father Henry the Powler was 
eleded by the fuffrage of the nation, to fave and in» 
ftitute the kingdom of Germany. Its limits were en- 
larged on every fide by his fon, the firft and greateft 
of the Othos. At the head of a vi^loriotis army, he 

palTed 
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pafTed the Alps, fubdued the kingdom of Italy, deliver- 
ed the pope, and for ever fixed the imperial crown in 
the n^me and nation of Germany. From that me-» 
morable aera, two maxims were introduced, and rati* 
fied by time. I. That the Prince who was elected in 
the German diet acquired from that inftant the fub- 
jeft kingdoms of* Italy and Rome. II. But that he 
might not lawfully aflume the titles of emperor and 
, Auguftus till he had received the crown from the 
hands of the Roman pontiff. 

The Greeks, during the latter part of the reign of 
Charkmagne, had refpedtfuliy faluted him with the 
tiile of Bajileus and emperor of the Romans. But^ 
iii« tribute of veneration, which was extorted by the 
virtues and fuccefs of that prince, they refufed to his 
feeble poftcrity. The fame claim was aflferted under 
the Oihos J but the Byzantine court perfifted in their 
determination not to proilitute to the kings of Ger- 
many the title of Roman emperors. 
, Yet thefe emperors, in the eledllon of the popes, 
continued to exercife the powers which had been af- 
ftimed by the Grecian and Gothic princes. Seven 
cardinal bilhops direfted a fenate, compofed of the 
moil refpedable Roman ecclefiaAics, mod, of whom 
were dignified with the title of cardinals. On the 
death of the pope, thefe bilhops recommended a fuc* 
c«ffor to the fuffr^ge of the college of cardinals, and 
their choice was ratified or rejefted by the applaufe or 
niurmurs of the Roman people ; but the eledion was 
imperfed till the emperor bad fignified his confenl. 
After a long feries of fcandal, the apoftolic ice was r%^ 

- formed 



*ttE kOMAN EMPIRE*' 2*5 

formed and exalted by the aufterity and zeal of Gre- 
gory the Seventh. That aqibitious monk devoted his 
life to the e:tecution of two projefl^. L To fix in the 
college of cardinals the fole right of eleflion. 11. To 
bedow and refume the Wcftern empire as a fief of the 
church, and to' extend his temporal dominion over the 
kings and Idngdonis of the earth. The firft of the 
defigns was acCompliflied by the firm fupport of the 
ccclefiaftical order ; but the fccond attempt was vigor- 
oufly refided by the fecular power, and finally extin- 
gui&ed by the improvement of reafon. 

The German Caefars had. long been ambitious to 
enflave the kingdom of Italy ; but their patrimomal 
eftates were ftretched along the Rhine, or fcattered 
through diilant provinces ; and this domain was alien* 
ated by the imprudence or diftrefs of fucceffive 
princes ;. their revenue, from minute and vexatious 
prerogative/ was fcarcely fufficientfor tlie maintenance 
of their houfehold. Their troops were formed by the 
voluntary fervice of their feudal valfaU, who pafied the 
Alps with reluctance) and capricioufly defcrted befoie 
the end of the campaign. In the Italian cities, a mu- 
nicipal government was never totally abolifhed ; and 
in the eleventh and the twelfch centuries, the flame of 
freedom and induftry was rekindled by the Lombards. 
Each city filled the meafure of her diocefe and difl:rid. 
The jurifdidion of the bilhops, the marquiffes, ancJ the. 
counts, was banifhed from the republics mt Tufcany. 
The legiflative authority was inherent in the general 
aSembly ; but the executive powers were entruded to 
three confub, annually chofeti from the three orders 
5 of 
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of captainsy vahaffbrs^ alkd commons^ iftto which thd 
republic was divided. Under the protection of 
equal law, the labours of agriculture and commerce 
were gradually tetived ; and the invihcHDie fpirit 
of liberty prevailed over the attempts of the two 
Frederics, the greateft^and moft renowned princes 
of the middle age. ' 

A- D. 1 1 50 — 1 192.] Frederic thetlrft had invaded 
the republics of Lombardy with art, valour and cruel- 
^ty ; the obftinate cities were reduced by the terror of 
force of his arms ; and Milan was rafed to the ground 
by the inflexible conqueror. But that city foon rofe 
froni her aflies ; the caufe of Lombardy was efpoufed 
by pope Alexander the Third, the Greek emperor, 
and the republic of Venice. Frederic was compelled^ 
in the treaty of Conftance, to fubfcribe the freedom 
of twenty-four cities, and the fabric of oppreffion was 
overturned in a day. His grandfon, Frederic the Se^ 
cond, was recommended by his birth and education to 
the Italians; [a. d. 1198 — 1250.] his father, Henry 
the Sixth, had united to the empire the kingdoms of 
Naples ajid of Sicily ; from thefe hereditary realitis 
the fon derived an ample and ready fuppiy of troops 
and treafure ; yet Frederic the Second was finally op-> 
prefied by the arms of the Lombards, and the thunders 
of the Vatican ; bis kingdom was given to a ftranger, 
and the lad of his family was beheaded at Naples on a 
public fcaSbld. 

After the death of Frederic the Second, a crowd 
of princes and prelates difputed the ruins of the 
empire, [a. d. 1250.3 The lords of innumerable 
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caftles aflumed a (late of independence ; but the imiofi 
of the Oermans ^&daced at length, under the n^me 
of an empire, a great free fyftem of a foederative re^ 
public. The infiitmian of diets kej^ alive the national 
fpirit ; and the powers of a common legiflature arc, 
ftill exercifed by thp three colleges, of the eleftorSy the 
princes, and the free and imperial cities of Germany* 
I. The eleftors were compofed of feven of the moft 
powerftil feudatories, who aflTumed the privilege of 
chufing the Roman emperor. Thefe were the king of 
Bohemia, the duke of Saxony, the margrave of Bran* 
denburgh, the count palatine of the Rhine, and the 
three archbifliops of* Mentz, of Treves, and of Co- 
logne. 11. The college of princes and prelates de<» 
livered themfelves from a promifcuous multitude, and 
reduced the long feries of independent counts to four 
reprefentative votes. III. The commoris were intro- 
duced as the third branch of the legiflature ; the Han- 
featic league commanded the trade and navigation of 
the North j the confederates* of the Rhine fecured 
the intercourfe of the inland country ; . the inHu- 
ence of thefe cities has been adequate to their 
wealth and policy ; and their negative (lill invalidates^ 
the afts of the tvrjo fuperior colleges of eleftors and 
princes; 

In the fourteenth century, the Roman empire of 
Germany no longer held, except on the borders of the 
Rhine and Danube, a fingle province of Trajan of 
Conftantine. The Roman pontiffs, who in exile or 
Captivity, at Avignon, affcvted th^ dominion of the 

earth. 
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eartbj beftowftd on Charles the Fourth^ of Bohendlbi 
the promife of the vacant empire. The death of his com* 
petitors united the ele£toral college^ and Charles was 
unanimoully {aluted king of the Romans, and future 
emperor. But this title defcribed little more thaa the 
ele£Uve and impotent magiflrate of an ariftocracy of 
princes ; and his beft prerogative was the right of 
prefiding and propofmg in the national fenate^ which 
was convened at his fummons. The gold of Italy 
fecured the ele£Uoii of his fon; [a. d. 1355-] ^^^ 
fuch was the (hameful poverty of the Roman emperor^ 
that his perfon was arretted in the ftreets of Worms, 
and was detained in the public inn as a pledge for the . 
payment of his expences. 

A. D. 1356.3 Tet the apparent majefty of the fame 
emperor in the diet may^well excite our aftonifhment 
and admiration. The doofteftic fer vice of the palace 
was performed by the hereditary great officers, the fe« 
Ten eledors, who in rank and title were equal to kings« 
The feals of the triple kingdom were borne in ftate 
by the archbifhops of Mentz, Cologne, and Treves^ 
the perpetual arch-chancellors of Germany, Italy, 
and Aries, llie great mar(bal regulated the order 
of the guefts. The great fteward, the count pala<r 
tine of the Rhine, placed, the diflies on the table. 
The great chamberlain, the margrave of Branden- 
burgh, prefented the golden ewer and bafon to waih« 
And the king of Bohemia, as cup-bearer, was repre* 
fented by the emperor's brother, the duke of Lux- 
emburgh. Nor was the fupremacy of the emperor 

confined 
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confined to Germany ; the hereditary monarchs of 
Europe confefied the pre-eminence of .hi^ rank and' 
dignity} to his peffon the title of majefty was 
long appropriated ; and he difputed with the pope 
the prerogative of creating kings and alTembling 
councils. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 

DESCRIPTION OF ARABIA AND ITS INHABITANTS— BIRTH, 
CHARACTER, AND DOCTRINE OF MAHOMET— HE ^'REACHES 
AT MECCA— FLIES TO MEDINA— PROPAGATES HIS RELI- 
GION BY THE SWORD— VOLUNTARY OjR RELUCTANT SUB- 
MISSION OF THE ARABS— HIS DEATH AND SUCCESSORS— 
THE CLAIMS AND FORTUNES OF ALI AND HIS DESCEND- 
ANTS. 

During the reign of HeracHus, the doarincs 
and vifbories of Mahomet rapidly engaged the public 
attention^ and the genius of the Arabian prophet, the 
manners of his nation, and the fpirit of his religion, 
involve the caufes of the decline and fall of the Ron^an 
empire. 

The Arabian peninfula contains the vacant fpace 
between Perfia, Syria, Egypt, and ^Ethiopia ; and the 
entire furface of it exceeds in a fourfold proportion that 
of Germany, or France ; but the far greater part of it 
has properly acquired the epithets of the Jiony and the 
fandy. In the dreary wafte, a boundlefs level of 
fand 18 interfe£led by (harp and naked mountains. 
The winds diflfufc a noxious, and even deadly vapour ; 
the hillocks of fand which they alternately raife and 
ibatter, have buried whole caravans, and even armies ; 
deftitute of navigable rivers, the refreihment of water 
is precarioully to be enjoyed by the Arabian traveller ; 
and a fcanty fupply of rain is coUeded for his ufe in 

ciftems 
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clfterns and aquedudts. But the high lands that border 
on the Indian ocean are diftinguiihed by their fuperior 
plenty : wood and water freely prefent themfelvcs ; 
the air is more temperate ; the fruits more delicious } 
the animals and the human race more numerous ; the 
peculiar gifts ©f frankincenfe and coffee have attraft- 
ed, in different ages, the merchants of the world ; and 
this part of the peninfula, contrafted mih the Jimy ^ 
and the/andy, has been honoured with the epithet of 
happy. But this nominal divifion is unknown to the 
Arabs themfelves ; and a country, whofe language 
and inhabitants have ever been the fame^ fcarcely re« 
tains a veftige of its ancient geography. The dittrids 
of Bahrein and Oman are oppofed to the realm of Per- 
fia } Temen difplays the fituation of Arabia Foelix j and 
the province of Hejaz^ along the coaft of the Red Sea, 
has been rendered illuftrious by the birth of Ma^ 
homet. 

Along the fliores of the Perfian gulf, of the Ocean, 
and even of the Red Sea, the Icthyophagiy or fifh-eaters, 
wandered in queft of their precarious food ; but in an 
early period of antiquity, the great body of the Arabs 
emerged from this fcene of primitive mifery, and rofe 
at once to the more fecure and plentiful condition of the 
paftoral life. The fame life has been uniformly pur* 
fued ; and in the portraits of the modern Bedoween^^ 
we may trace the manners of their anceilors, who ii^ 
"the age of Mofes, or Mahomet, conducted their horfes, 
their camels, and (heep, to the fame fprings and the < 
fame paftures. The Bedoweens preferve, with fuper* 
flitious care, the breed and pedigree of the horfe; and 

Pa in 
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!a the opmion of the naturalift, the genuine and ori^- 
nal country of that noble.animal, is Arabia* The uti* 
lity of the camel affigns to that beaft the fecond rank 
in eflimation ; ftrong and patient, thefe Creatures are 
capable of performing, without eating or drinking, a 
journey of feyeral days ; and almoft every part, alive 
or dead, is ferviceable to man. The milk is plentiful 
and nutritious; the young and tender flefli has the 
tafte of veal ; a valuable fait is extraded from the 
urine ; the dung fupplies the deficiency of fuel ; and 
the long hair, which falls each year, and is reniewed, 
is coarfely manufaftured into the garments, the furni- 
ture, and the tents of the Bedo weens. 

Many of the Arabian tribes were colleded into 
towns, and employed in the labours of trade and agri- 
culture ; thefe (lill devoted a part of thdr time and 
induftry to the management of their cattle, and mingled, 
in peace and war, with their brethren of the Defert. 
Forty-two cities of Arabia are enumerated by Abul- 
feda; but the luftre of the more ancient was eclipfed 
by the prophetic glories of Medina and Mecca, near 
the Red Sea, and at the diftance of two hundred and 
feventy miles from each other. The laft of thefe holy 
places never exceeded the fize and populoufnels of 
Marfeilles ; but the fame and fpirit of the Koreiihites, 
who reigned in Mecca, were confpicuous among the 
Arabian tribes ; their rocky foil refufed indeed the 
labours of agriculture, but their pofition was favourable 
to trade : only forty miles from the fea- port of Gedda, 
and almoft at ah equal diftance from Yemen and Sy* 
ria, the lucrative traffic of the Koreiihites diffofed 

plenty 
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plenty and riches through the ftfeets of Mecca, and 
the profeilion of merchandize was united with the love 
of arms. 

The tranfient dominion obtained by the Abyflinians, 
the Perfians, the fultans of Egypt, and the Turks over 
the kingdom of Yemen, has not precluded the Arabs 
from the praife of pepetual independence ; .a fhadow 
of jurifdidion is at prefent exercifed by the Ottoman 
Porte ; but the fultan is reduced to foKcit the friend- 
fliip of a people, whom it would be dangerous to pro- 
voke, The charafter and country of the Arabs dit 
play the obvious caufes of their freedom } the patient 
and adive virtues of a foldier are infenfibly nurfed 
in the habits ah4 difcipline of a paftoral life. The 
care of the fheep and camels ii abandoned to the wo- 
men of the tribe j and the martial yoQth is ever on 
horfeback, and in the field, to pra£tife the exercife of 
the bow, the javelin, and the fcymetar j their horfes 
and camels, which^^ in eight or ten days, can perform 
a march of four or five hundred miles, difappear be- 
fore a conqueror j the fecret waters of the Defert elude 
his fearch ; and hi$ vidorious troops are confumed 
with thirft, hunger, and fatigue. When Mahomet 
erected his holy ftandard, the kingdoi^ of Yemen was 
a province of the Perfian empire ; yet feven princes of 
the Homerites ftill reigned in the mountains ; an,d 
from Mecca to the Euphrates, the Arabian tribes were 
confounded by the Greeks and Latins, under the ge-? 
neral appellation of Saracens. 

The dignities of flieich and enxir, in every tribe, ic. 
stppropriated tQ a particular family, and invariably de- 
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fcend in thi^ chofen race i but the order of fucceffion 
is loofe and precarious; and the moft worthy^ or 
aged, of the kinfmen, are preferred to the office of 
compofing difputes by their advice, and guiding valour 
by their example : even the females are allowed thdr 
claim; and the reign ofMaviais famous, in ecclefiafti- 
cal ftory. The fofter natives of Yemen fupported the 
pomp and majefty of a monarch ; and the cities of 
Mecca and Medina prefent the fubftance of a conunon- 
wealth ; the grandfather of Mahomet, and his lineal 
anceftors, appear to have exercifed a degree of regal 
authority ; but they reigned by the opinion of their 
vifdom and integrity ; their influence was divided with 
their patrimony ; and the fceptre was transferred from 
the uncles of the prophet to a younger branch of the 
tribe of Koreifh* 

The Arabs pretend, that in the divifion of the earth, 
the rich and fertile climates were afligned to the other 
branches of the human family, and that the pofterity 
of Ifmael might recover, by fraud or force, the portion 
of inheritance, of which he had been unjuftly deprived. 
If a Bedoween difcovers a folitary traveller, he rides 
furioufly againft him, crying, with a loud voice, " Un- 
^« drefs thyfelf, thy aunt (my wife} is without a gar- 
^< ment ,** and mercy is the refult of ready fubmiflion, 
but the death of the aggreffor would be revenged by 
the reft of the tribe* Among the Arabs, the honour 
of their women, and their beards, is moft eafily wound- 
ed ; an indecent afiion, a contemptuous word, can be 
expiated only by the blood of the offender ; and fuch 

is 



IS their patient inveteracy, that they will wait whole 
months and years the opportunity of revenge. 

Though the Arabians were ignorant of the arts of 
grammar, of metre, and of rhetoric, their penetration 
was (harp, their fancy luxuriant, their wit ftrong 
and fententious ; and the genius and merit of a rifing 
poet was celebrated by the applaufe of his own, and 
the kindred tribes ; their generofity difclaimed the 
narrow meafure of difcretion and experience ; and the 
hofpitality which was pra&ifed by Abraham, and is im- 
mortalized by Homer, is iiill renewed in the camps of 
the Arabs. The ferocious Bedoween receives the 
ftranger, who confides in his honour, and who enters, 
without hefitation, his tent, with a fincere embrace, and 
with affectionate attention. The character of Hatem, 
is the perfed model of Arabian virtue ; he was brave 
and liberal ; an eloquent poet and fuccefsful robber ; 
forty camels were roafted at his hofpitable feafts ; apd 
at the prayer of a fuppliant enemy, he reftored both 
the captives and the fpoil. 

The Arabs confined their religion to the worfhip of 
the fun, the moon, and the fixed flars ; though each 
independent warrior might change the objeft of his 
fantaftic devotion, yet the nation has always acknow- 
ledged the religion, as well as language, of Mecca. 
The genuine antiquity of the Caaba afcends beyond 
the Chriftian aera ; a tent, or cavern, might fuffice for 
the worfhip of the favages 3 but an edifice of ftone has 
been erefted in its place ; and the art and power of the 
monarchs of the Eafl have been confined to the fimpli« 
city of the original model. The tribe of Koreifh had 
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acquired the cuftody of the Caaba : the facerdotal 
office devol¥ed» through four lineal defcents, to the 
grandfather of Mahomet ; and the family of the Ha« 
Ihemites, from whom he fpruog, was the moft refpect* 
*able in the country. 

The fame rites, which are now accomplifhed by the 
£uthful Muflulman, were inyented and pradifed by 
the fuperftition of the aneient idolaters ; and the ufe 
of fiicrifice8» which has fo generally prevailed, expreffed 
the gratitude of the Arab to his gods ; but his zeal 
too frequently confidered the life of man as the mpft 
precious oblation ; and this cruel pradice was prefervr 
ed by the tribe of the Dumatians, as late as the third 
century. Thecuftomof circumcifion had early ezifted 
among them; and has been filently tranfmitted to 
their pofterity and profelytes, without the cenfure or 
the precept of the koran* 

The Jews were fettled in Arabia feven hundred 
years before the death of Mahomet : their number^ 
were increafed by the multitude expelled by Titus and 
Hadrian ; they ereded fynagogue$ in the cities, and 
caftles in the Wildernefs ; and their Gentile converts 
were confounded with the children of Ifrael^ whom 
they refembled in the outward mark of circumcifion. 
The perfecution of the fedaries by the catholics, in* 
duced the opprefled to retne beyond the limits of the 
Roman empire ;. and the dodrines pf ChriiUanity 
Were propagated in the churches of Yemeni the 
Arabs were taught to believe the exiftence of one fu* 
preme God; the moft rational acknowledged his 
power, though they neglected his worfhip if and it was 

habit 
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habit rather than convidion^ that ftill attached them 
to the relics of idolatry. In the (lory of the Hebrew 
patriarchs, they were pleafed to difcover the fathers of 
their nation ; they applauded the birth and promife< 
of Ifmael ; revered the virtue of Abraham ; and traced 
his pedigree, and their own, to the creation of the firft 
man* 

Mahomet, or more properly Mohammed, fprung 
from the tribe of Koreiih, and the family of Hafliem^ 
the only fon of Abdallahand Amina ; he was born at 
Mecca, four years after the death of Juftinian. In his 
early infancy he was deprived of his father and mother; 
and his numerous uncles reduced the (hare of the 
orphan's inheritance te five camels, and an Ethiopian 
maid-fervant. His uncle, Abu Taleb, was the guar* 
dian of his youth ; in his twenty-fifth year, he entered 
into the fervice of Cadijah, a rich widow of Mecca, who 
foon beftowed upon him her hand and fortune. By this 
alliance, the fon of Abdallah 'was reftored to the 
ftation of his anceftors ; and continued in the pradice 
of domellic virtue till, in the fortieth year of his age, 
he affumed the title of a prophet, and proclaimed the 
religion of the koran. 

The perfonal beauty of Mahomet is eftabliflied by 
the tradition of his coQipanions ; and in the familiar 
offices of life, he adhered to the grave and ceremoni* 
ous politenefs of his country. His memory was capa* 
cious and retentive ; his wit eafy and focial ; his ima* 
gination fublime ; his judgment clear, rapid, and dect« 
five. He was educated in the ufe of the purefl: dialed 
of Arabia ; and the fluency of his fpeech was corrected 

and 
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and enhanced by the practice of difcreet and feafon« 
ablefilence : but tbefe powers of eloquence w^re con- 
traded with an illiterate mind ; and the youth of Ma- 
hornet had never been in(lru£ted in the arts of reading 
and writing. The two journies he had undertaken into 
Syria, were confined to the £urs of Bofra and Damaf- 
CU8 ; in the firft, when he accompanied his uncle, he was 
only thirteen years of age; andJn the fecond, his. duty 
compelled him to return when he had difpofed of the 
merchandize of Cadijah. From his earliefl: youth, 
Mahomet was addided to religious contemplation; 
each year, during the month of Ramadan, he with- 
drew to the care of Hera, three miles from Mecca ; 
and at length delivered, under the name oij/lam, that 
faith, which is compounded of an eternal truth, and a 
neceflary fiction, that th^re is only one god, and 

THAT MAHOMET IS THE APOSTLE OF GOD. 

In the koran^ the penetration of the Arabian pro- 
phet has rejeded the worfliip of idols and men, of ftars 
and planets, on the rational principle, that whatever 
rifes muft fet, that whatever is born mud die, and that 
whatever is corruptible muft decay and perifli. Saga- 
cious and difcerning in his enthufiafm, he confe&d 
and adored in the Author of the univerfe an infinite be- 
ing, without form or place, without i0ue or fimilitude; 
and the koran remains a glorious teftimony of the 
unity of God. 

The liberality of Mahomet has allowed to his prede« 
ceflfors the fa,me credit which he claimed for hioifelf. 
Adam, Noah, Abraham, Mofes, Chrift, and Mahomet, 
are proclaimed the fix legiflators, who have announced 
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to mankind the fix fucceflive revdations of various 
rites, but of one immutable religion. In authority 
they rife in jufl: gradation above each other ; but who* 
ever hates, or rejedts, any one of the prophets, is num- 
bered with the infidels. 

According to Mahomet and his difciples, the fub« 
ftance of the koran is uncreated and eternal. The 
chapters and verfes were fucceflively revealed by the 
angel Gabriel to the Arabian prophet. Thefe were 
produced at the difcretion of Mahomet ; each revela- 
tion accorded with his policy or paflion ; and the dan- 
ger of contradiction is precluded by the maxim, that 
the fubfequent texts abrogate the former. The word 
of God, and of the apoftle, was diligently collected by 
his diiciples ; the pages as they were infcribed, were 
thrown, without order, into a cheft ; and that cheft was 
cntrufted to the cuftody of one of his wives. Two years 
after the death of Mahomet, the facred volume was pub- 
lifhed by hisfucceffor Abubeker; and in the thirtieth 
year of the Hegira, the work was reviled by the caliph 
Othman. The fayings and adions of the prophet had 
been preferved by his wives and companions 3 and at 
the end of two hundred years, thtfonnuj or oral law, 
was fixed by the labours of Al Bochari, who felefted, 
from a mafs of three hundred thoufand reports, feven 
thoufand two hundred and feventy-five as genuuie 
traditions. 

• As often as the Arabian prophet was prefled to give 
fome fign of his miraculous powers, his anfwers were 
expreffive of weaknefs and vexation j and he involved 
bimfelf in the Pl)fc^re boaft of vifioa and prophecy. 

Yet 
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Yet the credulity of the vulgar has recorded a long 
Kft of his fpiritual exploits. Trees went forth to meet 
him ; ftones faluted him ; a beam groaned to him ; a 
camel complained to him ; and a fliould^r of mutton 
informed him of its being poifoned ; but tHefe legends, 
though received by the undifcerning multitude, have 
been arraigned, or difregarded by the graved of the 
Muflulman doctors, who imitate the modefty of thdr 
mafter, and indulge a latitude of faith, or inter* 
pretation* 

Prayer, &fting, and alms, are inculcated by Maho- 
met as the religious duties of a Muflulman ; he is en-i 
Couraged to hope that prayer will carry him half way 
to God ; fading will bring him to the door of his pa- 
lace ; and alms will gain him admittance. I. The 
faithful acknowledge the daily obligation of five pray? 
crs, without any difpenfation of bufinefs or pleafure, or 
time or place ; at day-break, at noon, in the afternoon^ 
in the evening, and at the fird watch of night, their 
devotion is repeated, and the eye of the Muflulman is 
turned towards Mecca. Yet every fpot for the fer- 
vide of God is equally pure ; and the Mahometan 
may indifferently pray in his chamber, or the dreet j 
Friday, in each week, is fet apart for religious worfliip j 
the people aflemble in the mofch ; and fome refpeft* 
able elder from the pulpit, begins the prayer, and pro-, 
nounces the fermon. 11. Though Mahomet rejeded 
the voluntary penance of the Afcetics, and firmly 
declared that he would have no monks in his religion^ 
yet he inftituted in each year a fad of thirty days j 
during the month of Ramadan, the Muflulman ab« 
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ftains, from the rifing to the fetting of the fun, from 
all nourifhment that can reftore his ftrength, and from 
all pleafure that can gratify his fenfes ; and the con« 
fiant and perpetual interdiction of wine, is delivered as 
a ""pofitive and general law by the Arabian prophet. 
III. The kx>ran commands, as a ftrid and indefpenfible 
duty, the relief of the indigent and unfortunate ; 
even theprecife meafure of charity is defined ; and the 
Muflulman does not fulfil the law, unlefs he beftows 
the tenth'p2iTt of his revenue j and if his confcience ac- 
cufes him of fraud, or extortion, that proportion is en« 
creafed to ^ fifth. 

In the idiom of the koran^ the belief of God is infe- 
parable from that of Mahomet ; the good works are 
thofe which he has enjoined ; and the two quaKfications 
imply the profeifion of lilam. The infidels are punifli- 
ed according to the degree of evidence they have re- 
jected, and the true believers only will be judged by 
their a£lions ; the innocent, treading in the fieps of 
of Mahomet, will enjoy the groves and fountains of 
paradife } and feventy-two houris, or black-eyed girls, 
of refplendent beauty, will be created for the ufe of 
the meanefl: believers, while the guilty will fall into 
the firft and mildeft of the feven hells ; but the joys of 
the Mahometan paradife are not confined to the indul- 
gence of appetite ; and it is declared, all meaner hap- 
pinels will be defpifed by the faints, who are admitted 
to the beatitude of vifion. 

A. D. 609.] The firft profelytes of Mahomet were 
Cadijab his wife ; Zeid his fervanc ; AH, his pupil,. 
and the fon of Abu Taleb \ and Abubeker his friend.; 
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In the filent labour^ of three years, the number was in- 
creafed to fourteen ; in the fourth year, he affumed 
the prophetic office ; and at a banquet, prepared for 
forty of the race of Hafhem, he proffered to his guefts, 
the treafures of this world, and the world to come ; 
** God has commanded me," faid Mahomet, *• to call 
^ you to his fcrvice ; who among you will fupport my 
** burthens ? who among you will be my companion 
« and vizir ?** The filcnce of the affembly was 
broken by the impatient courage of Ali, then only in 
the fourteenth year of his age. ^^ O prophet, I am 
^' the man ; whbfoever rifes againfl; thee, I will da(h 
*^ out his teeth, teiir out his eyes, break his legs, rip 
** up his belly ! O prophet, I will be thy vizir over 
«* them V* The oflfer was accepted with tranfport ; 
and the religion, which has overfpread the Eaft and 
Weft, for ten years advanced by flow and painful fteps 
within the walls of Mecca. 

To the ftrangers of every tribe, Mahomet urged, in 
the Caaba, which he frequented on folemn feftivals> the 
belief and worihip of a fole Deity ; he was anfwered by 
the clamours of Abu Taleb — " Citizens and pilgriihs, 
^' liften not to the tempter, hearken not to his impious 
^ novelties i ftand faft in the worfliip of Al Lata and 
« Al Uzza/' Yet the aged chief ftill proteaed his 
nephew againft the aflaults of the Koreifliites, who had 
long been jealous of the pre-eminence of the family of 
Hafliem : the piety, or envy, of that tribe engaged 
them to renounce all intercourfe with the children of 
Hafliem, and to purfue them with implacable enmity, 
till they fhould deliver the perfon of Mahomet to the 

9 jufticc 



^ THE , ROMAN ZMPIRE# 22^ 

juftlce of the gods. The prophet had retired to va* 
rious places of firength in the town and country ; and 
the death of Abu Taleb abandoned him to the rage of 
his enemies, at the moment when he was deprived of 
his domeftic comforts by the lofs of his faithful Cadijah. 
Abu Sophian^ the chief of the branch of Ommiyah, a 
zealous votary of idols, a mortal' foe of ihe family of 
Hafhem^ fucceeded to the principality of the republic 
of Mecca. The death of Mahomet was refolved ; but 
the confpiracy was revealed ; the Arabian prophet, at 
the dead of night, accompanied by his friend Abu* 
1>eker, filently efcaped from his houfe ; the aflaflins 
were deceived by the figure of Ali^ who repofed on 
the bed, and was covered with the green veftments of 
the apoftle ; the fugitives with difEcuhy reached Me- 
dina; and the flight of Mahomet from Mecca has 
fixed the memorable sera of the hegira which ilill dif- 
criminates the lunar years of the Mahometan nations. 
[]a. d. 622.] 

Some citizens of Medina, on a pilgrimage to the 
Caaba, were converted by the preaching of Mahomet ; 
on their return, they diffufed the belief of God and 
the prophet ; and they had already promifed, in an 
interview near Mecca, to receive him, if banifhed, as 
their confederate, and to defend him as their leader. 
The profeflion of Iflam became general throughout 
Medina; the inhabitants rejoiced in the exile, and 
impatiently expelled the arrival of the j>rophet. Five 
hundred of the citizens advanced to meet him, and he 
was hailed with acclamations of royalty and devotion ; 
his fcattered difciples aflembled round his perfon ; and 

among 
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among the Moflems, the fugitives of Meccaj and the 
auxiliaries of Medina, were diftinguiflied by the various 
names of Mohagerians and Anfars ; but the prudence 
of Mahomet eradicated the feeds of jealoufy^ and the 
two parties vied with each other in a generous emula* 
tion of courage and fidelity. 

From his eftabliOiment at Medina, Mahomet aflumed 
the exercife of the regal and facerdotal office; he 
ere&ed a houfe and mofch on a fmall fpot of ground, 
the patrimony of two orphans ; his feal was infcribed 
with the apoftolic title; and in fix yeara fifteen hun- 
dred Moflems renewed their oath, of allegiance. The 
deputy of Mecca was aftonifhed by the attention of the 
faithful to the words and looks of the prophet. ^' I 
•* have feen,** faid he, " the Chofroes of Perfia, and 
*^ the Caefar of Rome, but never did I behold a king 
^^ among his fubje£ls like Mahomet among his com« 
" panions." 

By the choice of an independent people, the (on of 
Abdallah was exalted to the rank of a fovereign, and 
fnvefted with the prerogative of forming alliances, 
and of waging war* The means of perfuafion had 
been tried, and he now was commanded to propagate 
his religion by the fword, to deftroy the monuments of 
idolatry, and to purfue the unbelieving nations of the 
earth. The option of friendfhip, of fubmiflion, or battle, 
was propofed to the enemies of the prophet ; and if 
they profeffed the creed of Iflam, they were admitted to 
the temporal and fpiritual benefits of his primitive dif- 
ciples, and marched under the fame banner to extend 
the religion they had embraced. The diftribudon of 

the 



the IpoH, Was regulated by a divine law jf a fifth was 
teferved by the prophet for pious and charitable ufes, 
and the remainder ii^a& (hared in adequate portions by 
the foldier$ ; the rewards bf the flain devblved en their 
Widows and orphans ; ihd cavalry Was allured by a 
double ihai'e fot man and hbrfe ; biit thefe temporal 
advantaged Were feeble compared to the joys bf paradife 
prepared for the valiant mattyrs of the faith* ** The ' 
*' fwprd,** fays Mahomet^ ** is the key df heaven 
^' and of hell ; a drop of blood ihed in the caufe of 
^ God^ a Aigbt fpent in arms> is of more avail than 
^< two motiths of fafting and prayer; tvhofoever hlh 
** in batUe, his fins are forgiven. At the day of 
^' Judgmeht^ his wdiitids ihall be refpletident as ver- 
^^ million, and odoriferous as myrrh ; and the lofs ^ 
^^ his limbic fhall be fuppiied by the wings of angela 
k« and of cherubims.^* To this glbwirig pifturp 
bf future rewards, the korto adds the perfuafiva 
tenets of fate and pi-edeftination ; and the Rt(t 
coitipanions of Mahonlet advanced undauntedly t0 
tiaeet that death whith they believed it impoffible to 
&un. 

The ]^orei(h might hftve be^ii content with the flight 
biF Mahomet^ had they not been alarmed for the fafety 
bf their Syrian trade } to preferve thiii from the depreda^ 
tion^ of the prophet, one hundred horfe^ and eight 
hundred and fifty foot> were aflembled i the Moflemi 
coniifted of thrice hundred and thirteen } and as Maho* 
met, in the famous vale of Beder, behdd the inferior^ 
Ity of his foftowers^ «< O God !'' he exclaimed, '' O 
** CJodj if thefe ar^ dcftroyed, by whom wilt thou bt 
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•* worfliipped oh the earth ? Courage, my children^ 
*' cbfc your ranks ; difcharge your arrows^ Sitid the 
•* day is your own " But doubtful of bis force, he 
demanded the fuccour of Gabriel and three thoulaad 
angels ; the Muflulmans fainted and were prefled ; the 
prophet mounted his horfe ; he cad a handful of fand 
into the air ; " Let their faces b^ covered witb confu- 
^' fion." Both armies heard the thunder of his 
voice ; [a. d. 623.] their fancy beheld the angelic 
warriors ; and the Koreiih trembled and fled. Once 
more Abu Sophian coUefted a formidable body of 
troops } and at the head of three tboufand men, ad- 
vanced to mount Ohud, fix miles norih from Medina: 
The ftandard of God and Mahomet was upheld. by 
iiine hundred and fifty believers, and the weight of 
their charge broke the centre of the idolators ; but in< 
their purfuit,they loft the advantage of ground, which 
they had previoufly poflfefled ; their ranks were dif- 
order^d; feve-nty martyrs periflied on the field ; and 
the prophet himfelf, wounded in the face with a 
javelin, and two of his teeth (battered with a flone, 
was conveyed from the fcene of tumult and difmay, to 
a place of fafety. Yet the MufTulmans foon rallied in 
the field ; and the Koreifh wanted ftrength or courage 
•to undertake the ficge of Medina. In the enfuing 
year, it was attacked by an army of ten thoufand ene-^ 
<mies. The prudence of Mahomet declined a general 
•engagement^ the valour of Ali was fignaliized in fingle 
combat ; a tempeft of wind, ram^ and hail, overlnV^ed 
theteots^of the corifederatds-; and after tt^enty 'Aays, 
|he Kprdih, deferted by their allies, reltncjuiih^a ihtit 
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attempts to check the conquefts of the invincible 
apoftle. 

The Jews had perfevcrcd in refuiihg th^ir belief to 
the Arabian prophet ; and his implacable hatred feized 
the occafion of an accidental tiimuU, and fummoned 
them torembl'ace bis rbHgioni^or contend with him in 
battle. " Alas !" replied the trembling Jews, " we 
** are ignorant of the ufe of arms j but we perfevere 
^^ in the faith and wor(hip of our fathers ; why wilt 
•"^ thou reduce us to the h^ceffity of a juft dtsfence?'* 
The unequal conflict was terminated in fifteen days ; 
their wealth was confifcated; and their fortrefles 
throughout Arabia^ with Chaibar, the feat of their 
power, were reduced by, the valoUr of Ali, and the 
irrefiftibte arms of Mahomet. ^ 

The moll: powerful motives urged Mahomet to vifit 
the city from which he had been banifhed ; arafli pro- 
mife of fuccefs dropped too haftily from the lips of the 
kpollle ; the holy banner was ynfurled ; [a. d 629.] 
^nd feventy camels bedecked for facrifice preceded the 
march to Mecca j but no fooner did the fon of Ab- 
dallah defcend into the plain, than th^ numbers and re« 
folution of the Korei(h oppofed his progrefs ; the in- 
trepid fanatic funk into a cautious politician ; he waved 
in the treaty his tide of apoflle of Godj concluded 
^with the Koreifli a truce for ten years ; and ftipulated 
only the; privilege of remaining three d?iys in the city to 
accompliOi the rites of pilgrimage ; though ffiameand 
difappointment covered the Muflulmans, yet the people 
were edified by the devotion of the prophet j the hoftile 
xhie& were divided, or feduced ; and both Caled and 
i' \ ' r 9^^ Amrou, 
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Amrou, the future conquerors of Syria and Egypt, de- 
ferted the finking caufe of idolatry. 

The fubmiffion of the Arabian tribes had fweHed 
the forces of Mahomet ; an eafy pretence was found 
to break the recent treaty, and ^ecca was fuddenly 
tnFeded by ten thoufand of the faithful. The afto* 
nifhed Korei(h fubmitted to their irreGftible conqueror; 
and the vidorious exile forgave the guilt, and united 
the faftions of Mecca. Twenty-eight of the inhabi- 
tants were flain by the fword of Caled j eleven men 
and fix women only were profcribed by Mahomet ; 
but the three hundred and fixty idols of the Caaba 
were ignominiouily broken ; the houfe of Gpd was 
purified and adorned } and a perpetual taw was en-* 
aded, that no unbeliever fhould dare to fet his foot 
on the territory of the holy city. 

A,D. 629 — 632. J Though the greater number ctf 
the Arabian tribes had fubmitted, yet an obflinate 
remnant (till adhered to the religion and fiberty of 
their anceftors ; four thoufand of thefe advanced with 
fpeed to furprife the conqueror ; and twelve thoufand 
Miiflulmans were for a few minutes ronted and dif- 
perfed ^ the prophet on his white mule, was enconi* 
paflTed with enemies ; he attempted to ru(h againft their 
fpears in fearch of a glorious death ; ten of his com- 
panions interpofed their weapons and their breads;^ 
and three of thefe feH dead at his feet f but his ex- 
ample animated his troops, and reftored the battte ; the 
flying; Moilemt returned from all fides, and inflided 
a mercilefs revenge on the authors of their difgrace. 
•The victory was fucceeded by the demoKiion of the 
* • ' ' » temples. 
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temples, and the deftruftion of idols throughout Aiai. 
bia { and the notion fubmitted to the God, and the 
fc^ptre, of Mahomet. 

The rapacious fpirit of the Saracens was foon in- 
flamed by their new rehgion to invade the Roman 
empire ; and the murder of an envoy afibrded a de« 
cent pretence, for an incurfion into Paieftine; [a. d. 
^^9) 630O ^^ hoiy banner was entrufted to Zeid, and 
thenoblell chiefs ferved, without reluiStance, under thib 
flave of the prophet. In the battle of Mnta, the firft 
inilitary a&ion of the Moflems againft a foreign enemy, 
Zeid, with the two next in command, D^U in the fore* 
moft ranks ; but the adverfe day was retrieved by Ca« 
ied, the profelyte of Mecca. His (kilful evolutions 
fecttred cither the vidory or the retreat of the Saracens { 
and his valoar entitled him to the appellation he aq* 
quired of the Sword ^f God, After the conqueft of 
Mecca^ the fovereign of Arabia folemnly proclaimed 
urar againft the emperor of the Romans ; the Modems 
were diicduraged by the difficulties of the enterprife ; 
they alleged the feafon of harveft, and the incoleraUe 
htSLt of fummcr : " Hell is much hotter,*' faid the in^ 
dignant prophet. With Abubeker, Othmah, and the 
feithful companions who devoted their lives and for* 
tunes^ Mahomet displayed his banner at the head of 
ten thoufand horfe, and twenty thoufand foot, ' The 
diftreis of their march through the Dcfert was aggra- 
vated by latitude and third ; and they were reduced 
to the neceflity of drinking the water from the belly of 
the camel. About ten days journey, an equal diftance 
from Medina and Damafcus, Mahomet halted near the 

C^3 ^ fcmntain 
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fountain 6f Tabuc^ and declined the profectttion 6f the 
waer beyond that place ; but the aftiye Caled fpread 
around the terror of his name, and the tribes and cities 
from the Euphrates to Atlah^ at the head of the Red 
jSea» Acknowledge the dominiort of the prophet. 
. The ftrength of Mahomet, till the age of fixty-thrcc 
years; was equal to the fatigues of his miilion ; but duiv 
JQg four ye^r^, his health decliiied, and he feriouily 
believed he was poifoned at Cbaibar by the revenge of 
g Jewifli fem^li3<. A fever pf fourteen days deprived 
him, at intervals, of the ufe of his reafon ; confcious of 
hi$ danger, he beheld with firmnefs the approach of 
death.; he eofranchifed his flaves ^. directed the order 
of his funeral ; and moderated, the lamentations' of his 
friends. He had a{Ierted, in familiar converfation, that 
ihe angel of death was not allowed to i take his (aul till 
he had refpeftfully ?ifked the permiffion of the pro- 
|}bet ; that permiffion was granted ; and 'Mahomet 
Immediately fell into th^ agony of diflbltitidn ; []a. d, 
f^2. June 7,]. he reclined hir head on the lap of 
Ayeflia, the daughter of Abubeker» and the hefl: be- 
loved of his iwives ; and raiOtig his eyes towards the 
f oof of the houfe, uttered fhefe bfoken but f rticuiate 
wordp: " O (Jodi—pardoftmj^fins — yes;— Icoine— • 
*'; afmong tey feHow citizens pn high ;*' and peaceably 
t>fQathed his lad on a carpet on the door. He was 
interred on the" fame fpojt on which he expired ; and 
the tomb of the prophet at Medina vies in the opinion 
pf the pilgrim with the fanctity of the temple at Meccn; 
Though Mahomet, from the indulgence of polyi 
gaaiyj might reafonably expe(5l a numerous progeny,. 
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yet his' l^p^a. were difapjifoittted, ' The four fons of 
Cadij^h died iii their infancy; and the eleven wives 
who fuccceded to her bed proved barren in his em- 
braceis» Ibrahim, the offspring of Mary, his Egyptian 
concubine^ fur vived only fifteen months ; and of the 
four daughters by Cadijah, the three eldeft were mar^ 
ried, and died before their father ; but Fatima, thq 
fourth^ who pofTeflied his love and confidence, became 
tb^ wiff of her coufiA.Ali, and the mother of anilluf* 
trious.progiBny, , 

The vacant throne of Arabia appeared the jull re- 
conipenfe of .the birth, the aUiance, and the charader 
of Ali ; he was the chief of the family of Halhem, the 
ibn.ipr}aw, of Mahomet, and with fervent zeal for the 
fervice. of ^ the prophet, untt^ the qualifications of a 
poet, a foldier, and a faint. The fon of Abu Taleb 
might have fi^cui-ed his initer^ft by a fplemn declaration 
of bis .right j but the dying prophet was {>efieged by 
the artful Ayeflia, the daughter of Abubeker, and the 
enemy of Ali. . • The companions of the apoftle con- 
vened an alTembly to deliberate on the choice of hJs 
fucceflbr ; the line of Ha0iem was Hill hateful to the 
Kpr^ifh J and Omar, fuddenly renouncing his own 
pretenfions, declared himfclf the firft fubjeA of the ve- 
nerable Abubeker. The Hafliemites alone declined 
the oath of fidelity ; and their chief for fix months 
maintained in his houfe a fullen independence ; but 
the death of Fatima, and the decline of his party, fub- 
dued the indignant fpirit of Ali, and he condefcended 
to falute and acknowledge the commander of the 
faithful. After a reign of two years, the ?iged caliph 

0^4 was 
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was futniDoned by the angd of death. Hit teftamenl 
bequeathed the fceptre to the intrepid virtue of Omar ; 
[a. d. 634. July d4.] and Ali bimfe^f, in a life of pri* 
vacy, profefied to honour the worth of his rival. In 
the tenth year of his reign, Omar received a mortal 
wound from the hand of an affaffin, and devolved on 
fix of the mod refpedtabje chiefs the arduous talk of 
eleding a commander of the faithful. By thefe Qth« 
man, the fecretary of Mahomet, was preferred { [a. su 
644. Nov. 6 ]] nor was it till after the third caliph^ 
twenty -four years from the death of Mahomet^ that 
Ali was invefted, by the popular choice, with the rega| 
and facerdotal ofgce. 

The religious difcord of the friends and enemies of 
Ali is ftill maintained in the immortal hatred of the 
Perfians and Turks. The former are branded with 
the appellation of SbJiffs ; they a0ert, if Mahomet 13 
the apoftle, his companion Ali is the vicar, of God \ 
and they execrate the three ufurpers who intercepted 
his indefeaiible right to the dignify of Imam and ca* 
fiph. The Sonniiis^ who may be confidered as th^ 
orthodox Muflulmans, entertain a more decent opi- 
nion. They refpeft in Abubeker, Qmar, Othman, 
and Ali, the holy fucceflbrs of the prophet j but they 
affign the laft and mod humble place to the hufband 
of Fatima. Yet the feeble temper and declining age 
of Othman were incapable of fuflaining the weight of 
conqueft and of empire \ the fpirit pf difcord wenf 
forth in the provinces ; the efteem and confidence qi 
the Modems were loll ^ fix weeks i^as he befieged in 
his palace } and the afiailins, with the brother of Ay efiia 

at 



sit their head, pierced the lielplefs^and venerable 
caliph with a muhitude of wounds. {]a. d. 655^. June . ' 
1 8.3 The tumult wai appeafed by the inauguration of ' 
AH, who received with the fceptre of Arabia the 
wealthy kingdoms of Perfia, Syria, and Egypt, which 
had been fubdued by the victorious arms of the Sa- 
racens; 

In the beginning of his reign, Telha and Zgbeir, two 
(difcontented Arabian chiefs, efcaped from Medina^ 
and erefted the ftandard of revolt in Affyria. They ' 
were fupported by Ayefha, the widow of the prophet, 
implacable in her hatred to the hulband and the pofte« 
rity of Fatima. The rebels were encountered and de- 
feated by Ali near the walls of Baflbra ; their leaders 
Vere flain j and Aveiha was fpeedlly difmifled by thie 
conqueror to her proper Ration, the tomb of the pro- 
phet. After this viftory, the fon of Abu Takb 
inarched againft a more formidable rival, Moawiyah, 
the fon of Abu Sophian, who had aifumed the title of 
caliph ; and whofe claim was fupported by the forces 
of Syria and the intereft of the houfe of Ommiyah. Iti 
the courfe of ninety (kirmifhes, Ali difplayed his fupe: 
fior character of valour and humanity ; his troops 
were enjoined to fpare their flying brethren, and he re- 
peatedly challenged his rival to fingle combat. But 
the difobfsdience of his own party compelled Ali, in the 
moment of victory, to yield to an infidious compra* 
inife i he retreated to Cufa, and the diftanc provinces 
of Perfia, of Yemen, and of Egypt, were reduced by 
his crafty rivaL The diforders of the church and ftate 
infpired three enthufiafts with a defperate refolution ; 

they 
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they agreed tiMtt«the deaths of AH, of M<»wiyrfh,' and 
of his friend Amrou, ihe viceroy of Egypt, WouW re- 
ilore peace and imity of religioa. Each of the alTaili&i 
chofe his vidim ; but the ftroke proved only fata^ to 
All* ' In the mofch of Cufa he received a mortal 
woundf and exfMred - in the fixty^third year of 
bis age, mercifully recommending to his cbildreni 
that th^y would difpatch' the murderer by a.iioigle 
ftroke. 

A. D. 66 1.] Abu Sophian had long been the invete- 
rate enemy of Mahomet, and his fon now afcended the 
throne eftaUiflied by the prophet. He negociated the 
abdication of Ha (fan, the elded fon of AK, who retn-ed 
without a figh from the palace of C^ifa to an humble 
cell near the tomb of his grandfather. The change of 
an ekftive to an hereditary kingdom, gratiEed the 
afpiring wi/hes of Moawiy iih*; fome Arabs difdained to 
conceal their murmurs, and £bur citizens of Medina 
refttfed the oath of fidelity ; but the deiigns of the caj- 
liph were conducted with vigour and addrefe ; : and his 
ibn Yezid, a feeble and diiTolute youth, was prociaune4 
the commander of the faithful. 

A. D. 680.3 On the death of Moawiyah^ Hofein, 
the younger fon of Ali, was deteroiined to profecutc 
his claim againil the authority of Yezld. A lift was 
tranfported from Cufa to Medina of one hundred and 
forty thoufand Moflems, who 'were eager to draw^ their 
fword fo foon as he fliould appear on the banks;o£the 
Euphrates. With a feeble retinue of women and chil- 
dren, Hofein traverfed the Defert of Arabia;- but as 
be approached the confines of Irak, he was alarmed by 

the 



the hblUIe fitfce of the country. ^ Obei^oHah,- the gaj* 
yernor of Cufa« had extinguiflied the.firft fpaiks of an 
ia&irre^ipn ; hi^.fmall party of friends, ^onfifting. only 
of thirty- two hpi:fe ai^d forty fpot, were furrouaded by 
a numerous force ; bu^t the fon of Ali difdained flight> 
and the fidelity of his friends was preserved to the laft* 
After beholding the death of every one of them, Ho- 
fein was himfelf flaiQ by Shamer, a name ^ver deteH:- 
jible to the faithfuj* The ftfters and children of Ali 
were brought ^n chains before the throne of Damafcus^ 
but Yezid preferred the counfejs of mercy, and ho- 
nourably difmified the mournful family to Medina. «-« 
The twelve Imams, according to the Perfian creed, 
are Ali, HalTan, Hofein,. and the lineal deifcendants of 
^ofein to the ninth generation. Without arms, or 
treafures, or fubjefts, they fucceffively enjoyed the 
veneration of the people, and provoked the jcaloufy pf 
the caliphs j their names were often the pretence of 
fedition and civil war ; but they themfelves deffMfed 
the pomp of the world, and devoted their innocent 
lives to the ftudy and pradice of religion. The twelfttv 
furpa^ed his predeceffors in fan^ity and felf-deniaU — r 
He concealed himfelf in a cavern near Bagdad ; the 
time and place of his death are unknown ; and the 
votaries of M^badi believe that he ftiU lives, and that 
he will appear before the day of judgment to over-- 
throw the tyranny of Pejal, or Antichrift^ The ad. 
verfe fortune of the race of Ali, and the wide extent 
of the Muflulman empire, allowed an ample fpope 
fp;r eyery bold impodpr who clain^ed affinity with 
. •: ' the 
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the holy feed; the fceptre of the Almohades m 
Spain and Africa, of the Fatimitet in Egypt, . of 
the fuhans of Yemen, and of the fophis of Perfia, 
has been eonfecrated by this vague and ambiguo^ 
title. 
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CHAPTER XXXVIl. 

l-HE CONQUEST OF PERSIA, SYRIA, EGYPT, AFRICA, ANB 
SPAIN, BY TI^E ARABS AND SARACENS— EMPIRE OF THE 
CAIJPHS, OR SUCCESSORS OF MAHOMET— STATE OF THE 
CHRISTIANS, &c. UNDER THEIR GOYERNMlMT. 

JL HE death of Mahomet was the Hgnal of revolt 
to the fickle tvibes of the Arabs j they were again 
fubdued and united by the fword of Caled, and the 
prudence of Abobeker. In the province Yemanah^ 
between the Red Sea and the Gulf of Perfia, Mofei* 
lama^ a powerful chiefs had adumed the cbarader of a 
prophet ; he was defeated and flain in a decifive battle 
by Caled ; and the various rebels of Arabia again pro^ 
fefled, and more ftedfaftly held the religion of the 
koran« But the ambition of the caliphs provided aa 
immediate exercife for the reftlefs fpirit of the Sara-' 
cens } and one hundred years after the Sight of I^ahor 
met from Mecca, the arms of his fucceflbrs had tri-' 
umphed from India to the Atlantic Ocean. The vari-- 
ous and diftant provinces which acknowledged theit 
power^ may be comprifed under the Qame of, L Perfia ^ 
11. Syria ; III. Egypt j IV. Africa j and V- Spain. 

A. D. 632.] I. Caled, in the fitft yeair of the reign 
of Abubeker, had advanced to the banks of the Euphra- 
tesj and reduced the cities of Anbar and Hira } but 
thitt chief was foon transferred to the Syrian war ; and 
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khe invafion of I^erJia was committee! to lefs renownoi 
commanders. The queen Arzema, the fixtb of the 
tranliem ufurpers who had arifen fincc the death of 
Chofroes and the retreat of Heraclius,^ was depofed by 
the unanimous fentence of the Perfian priefis and 
nobles ; and the Tiara was placed on the head of Yez- 
degerd^ the grandfon of Chofroes* ^ An army of odc 
hundred and twenty thoi^fand Perfians, commanded 
by Ruftam, was oppofed to thirty thourand Moflems 
in the plains of Cadefia. [a. d. 636.] In a battle 
long, vatibus, and bloody, the Perfians were defeated, 
their general was (Iain, and the prize of the viftorious 
MuiTtilmans Was the province of Irak or Aflyria i the 
foundation of BaflTora, which commands the naviga- 
tion of the Tigris and the Euphrates, firmly e(la|IU(hed 
the conquefts of the caliph. 

After the vidlory of Cadefia, Said, the Ucut^oant of 
Omar, alTaulted and entered the gates of Ctefiphon ; 
the diforderly refiftance of the inhabitants gave a 
keene^ edge to the fabres of the Mbflettts, who ihoUted 
with religious t>anfport, *• This is the white palace cf 
« Chofroes ! this is the proihife of the apoftle of 
** God !" The riches of Ctefiphon are defcribed »as 
furpaffing the cftimate of fancy or numbers ; but the 
Saracens difliked the air and fituation of the plate, and 
Omar, by the advice of his general, removed the feat 
of government to the Weftern fide of the Euphrates, 
and founded the city of Cufa. 1% fourteen years the 
arms of the Moflems penetrated to the fhores.ef the 
Cafpian Sea, and turning to the Weft, embraced, in 
the captive provinces of Armenia and Mefop(^a»iia, 

their 
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their vi£lorious brethreh ot the Syrian army. With 
equal rapidity they advanced from Ctefiphon along 
the Tigris and the Gulf; the grandfon of Chofroes 
was nearly furprifed among the falling columns of 
Perfepolis, and fled with accelerated hafte over the de- 
fert of Kirman, to feek an humble refuge on the verge 
of the Turkifh and Chinefe power } bpt a viftorious 
army is infenfible of fatigue ; the Arabs" divided their 
forces in the purfuit ; the caliph Othman promifed 
the government of Chorafan to the firft general who- 
ihould enter that country. Tne condition was act- 
cepted ( and the fuccefsful leader neither halted nor 
tepofed tiirhis foaming cavalry had tailed the waters 
oftheOxus. 

'. The flight of Yezdegerd had carried him into Far- 
gana, a fertile province on the Jaxartes. The king 
of Sannarcand, with the Turkifli. tribes of Sogdiana 
and Scythia, were mo\ed by the lamentations and 
promifes of the falkn monarch. With an army of 
Turks, h^ rettirned to conquer the inheritance of bis 
fathers, [a. d. 651.] The fortunate Moflems, with- 
out linflteatbing their fwords, ,were the fpeftators ofx 
his ruin and bis death. , He was oppreffed, defeated^ 
and purfued by his Barbarian, allies ; while he im* 
plored, from an infenfible xuflic, a p'aflage over a 
river, the laft of the Saflanian kings was overtaken 
•and flaughtered by the Turkifli cavalry, in the nine- 
^teeoth y^ar of his unhappy reign. 
; Aftfer the fall of the PcrCan kingdom, the river 
Oxus 4ivid€4 the tofritoric^ of the Saracens and the 
Turks} bitt. this xtinow boundary wasioon over- 
i > ,, leaped 
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aafgp^^giffci»niMJw'itofniirlt>a^'l1ltiiMOrifts 

^^l■iiifJ^lf^»l^^^jaotjtftestf^iilyriy^^n^fcsMyh 

to the conqueft of Syria. ThflMtilMMillatftJMnif 
1^ytiafi»«(MiidM«iieIfg»t(iU»1M>0^ 
<l«^ ^lift^«i^itlljtfdftef«»«lik«fei;W«i aw^ (f Igl ingy 
.itiA nwtf'ifcqf ^iiBH)IINwhy ifcgiiii W rigMtiiff li f 
jmKA^^¥mm \imfnMMmdil^\0^l^m of 
iffiflllt't rHKhMiiiiiiiftdnifiiftii# [lte Mi r ■JiniiiiMiihiiiic 



sSiMft lfck|h^^teRo»Mi;^a<|»tyghMbd<fca»yfl>MMiiMii 



^agfe>b^M>^flfel<#gaBhfai;<|iiJi»iJyii ilimffiifld 



THf tipVM ftMtWk 



iignSidl liAtirffc «% iT die 



«r Cried «a» 




liMbs •* npdb ymNUr ibr i. mmm^ iM Uf 
** fern - 



« Aitt Mft ll lltt #o(M » ONiNL Betfattlaboott 
** «»-iifwM Kfti^-MPrRMr/' With the hamxi^ 
abaiai ■tAkt k« l a i i wa iad ii<qw1ii il a 

t ; aiMi tt» iMil of fui tira tipci^ «bo 1 






WiMm i aiid die Aift> 
bitti iMta^AlAli OT AieiMipeHmBof tlie ooMcft* 
tcfekeiidht JHBfliMdI. didr lirei&tca (Sfytxtcd on ibe 
&omi«»«f Syilk Mi ly^Staei idd niftd file fi^ 
' crf'BlMMfcMi to yx- f Miih w At focitat dit espy* 
nt t aft ASatttMn togvfi^tt thofqfiHid KoAeait wcm 
JBiiuMtJl ani tiiwiiig^ ifidb iii< AMto^ thift fitinc 

OOKKfMKm OK J!|gypl> l.IIO^pl 10^ WJB 8 MU QW MMP 

oftfaeGoHlbH. ulioiMlitU IBM fritfMtJ their d»- 

wm mft die enRHi flf Opftpe^ cobibm dte pkiik 
fonnideble ny ei fl fia M. of dk^Chndnikal^slHttN^ 

oeffive mff^fmmm ht mmuA tl» fprf dT tlijc 

Vol. Ik m 
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enemy ; ahd W lengtfa he gave the fighal 4>f ^i||t aid 
tfftoryi j^A. p. 655. JuffyU.:V '^^ rci^aSni olf the 
Imperial 'army ^bePtp Amiocb^Cafares^ or ^fe^i^^fei^ 
and tHc 6hi^,oP four hundred and ieveii^y j l&>t&s^^ 
^iras cdmpen^ted^y the opmioA^ diat tliey N^^ienl t^ 
lieH above ijfjy^^jioui^ntfinfidcls. . ^ 
« The inhabitants, of I^txiiaieus heheld mtlt ^bit^ th^ 
reiurn pf the yiiS)tors? qI^ Aiznadin ; b^l tht^ifsaariii^ 
i)iirit of the-garrffonrwa$;^rQvivfed]t?(y iTi^^ a Bi>blb 
'Greeks iHuiJ^rjoi^^ i^a private cqnciiflo^jbry ');}ie attiai^i^ 
•of HeracKqft,r^H|:.pied boldly frotn thr w^a; an% 
tfibugh- wounded ^y tbe:arrow9f a fems^e iqKheffjffit 
*tfie generous ^aoxipiop-of; Dan^afcWfcfuff^^ 
dhiw to hisTOUcef mi^ hh wound was drtfl^ o^- i^ 
ramparts, Tbe^iiKhi va^ co^timii^d t^l the evening; ind 
the Syrian0 i^ltech o^r^hmr arms ; m' the JBoice of 
'the fiifrhry.a %nal was:KFVQnrbY a itr^kepii me meat 

'Open ; andea/(h^g^«e aucbat«ged ^ id^petAOup cop^ 
eh the fleepmg.canf^ of the S^eei^-:-^ 
and viftory. of /gJipiDaa'^ wai. ilrec^i^rf ;bj^ w^rctnice 
ef 6aled'; **0.(&Qd !'*exclaim«ithe\chwf,»^l8TO^ 

• the poft ofd^i^ger*. " rO Ood^.wfio luv^ril^p^^^^ 
^ upon thj' (ert^iitiyaiKl.do j\9t ^t]iy<z t^ixk m&'l3ts 

••^ hJinds^^of rh:e!r>cnjemiep.".. Th^ififime f>iii^ 

' was kindled by lys example j^ Abe Mo^tn^ ^fioov^fd 

« theinraiifcg} an^^tbeChfifUah fepro^afler.^^ 

' thoufands, fe^ired^ l?flb a figb 0/ dfi(p^\ witl^ t^c 

* waits of Daina£tu$^.' .• ,,,-.. -1 ^ ^ 

- The patUace af ^e ciuieM waa «e*r «i&a^ttfd by 
' ar fi^je of fevemy dayi.; m bohdred o^tlicir (i^utic& 
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^ere introduced ipto the tent of Abu Obeidah, and 

■ dlfmiffe^/witli a^^^^^^ 
grapirs'mignt depart vti*V^^ biu(3/as •Ae^tould^fti^fy 

the'c&h!l!iSufa^r^^ rf9}rl9rififm*fibdft$i 

inomenr that 'the re^Vfi¥^^Skt^^4grfetfl^^9fitb^'ft& 



t : . vuit 



_ . ,_ of the . 

,! 



handTi^fihrArabian cRllf!:'Vhe^8gi8!We'^Wt^i^ 



rpn!ea Dy L.al( 



tr was rel 



m^hy%kmrufw^W^^^'^^^iff^^ 








lenrwas tprmed or loidieK and wizen jj tff 'wwsten 
their %hs%%:i&n^d"fk%fJhim^'^t^¥i^ 

tipn of the treaty/ aiii^'^pe caries oT His neW cori^^iiAi 
wouid^^haVe 'feeeii ^^xfingfii^'ed b/'Hic'dfiflikft^e ttf tlie 

' fugittyesf^ad'it rfot 6eeh' fanri^'E^ Ytle^afllea-of i 
Syrian yoliilif .'|<^ks'a flot(!ttria*'6T J^atearctjfj'iHis 
betrot&'to '*^ -t^eil^y ttwidferf ; 'tJiStf > tiupfJaife i»m6 
delay ed^^^^hfer paWrfts ; ' an(f Eda<fcfa wis petfiiadtd 
to efcaSpe «ru1i-'^*6 iiaii-w^dra'ihft iktf'fclfofeBfV i«^thi$ 
at'tlnript, Jonas waS' Jntercepted b^4h!e .ftftfcj;biit*is 

"iiimiei^ cMel Ifelf yetfim; ''^hV ca{i»vfrTl(?*«!r em- 



744 liimm mifi^m'^r 

braced H '0iiM^Wm?^9^^1!tkf<«ii'^S!^^ 
' muIat^taJWo^'tiaeiJ^SiBlk-df^rt 

the Chiffl!^ W»e ^ ii^ tf lfehy<tie pf^fMismill. 
citttde,ay»f4n|»iiea4}y'riUlg^ 

flsddedy iik(ifi4^ ika^li^f i<«^#i?Y^4»s6'«£^ 

milled, a^ifi^a|^|MU(^%UfiHH»ik''«rf^ 
^al 'i^i^^fififtflWer ^BeMeif^fibi)^'«leBfedg«^o» 
^eir'r4^j[a»yL' ''%f'^£'«%a{bim ^i(H«i%i(ili!r, c$^s 



and ir S&dB^l!P^tf4^3^@1:«^lW»fl^H|i^ 

l>e't«nW'1t&'lfta^i(^^^faa«<fhi'fl4ii^^ 

Ajggj^ ., lEj 3d) "io f^ni-Viq bn« ^Jnorfiafi aril Yd-bsft 

had'''aEr6i!£^\»!^ed ti^{g%^ ^j^ «8aif^«lMas 

than tIttP^rlK»'!f^ri(j^^te)<I»I<llirsil9M<«^ 
ported'iJ^tafiaiSi^fe^it^TAtljl^jgf^^ ^^im^^oixf 



•fiedby the Mithoriiy and prefen«e of the caliph Oaiat:. 
'lfil»l(^«.ifti«Pl«lffiitJ*^«ttitR?^«^^ fear or pre. 



«4^ . DfiCUNXAND FALL Of 

might tl^detaiftoi l^ihft^&hE%:^|twiriItm, or tbc 

'^llicf'ciftfe'^ 41*lf)po^^^ and 

$Ithdft exhatrdtsi t'b^^tienoojoCjtiul S^r^ic^Sh* it. \7as 
it ileijg?hY(M^t^ i^^fervile 

bif fh, bQe dFg<g«li«i«Tfi2eanid iw^fetTtl^fQlp^^^jX^. d. 
]S^ : j AAtiad^ tfi^hbied. air IherjapjSxofrthji?^ t^e vic- 
tors} hcr*fafttyiwiirahf6in«dby/X&F#e.i?i^^ thou- 
j^ilif pjctes ©f gc4'J j'jbut theioat ,0f ^fe^,>I|lc^an go- 

'yetmrteaf m «bf - Eaft .waa .degrp di^d> ,Hnd^/be yoke 

^0rtbe caliphs/ 'to 'tt)^fecoiidat rfml^oof ? pr9vincial 
J^/ilV^ rjThc bfed'.of ^^ Wg5aftQsi/|ied,at the 

' ra^d'fix;ceft if ihe ' diftiplea of Mgbftf^etjii J^be, weak. 

'^efepf his- (tejiiii^Ing; years dpf4?e4 ih^ glPr^^f hrs 
l^trfian Ui^AmfihsV'bickliiig an i^iefpdl^J^^w^^ll to 

^^Syfia,l^^feipye%^emhai^ \fcit%,jitfey?t^i^aats, and 

'ftUToW5dithe«^fakh'Q£Jii^ fii^^*^%i/^7E*^?jJ?JBB'^F -^ 
^.}^>i^ft(iyir^nij^lg^ fflf}^€: con- 

"fiaef'or, and iS)i» .ixipji }^^ v!b?..fc^^*T^j,^f *^ 
^^dfKpivsr&ydi boodied. years ^i^^oii^y^h^d defpoiU 

*^^ahf fiaftf^.theiMacfidcwi^ai^Wgfi?;^ X%iVi^5?P'^ ^^ 
' ffce. Saiaceii^y jras.:t^^ mprtality of 

• ^in. aqA • cattle ^ ..tweftty-fii^ , thpv^^d pf tj^ fe[|^hful 
' ir^ fpatched froru tjijg |)^flc^Qn^ofj..S>ria^ ,4ipong 
""thoftwxroaAba QbeidaK; and 4^e invmclble Caled 

Tut viv^ his ^adfa" bm- thr<^^ ., .ioi i^t^iii;!; 

-r^^ ; To^ «he, /forti ^. Syria. . th^ .jrj^flijpjis. ^fe^^e^ 

duoed Ciikia, with its capital TarXi^s^f ,^a^p^,§j^^ 
' ' i^^*!F ' ^^ ' A^^^^d A<e J fl w«s. flC. war to ^ ^wP^i of 
' fheEoxibe, aadihe o^igbbpurj^cMi.^l^Q^^^ 

To the Eq/i, they levelled the walls of Edefla and ^01^ 

* da^ 



I' 
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f ^ of Dam apd Nifibis, in the diift j and cojifoupded, 

f for e<terr<*f«^tellg atfp^arbarf i^ frf fe^ Perfia/ 

j To the Wtji they occupied ^hftiijiij}ft£gf Libanus, 

r kSduif^ng ift • tkdbWirBmifPhnfcni|^i|IP|«^vi^^ m mari- ^ 

[ ineii-'' «fi fleer dPMeftteemibjijft^^ fc^j;^ was equfp-^ 

pfcff;^ aixd th^ IttHj^rialrvwyjofit^e g^ftU^^Jed before^ 
the^nktfVifs'of'^cfte^pfctoii M^beSatrteffta^r^^ mailers of 

1^" the U^i ^Ihe iflwidsabf .G^pr*itkfiyipW ^Y-- 

dades/vtetefikcttfllvei^ capofed^|JWiifr#ea^1ou 

^ ' 4IL" 'AniroWf the Wnqueror jp^ Egij^T© was the off- [ 

^ f()rHig of i ndtbridu^frgjftitaite, ^6 ailj^dged the ghild, 

from, the 'prc>of of* r{foibbbacc^1t<x>:i\afit, the pldeft^ 
{^htrldttrs. Th6 merit ?pFiAmiJ«tfJifJiAd\been 4if-* 

' 't)la;yed in all iheM^lfei ari4iflqQ[effjDfi<Syn§^ and he 

nnilred^ wift ihe tettifW^ of .^st (cl^fyitlW: Jaipur ^f ap 

-idifetiiiirous foldierr- j^'fcct;dfin^2(t^;5Jfidina, the 

' M^Bt^l^iF^t (^^ The 

f^^ c^^AM Uijlhe^the^'^&ii^t '4^^ fcyroetarj 

^^y^^ylie^^ercifv^^ Airp?ife #.(3mar^ 'i AUi^^* 
^tajii'^e Yiiodeft-SatiH^^ ?'-^tJi6-^fiK0Kl itfelf, withpift 
^V ih1b arrn:^crf Us^^aft^i S^-'witfeer^&a^erjPQr more. 
I V;^^ighty Ithihi^v^Vtl if ^haw^k ^hc j)oet.'*. 
''fein hfe diojp i!ri.ya the 

tnjAed indeed- ill Gc^f >but.'^ ijd;;i:oropared thjs 

flender force of th&.lf pflem^^ uddi idler gfrcatnjefs of ;he 

^'lf0¥^xS^^ hccoV^miitA hig oyki iralhnaRi ;^in this pei:^ 

"ifli^itj^^ heidt^«i* ihikf^f ictJA chance.' 

^^4^i]kt6ii%id tn%^e^ bk)i)]atiQn of Ga^a^, 

.,,;.: * ^^ * -;. K ^ ovist- 



•M* P^eum MnkMMm art 



f advaa<ft3ari<fc) t » ; i i a < i! f ») V 9i i4^ f g 9 i imMf^^Z 

abty pit«M/fp£|nll9l«ii^HBHlfaa4<»(i«ol«I^Hl ^ 
Idled hif p|)f(^i^n(Bji;fP2iiif ^9n«im«(taif(Ei|lW9fip]»q^3 lo 

•mil of jiHb W>W »<^»«rttdhy^q(Jileqii«t ifi li« i a ib £7 
mne of ^f^,^piSf^mkAl9tfi9fimikm^fl^^ttct 

f>y the jaiBQlifif^^l^^ a94^.4l>%p9plkf !¥)9<!|«M 
the dewqjijrf ife 6B«l*f^<fi||taiipnf i^ 
noaoQMl itheChiift 14 one peiifon, but iti tvo V9tfvm*biut 

pefim qf i9gti9mili\lfl'>^ld»Li»A^ 
to Alfifa^lllTifiti^^i^ 

the ^4^# |;^bhs(nSnnMHI$«l4iil») ^fi >j ll»tfcil ii03 
1 •» • «"! 



of hittt^9^otA»^ifadf»0fK>m^tifq^ 

dfluaki <iii^3«iilMiiplieMi3Sr ^ m4<!i^,*muf^ki^ 

left of AlfarilliifciKdalNMt m^WIUUi9^ ft» JN^di ^ 

of AlhAtdik 9 » l i >Ai<ritf; <ltflrt^^i!trii}l<riia^ 

aiid4MHM9 <^v} a< *Q^ caunsq soo oi ilruD sdt baaouon 
gcammar; «t his tcqneft thg^HttBiidW^g faHtt l ^^^ 

41133 «« pre- 



** ought to be deftfoyed." The fentcncQtP'fl.'Vxecuted 

l«ed<^i^Aeliihi«n»tioi4i«i^MN#^ city. 

UdtititiQfiilras fii;^ dttcn^it^d bg!>|kffr9qp« fff.tbcicaliplt 
4llllifai&iii^'<:A<iiriarBi^a£ (uSiytUhn^tliuK^ i^ftkiam was 
■«»ifiliHBiett. bf^- JUo&Uahii -irho djipphatipd the con* 
ywr br fariiitiitiBBattflf £gype.n 'Tlie qwljr^Mtfiifeifiea 
^iMMalfaSi^.arfdJiif €Billttl:<pee«'}hft4r«9(iemmended 
"idtibsttt ths isBpoDiattt/o£keiof^aafi;4bu)g-,t^e^oTan; 
'id ftsdtc^sjrfed im tmft^ >ciMri»|i|ed Ac ^afff^^eniei 
4^6 arK*s ttiunhtiurrhadc iniuic* .vid fted tp^i^^ooa t» 
idqaipetthsijaAic&iaC'tbftapoftle} :yhen;^wr cii^ was 
iftrMuicdi Jds p«r«k»r>wa> rela^^idy;. gtsfue^.to tbe 
>$ifatiea(ietto&Qttpnti* - to » natfea'^f i^^^^j^ JUxlal- 
:4iAii«i|»Taib^ed/ia»rthe Mdc^; m^ n^tUdeKtrous 
> ^V&iriam iiF»bm£^rt)t» M 9dm»)9)B4/ji;)to^. 4be vn. 

^0iidi»ihe>kdli^;likileni!9.bef9c«>4>r palls^of Ikipoli, 
-aimarittmeiotyt.:; Th«,(iege of it wm iotfii9afMd.t^ 
-du)jff>fQ»dk«f:t<bff frfl!^,, Cxr«£ory)> theJxmo^iof 
•aba «aipmtt ABl«ttfttiP£. to-nqna lurodred^aiDd-itveiiqr 
.4^e«luid*>Mtkf i«^ortdeffa(ad<4)y (il^ i«vj|)^^^ 
filptBS ;dGragory htmfejtfieil hy tfte^aod pf .£fii^)cw»iw^ 
.(iftei|waBd»>tecafnfe)the!advefi&if of) ^Vaiu}r;^<y^(^ 
h^tititfiiifhi- . < 'Bttt (thoagftf t^ ,pr«ru«vaIrM^ 44^ 
^rnnplatdLtte fttwey of<flief4Pnq«efpii.fjflt 1^ IflJI^ 
5«mI tte pfogr^ioftan epiii(mc4Mg;^.jpsff^f^3i 



fea«:«PEgyp«?:'n5^n3i 9rtl ".bayotibb sd o 

pMBe!d1}y<tfil^affll^ttd^«(!briiewa%r]B8irs9 and the 
sLTms'Hf tHi myi^i/fyniifilk vmi kintoii \ttf the op» 
f^tiShS^i^ flits B^8lnftasiibiikifttt3i^;3sabi the cries of 
t!ftm?mbfe m^fiA^e&.> ^Miti9:i66fiFi iBlrhctide of. 
j^etiq^gfiEilr iM^tatlHyiusA totiirviwAnied Akbah. 
He iiTii^ehed^ft>d<is BaffiAafcusiat4h^iie9d (^tea thoa- 
f&i^Rffhl!rc'!b¥i^e& ^rafe^ ; {tetelndiMbiAitoiagfa NumU 
^ki'-ihi'titiXhieA' the-VetftiifcK ih^bM&o&l^/and the 
jg;*«ie4jtf(irf;i'^Tfe6 iafr^fOf^Aktelk^if^ diecked by 
tfib'^k>({j^^ a «|Mik4te& oOeanr^t he^red his 
VofBi^ill^^hy >»z^%fy -abdrne^scUiiraddrliiirifa&'ione of a 
i^'fiaili? i«''i6f^'God>!'tfliif «t>atf6w&Biiot Aopped 
^ bftWfSS? U^mSi^i' «illr>'gono^isq thfc itoknown 
•^^%d^bH^ii>f ^fhd^^efH i|freadihf([|ii^e.aiiky.of thy 
^Ti(9y>nk^, tm pli^yh^toith«&fifa»iiktfaDTtbdlioas 
**"n3fifcn«'Wh<hi?6«H?^ sl^ dlt«sra3«Kti^hainihee."— 
I^'AM)!^: 'was'dtiSble^ ]^efeHr^i««ManOBonquefts. 
&dr^e j^ fl^e ^«^^n^«frtednb?<<b«cfoifrounding 
iWia^fifiiR" ioiilyltft hira f&e coS'ttlatloBHafsan hoDour- 
al^a^aii- HiS'Kt^llfbtJ^^ift-tt^to^Midit^oun- 
^i^g^^hB-'^te^f ^tiy- n'^'m df'vtawries^ .iwimu van. 

^'"F!i^%t^fii^'d^ettld"^#^iill«>Kre(lfifte, eil^ 
'^^iia(i?ai^to^it(tkie>^1h«:^ili|yeAi<^ANba£w§Ai}a>. 

^ Wl m mt^m^M^^^infooi^Vf thbtJftiui<|Bdi. 
^''■•' • ^ " Haflanj 
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tloari, r«fe in anni on eveiy fide. The coiU|i|#:.^ 

jjwt. iMtiftfifti tgrwWit tiilftn iwit lagaift EMdlad^#]Ms 
;»^^«ifc t%#^ fl>ju fkn atwiainfnigiiir r/ MtA. «>«mI -W^ ni^i^. 

wfitHiM fhf DStfiuitijto ibfi kJBin fif 'Smin r iLM^i/ndai 

^Wfcji4aiBhifrbM«| iiT?(Hbairibci4A>ti9«giii tot 



Jn\m. The aid of a {<!i^-^f^^yiH^^<ii^i^, k^ 
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givisg way, .«* tb« engmy « .\Mfei3iaW**^ife^,iuJ><-' 
« bind ; wWlbtr H!P»ld;X^P ftr /l.;F^g|fw ^iir g^* 

" ral: I wiefelxed.^tJ>cr.^iMf^K49Bi9i[^ 
« pie oothft#i;ofl«te.kaiig,p£tl^^^ej^g'Vy)|j|;^S^^ 

ample rflfiaved iheJMrttls i th«fe^^/<pa^|ij5,iyQ/(«j« 
«f Witwa..cotft>aB4«d the;«?^fo.;9f,^tbei,^ly-jjdi^jr 
and tbeGk>thfie tniqr;T»9!fei«0e4'^r!A?»k<>Jfl^ift(!5%i 
fligbt orputfaitofiUift^rrpi^iowin^ ^^](%5„y^p^5^ 
hirafelf efiDapei a GDMier'rdmt^ tg> peri& mprq %B9&IX 
in the wateu of the .B;^^ , Jke ^ of f^r^v^s^^ 
. affiiulted aad t»ksa,i. x\»,Sr>frii9fi^. of fis^ g^£§f 

duced; andT8okjdiroa!9g||^.|»?Pc^.fr9»?.Ahsfei? 

to tbe TagWu^ppmred i» WBJif B4?r/^|g jR?il%j>( J* 

ledo- Thcig»ifi.wr9Ppen^ltfti^^i;^;^^fc^ 

.and teafonahk ^tua^t^iS. • TJkttjtg^ si^i^ms 

.rally rewat4td.tke l«WI*.«P«b<jfe^fifS|^ip|»%:fiEI? 

-was indebted /fof .hiiiwftwwSttWi!SHB}%»99Si/?iW* 

. bk march heyimd A9.M^'*99(,?S'^9imijS^fi^ 

terminated by thp BiJirjaqftPv^<9Hn.9?.$^^u zsAsdiT 

The en¥lR qC Mu(a..waf pravpj«5i,ibyj *fe|ftKp%iS 

hit lieuteiwmt^7j A* tbe^h«4 «?<[; )^n ,||i«>u^j^|L 

. he pafledoTer i»p«rfon {rpq^:J>^iff}t^iUf,Sfff^»M 

reduced J)y fewlpe ;t^;'a«cieq^.si»Jt*!jS; fi»f£lfi!?lrr 

The intetvi*fr bftVSpn 5««^,.*wll3n}LlSft<»tfiM4 

. formal ; the former ^temaadft} ft grj4 i?ificgu^c^ ^ 

. treafures of $P9io J and , the gallaatTa^il^ gff^ ¥J!fRW 

. foned, reviled, itnd Cpwjtged by^fep SOffiFngsis^i^^ 

Yet ft) pure wMthe Kal.,pf ihfj WiiBi|>veJ^5g^Jji| 

after this .«nd«gnJl<yv Tarik.9oi^.fejr|e^5n^^^ 

with there4tt£^i9n.of thcTa»??gqj»efg^|gSi|«^ ajj. 

The exp^U^Ji^ff i^vife «??<» JwA^kjke«,«5«^ 



4)(Bfe, but h^^reftft wu aill.fiikd ^Rrith UMt«^ow cf 
jouth ; th« pofle/Hon of Sjiain wa^ cotlBd^i by i him 
as only the j^ft.fttt> toltlte!diotattraby<^£ii9<i^^ 
a powerful atm^eoii bf^ and kHllv^ 
Jhg to refOfih vi)e Fyfeae^^^ta €3}ih%tlflh^iit'DaaillqiB«l 
,I&Lly the ]dl^dotes^dP^he Fiaiofei^ftac^I^bin^ 
to preach the mify d^Odddn^te^^idtu oftbe'i^ 
irooi thence^ fubdttiilg't4)bB^t^a!^d$)6&j6aiT^^ 
propofed to folbw the ttmfe &(thii Dinqbcicbxhiiiii 
Ibufce to the EminAe^c^^. tc^j&mpSto^ efaft^Ckosk as 
^llomaa emjfkt ef Cenftaiftini>pIe^ttild^&o ikaaAe^bisiniiK 
acquiTuions with A^tk^b ^tbe pro^Ihdes QfBspiiA 
But the viOotiSty ebft<^u^yo« wu i^AMf^npnuded 4rfjhis 
diependanceand (b^vit^d^i -^Thef^oSg^^pf l^^rikd^ 
beetjL dated kt (ht ^^>tt^^of S>^Afta£iU|P^ ^ M^ iM|S 
vtcal|ed fc^pekbi^Ai^^ Hii^^kkig t^jui^tdi 

from Ce«|a toHObiMfl^affitfil^la^yiidi^l^ 
andlh)S.tr^^iiMrMH^%[^l f tM^t^ bf^eutl^ 

. TibffHa$ 1/1 Fdi^ihti,^^ W^^ ^ptVe^^^iU^i^^ 
and. danger o( th^^iptr^' i).y> hi? briAbiP l^otUtxaA^s 
.prefumptivehdr^'^^I^wifi»^ ^fervtfitir^libibwi 
Tdgnthef]^aaae?^6fViaory.'' nHddqWaM rdeirfwT«Ji 
die deliy of SfBitkiMr^ Wfiwx 

fued his march, aAd'jbtm^ SoUttitA^n Ihe chrame^c^ 
his (rial before a p^tta^l^fiidge^ h<i \tras c^nHifted^of 
vanity and £alfd200(l|ri^e itidignk^oHSgred to^a»Kt 
was avenged hj: l fiti^MaV pumSinlefM ) the' H^it^i^A 
commander was piibliclf 'whippdd^^fdf baniQied uitd«r 
the pretence of a plil^Wriiage to Mcica.i The fear^'W 
the caliph dedtkaiided «hi'i^kfr{^H6ft' dftlie^^^^^ &. 

under 
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CHAPTER XXJCVIII* 

THE TWO SIEGES OF CONSTANTINOPLE BY THE ARABS— 
THEIR II^ASION OF FRANCE, AND DEFEAT BY CHARLES 
MARTEL— CIVIL WAR OF THE OMML«)ES AND ABBASSft>ES 
—LEARNING OF THE ARABS— LUXURY OF THE CALIPHS— 
NAVAL ENTERPRISES ON CRETE, SICILY, AND ROME— DE- 
CAY AND DIVISION OF THE EMPIRE OF THE QALIPHS— 
DEFEATS AND VICTOJIIES OF TNJE GREEK EMP£&ORS. 

KoRTY-SIX years after the flight of Mahomet from 
Mecca, his difciples appeared in arms tftnder the walb 
of Conftantinople. The prophet had afferted, that the 
fins of the firft army which befieged the city bf the 
Casfars, were forgiven ; and the cah'ph Moawiyah was 
impatient by this meritorious expedition to expiate the 
guilt of civil blood. His ftandard was entrulled to So- 
phian, a veteran warrior ; and the troops were ani« 
mated by the prelence of Yczid, the fon and prefump- 
tive heir of the commander of the faithful. £a. d. 
668.] The navat forces of the Saracens paffed through 
the unguarded channel of the Helleijpont, and the 
troops were difembarked near the palace of Hebdo- 
mon, feven miles from the city. But the folid and 
lofcy walls of Conftantinople were guarded by numbers 
and diicipline ; and the Arabs were difmayed by the 
(Irange and prodigious effefts of artificial fire. This 
effeCluai refiftance diverted their arms to the more 
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eafy fpoil of the adjacent country ; and oh the ap- 
proach of winter, they retreated to the ifle of Cyzicus, 
fourfcore miles from the capital, where they had efta^ 
blifhed their magazines of plunder and provifions. Yef 
fo patient was their petfeverancej that they repeated in 
the fix following fummers the fame attack and retreat j 
till the gradual lofs of thirty thoufand Mofleras com* 
pelled them to relinquifh the fruitlefs enterprife» 

The event of the fiege raifed the reputation of the 
]S.oman arms ; the Greek ambaffador was favourably 
received at Damafcus ; a truce of thirty yeafs was rati- 
fied between the two fmpires ; and the commander o^ 
the faithful was reduced to fubmit to the annual tri« 
bate of fifty horfes of a noble breed, fifty flaves, and 
three thoufand pieces of gold. [a. d. 677-] This 
.Was raifed durii^g the tevolt of Arabia and Perfia to a 
liave^ an horfe, and a thoufand pieces of gold for each 
of the three hundred and fixty-five days of the folar 
year } but no fooner had Abdalmalek united again the 
empire, than he difclaimed the badge of fervitude, and 
difcontinued the tribute ; and the Greeks were difabled 
from adion by the mad tyranny of Juftinian the Sq^ 
cbnd, and the frequent change of his fucceffors. 

The fecond fiege of Conftantiiiople tvas undertaken 
in the reign of the caliph Soliman. [a^ d* 716.] 
Anaftafius, who then fwayed the Roman fceptre, con^^ 
ceived the defign of burning the naval (tores of the 
^nemy; but the enterprife was defeated by the treachery 
of the troops, wha murdered their chief, and invefted 
Theodofius, a fimple ofiicer of the revenue, with the 
purple* Theodofius, after a precarious reign of fome 
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months, funk into the cloyfter, arid Tcfrgned iht 
throne, with the defence of the capital and the empire, 
to the firmer hand of Leo, the ifaurian. Moflemab, 
the brother of the caliph, invefted Conftantinople with 
an army of one hundred and twenty thoufand Arabs 
and Perfians j and expeded the approach of the navies 
of Egypt and Syria. The hoftile fleet of eighteen hun- 
' dred (hips appeared before the mouth of the harbour ; 
but while they hefitated whether they (hould enter it, 
the £ire«(hips of the Greeks were launched againft 
them ; and in a few hours an armada was deilroyed 
which threatened to extirpate the Roman name. The 
death of the caliph Soliman wa$ (till a more fata? and 
irreparable lofs ; Omar, who fucceeded him, was a 
fcrupulous and ina£live bigot ;* the fiege was continued 
through the winter rather by his negleft than refolu^ 
tion ; the feafon proved uncommonly rigorous ; the 
natives of Egypt and Arabia lay torpid and almoft 
Itfelef?, in their frozen camp ; difeafe and fatnine had 
entered their tents ; and the hopelcfs Moflemab, after 
a fiege of thirteen months, received fronr the caliph 
the welcome permiflion of retreat. 

The deliverance of Conftantinople may be princi- 
pally afcribed to the terrors and the efficacy of the Greek 
fre^ From the obfcufe hints of the Byzantine writ- 
ers, it (hould feem that the principal ingredient was 
the napthay or liquid bitumen ; this was mingled' with 
fulphur, and the pitch that is extrafted from green firs; 
and fand, urine, or vinegar, were the only remedies 
that could damp the fury ofthi«powcrfol agent, which 
ipas npuriflied and quickened by the element of water; 

and 
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ind wasjtiftly denominated by the Greeks the liquid, or 
the maritinie, fire. For four hundred years the fecret 
of the compofition was confined, by the moft jealous 
precautions, to the Romans of the Eaft ; it was aX 
length difcoirered and ftole by the Mahometans ; and 
I was continued to be ufed to the middle of the four-? 
teenth century, when the compound of nitre, fulphur, 
and charcoal, effefied a new revolution in the art of 
V^ar. 

The Greek fire might preferve Conftantinople, and 
exclude the Arabs from the Eaftern entrance of Eu- 
rope ; but in the Weft, on the fide of the Pyrenees, 
the conquerors of Spain foon invaded the provinces of 
Gaul. [a. d. 751.3 The weaknefs of the race of 
Glovis had delegated all power to the mayor of the pa- 
lace, and that domeftic oiBcer was become the minifter 
of the nation, and the mafter of his prince. The no- 
bles were tempted to defpife the imbecility of the mo- 
narch, and to imitate the ambition of the mayor.— 
jfLmong thefe, the moft fuccefsful was Eudes, duke of 
Aquitain, who in the fouthern provinces of Gaul 
ufurped the authority 'and title of king. The firft in- 
vafion of the Saracens was repelled by his arms ; but 
the ambition of the Moflems was ftimulated by re- 
venge ; they repaflfed the Pyrenees ; occupied Nar- 
bonne,.Languedoc, Gafcony, and Bourdeaux ; and 
the fouth of France, from the mouth of the Garonne 
to that of the Rhone, aifumed the manners and religion 
jof Arabia. 

The fpirit of Abderame fcorned thefe narrow limits; 
tt^e veteran corumander adjudged to the ob^ience of 

S3 the 
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the prophet whatever yet remained of France or of 
Europe ; at the head of a formidable hod he prepared 
CO execute the fentence. Near Aries an army of Chrit 
tians, who attempted the relief of that city, was de- 
feated ; the vidorious Abderame pafled without op- 
pofition the Garonne and Dordogne ; and Eudes, who 
beyond thofe rivers had collected another army, was 
overthrown in a fecond battle. The Saracens overran 
the provinces of Aquitaiq, planted their ftandards on 
the walls of Tours and Sens, and ravaged the kingdom 
of Burgundy as fat as the cities of Lyons and Bs- 
fan^on. 

The danger which threatened Chriflendom was 
averted by the genius and fortiine of Charles, the ille* 
gitimate fon of the elder Pepin ; and who, with the 
titles of mayor or duke of the Franks, reftored th^ dig^ 
nity of the throne, and criifhed the rebels of Germany 
and GauL la the public danger, he was fqmmoned 
by the voice of his country ; and his rival, the duke of 
Aqiiitain, was reduced to appear among the fugitives^ 
and fuppliants. No fooner had he coUeAed his forces, 
than he fought and found the enemy between Tours 
and Pohiers. Daring the fix firft days of defuUory 
combat, the borfemen and archers of the Eaft main- 
tained their advantage ; but in the clofer onfet of the 
feventh day, the Orientals were oppreffed Uy the 
ftrength and ftature of the Germans, The epithet of 
Martelj the hammer^ which has been added to the 
name of Charles, was expreflive of his weighty ftrokes; 
and the valour of Eudes was provoked by refentment 
and emulation. Abderame was flain j the Saracens 
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retired to their camp ; the various tribes turned their 
arms againft each other, and each emir confulted hJs 
fafety by a feparate retreat. Aquitain was recovered 
by the arms of Eudes ; the Arabs never refumed the 
conqueft of Gaul ; and they were foon driven 
beyond the Pyrenees by Charles Martel and his valiant 
race. 

The lofs of an army in the Weftern world was lefs 
painful to the court of Damafcus than the progrefs of 
a domeftic competitor. The caliphs of the houfe of 
Ommiyah were favourably regarded by the Syrians 
alone ; and the eyes of the faithful were turned to- 
wards the line of Hafliem, and the kindred of the 
apoflle of God. The line of the Fatimites was either 
rafh or pufiUanimous $ but the defcendants of Abbas^ 
the uncle of Mahomet, cheriflied with difcretion the 
hopes of their rifing. fortunes, fx. d. 746.] Ibra* 
him, the fifth in defcent from Abbas, was fupported by 
the wiflies of the province of Chorafan ; and tne go- 
vernor was driven from the city and palace of Mera 
by the arms of Abu Moflem, the author, as he is. 
termed, of the Cail of the Abbaffides. In the diftinc- 
tion of parties, the Fatimites aflumed the grcm ; the 
Ommiades the wbJte ; and ihe black was adopted by 
the Abbaffides. From the Indus to the Euphrates, 
the Eaft was convulfed by the quarrel of the white and 
black factions ; Ibrahim was indeed feized by a de^* 
tacfament of cavalry, and periflied in the dungeons of 
Haran; but his two younger brothers, Sa£fah, and 
Almanfor, eluded the fearch pf the tyrant; and Saf- 
fah, fgrtified by the approach of his Eadern friends, 
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afcended the pulpit, and preached a$ the lawful fuc« 
ceflbr of the prophet. On the banks of the Zab, the 
important conteft was decided ; the caliph, Mervaa 
the Fourteenth, and the lafl of thelioufe of Ominiyah> 
animated his army by his prefence and example ; but 
he was forced to yield to the enthufiafm of the black 
troops, conduced by Abdallah, the uncle of his com- 
petitor. The vanquiflied caliph crofled the Euphrates, 
and, without halting in Paleftine, pitched bis laft camp 
on the banks of the Nile ; he was purfued and attack* 
cd by Abdallah ; [a. d. 750. Feb. 10.} and the lance 
of an AbbaOide terminated the life of Mervan, and 
eftablifhed the authority of SaiFah. 

In the prorcription of the Ommiades, a royal youth 
of the name of Abdalrahman alone efcaped the rage of 
his enemies, and reached the vallies of Mount Atlas, 
His prefence in the neighbourhood of Spain revived 
the zeal of the white fa£lion } the acclamations of the 
people faluted his landing on the coaft of Andalufia ; 
[a* d. 755O and Abdalrahman, after a fuccefsful 
ftruggle, eftabllfhed the throne of Cordova, and was 
the father of the Ommiades in Spain, who reigned 
above two hundred and fifty years from the Atlantio 
to the Pyrenees. The example of the Ommiades was 
imitated by the real or fiftitious progeny of Ali, the 
Edriffites of Mauritania, and the more powerful Fati- 
jnites of Africa and Egypt. In the tenth century, the 
chair of Mahomet was difputed by three caliphs, who 
reigned at Bagdad, Cordova, and Cairoan, a city of 
Africa founded by Akbah ; the three rivals excom- 
muaicated each other^ and agreed only in a principle 
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of difcord, that a fedary Is more odious than anun« 
believer. 

Almanfor, the brother and fucceffor of Saffah, laid 
the foundations of Bagdad, the imperial feat of his 
pofterity ; the chofen fpot is on the Eaftern bank of 
the Tigris ; and fuch was the rapid increufe of the^ 
new capital, th^t the funeral of a popular faint might 
be attended by eight hundred thoufand men, and fixty 
thoufaud women of Bagdad and the adjacent villages. 
The Abbaffides foon difdained the abftincnce of the 
firft caliphs, and afpired to emulate the magnificence 
of the Perfian kings ; Almanfor left behind him, after 
his wars and buildings, in gold and filver, about thirty 
millions fterling. This treafure was exhaufted in a 
few y^ars by the oftentatioi^s liberality of his 'children ; 
and their profufion was equalled by the Ommiades of 
Spain^ who fupported with rival pomp the title of 
commander of the faithful* 

Under the reign of the Ommiades, the ftudies of 
the Moflenis were confined to the Interpretation of 
the korauj, and the eloquence and poetry of their na- 
tive tongue. After their civil and doipeftic wars, the 
fubjeds of the Abbaffides found leifure, and felt curi- 
ofity, for the acquifition of profane fcience. This 
fpirit was fir ft encauraged by the caliph Almanfor, 
who fuccefsfuUy applied himfelf to the ftudy of aftro- 
nomy ; his defigns were completed by his grandfon 
Almamon, who diligently collefted from Conftanti* 
nople, Armenia, Syria, and Egypt, the volumes of 
Grecian fcience. The zeal and curiofity of Almamon 
yf^xc iwta(ed by fiicceeding princes of the line of 
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Abbas ; their rivals the Fatimites of Afiica^ and the 
Ommiades of Spain, were equally the patrons of the 
learned ; and the rewards of literature were diflfufed 
from Samarcand and Bochara to Fez and Cordova. 

The Arabs applied thetnfelves principally to the 
fciences oFaflronomy and medicine ; the agronomical 
tables of Bagdad, Spain, and Samarcand, corred fome 
minute errors, without daring to renounce the hypo- 
thecs of Ptolemy ; and the wifdom and honefty of the 
aftronomer are debafed by the vain predidions of 
aflrology ; but in the fcience of medicine, the Arabians 
have been defervedly applauded. The names of 
Mefua and Geber, of Razis and Avicenna, are ranked 
with the Grecian maPiers ; and in Spain, the life of 
the catholic princes was entrufted to the Ikili of the 
Saracens. To their induftry, chemiftry owes its crigia 
and improvement. They firft invent€d and named 
the alembic for the purpofes of diftillation, analyfed 
the fitbilances of the three kingdoms of nature, tried 
the difttndion and affinities of alkalis and acids, and 
converted the poifonous minerals into foft and falutary 
medicines. Bqt as the Arabs advanced in learning, 
that invincible enthufiafm, which was excited by the 
third of martyrdom, and the vifion of paradife, infenn* 
biy abated ; the fword of the Saracens became lefs 
formidable when their youth was drawn away from the 
camp to the college, and when the armies of the faith* 
ful prefumed to read and rcBed. 

Puring the diOenfions of the Ommiades and Abbafi* 
fides, the difgrace of tribute was impofed on the com- 
manders of the faithful} a fevere letributioa was 
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exaOed by Mohadi, the third caliph of the new dy<» 
nafty. His fecond fpn, Harun, encamped under tbq 
wklls of Conftantinople, whilft Irene, and her infant 
fon Conftantine, were feated on the Byzantine throne. 
J]a. B. 73i*3 The retreat of the Saracens was pur* 
chafed by the emprefs with art annual tribute of feven-* 
ty thoufand dinars of gold. Five years after this ex- 
pedition, Harun, known by the furname of MRaJhid^ 
the Jujiy afcended the throne of his father,'and his elder. ^ 
brother Nicephorus, wl^o fucceeded Irene, refufed the 
tribute, and refolved to obliterate this badge of fervw 
tude and difgrace. *' Reftore," faid he, in his letter 
to the caliph, " the fruits of your injuftice, or abide the ' 
♦' determination of the fword." The anfwer of the 
caliph was of tremendous brevity \ " In the name of 
^* the moft merciful God, Harun al Kafhid, com* 
** mander of the faithful, to Nicephorus, the Roman 
^* dogt I have r^ad thy letter, O thou fon of an un^ 
^f believing mother. Thou fhall not hear, thou flialt 
•* behold xny reply,'* It was written in characters of 
blood and fire on the plains of Phrygia ; and the war- 
like celerity of the Arabs could only be checked by the 
deceitful profeffions of repentance. But the trium- 
phant caliph had fcarcely retired before the peace was 
violated by Nicephorus. . His return was attended by 
the defeat of the perfidious Greek, who efcaped from 
.thjB field of battle with three wounds ;' the torrent oP 
the invaders deluged the furface of Afia Minor, and 
fwept away the pontic Heraclea ; Nicephorus was com- 
pelled to fubmit, and the coin of the tribute was^ 
inarked M^itb the image and fuperfcription of Harurt 
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and his three fons. Thefei after the death of their &• 
ther, were involved in civil difcord ; and the conque- 
ror, the liberal Almamon, engaged in the introJuftion 
of fcience, tacitly rdinquiOied his claim to the Roman 
tribute. 

A band of Andalufians, the fubjefts of the white 
party, had invaded the dominions of the black caliphs. 
They had poffefied themfelves of Alexandria ; but the 
approach of Almamon himfelf compelled them to re- 
tire. The fertility of Crete, which they had already 
tailed, attracted their defij'cs ; with forty galHes they 
returned to the attack ; [a. d. 8i j.] they wandered 
fearlefs and unmoleded, over the ifland ; but when 
they defcended with their plunder to the fea coaft, 
their veffels were in flames. Their chief Abu Caab 
confeflfed himfelf the author of the mifchief ; *' of 
♦* what do you complain ?*' faid the crafty'emir ; '' I 
^^ have brought you to a land flowing with milk and 
•* honey. Here is your true country ; repofe fron* 
** your toils, and forget the barren place of your na- 
^* tivity/'* '* And our wives and children ? ' "Your 
^^ beauteous captives will fupply the place of your 
^' wives, and in their embraces you will Ibon become the 
*^ fathers of a new progeny ;" the advice was relifli- 
cd ; the timber of Mount Ida foon repaired the lofs of 
their navy ; and thefe licentious corfairs, for one hun- 
dred and thirty-eight years, derided the inefFedual arms 
and curfes of the princes of Condantinople, 

The fcvcrity of the Grecian emperor had cpndemned 
.^n amorous youth to the amputation of his tpngue, 
£or flealiQg a. nun from her clo.yfler. Euphemius ^p^. 

^ pealed 
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pealed to the reafon and policy of the Saracens of 
Africa ; and fopn returned with the imperial purple, a 
fleet of one hundred (hips, and aft irmy of feven hun- 
dred horfe, arid ten thoufand foot; [a.d. 827.3 but 
the apoftate was flain before the walls of Syracufe, and 
his African friends were refcued from impending ruin 
by a reinforcement of their Andalufian brethreni 
For ftfty years Syracufe ntaintained the feith which fltft 
had fworn to Chnft and to Csefar; [a.d. &78.] in 
ihe laft and fatal fiege the citizens withftood the 
affaults of the befiegcrs above twenty days ; but with 
the capture of Syracufe, the religion and language of 
the Greeks, in Sicily, were' eradicated j the Arabian 
fquadrons iflued from the harbours of Palermo, Bi^ 
ferta, and Tunis, and plundered the coafts of Calabrfa 
and Campania ; and Italy muft have fallen an «afy ac- 
ceffion to the empire of thejpfophet, had the Mahome* 
fans been unked t but the ealiphs of Bagdad had loft 
their authority : the' Aglabites and Fatimites ufurped 
the provinces of Africa ; the emirs of Sicily afpired to 
Independence ; and the arn>s of the Mofleraa were 
Confined to predatory inroads. 

Rome partook in the fufferings of proftrate Italy ; a 
fleet of Saracens from the African coaft entered the 
Tyber ; [a. d. 846.] they infulted the fuburbs, -and, 
pillaged with rapacious zeal the tombs and temples, of 
St. Peter and St. Paul. Their divifions faved the ca- 
pital frorti the yoke of the prophet of Mecca. In the 
preffing (emergency of affairs, the vacant apoftolical 
chair was filled by Leo the Fourth ; and thc> unani- 
mous choice of that pomifF wa^ the fafety of the cburcli 

and 
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and city. The ancient walls were repaired by the coQi« 
mand of Leo ; fifteen towers were ereded m the mod 
accef&ble ftations ) and a chain was drawn acrofs the 
fiream of the Tybef to impede the afctiit of a hoftite 
aavy. 

Thefe precautions were foon found neceflfary. A 
fleet of Arabs and Moors call anchor before the mouth 
of the Tyber: and their difcipUne and numbers 
threatened a ferious defign of conquefl: and dominion ; 
but Leo had negoclated an alliance with the free and 
maritime dates of Gayeta, Naples^-and Amalfi i in the 
hour of danger, their gallics appeared in the port of 
Oftia, under the command of Cdcfarius, the fon of a 
Neapolitan duke, a valiant youth who had already van- 
qui(hed the Saracens, [a. d. 8494] The Moflems 
advanced to the attack ; but the Chriftians had ob- 
tained the advantage, when a fudden tempefl: con^ 
founded the ikill, and completed the deftrudion of 
their African adverfaries. The Italians were flieltered 
in a friendly harbour ; but the Saracens^ who efcaped 
the ilorm, fell into the hands of their implacable pur- 
Xuers ; the fword and the gibbet reduced the dange-> 
rous multitude of captives ; and the remainder was ufe*" 
fully employed to reftore the fecred edifices whidi 
they had attempted to fubvert* The r^ign of Leo the 
Pourth was dedicated to the defence and ornament of 
the Roman (late. The nations of the Weft and Norths 
who vifited the chrefliold of the apoftles, had gradu- 
ally formed the large and populous fuburb of the 
Vatican ; to encompafs this holy fpot ^ith walls and 
towers was the labour of the pontiff i^ and foui years 

were 
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^ert conrumed in the work by the iadefatigable Leo. 
I^A. D. 852*3 On the completionof it, with a pardon- 
able vanity, he b(^owed on the Vatican the t^qw name 
of the Lfa»/;i^ city. 

The emperor Th^ophilus, fon of Michael the Sfatn- 
merer^ was one of the moftaOive princes. who teigmtJ 
at Conftantinople during the middle age. Five times 
he marched againft the Saracens in per fon ; in hia 
hit expedition he deftroyed Sozopetra, in Syria, the 
birth-place of the caliph Motaffem.^ [a. d. 838.] The 
commander of the faithful was provoked by theinfult. 
The troops of *kak, .Syria, and Egypt, w:ere recruited 
from the tribes of Arabian and the Ttirkifii hordi». 
The caliph in perfon commanded the formidable army j 
and his vengeance .feH on Amorlum, in Pbrygia, th^ 
native city of the father of Theophiiu]&i the emperor 
embraced the generous refolution of defending in n 
battle the country of his anceftors ; he was compelled 
to fly before the fury of the invader^s; and his arm^ 
was only faved from a total defeat by the valour qf 
his P^pfian auxiliaries. Amorium was levelled wit|i 
the ground J and the caiiph, tired with deftru^on, 
returned to the neighbourhood of Bagdad. 

With Motaffem, the eighth of the Abbaflides, the 
glory of his family and nation expired. The mercc'^ 
nary forces of Motafilem had been recruited in the 
climates of the. North i and nfty thoufand Turks wen? 
introduced into the capital. Motadem himfelf had 
beheld with concern their licentious incKnations ; hm 
the life and the throne of his fon, Motawakkel, were 
terminated and fubverted by their treacherous fary. 

la 
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In foot years three commanders of the fahhfdl w^e 
facrificed to the atarice and rage of thefe foreign mer- 
-cenaries. Ac length the temped was divened ; the 
infolence of the Turks was curbed by a firm and 
ikilful band ; and their numbers were divided and de- 
firoyed in foreign war&re ; but their example firft 
taught the nations of the Eaft to trample on the fuc- 
ceflbrs of the prophet. 

In the two hundred and feventy^feventh year of the 
hcgira, in the neighbourhood of Cufa^ an Arabiaft 
preacher^ of the name of Carmeth> aflumed the flyle 
of a prophetj and converted the ruftic crowd j []a. d. 
890.] his myftic volume refined the precepts of the 
koran to a more fpiritual fenfe ; he relaxed the duties 
of ablution, fading, and pilgrimage, and nourifhed the 
fervour of his difciples by the daily repetition of fifty 
prayers. After the death of Carmetb, bis twelve 
apoftles difperfed themfelves among the Bedoweens ; 
thefe profefTed the faith of Carmeth, and vowed a 
blind fubmifEon to their imam. The mercenaries df 
the caliph were difmayed by the refolute zeal of the 
Carmathians, and of their leaders Abu Said, and fars 
fon Abu Taher. The cities of Racca and Baalbec, of 
Cufa and BafTora, wefe taken and pillaged, [a. d. 929.] 
Mecca itfelf was ftormed in a feflival of devotion, and 
Abu Taher trampled on the moft venerable relics of 
the Mahometan faith. It is needlefs to inquire by 
what means the Carmathians were finally extirpated ; 
it is fufficient to obferve, their fcft may be confidered 
as the fecond vifible caufe of the decUne and fall of the 
empire of the caliphs. 

The 
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The third and moft obvious catife was the weight 
and magnitude of the empire itfelf. In .the long and 
hereditary exercife of power, the lieutenants, of the 
caliphs aflumed the pride and attributes of royalty* 
^A. D. 800 — 941.3 ^^ Africa, the Aglabites and 
Edrijites erected their independent thrones, [a. d. 
813— 872, In the Eaft, the firfl: dyiiafty was that of 
the Taheritei, the pofterity of the valiant Taher^ who 
reigned over the province of Ghora&n. Thefe were 
fupplanted by an adventurer, who left his trade of a 
brazier (from whence the name of Soffarides) for tha 
prdfeffion of a robber, [a. d. 872—1902.] He fubdued 
Perfia, and threatened Bagdad} but after' his death, 
the throne of his fucceffor was overturned by the 
powerful dynafty of Samanides [a. d, ifA'^999^ 
who, at the invitation of the Abbaffides, paflfed 
the Oxus> ^anquifhed the Sofiarian armies/ and con^ 
tent with Tranfoxiana and Chorafan> fuffered the 
realms of Perfia to return for a while tp the allegiance 
of the caliphs. The provinces of Syria and Egypt 
were twice difmembered by the Turkifh Haves of the 
race of Toulon and Ikjhid; [a* d. 868—968.] and the 
potent dynafties.of the Toulonides and the Ikjbidites were 
for a ihort period famous and formidable ; yet both 
Egypt and Syria were recovered, and poffeffed by the 
Abbaffides during an interval of thirty years. In the 
decline pf the empire, Mefopotamia, with the cities of 
Moful and Aleppo, was occupied by the princes 
of Hdmadan. [a.d. 892--1001,] The language 
and genius of Perfia was reftored by three bro- 
ther, who eftabliflied the dynafty of ^the Bowides ; 

VolJI. T _ * [a.d. 
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[a^ d. 933— 1055.] ind from the Cafptan Sea to the 
Ocean, would fuffer no ryrai^ but thenifelves. Witb 
Radhi, the twentieth of the Abbaffides> expired the 
wealth and magnificeoce of the ancient caliphs : [_a. dw 
$36.} bis fucceflars were reduced to abje& mifbry ^ 
their dooiimons were confined withinr the waUs of 
Bagdad ^ defpoiled of the fceptre, they ftUl claimed 
the koran;. but their temporal and ^imal authority 
waa at length extingmOied by their fuccefsfiil riTalSy 
the Fatitmtes^ who vigoronfly aroTe from the extremity 
of Afiica^ and extending themfelves oVef Egypt and 
Syria, the monarch of the Nile infuited the humble 
pontiflF on the banks pf the Tigris. 

In the declining age of the caliphs, wh^ the Eaft« 
ern world was convoifed and broken^ die Greeks 
were roufed from their lethargy by the hopes of con- 
quefl; and revenge. Nicephorus Phocas>. in, the fubor* 
dinate ftatioa of general of the Eaft, reduced the iiland 
of Crete, and extirpated the neft of pirates which had 
fo long defied the Majefty of the empire, [a. d« 
960.} After the death of Romanus, his widow The^ 
ophania, fucceffively married Ificephorus Phocas, and 
his afiailin, John iSimifces, the two heroes of theage^ 
The two emperors profecuted their eonqueft from the 
hills of Cappadocia to the defert of Bagdad. The 
fieges of Mopfueftia and Tarfus firll erercifed the va* 
lour and pcrfevcrance of their troops ; the former was 
taken by afTault, the latter reduced by fiunine* After 
/ecuring the narrow pafies of Mount Amanus, the twa 
Roman princes repeatedly carried their arms into the 
heart of Syria ; and Antioch, in the depth of winter^ 

ia 



in ^ dark rainy nighty was furprifed by an adventurous 
fubaltern with three hundred foldiers, who fcaled the 
IvallS) and opened the gates to an army ftationed in 
the neighbourhood* Aleppo was betrayed by the dif* 
fentlons of its citizens and garrifon. Hierapoli^^ Apa^ 
jtnea, and Amefa fubmitted ; and the emperor Zimifces 
encamped in the delicious territory oE Damafcus* At 
the head of a vidorious army he crofled the Euphrates, 
belo^ the paflage of Mount Taurus ; overran the once 
famous cities of Edefla^ Martyropolis, Amida, and Ni- 
fibis ; and advanced with ardour to feize the virgin 
treafures of Bagdad t but thefe had already been diffi^ 
pated by the prodigality af domeflic tyrants } and this 
appreheniidns of Bagdad were relieved by the retreat 
of the Greeks. Tbirft and hunger guarded the defert 
of Mef^potamia ; and the emperor> fatiated witbgloty^ 
returnjed to Conftantinoplci By his iavafion, th« 
powers of the Eaft had been bent> not broken ; after 
the departure of the Greeks, the fugitive princes re« 
turned to their capitals ; thdr fubjeds difcl^med their 
involuntary oaths of obedience ; and of thefe conquefts, 
Antioch, with the cities of Gilipa> and the ifle of 
Cyprus, became the only permanent accelfions to the 
Roman empire* 
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CHAPTER XXXXX. 

STATE OF THE EASTERN EMPERE IN THE TENTH CENTURY 
•ItHE greeks) THE ARABS, AND THE FRANKS— ORIGIN 
AND DOCTRINE OF THE PAULICIANS— THE BULGARIANS 
—THE HUNGARIANS— THE RUSSIANS— CONVERSION OF THE 
BARBARIANS. 

In the tenth century, the proTinces which ftiU ac- 
knowledged the authority of the fuccefibrs of Con- 
ftantine, had been cad into a new mould by the infti- 
tution of the themes^ or miKtary governments ; but of 
thefe twenty-nine themes, twelve in Europe,^ and 
feventeen in Afia, the origin is obfcure, and the limits 
were fludfcuating. The vidories of Nicephorus^ John 
Zimifces, and Bafil the Second, enlarged the bounda- 
ries of the Roman name ; but in the eleventh cen* 
tury, the profpect was clouded, by new enemies and 
new misfortunes ; the relics of Italy were fwept away 
by the Norman adventurers> and almoft all the Afiatic 
branches were diflevered from the Roman trunk by the 
Turkifli conquerors. After thefe lofles, the emperors 
of the Comnenian family continued to reign from the 
Danube to the Peloponnefus, and from Belgrade to 
Nice, Trebizond, and the winding ftream of the Mean- 
der* The fpacious provinces of Thrace, Macedonia, 
and Greece, were obedient to their fceptre; thepofleffion 
of Cyprus, Rhodes, and Crete, was accompanied by 
the fifty illands of the ^gean, or Holy Sea; and the 

remnant 
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remnant of their empire tranfcends the meafure of the 
largeft of the Europeian kingdoms. ^ 

The fame princes might aflert with dignity and 
truth, that of all the monarchs of Chriftendom, they 
pofleiTed the greatefl: city, the moil ample revenue, and 
the mod flourifiiing and populous (late* A Jewifli 
traveller, who viHted Conftantihople in the twelfth 
century, declared that capital paid each day to her fo- 
vereign twenty thoufand pieces of gold. Michael the 
Third inherited one hundred and nine thouland pounds 
of gold, and three thoufand of filver, the fruits of the 
ceconomy of his mother Theodora, and her deceafed 
huiband. The vidorious armies of Bafil the Second 
were paid and rewarded^ without breaking into the 
mafs of two hundred thoufand pounds of gold (about 
eight millions fterling) which he had buried in the fub-» 
terraneous vaults of the palace. The fubjefts of the 
Byzantine empire were fiUl the mofl: dextrous of na« 
tions ; their country was blefled by nature with every 
advantage of foil, climate and fituation \ and in the 
fupport and reftoratibn of the arts^ their patient and 
peaceful temper was more ufeful than the warlike 
fpirit and feudal anarchy of Europe. 

The firft demand on the public revenue was for the 
pomp and pleafure of the emperor. The coafts and 
iflands of Afia and Europe were covered with the mag«- 
nificent, villas of the princes of Conftantinople \ the 
great palace, the centre of imperial refidence, was de- 
corated and enlarged by the wealth and emulation of 
fucceflive fovereigns ; and the long feries df apartments 
was adorned with a profufion of gold, filVer, and pre^ 

T 3 cious 
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cioui^ ftones* The dignity of th,e imperial throne was 
maintained by a folemn and ftudied filence ; and aU 
nrho entered the royal prefence, fell proftrate <m the 
ground, andkifled the feet of the emperor* 

A perpetttai'mterdid, ratified by the fabalous fan^* 
tibn of the . great Conftantine, and infcribed on the 
alt^r of St. Sophist precluded iht marriage of the Cae^ 
iars vith foreign nations. The alliance of Gopronymus 
with the daughtier of the king of the Giozars, was 
tenfutied in a fubfequent nign ; Romami^ whofe 
grandrdaughter bad married a Bu^^ian prince, was 
cohfidered as a plebeian ufiirper } but the nuptials of 
Romanus the Second, with Bertha of Frlhce or Italy, 
was juff ified by his Father^ Porjphyrogenitns ; and the 
Franks were honourably excepted from the general 
prohibition. The union was difiblved by the deadi of 
the virgin Ipoufe j the fecond wife of Romanus was of 
plebeian, but of Roman, birth. Of their two daughn 
rets, Theopfaabo and Anne, the eldeft was beftowed on 
the ibn of the great Otho ; Theophano governed, after 
the death of her father-in-law^ and hufband, during the 
minority of her fon, Rome, Italy, and Germany, with 
the approbation of her fubjeds ; Anne, the youngeft 
daughter, became the wife of Wolodomir, great prince 
bf Ruflia J the Grecian princefs was facrificed to the 
ttlHftance of a pagan of the North } yet her marriage 
proved fortunate and fruitful ; and the king of France, 
Henry I. fought a wife of imperial defcent on the bor- 
ders of Europe and Ghridendom, and obtained the 
daughter of her grandfon Jeroflaus. 
- The three great empires which, from thes^eof 

Charlemagne 
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Chatlemigne to that of the cra£ides, difplited the 
«rdrkl, v^erc the Greekft^ thcSaracens^ and the Franks, 
The Walth of the Greeks enabled thjwn to parchafe th^ 
fervice of the po0rer nations ; and to maintain a naval 
pdwer fdr the i»x>teAton of their coalli^ and the annoys 
ance of their enemiesJ Their invention of liquid fife 
vas emptoyed in fieges and fea-fighCB wiih terrible ef- 
fe£b ; but in the decifioa of battles^ fteel and iron wtrt 
ftill the ccmuiion inftramencs of deftro^bn ; their zt^ 
movir on a march vn» laid s^e in light <^riot8» and 
relu&antly refamedon the approach of an doemy ; their 
offenfive weapons coafiftedcf fwords* battle-axes^ and 
fpears ; but the Macedonian pike was fliortened a fourth 
of its length, and reduced to tvvelve cubits; Yet though 
the wealth and care of the Romin emperors could li* 
berally Aipply the arms of the Ibidier) it was impoffiblts 
to renew his debilitated mind; the Greeks were funk 
in their otimi efteem^and that lofth^irneighhours y and 
a cold hand and loquacious tongue was the general do* 
(criptbn of the nation. 

The Moflems, under the laft caliphs, had undoubfi- 
«dly degenerated from the high-fpirited enthufufm of 
the firfl; companions of the prophet ; but tihe latent 
fpark of fanaticifm ftill glowed in the heart of their re- 
ligion s die poor were alkered by the hopes of plunder^ 
the rich were amtxtious of death or vidory in the caufe 
of God. Their offenfive and defenfive arms were fimi« 
|ar in ftrength and temper to thofe of the Romans, 
whom they far excelled in the management of the 
horfe.and the bow. In their engagements tbey fuf- 
tained with patient firnmefs the (irft a^tack^ and feldom 

T 4 advanced 
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advanced to the charge till they could difcern and op-* 
prefs the laiBtude of their foe;. But if they were re« 
pxilfed, they knew not how to renew the combat: and 
ifaeir difmay was heightened by the fuperftitious pre- 
judices thai God had declared himfelf on the fide of 
their enemies. - ^ 

Tlie Franks, after the death of Charlemagne, bad 
been feparated into many hoftile and independent 
ftates ; the regal title was aflumed by the mod ambi<- 
tious chiefs ; and their private wars, which overturned 
the fabric of government, fomented the martial fprit of 
the nation. In the diforders of the tenth and eleventh 
centuries, every peafant was a foldier, and every village 
a fortification* Their love of freedom and of arms 
was felt, with confcious pride, by the Franks them- 
felves, and was obferved by the Greeks with terror and 
amazement. Retreat was confidered as flight,^ and 
flight as indelible infamy. In the age which preceded 
the inftitution of knighthood, the Franks were rude and 
unfldlful in the fervice of cavalry, and unpra£l|ff?d i^ 
the ufe of pikes, or miflile weapons ; they marched to 
battle, encumbered by the length of their fwords, the 
weight of their armour, and the magnitude of their 
fliields ; their independent fpjrit difdained the yoke of 
fubordination, and abandoned the ftandard: of their 
chief, if he attempted to keep the field beyond the term 
of their ftipubtion or fervice*. 

From the reign of Juftinian may be dated the gradual 
oblivion of the Latin tongue. That Jegiilator had 
compofed his inftitutes in a language which he cele- 
brates as thp proper ftyle of the Roman gqvcrnment.-r?- 

But 
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But this" foreign dialed was unknown to the people 
and foldiers of the Afiatie provinces ; and was but im<» 
perfeftly underftood by the greater part of the inter* 
preters of the laws, and the mintfters'of the ftate. The 
fevcfal parts of his jurifprudence were fucceffively 
tranflated, and the verfion obtained a legal as well a$ 
popular eitablifhment in the Byzatitine monarchy.—* 
The birth and refidence of fucceedin^ princes eftranged 
them from the Roman idiom. Tiberius by the Arabs^ 
and Maurice by the Italians, are diftinguiihed as the 
firfl: of the. Greek C^efars, and the founders of a new 
empire ; and the ruins of the Latin fpeech were darkly 
prefer ved in the terms of jurisprudence, and the acr 
clamations of the palace. Yet the appellation of 
Greeks was rejefled by the prince and people to whom 
it was applied ; and long after they had renounced thf 
drefs and idiom, the name of Romans adhered to the 
laft fragments of the empire of Conftantinople. r 

The Greeks of Conftantinople/after purging away 
the impurities of their vulgar fpeech, acquired the free 
ufe of their ancient language, and a familiar knowledge 
of the fobiime mafti.rs who had pleafed or inftrudle^ 
^he fir(l of nations ; but thefe advantages only tend to 
aggravate the reprojach and fliame of a degeneratjp 
people. They read, they praifed, they compiled ; but 
their languid foul feemed alike incapable of thought 
and adion^ In the revolution of ten centuries, not a 
fmgle difcovery w^s made to e^alt the dignity, or pro» 
mote the happinefs of mankind : but the minds of the 
Greek$,were bapnd iixthe fetters of a baf<? and impe- 
rious 
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rious fuperftirian; their imderRandings were bewiU 
dered in metaphyfical Mntroverfy { and their taftc vru 
vhiated hj the homilies of the monks, ati abiurd medlej 
Qf declamation and fcrtpture* 

The redoration of images tQ the Eaftem world wzt 
celebrated as the feaft of orthodoxy ; the Pagans had 
difappeared ; the Jews were (ilent and obfcure ; anc} 
perfecution mud have flept^ had not a branch of Ma- 
nichoeans, abont the middle of the feventh century, 
been feleftcd as the viflims of fpiritual tyranny* Their 
patience was at length exafperated to defpair aftd rebel- 
lion ; and the exile of the Paulicians haa fcattered 
over the Weft the feeds of reformation. 

Conftantine, the author of the new kSt^ refided in 
the neighbourhood of Samofats, and had received 
from a deacon the ineilimable gift of the New Tefta- 
ment, which was already concealed from the vulgar by 
the Greek clergy. Thefe books became the meafur^ 
of his ftudtes, and the rule of his faith ; but he peculi- 
arly devoted himfelf to the writings and charader of 
St. Paul ; the difciples of that apoftle were reprefented 
by Conftantine and his fellowJabt^irers. They reijeded 
^ith contempt the Old Teftament ; difclumed the vi- 
fions which had been publifhed by the Oriental fefts ; 
and condemned the opinions of the Mankha^a fed> 
who prefumed to reconcile the doflrines of Chrift and 
, Zoroafier. The Paulicians were inclined to abolifli all 
Tifible objeSs of worflirp j their tnift and belief was in 
she Father, of Chrift, of the human foul, and of the 
invifible U^orld j but they likewife held the eternity of 

aa 
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an zSdye being who created this vifible worM, and ex* 
ercifes his teAporal reign till the final confumoiatioQ 
of di^th and fin. 

The difciples of Conftantine were foon muUiplied« 
and he preached with fuccefsin the regions of Pantuft 
and Gappadocia ; the new fed was loofdy fpread ovei; 
the provinces of Afia Minor to the wellward of the 
Euphrates ; bqt Confl:antine himfelf, after a million of 
twenty^feven years^ fell a facrifice to Roman perfecu* 
tion ; the numbers, who in two centuries inibibed his 
do£trineS) may be efiimated by the aflertjon^ that one 
hundred thQufand Paulicians p^rilhed by the orthodox 
^eal of the widow of Theopbilus, From their blood 
and aflies, aiuccei^on of teachers and congregations re- 
peatedly arole ; and the empire was fatally inftru^tedj 
that the nioA furious and defperate of rebels are th^ 
feftariesof a religion long perfecutedi and at length 
provoked^ Carbeas, a valiant Paulician, with five 
thpufand of his brethren^ renounced the allegiance of 
aati-chriftian Rome ; negociated an alliance with the 
caliph ; fei^ed the city of Tephrice, in the mountains 
i>etween Sirvas and T^ebi^ond ; and pillaged the pro- 
vinces of Afia Minor. After the death of Carbeas^ 
Tephrice was reduced by the arm$ of Bafil the Mace^ 
donian ; but the fpirit of independence furvived in the 
mountains ; and tbePaulicians (lilt infefted the Roman 
limits, % tiie kindred hercfy of Copronymus, they 
were tranfpianted frpm the banks of the {Euphrates into 
Conftantinople and Thrace; by John Zimifces they 
Vrere eftablilbed in the vallies of Mount Hsemus, and 
ppppfed to the Barbarians of Scy thia ; and in the be- 
ginning 
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ginning of the thirteenth century, their pope refided oii 
the confines of Bulgaria, Croatia, and t)almatia, and 
governed by his vicars the filial congregations of Italy 
and France. The modern Paulicians are fubje£l to the 
Turkiih government j but they have loft all memory 
of their origin ; and their religion is difgraced by the 
worihip of the crofs, and the pradice of bloody lacri- 
lice. 

Under the Byzantine ftandard, the PauKcians were 
often tranfported to the Greek provinces of Italy and 
Sicily ; and their opinions were filently propagated in 
Rome, Milan, and the kingdoms beyond the Alps ; but 
it was in the county of the Albigeots, in thefouthem 
part of France, that they were moft deeply imphthted. 
Pope Innocent IIL with the diligence of the inquifition, 
extirpated, by fire and fword, the vifible affemblies of 
the Paulicians or Albigeois ; but the invincible fpirit 
which they had kindled, ftill lived and breathed in the 
Weftern world. In the ftate, in the church, and even 
in the cloifter, a latent fucceflion was preferved of the 
difciples of St. Paul ; who protefted againft the tyranny 
of Rome, embraced the bible as the rule of faith, and 
purified their creed from all the vifions of the Oriental 
fefts. The ftruggles of Wickliffe in England, of Hufs 
in Bohemia, were premature and ineffedual ; but the 
names of Zuinglius, Luther, and Calvin, are pronoun- 
ced with gratitude as the deliverers of nations. 

The Bulgarians, who in a great meafure adopted 
the religious tenets of the Paulicians, had been trampled 
on by Theodoric the Oftrogoth, in his march to Italy. 
After a century and a half, they were revived by freft 

colonies 
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Cdlonie^ from the Tatiais or tbe Volga. The moil ad-^ 
venturous wandered in queft of fortune,' and found 
proteAion in the heart of Italy, under the exarch of 
Ravenna; [a. d. 68o«] but the.grea; ftream of emi* 
gration was directed towards the capital ; and the con- 
querors fucceffively acquired the Roman provinces of 
Dardania, Th^fialy, and the two Epirus. The evidence 
of language attefts the defcent of the Bulgarians from 
the original (lock of the Sclavonian race. The kindred 
bands of Servians, Bofnians, Rafcians, Croatians, Wa« 
lachians, &c. followed either the ftandard or the ex- 
amj^e of the leading tribe. From the Euxine to the 
Adriatic, in the date of captives, or fubje^ts, or allieSt 
or enemies of the Greek empire, they ov^rfpread the 
land. Among thefe the Chrobacians, or Croats, who 
jiow attend the motbns of an Auftrian army, were the 
conquerors and fovereign of Dalmatia ; a long Tea* 
coaft, indented with capacious harbours; difpofed them 
to the praftice of navigation ; their enterprifes were 
frequent and rapacious ; and it was not till the clofe of 
the tenth century, that the freedom, of the gulph was 
effeflually vindicated from the Sclayofiian pirates, by 
the republic of Venice, 

The glory of the Bulgarians was confined to a nar* 
row fcope of time and place. In the ninth and tenth 
centuries they reigned to the fouth of the Danube.— 
The Roman emperor Nicephorus had boldly advanced 
into the centre of their territory ; [a. p. Sii.] his 
camp was furprifed by the Bulgarians ; Nicephorus 
was flain ; and his fkuH, enchafed with gold, was often 
r^plenifhed in the feafts of vi^ory. Before the end of 

the 
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the fame cenmry, a pcieefol iaiercwhh vrkk At 
Gr^ks, and ihe introdiidioa of the Chriffian religiooi 
foftened the manneri of the Barbarians ; yet under Si* 
meon, a youth of the royal h'ne^ who relinquiflied the 
profeffion of a monk for that of a king and a warrior^ 
they befieged.Romanus I. in his capital ; their retreat 
^ms purchafed by a domeftic alliance, and the freedom 
of trade; after the death of Simeon, bis feeble facceflbrs 
were divided and extlnguiflied : and in the elcTcatb 
century, Bafil IL accomplilhed the final deftruQion of 
the kingdom of Bulgaria. 

The Oriental denomination of the Hungarians U 
Magiar; but they are diftinguiflied by the Greeks 
under the proper name of Turkst as the defcendants of 
that mighty people who had conquerjed and re^;ned 
from China to the Volga. From their primidTe coun- 
try, in the heart of Tartary, they were drivea to the 
Weft by the tide of war and emigration, and by the 
weight of the more diftant tribes, who at the fame time 
iiete conquerors and fugitives. Reafon or fortune di« 
refted their courfe towards the frontiers of the Roman 
empire } and in their march they were reinforced by 
feveral tribes of the Chozars, who introduced a fecond 
language, and obtained by their fuperior renown the 
moft honourable place in the front of battle. The 
public counfelsof the emigrants were direftedbyfeven 
vayvodfi or hereditary chiefs, but the experittieeof 
difcQxd recommended the vigorous adminiftration of a 
iingte perfon ; the fceptre was granted to the merit c^ 
Almus and his fon Arpad ; and the authority of the fa- 
preme khan of the Chozars confirmed the engagement 

of 
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cfthe prince and people ; of the people to obey fti^ com* 
mandSjof the prince to confak their bftppinefaajid glory. 
It was the obfervation of Leor the Sixth) that of the 
Scythian hords, the Bulg^riana and Huligarians were 
fuperior to theh" brethren> and fimilar to each other in 
their difctpline and government. The teftts of the 
Hungarians were of leather i their garments of fur $ 
they (halted their hair, and fcatified their feces 9 m 
fpeech they were flow, in a^ion pronlpr^ in treaty per* , 
fidtous ; whateter they faw, they coveted i thdr de* 
fires were infatiate, and their fole induftry was the hand 
of violence and rapine. For their fubfiftence they 
principally depended on fiffaing and the chace ; and in 
their expeditions^ they were accompanied by large 
flocks and herds^ which afforded a conftant and^hole* 
fome fupply of milk and snimaL food. After fome 
experience of the Roman tadlcs, th^y adopted theule 
of the fword and fpear, the helmet of the foldier, and 
the iron breaft-plate of his deed. But their native anyd 
deadly weapon was the Tartar bow ; their arm was 
ftrong ; their aim was fure f in open combat, in fecret 
ambuQi, in Sight or.purfuir, they were equally formi* 
dable ; > in theabufe of viftory^ they aftoniihed Europe^ 
mercy they rarely afked, and more rarely beftowed ; 
and the appetite of both fexes for raw fieffi might 
countenance the popular tale, that they drank the 
bbod, and feafted on the hearts of the (lain. 

The firft conquefts and final fettlements of the 
Hungarians extended on either fide of the Danubp 
above Vienna, below Belgrade, and beyond the mea- 
gre of the Romaa provioee of Fannonia^ or the mo- 
dern 
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dem kiogdom of JHiiqgarj:. £a« j^ po&J ^iiL the 

battle of Augiburgb, the Chriftians were vanquUhad by 

the flying ftratagemsof the Turks ; inafiogle ^gf*th6r 

Scythiau fpeed ftript a circuit of (ifty ix%s43J3)^|M«t 

Swabia, and Franconia» wete con(umed.b^ ^^ tyid 

vigors ; the fouthern provinces of Fran^e.iBp-e j^ifat^ 

by their prefence ; and Spain, behind her Pyr,^q^> va$ 

aftoniflied at the approach of thfefeeformidal^.j^raAgcr^. 

Italy had tempted their early inroads ; in aiattl^; iiear 

the Brentaj the lives of twen^ thoufand >C^ri^^a^ 

were forfeited by the raibnefs of their king^^^itlio had 

refufed the Barbarians ip^mif&on to retire ^ .P9,vJii was 

condemned to the flanges ; [a. d. 924*]^i^(i t]?^r da« 

ringincurnonswere direded, at the fame tiq;^»^te^;)xds 

the gates of Rome and Conftantinople, ^ , 

The deliverance of Germany was atcbi^X^d by (he 

Saxon princes, Henry the Fowler and Otho (he Qjeat. 

The valiant Henry was roufed. from a bed pj;0ckjief3 

by the invafion of his cpuptry ; but his mij^d^wa^^vi* 

gorous, and I)i$ prudence fuccefsful; . he-. fougIi|..a2ld 

conquered, |]a. d. 934.]? At the end. of ,|:}Krenty 

years, the empire of his fon was again invade^ ^ the 

Turks, who were invited by U domeftic faftion.^ X^?v 

numbers have been eftimated at one hundred rhouiand 

horfe ; but the policy of Otho.had difpeljed tlm cpn* 

Ipiracy ; [a. d. gss*] ^^^ ^^^ valour van^^uiil^ea and 

broke for ever the power of the Hungarlapf. The 

fpirit of tlie nation was humbled, and the mod accefl^Ie 

pafles of Hungary were fortified with a ilitdh. and 

rampart, Adverfity fuggefted the counfeU'ot^lode* 

ration and peace J and the robbers of the Weft ac- 

9 . " " quiefced 



quiefcod {a a tadtntzty Ife, wd empldjtd themfclves 
in the arts of cultiVatidn. The ht^fe of Arpad reign- 
dd three handful years in Hui!gary ; but rfie free-borti * 
Barhflaia&s were net dazzled by the hxCtte elf a dta- 
dent, and the people afierted their ihdefeafibk right df 
chafing) depoftng, and puai&uig the hereditary fer- 
vant of the ftate. 

The name of the Ruswams ill the miitH century Vas 
" firft divulged by an embalTy from TheophiJns, empdrdr 
of the Eaft, to the emperor of the Weft, Lewis, the foa 
of Charlemagne. The Greeks were ^companied by 
the envoys of ihe Csar of the Ruffiaw. [a. d. ^39-} 
Thefe tequefted the French monatch to convey them 
home by fea j and by a clofer examination, they were 
difcovered to be the bf ethren of the Swedes and Nor- 
mans, already odiout to the French^ The Nor- 
mans impment of a bleak cliinate and narrow limits, 
had explored "every coaft that promifigd fpdl or fettle* 
ment; they vifited the eaftem fliores of the Baltic ; 
and the RuiHatis of the lake Ladoga paid a tribitte, the 
fkins of white fquirrels, to thefe ftrangefs, whom they 
falutcd with the title of Varangransi or corfairs* By 
ehc»ce or conqaeft, the Varangians gradually obtained 
^ the dominioa of a pec^k whom they were qualified to 
prote£t ; and Ruric, a Scandmavi^i chief, became the ' 
father of a dynafty, which reigned above (even hundred 
years. His brothers extended bis influence ; his ufur- 41 

pation was imitated by bis companions ; and their 
eftabiifliments were at length cesBented into the febric 
of a powerful monarchy. 

As ioon as the defcendants tf Ruric had ftruck per- 

VoL. II. U manent 
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^aoent root in the Ibil, Xtxcy beheld vnthjfiBkmfy the 
annual introdudion of the Varangians; apd Wa- 
Jadknir firft advifed thefe foreigu mercenaries to 
feek a more wealthy matter in Creech; ib^ c<»uifel 
was accepted ; the Varai^aas were entertaui^ hy 
the Byzantine monarch ; his perfon was entrufted 
to their guard ; and thefe ftrangers preferved, till 
th^ laft age of the empire, the inheritance of ipot- 
lels loyalty, and the ufe of their natire tongue. 

A. D. 950.] The ibns of Ruric were matters of the 
province of Mofcow ; and if they were confined on 
that fide by the eattern hords, their weftera frontier in 
thofe early days was enlarged to the Baltic Sea and 
the country of the Pruf&ans. The two capitals* Noyo- 
gorod and Kiow, are coeval with the firft age of the 
jnonarchy ; but in their origin, they were no more than 
camps or fairs, tl)e moft convenient ftations ia which 
the barbarians might aflemble for the occafional bufi- 
nefs of war or trade. Between the fea and NQvcgo- 
rod, an eafy intercourfe was difcovered ; in . the fum- 
mer through a gulf^ a lake, and a navigable river ; in 
the winter feafbn, over the hard and level furface of 
boundlefs fnows. From the neighbourhood of. that 
city, the Ruffians defcended the ftreams that &llinto 
the Borytthenes, and the produce of the North was 
colleded ^tnd difcharged in the magazipes of JSiow* 
At the mouth of the Boryfthenes they repaired their 
(battered vefleU for the longer and more perilous voyage 
oiF the Black Sea. If they fleered along the coalli the 
Danube was acceiTible; with a fair wind they, could 
teach in forty hours the oppofite ihores of Anatolia; 
*i and 



THE ROMAN EMPIRi. SQI 

and Conftantinople admitted' the annual vifits of the 
ftrangers of the North* 

But iihe communication which had been opened for 
the benefit, was foon abufed for the injury, of mankind. 
Tiie Ruffians had feen and tafted the luxury of the 
city of the Caefars 5 the marvellous tale e^cked the 
defires of their favage countrymen; the Vatangian 
princes unfurled the banners of piratical adventure j 
and the Euxine was again irifefted with the calamities 
of a predatory war. [[a, d. 865 — 104J.] In lefs 
than two centuries> Conftantinople was four times at- 
tempted by their fquadrons; arid the Greeks were 
only protedled by the feafonable interpofitton of 
tempefts, or the fortaidable effedls of jheir liqtud 
fire. ^ , . 

A. p. 955.] By land, the arms of 'few4toflau$, tfi^ 
third in defcentfrom R-uric, fubdued* the nations from 
,the Volga to the Danube. The exercife of war gave 
ftability to his army ; and he was bribed by Nicepho- 
rus iPhocas to undertake the conqued of Bulgaria. 
With an army of fixty thoufah^ iheri, he effected his 
landing on the Maefian fhbre ; the Bulgarians were de- 
feated; and the country ravaged as far as Mount 
Hsemus ; but inftead of relinquiihing his prey, and 
performing his engagements, the Varangian prince 
reinforced- his zrmy with the bands of the ChozaVs 
and Turks^. invefted the perfidious ambafTador of 
Nicephorus with the purple, and from the banks of 
the Danube purfued his march as far as Adrianople. 

Nicephorus Phocas was no more ; but his throne 
and wife were inherited by John Zimifces, who, in a 
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^^« Ja artttt'} 'ifldf%It« ed^PSt AftiiftM9*«*« wifiaiig 

"the legionsMtti ByifW'fecirtwi '»»«?p«ff«» ^ »*»t 
jfittmtisi-TcdticfePrtattihinaiJiffit, bad ie^«ii^ffe*«iid 

■ aflauked Sfw4fohiiii», 1ft «be>fttt)BfJ^ -pkfisM 5)rffe^cn 
' tlie1iaiikj'^f'<»^ feafadbe. -'[aiiOr g^ji-J Afc«i»fege 

of fixty-fire days, the'Raffitft pi^iWe wi(s con^peiled 

* to ^efd^ t^'^WR ifafrttfis fortane } i^ftet bmdhignljira. 

•' ftff% fbl^h feijJi^afions W rdinqnUh aft holBld de- 

'figns/Re '^♦as'^fflhlffcd bf ttiSi liberal poBcjrxrfthe 

SiadrVb^"**'^^*^*'^^^ rtttdWd th««i«ia <rfthe 

Uofyftheriei oil tet rtfera, «<WM*flaii»wi£(iirpdifed 

and' opprtflia bV'the ttdgM»tf«i% tribes* aw>di'/«diiim 

'ih^'GreeteWrttaltied t pft^efwliam* nftfeJ qarrcf- 

* ' Olgd, the Widow o^f Igor/latfrertngedltbo ddath, 

'and affumed the -fceptre, <rf"hef hufltthdtf Hifca/inD- 

■ment of foreign and dottjfeftic peate* iit4ldkk»fce:^. 

Aantinopl^, andnn thefacriiaent <»f bopiifidBmcAed 

'^ the veneratli name • cX ^he enlpre&tIfeK|»fif«-'D. 

'■'^55.3 'bdt oft fier tetiim,' 1j« laUoary'y Avpto^wga- 

'"tionbf the gofpel Were not attended' WitlS'Tdrtfiaeifable 

"eficaV Het foK SwJftonau8ai>pfefc«iide*iHipfldidrie 

'^f hw ''c6mpin?dh6 J ^hfl 'heh 'grandfowJ-WlJknfewir 

■ devoted his iKal' tb decbt^ffe' tlWitnattfirtenWiwfiiiBi. 
cient worOiip. Yet thd T^«i>lio 6f i*^ »fM«^ a 
deep though fecret impreffion on the minds of the 

"prtnce and people : and tlie converfion of Wolodoorir 

was 
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was baftened by his aeureof a RoihaJi bride* [a. b. 
the »tef ' tSjixaftiikmi^nMlsbei^'WX<fi .^ItAfm^i hy 
«f;Ui« «ifoiicl0fJliiiUt ^«iqW%«ldf^gfiocI^ednjh^fj-fIl 

acbdlcBce.of af cb^iRe;wl^|]tif^ ^fi^^Dj^^^idi^y 
dafiigreat duke=anilj^»ibpy^Sf -;; .^.^ >, ., .p> ,.,^;^* -,^ 
::Inf^tlifeaibitbinenjV.ai>4)icteYf«ib f^mtw'm x^ |he 
CbkaUiahlssrd; theiin^ of thstgi^lpfil AOd.ti^e .<^rph 
.1»^qpdo<}etlovbi- fitlg«dai,^)mg§ry«|^hetnia<^^|x- 
mtp> SeMWskj Ifortssyi Sw^dfR, K^^,andJR.^i(|a. 

: <itfaiNiezQc«t pgditdc^H«&t9rf^^i9 W^ fl^^^^H%°^ 

pofe the catholic faith on their fubje^s and netghbpvirs. 

mxb oda(iis^iito^^^-^omiHo)jgtey^,to^F)n^ ^as 
rinvadcB vbAef: 'iJfce»;ftM^i:d .^^^^jthe jHfr9f8^' ,^d ,.the 

-jn^arMxdidlttrfr ^(»feflp£tA.)^'tli»,ct9auferCu»}^of Uthoa. 

jmdttitteifqiMlt^th'^lftlW3V;):i:rte ;f»nv§flrOpj> of ^e 

-Ikb^l^ia^tdttd^^M^griieg^^befti^sbpth tq..Ui.^ old 

■an4onfVrClPiliftia9f( ! ^VF^pe was .d^iyered irom the. 

dcpieiMPfti^f ^hSuNf^'imnSr. t^e. £[up£^s^-)a|i8, ^d 
. thcbRuiHaiHb;. th«f«j^j^I|^^of ^a^ ai\d oT^r-yiM 
• pfiimbiifi t^. the io^u^^cefpf the der^ ;. and the ru- 

jdidvntanof ftrtfi an^ fciepce, wer^.intcoduced into the 
c^Ju^QDitttrtesof^heglobfit. ^ 
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THE SARACENS, FRANKS, AND GREEKS, IN ITALY— FIRST AD^ 
VENTURES AND SETTLEMENT OF THE NORMANS— CHA« 
RACTER AND CONQUESTS OF ROBERT GUI5CARD, DUKE 
OF APULIA— DEI.lVERANCE OP SICILY BY HIS BROTHER 
KOGER— VICTORIES OF ROBERT OVER THE EMP£RORS OF 
THE EAST AND WEST— ROGER, KINO OP SICILY, INVAIXES 
AFRICA AMD GREECE— THE EMPEROR MADiUEL CQWfE^, 
f KUfr-^WARS OF THE GREEKS AND NORMANSr-EXTINCTIO|f 
OF THE l^OBMANS. 

VyN the theatre of Italy^ the three greit naiutts of 
Ae worlds the Creeks* the SaraceQ$» and the Fraid^y 
encoumered each othe;* The fontfaera provinces were 
fiibjeO, for the moft part, to the Lombard dokes md 
prifices of fiencireiituro. The rival dnefi^of Amew^lQs 
Salorno, and Oapua, inflamed by ambitious, cmtt^* 
tioD, iofvited the Saracens to the reini::if th^ oofftupn 
inberitance. Fpr t'wso hundred year3 thcffequantrand. 
ammal fquadrons oi the faithful iflued from the port 
of Palermo ; dieir more formidable fleets w^e pnepared 
on the African coaft i and the Araba^f Andaluifia lareve 
fnnettsiea tempted to ai&ft, or oppofe, the M^i^flepn^, 
of an adverfe fe£l« Their impartial de^edatiiMSi from 
Bari, which commands the Adriatic-Oul^ pfovokod asid 
united the two empeioie, Bafil the Maccdonianv ud 
Lewis^ the. great grandfen of Charlemagne^r i.SThe 
fortrefs of Baif was invefted by the infaQCty^oir the 

Franks i 



Franks ; the gallles and cavalry of the Greeks ; and, 
after a defence of four years, the Arabian emir fubmit- 
ted to Lewis, who commanded, in perfon, the operations ' 
of the fiege. [a. d» 87i#Q - This important conquefl: 
had been atchieved by the concord of the Eaft and 
Weft ; but their recent amity was foon embittered by 
the mutual complaints of jealoufy and pride ; and their 
vifionary enterprifes were finally extinguiflied by the 
death of Lewis, and the decay of the Carloviagiaa 
houfe. 

Bari fubmitted to the authority of Bafil, and his 
Ton Leo; the Italians of Apulia and €alabria were* 
perfuaded to acknowledge their fupremacy ; Amalfi 
and Naples had conftantly retained their allegiance to 
tl^e Byeantine court; but the LomiiaHl pvfuces'of 
Benevento, Salerno, and Capua, were relofbntly ^c^Sk 
from the comtnunion of the Latin woarld^ nad too 
often violated their o^ths of fer^^de and tribute. As 
long as the fceptfH&ioras^difputed by the princes of italy, 
the Greeks refitted or eluded the i&tces of Germany.. 
ISie firft and greateft of the Saxosi princes was cosa^ 
pelted toielinquifli thefiege of Ban ;^ [a. D.gS^J] the 
fecond, Otho the Third, was defeated, and efcarped. 
wkh difficulty from the fidd of Crocona; but the 
ri2ip!d fuccefs of the Norman adventurers difpelled the 
flattering illufions of the fuccelTors of Bafil, who amufisd 
themfelves with the belief, that they had atchieved 
the conqueft of Lombardy. 

The eftabliihm^it of the Normans in the kingdoms 
of Naples and Sicily, is an event the moil importam in 
it^ confe^uences both to Italy and the Eaftern empire* 

U 4 The 
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TU br^lftn-ft^if^fn of th»<?ii»;Jitf j T4>i| ?^< f |it«;Mrf 

vequjfoM (^i^ /^f the S/:;^ltd^trfew DtmMlii 3.*l*>: 
N<j»wans, -^r,:* .io^g. i^lf««ce. ^CbnipillM «4" 
flaughtcr, Sfi^^d ^ ample 4iirfiMB7„|Dk^mMtde(|r' 
they embwo^, 4ie:; Cbriftw ! faW» J . H8ll* tWi- ^J^ 
proffsSfd thcmr«lv^> tl|)|«& in#^!i4^fl<|bsnfw!«$i&Sft v£ 

>ang»Wg«r^gfU»Plfiy.'P£ the f cpft9^ ^Mtm^^i^tW:: 
pilgrioa^g^ to. RfSniOf l|9l]r, aod ihe.fiWy Ua^inVf^o 

mutual defence ; and the robbers^pi[.it^.:^{^owite. 
ha4b?<». 4^T€^.:kfif^g»fh ofi •l^>p^^gWlfO W** 
of^. cbaJjktji^ djfi tte. »r«i fif H Ww^^flf^Jiflf^s^llDM^r 
viftt.w *.,cav«ni ofi -W<V8<:i:C!ar^!3W!«Jj«:.4ipiJifc%i 
ynbif^ biAMm'J»fi&\f^ byiibe >AR|S»*^<»')^iilii» . 
arc<»,aDgel l^ic^Hiieli they wsre^ficjjftit^.ttt, :^4t^9#gri 
whf»;fQQn'rc!t«aM hirafetfars ^ fefed, a Ittgi^i^ja^ftj- 
moKt^foe-to ^ 4Sc64^eQ)pirf„ Hu^jq^^ie was M<ip» 
a aot^tatksvnof Bart, ivfco ai«er.iia 09{«l<<»ftf«(j!e^ 
voU/wAH^oiApeUcdtttfeek fvsw.aU)e& affi (xogar&fff ,. 
his<^^nirf*' The Nonnans'liftenedri^JiiS'^pnH^Jsinis .s. 
and'pro0iil«« ( d«fcribed, civthcir retutAi th^ f^ofpeftu. 
of pl«9ilef i md% (mail band v^ ^eeiy alTiKiaded f(tp 
thecdetHieraace. of Apulia..' 3'h#)y:pafiEti4: ^CoiS^lpftiii. 
thcfc^fgiiife of pilgr^aas.i- but ibey :Wj?w pv^^f^ii^awA . 
by tjif^Aipibenof.Uu CrMek^) <be,;pi«€pfft«)A»t9 M^V 
cnde^ )t» l}^.» fupi^i^fi^. in Qermwy MB4ihttJfoi>n 
ina|k-/(plii«paf f>w4erc4iMmMg fM^ibiJi^ fuMi:ii»ilie^f : 
Ita^r,: 9o4 ^ifOfidilibfK dailji fobfilleqee ^. 11)1^600^^ 

TheDiip««^QfQipu»» Bn»«ve9|cti!S||l«rilltQb«B«lii»pk(H 
r '; alternately 



and'tJbe libstfilk^ irf'fl^^Mki df 1Sr^;'i'«ig{tt'tnife8 

and fewifiedffcf^illwlf 'ttfe ^hfe towtf df^AHWSPfe. ' [a. d. ^- 
ic«9.3 The treport ttf ihefr foceifs -ittfaacd "cVei^f . 
year AftwiwairbarUif ^il^[b» scind MdieH'f 'die $ai«- 
peiKl«iP>fisu(d4rd <if Av<;r{k'^ a^l^deil flfett«r «M eit* ' 
co«B<ageai«iit i«o d«M-y Yu^ttve^WttB^d efo^cfi-bitt 
the Jttftice cnUnjuftke of Kis fujld^i^rt (^fid theatknovr ' 
led^iitmit of count Rakullf ralT^i hi(il't6 be fiHl *' 
lea^rof the Norminsi . i; t: . i 

TImi Grecian! etnperb^s b^ b(stti'<«iu^uef to f^n 
from ttie' Arabs the pofleffioti ef'^cfff , bdt <t^^«l^m ' ' 
had tetiii cottthitiiatly bslffled ; tlie ihtehia} ^divifioin of ■ 
the Stir^e«s i«tw«ied tHeir KopesV^fte'eflilr^^ifeittrtN^' 
the-SiuthoAf of the^ kfeg of- Toiils j'i«t''iJeDJj!<j >bfe- ' \ 
agaiift'tdef'emirj' 'feach 'Tcbrf-Wifi* feidefiieihaeat 'hi- • 
his -^Up^^t tmc>^ and''thl!-«ife»ke^ ^ ^)?wb'Mviif" 
brotte^ti'ib^ored 4he-^Miid#f?p- b^th^'-GhHftfeifiS. 
[a;o/'i^^;^ P^e'liu&dvedl^ottattb'smmorsinftith^ - 
ed uttd^sr tfctei bj«toep-# ithfe-<5ffeeJk8^' ■bcforfc they"' 
could Ibtvfi &iiSidiIy,'-;ibe tivat ««>«i%i%^\ftei'« ttttbni 
ciledi t^^li^B «f^t'i<k[nfd%sd> AfAcjft iiMMrefyHid*;; -^ 
and'tk^' •boad; \rt»^'^ijitrdied by 't}y«''^n&<Ai(<i^^ 'fti-eies^'' 
of em4aM\A't tAn^the-l^rdrt^ iriM^ut dt^fplflbdi till' ' 
obftiiol^s ^intiftee'ifiKcifliire letigiig^isAl^s* 4hi»'Sai1i4 - 
cens ' vt'kw rbttfeed ; iffid^ 9^lkc«i$'M9-^Aieiiil <d$ the ^ 
Greek^'rediitied ttU^teill j^iM}%b^tke^dlt@i''^|laf> 
SicU^)^wtderi the t^tfedldfikd iiNhsi^i^t'/ bfif hisf- ' 
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(ion of tbe fpoil. Tbey complaiiied by the Hfimcli of 
(heir incerpreier; their complaints were diffegat^ed, 
and their interpreter fcourged. The injtiry andlrriKIt 
pvovoked their refentment ; but they difleihbl^ f3i 
their return to the Italian continent ; their brethren of 
Averfa eCpoufed their indignation ; with feven hundred 
horfe and five hundred foot, they invaded Apulia ; and 
tbe Byzantine legions, amounting to threefcore thoa- 
fand men, were defeated in tw) fncceffive battles. 
[a. 0. 1040— 104 J.] Bari, Otranto, Brundufiurti, 
and Tarentum, alone remained of the Grecian empire 
in Apulia. From this asra we may date the eftablifit- 
ment of the Norman powen Twelve counts were 
chofen by the popular fuflErage ; and VS^lfiam of Hni- 
teville, fumamed tbe Iron Arm^ prefided in this mili- 
tary fenate. Melphi was appointed as the comtnbn 
habitation and citadel of the republic ;; but each^ cbtxht 
eredted a fortrefs in, and coUefted the tribute of, the 
peculiar diftridt appropriated to his ufe. 

The Normans were feated on the verge of the two 
empires ; and according to the policy of the hour 
they accepted the inveftiture of their lands from the 
fovereigns of Germany, or Conftantinople ; but the 
firmed title of thefe adventurers was the fword. The 
twelve counts were fometimcs joined in a league of 
ipjttftice, and fometimes they difputed, in dooKftic 
quarrels, the fpoils of the people. Drogo, the brother 
and fuccefibr of William, was better qualified to lead 
the valour, than to refti^ain the vblence of his peers. 
To relieve Italy from their ravages,, an oflFenfive al- 
liance was formed of the two emperors of the £a(l and 

Weft, 
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Weft^ w4 Pope Leo the Niis^th, wfaofe ?jeiierable:elia« 
radei:. would conlecr^t^^kh the wmeoF piecy^ ^be 
messes of policy. As a Geroun of royal ki^4red> 
Leo pQfie0e4 the confidence of 4^e en^eror Henty the 
Third } ami his ardeot seal tranfported him to Sax* 
ony ia&ar^h of allies : but durjog thefe preparaci^iigi' 
Argyrus, the fon of Melo, who hadfeeeQcommiffioaed- 
bytbe Greek emperor to reftore the imperial aiJtho- 
rity in Apulia, was defeated by the Normans^ andcdmr 
pelled to retire y^itbin the walls of Bari ; []a.d* 1051,] 
he had previoufly procured the affaffination of Drogo j 
but Hiimphrey, by a decifive viftory, avenged the 
death of his brother, and fucceeded him as the third 
count of ApuUa* 

The. power of Conftantine Monomachus^was dif- 
trafited by a Turkifli war j the> mind of Henry wa« 
feebleandirrefolute;' hisaffiftance confided only of 
feven hundred Swabians, and fome volunteers 
of Lorraine; with thefe^ and a promifcuous mul* 
titude.of ItaliaAS, the pope advanced to JEteneven- 
turn* [a. d. 1053.] The Normans could mufter no 
more than three thaufand horfe, with a handful of m« 
fantry. Their fpirit was chilled with fuperftitious 
awe^{ they proftrated themfelves before their fpiritual 
father ; but the only dternative propofed by Leo was 
death or exile ; the conquerors of Apuh'a affumed their 
fornoer courage j in the plain of Ciyitella, the Italians 
^e^e routed,^ the Germans ilfiin, and the pope captured> 
by the valour of Richard of Averfa, liobert the fa- 
mous Guiicard, and Humphrey, count of Apulia; 
piUD.1053. July 18,] but the co©<iuerors beheld 
With vrneratipn the perfon of the pope, and implored 

his 
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bit abfolution of their finful viAory. Aireaty was 
4XMcladed, by <toli{ch'iti6 ^Quixid ^ureDdobqacflsidf 

'led^ed'the diifti' of thdf pi^^qbyl tins |ii^inshtT df 
t«rdv&'' penee ■ ^ ^ffty pldiig&-lsiidq/vaiidf)^iidc> this 

-themofabli itranfe^idn, the ibiii^Q^iUc'iS'fMapJtelfais 

-ren^aed ibti^ Siv^ tUn(tr«l,ydbw«i> fie&aiitiiift bdly 
fee." ' ■'- ' ''■'' *-'>^-'-^ if-' 'i.isHT [oJioi .a .>] 
1fiihtf«d, 'fJyriirlg'ftdiA Hj*uAi*Jl«bdnliiBva63tbe 

"Tfofmaris, \ras^ bf^Ms'tWo tJWrfej^ljniiifeznfelilfiWftf 
tvttUe%ns. Of^'thd<i ten de^Wted'-fiwIiri Ka«t««»lte, 
the patcrndt caftTe jnXbwer l^bkiWdyf ftl i^cbi?f<a 
more' ample fioiTane. WlHfeiW, 'JDr^iv-.tiMtiiiiOTi- 

■phrey, nfrere fuoceffirely thechidfe'iif tH«>«eW^tfWfa'; 
It'^ert Vafs'the eldeft ofthe'fevM'fbii^^ilIyi f(iC«Sl 
Biarrl^ge; in the battle of 'Ct<r1t%ltfilM%nttll2|fid|yd 
to have borne awa^ the prizd t^vtrlMir'i ftil4)(lttiMli«ts 
ambition tras fouiided 6B tttt'c^^fetifA^stif 4b^ilftr 
%drth; and ht^ Airnaibe Of (?^»Wp ^hibhltH^'Ror- 
iBians'^nterpfct hf edlltdtUy cUhUMgy -Wisife^titf vVlftf 

^pdKtTcafwKdoin. HU bt>6^rs indi'^ttsu^^asln 

Tftd' 'diirtded the fcrtlte iarifls i^^'A'pilfejJ bey^ftfey 

''giaj'ded th'eir ffiates-^hh tfii 'j&Ioiiry'bf^drtc^lj'irtlc 
afpirfn,^ youth xtras fthpelled forwards fo'tt^ ^)u4hlills 
'df Caiabria j to forpHfe a caftfe,- of i c6nVeii^'^<«P%t 

'firft ' the extent |6f * hU ente'rjinres. J but •ffle'iWAntettb 
of l9ormandy flbcked t6 h}s'lHitidardi'ktfd'tfA><|)lk(K^s 
bif'Cahbri^ atebitiedi tiBd^ ^8^«nhi^n(^^Hie'4iri(6e 

•■aa'd''charaaferbf'Nbi'm{iii£'.''---? ^'■''^' ^"J X^ ^^'^^^ fc"^ 
: brt thtj dteA'tff Mf^e^m)»*i-Hutttl>^)»?^^ 
btd, t6 the prfefuflicie^cjf hfj niph«W,iW{^%3^It<e«d'<lJifla 
bncBier, and fjduted count of Apulia and general of 

jhc 
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.'thefirqMoUic. Hefceftimec] the.qftO/^^eft.oFCalaljgriV; 

ifor riamfdf and Wfif poftwty. the duf^l Utl^i^jyjtljljiic 
xiilvdHmreifl£.Apdfi»^CaIikbr|ajir fi»4 fj)? t^f J^dsy|b9^|i 
^indtily arul Sicily^ :i?:hich h)3 fwot^J^V^rf^u^.i^P^n 
vihd fcbifiaiadc Gads?, JaMath* r»^pl*ivi»s ^iSnilfpM. 
[a, d, 1060.3 The foldiers hailed with acclamatiojis , 
^thett valiant d«feri^,^ui.thefriSfv^i9.eT<rfhi$ parliafient 
^ofTb4ransi^m?l5»^i«Brfl^?spofc4,his(<^^ the twlifc 

/flfeUBtt <Jf popufat €|lfl^!w c^nfpiif?^^ hjs,a«|h9- 

-jwyfcbgJu'T agajnftr. jJiQir: . pfirfijliou; , uapl? . Tbgrir , plots 
. "WitW:(difcQy#r^^j ilhgSfiit^^qUiops fvpprefled J and the 
->^4y pi$fi^ed:.wiffe /BjcikiOT ,dea;*» j lmt..thjp TUtioiwl 
£>%B0^b «^ Ht»Wf^?i»bJy r/)nf\iJSfd,ip thefe dot^eftic 
;'feyriJt)**J jt-r.^wft?vf<Hir,vyiq^r$ftc^;^ lt\^ fortrefs.pf 

:-]Tfe^tIf0lMft,ciei»QflcftR, i>f :^9bsr,? ^pprrdpond with 

, jhf .'Umit«-. of. ^ ^X^^K-^ kingdom q£ ; Naples^, and esc- 

rttefl^^'cw^er tbc.iGiR^k pfovin^fij of, Galabda aad 

-AtJufejj the Lombard ^principalitji of Salerno,; the re 

pjiblic of Atnal^hi^^^d thf inland djcpieudenciea of the 

4Meby of Benevent^n)^ TJirec.di ft ricks only w^c.ex- 

foiplec^j the in^naediafie terj:itary pftBeneyeato,. which 

h^,,b^ji .transferred from Jthc I QRrp^au.qtnppr^or to 

she Roofwn pontift ^nd w^» proie^t^^d. byt tl}j?.;i^af|^, of 

^^ P^«r J the ilate .pf X^'^m^ ^Wf^ ya$i JSubflucd 

and held by the Brft colony of A^^fa f ^ip4. 1^9 dukes 

. ^ Naple$> tlie pf ejH^iit ^^oyupUip, .ver^ xnain^inod the 

popular freedom vo4?r tb^ ^adpfj^rttfjjthj^ B^y^aminc 
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empire ; but the ftoqnifittoK of Gui£nird contdndS^he 
fdence gf Saleaio^ and the tn^eof Amalj^tll; * 

Roger^ the twelfth and lad of the fons of Tancred, 
ba4 long beea detained in Nof;inaDdy bf his tivAi^ind 
hi$ ^ther^s age; he at length wtis ftminii^hed td the 
Aputiancamp; aodhisinvafiondf^kily wasrecon^ed 
by tbe zeal and policy of his brother Gdfi^hf» [ Av d. 
1060.] At the head of fixty foliowet^j' he kaded^n 
a hoftile (here ; dxove the Saracen^ to ti^e pati of 
Meilina; andia&Iy returned with the fpeibof the 
adjacent country, la the fortreffr of Trani, his adive 
and patient courage were eqoailiy confpicuous; and 
with three hundred Norinans he reptdfed the 
foii^es of the ifiand# In the fietd^f Geraniio^ the 
Saracens were again overthrowa ; and in the fi^e 
of PaleriQOt Roger was iUmulated by the |)refence<yf hi^ 
brother Gutfcard^ who fecgnAed hi^ efforts ^h tke 
gallies of Pifa* ^ After a war of thirty yterdi ^i^cr, 
wUh the title of gk'cat count, obtaii^ed th« (bv^eigilty bf 
the l«krgeft a&d moil ftuhful tfland o( ihe Me#?tt^ 
nc^i £a.d« 1090.]} and his adimdiftratidn difplays 
a liberal and: e^htened mind abdve tfaelimifs of%rs 
age and education.. The Moflems were maSrxtained in 
the free enjoyment of their religion and property viflie 
ifland was reftored to the jurifdi6;ionjof the R'oxnait 
pontiff} new bifliopft were planted, and the clergy 
amply eiuiowed ; but the Catholic hero averted "the 
right of the civil raagiftrate; t})e papal claimsf on ^the 
inveftiture of benefices he applied to his ovm fk>U^, 
and the fupremacy of the crowowas-fecured and-ea- 

— lar^d 
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Iarge4 by the buU^i which <kcl^es the princes of 
Sicily heri^ditary aiaud. perpetual legates of the holy 
fCjB» ... 

TbiB po^T^piTion of., Apulia and Calabria was inadeu 
quati^ to tb# ambition of Robert Guifcard ; and he 
refolved to embrace th^ 6rll occafi^m of invading the 
Roman empire of the £aft. I|e had been divorced 
from hia fir(l wife> under the pretence of confangui# 
nity i and her fon Bohemond was deftined to imitate^ 
rather than fucceed, his iUuftrtous £uher. The fe^ 
cond wife of Guifcard was the daughter of the prince 
of Salerno. Roger, the ion of this marriage, fucceed- 
ed |o F-Pb«rt as duke of Apulia ; and of five daughters^ 
one was betrothed to Conftantine, the fon and heir 
of the emperor Michael ; but the throne of the family 
of Pucas was fubverted by a revolution ; and Robert 
deplored and refeODed the difgrace of hk daughter^ 
and the e^pulfion pf hi^ ally. He adopted the preten* 
ilom of an adv^turer who called himfelf the father of 
Cop^antine i and the caufe of the fiiOndom Micha^ 
was e^ufed by the fubtle Guifcard, who had con^ 
trived tbe^ fraud* Two years wereconfumed in affi« 
duous prq>j^atiQ&% ; the land and naval forces were 
aifpmbled at Otra^^o; Robcft was aecompanied by 
his, wife» who fought by his fide, his fon Bohemond, 
and th^ pretended Michael; and thirteen hundred 
knights of Norman race farmed the fmews of an army> 
wh^h might befwelled to thirty thoaiaad followers of 
every 4e;^ommatioa« 

The iilands and maritinte towns of Epiras were 
Rapidly fubdued by the arms and name of Robert ; 

and 
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and fiom Corfu, ht moved with his fleet and army (d 
the liege of Dtirasao. [a* d* loti.] l*e fortifica- 
tions of that cfey wem defoKled by a mmwrout gani* 
iboy under the command of George PabraiogHS. 
Pait of the flasr of Robeit wm tkipv^Maei on the 
Acrocerannian rocks ; the remainder was tanquSied 
by the n«val powers of the Venetians) who had been 
foUcited by the prayers and promifes oi tbe Bysutine 
court ; the camp of the Normans was affliAad by a 
pedilemial difeafe^ which fwept off ten thonfimd per* 
font ; but amidft every difafter, the mind of Guifcard 
was invincible; he coUeded frelh forces from Sicily 
and Apulia; and urged the fiege of Duraasa^ with 
unabated ardour. 

Alexius, the founder of the Comnenian dynafty, 
had afcended the throne of Conftantinople : he con* 
eluded an immediate peace with the Turksy 9md with 
an army of feventy thoufand men, haftHy wttsaibkd^ 
preflSrd forward tt^the relief of Durazzo. Ifia pru- 
dence di£tated to htm, and his numbers enabled him, 
to furround and (tarve the diftrefTed befiegers ; but 
the clamours of his troops, impatient of fubordtnation, 
compelled him to hazard a fpeedy and decifiVe a^ion« 
On the approach of the Greeks, Robert aflembled a 
council of his principal officers. ^ You behold,'^ laid 
he, ** your danger ; it is urgent and inevitable. The 
** hills are covered with arms and ftandards ; and the 
*^ emperor of the Greeks is accuftomed to wars and 
<* triumphs. Obedience and union are our only bfety; 
<* and I am ready to yield the command to a more 
«' worthy leader/' AiTiued of the efteem of his 

followers, 
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followers, the duke continued,' ^' Let. us truft tn the 
•• rewards of viftory, arid deprive cowaxdicj^ of tW 
" mfeans of efcape. Let lis burn our .ygffels and our 
•*' baggage,' and give battle on tliis fpbt, as if it were' 
•* tie ptace'of our nativity and out hurial."_ i The re- 
fbluticnwa^ approved'; and Guifi^^, without con- 
fining himfelF to his lines, awaited rne apph>abh of the 
cnctny, on 'the' fame ground, perhapS|^on wjilch Caefar 
and Poihpef ^ad difputed the empire^f the world. 
' On the flrft dnfet, the Varan^jans,%ybo attended 
theT)erf6n of the Greek emperor, made albloody im- 
preffion oii the army .of Guifcard, which was now 
reduced to fifteen ihoufand men. The Lombards and 
Calabfiatrs tgnonunioufly turned their backs j* Gaita, 
the wife of Robert, thoiqgh wounded by an arrow, 
llili mkinfafried her. ground, and ftrov^, by Her ex- 
ample, to rally the flying troops. The voice and arm 
of lifer' hlilband was more powerful. ' " Whither," he 
cried tijpiid, ^^ whither, io^-yoii fly? your eneniy is 
** iiAplacablej and death is lefs^ grievous jiha^Ofervi* 
^* tud^.*' {a. p. 1081.. Oa. 18.] The battle was re- 
ftored ; the Varangians were flaughtered, the Turks 
fled, the Greeks were difperfed ; and the empef or 
-Alexius, who had difcharged the duties of a general^ 
scnd/a foldier, burft' through furrounding enemies, and 
afl6r wandering two days and nights in the mountains, 
entered the friendly walls of Lychnidus. Of the Nor- 
man kfeights only thirty fell, but with thefe periflied. 
the'impoftor Michael, whofe death was more honour-, 
able than his life. ' 

'Tfie'Vidors were introduced into Durazzo by th<}. 

' ^q£7TL X • treachery 



,-^: 
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treachery df a Venetian, [a. d. 1082. Feb. 8.] 
From that city, the Norman duke advanced into thtf 
heart of Eplrus, traverfed the firft mountains of Thef- 
faly, approached Theflalonica, and made Conftanti- 
nople tremble; He was recalled from this rapid 
progrefs, by the revolt of the cities and barons of 
Apulia, ^he diftrefs of the pope, and the invafion of 
Henry, king of Germany. He repafled the fea in a 
fmgle brigantine, and left the army under - the com** 
rnand of Bohemond. The fon of Guifcard trod in the 
footfteps of his father ; after winning two battles 
dgainfl the emperori he defcended into the plain of 
Theflaly, and befieged Larifla. Alexius had been 
taught experience by his defeats ; every artifice of war 
was called in to his fupport; the campof Bohemond 
was pillaged by a ftratag^m of the Greeks ; the city 
of Lariila was impregnable ; the difcontented counts 
^andoned the Nornian ftandard ; and the fon 'of 
Guifcard, evacuating the conqueft he could no longer 
defend, embarked for Italy, and was embraced by a 
father who efleemed his merit, and fympathizbd in his 
misfortunes. 

The invafion of Italy by the king of Germany was 
firft excited by a fpark of enmity to pope Gregory the 
Seventh j the flame was fpread by the liberality of the 
emperor, and extinguilhed by the valour of the duke 
of Apulia. The Roman pontiflF was already befieged 
in the caftle of St. Angelo, \«hen Guifcard unfurling 
the holy banner, advanced at the head of fix thoufand 
horfe, and thirty thoufand foot, to the relief of the 
prince of the apoftles. Henry trembled at his ap* 

preach; 
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ptoach; he haftfly tcftreated three days before -th4 
entrance of thfe'Normafts ; [a. d, ib84,] and 
Robert, in lels than three years, enjoyed the proud 
fatisfaftion of delivering the pope, and compelling 
the two emperors of the Eaft and Weft to fly be- 
fore his viftorious arms ; but the triumph of Robert 
was clouded by the calamities of Rome ; an hafty word 
of the conqueror was the fignal of fedition ; the holy 
city was profaned by the liceritiom vices of the citi- 
zens, the Saracens and the Norrtians ; and a fpacious 
quarter of Rome, from the Lateran to the Colifeum, 
was confumed by the flames, and devoted to perpetual 
folitude. 

in the fame year of the flight of the German empe* 
ror, the indefatigable Robert i-efufhed the defign of hrs 
eaftern conquefts. His fleet, 'either by negle£l, or the 
change of wind, pafled through the united navies of 
the Greeks and^'Venetiahs ; the Norman troops were 
fafely difembarkad on the*c6afft ofEpirusj [[a. d* 
1084.] and Robert, with twenty well-appointed gal- 
lies, fought the fquadrons of the enemy, and trufted 
his life to the event of a naval combat ; two engagCi* 
ments were indecifive ; but In the third the Normans 
obtained a final and complete viftory. The brigan- 
tiAes of the Greeks were fcattered in ignominious 
flight i of the nine larger veflels of the Venetians feveri 
were funk, and two were taken. In the enfuing fpring, 
the; arms of Robert were turned againft Qreece, and 
the iflands; but white he afpired to the conqiieft of 
Conftantmople, his projeftswere blafted by anepide- 

X 2 mical 
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mical difeafe ; and Ro1)ert, In the fevenrieth year of bis 

age,. expired in the ifland of Cephalonia, pot without 
fome fufpicion of poifon being itnputed to his wife, or 
the Greek emperor. On hi^ death, the viaorious Nor- 
ipang retreated in diForder and coofternatioa ; bisfon 
Roger funk to the humble flation of doke of Apulia; 
but the valiant Bohemond, to whom his father's efteem 
had devolved the inheritance of his fword» difturbed 
the national tranquillity till the firil crufade againft the 
infidels of the £a(l opened a more fplendid field of 
glory and conqueft, 

'I'iie.male line of Robert Guifcard was exttn- 
guidied, both in Apulia and Ajitioch, in the fecond 
generation ; but his younger .brother became the fa- 
ther of a line of kings ; and the fon of the great 
count was endowed with the pame, the conquefts, 
and the fpirit of the firft Roger. At the age of 
only four years, he fucceeded to the fovereignty . of 
the ifland. [a. d. hoi.] On the death of his 
coufm William, of Apulia, Roger failed from Pa- 
lermo with feven gallies, [|a. d. 1127.} caft anchor in 
the bay of Salerno, received an oath of fidelity 
IVom the Norman capital^ and extorted a leg;al in- 
veftiture from the pope. He foon. reduced Capua 
and Naples, and difdatning the titles of duke and 
count,, he accepted that of king of Sicily from pope 
Anacletus, whofe apoftolic authority was attacked by 
tlie adverfe elefiion of Innocent the Second. The 
choice of an ecclefiallical patroa: had near proved fe- 
tal to the monarchy of Roger. The fword of Lo- 

xhaire 
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ihaii-e the Second oF Germany, the excpmmuni- 
cations of Innocent, and the fleets of Pifa, were 
united for the ruin oF the Sicilian robber. The 
•new monarch was driven from ApuhVjbuV, wTth the 
retreat of the German armies, he returned.;/ exter- 
minated a feeble rival TVho had been invefted with 
the dukedom^ became the mafter and friend of' the 
haughty pontiff, and promifed as a penance for his^ 
war againft the fucceflbr of St. Peter, to difplay the 
banner of the crols, a vow propitious to his intereft 
and' revenge. 

The diffentions of the Moflems opened the fea-coafts 
of Africa to the enterprifes of the Greeks and Franks, 
Vk'ho, before the dofe of the eleventh century, had ex-' 
tprted a ranfom of two hundred thoufand pieces of 
gold. The recent injuries of Sicily might provoke a 
juft retaliation on the heads of the Saracens. By the 
firft arms of Roger, "the ifland, or rock, of Malta, 
which has been fmce ennobled by a military and reli- 
gious colony, was infeparably annexed to the crown of 
Sicily. J^A. D. 1123 — iX54«l Tripoli was the next 
objedl of his fucefsfpl attacks. Mahadia, the capital of 
Africa, >yas abandoned to the rapacious invaders. la 
fucceffive expeditions^ the king of Sicily, or his lieute- 
nants, reduced the cities of Tunis, S^fa^, Capfia,Bona, 
and a long traft of fca-coaft. Xhe fortrefles were • 
garrifoned, the country was tributary, and Roger 
might undoubtedly infcribe on his fword, that it held 
Africa in fubjeflion. After his death, that fword was 
l?rokcn j and thefe tranf-marine poffeflions were ne- 

X 3 glefted. 
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f^le&edy evacuated> or loft^ upder the troubled retgn of 
his fucceilbn 

Roger^ exafperated by the contemptuous treatment 
of hiaambafladors at the Bv^antine court, refumed the 
hoftile defigns of Robert Guifcard, againft the empire 
of the Eaft. • [a. d. 1^46.% George, the admiral of 
Sicily, receivecl the fubmiffiop of Corfu, fpread the 
terror, of the Norman name over the prpvinccs of 
Greece, and violated by rapine and f ruelty the vene- 
rable ^gc of Athens, ThebeSj and Corinth. The pro- 
grefs of this naval armament was marked by two 
CQnfpjcuqus events,— the refcue of the king of France, 
and the infult of the Byzantine capital. Louis the 
Seventh, in his return by fea from an unfortunate 
crufade, was balely intercepted oy the Greeks ; the 
royal'ca^tive was delivered by the. fortunate encounter 
of the Noi-man fleet. Conftantindple and the Hellet 
pont, in..the abfence qf the Greek emperor, were left 
v^ithout the fufpicion of danger ; the Sicilian admiral 
caft anchor in the front qf the imperial city, landed 
fome foldiers to rifle the royal gardens, and" painted his 
arrows againft the palace of the Cacfars. The refcnt- 
ment of ^anuel foon covered the Archipelago and the 
Ionian, fea, with his own fquadrons, and thofe of Ve- 
nice;.. nineteen of the gallies of George v/ere feparated 
and taken ; and Corfu implored the clemency of her 
lawful monarch. The life and profperity of Roger 
were no more ; [a. d. 1 154*] and the emperor of the 
Greeks afpired to recover from WilUam the Firft the 
provinces of Italy and Sicily, and to chaftife this pre- 
tended 
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tended king, the grandfoa. of a Norman Vaffal. His 
lieutenant Palceologus, with a fleet and army, reduced 
Bari by force or corruption'; in two campaigns thcL 
Norman prince loft the greater 'part of his continentat 
pofleflions, and Manuel claimed the indefeafible do^J 
minion of Italy, and profefFed his defign of chafing the 
Barbarians beyond the Alps. But thefe conquefts: 
foon eluded the grafp of the Greek emperor ; his am^ 
bafladors had invited pof>e Alexasnder the Thitd to joia 
in feizing the favourable occafion of humbling the; 
pride of the Germans ; the politic poiltiff paufed oHr 
this mqmentous revolution.; he reconciled himfelf with 
Frederic Barbairoffa, the German monarch ; rejefted 
the propofals of Manuel, and at length, excomniuni*- 
cated his adherents ; the death of the gallant Palqeolo-* 
gus devolved the command on feveral chiefs as con* 
fpicuous for their rank, as thpy wei^ di3fe.ftive ifi 
military talents; Apulia and Calabria wer,e reco^rered 
by the king of Sicily ; the Greeks were oppf effed by 
fea and land ; and thofe who efcaped the fwotds of the 
Normans, abjured all future ho&ility s^ainft the perfon 
or dominions of their conqueror. Yet the king of 
Sicily refpefted the conftancy of Manuel, . who had" 
landed a fecond army on • the Italian ihore. [a. d. 
1156.3 Hejolidted a truce, of thirty years, accepted 
t|ie regal title as a gift, and acknowledged himfelf the 
military vaflal of the Roman empire. About the end 
of that term, the throne of Manuel was ufurped by 
the tyrant Andronicus ; the fword of William the Se- 
cond, the grandfon of Roger, was drawn by .a fugitive 

X 4 of 
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of the Comnenian race ; [^a. d. i 183.] but the troops 
of Sicily were chiefly employed 10 the fack of Theffalo- 
nica ; and Ifaac Angelas, the new Grecian emperor,' 
avenged the calamities of that city by the flaughter of 
ten thoufand Normans. 

The fceptre of Roger fucceflively devolved to his fon 
and grandfon^ confounded under the name of William, 
but ftrongly difcriminated by the epithets of bad 
and good. [a. u. 11 54*] The firft William did 
not degenerate from the valour of his race ; but his 
temper was flothful, his manners diflblute, and his 
paflions headftrong. Private feuds, and the various 
forms of calamity and difcord, afflided Palermo, the 
iiland, and the continent, during the reign of Wil- 
liam the Firft, and the minority of his fon. []a. d. 
1166]] The youth, innocence, and beauty of 
William the Second> endeared him to the nation; 
the factions were reconciled, the laws were revi^ 
ved, and from the manhood to the death of that 
prince, Italy enjoyed a (hort feafon of peace, juf- 
lice, and happihefs. In the perfon of William the 
, ^ Second^ the legitimate male pofterity of Tancred 
of Hauteville was extind) but the daughter of 
Roger had married Henry the Sixth of Germany, 
and that prince defcended from the Alps to claim 
the inheritance of his wife* |[a. d. 1189.] The 
free eledion of Tancred, the illegitimate grandfon 
of Roger, for four years withftood the arms of 
Germany ; iStTt the death of that valiant prince once 
more expofed Apulia to the power and claims of 

Henry, 
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Henry, who purfued his viftorious march from 
Capua to Palermo. |^a. b, 1 194-]] Ten years after 
this revolution, the French nionarchy annexed to 
their crown the duchy of Normandy, [a.d. 1204.3 
The fceptre of her ancient dukes had been tranf- 
mitted by a grand-daughter of William the Con- 
queror to the houfe of Plantagenet ; and the ad- 
venturous Normans were loft either in victory or 
iisrvitude among the nations they had vanquiflied* 
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CHAPTER XLI* 

THE TURKS OF THE HOUSE OP SELJUK— THEIR REVOLT 
AGAINST MAHMUD, CONQUEROR OF HINDOSTAN— TOGRUL 
SUBDUES PERSIA, AND PROTECTS THIi CALIPHS— DEFEAT 
AND CAPTIVITY OF THE EMPEROR ROMANES DIOGENES 
BY ALP ARSLAN— POWER OF MALEK SHAH— CONQUEST OF 
A^IA MINOR— CONQUEST OF JERUSALEM. 

While ApuHa and Sicily were fubdued by the 
Norman lance, the thrones of Afia were occupied by 
flaves and foldiers of Turkifli extraction, whofe Scy- 
thian en>pire had been long diflblved. Mamood^ or 
Mahmud, one of the greateft of the Turkifli princes, 
reigned in the eaftern provinces of Perfia, one thou- 
fand years after the birth of Chrift. [a. d. 997.] His 
father Sebeflagi was the domedic flave to a lieutenant 
of the Samanides, who broke by his revolt the bond:> 
of political fubjecliop ; and Sebeftagi, by his courage 
and dexterity, raifed himfelf from fervitude in the fa- 
mily of that rebel, to the fupreme command of the city 
and province of Gazna, as the fon-in-law and fuccef- 
for of his gareful mader. Amidft the public dif- 
orders, the fortune of Mahmud continually in- 
crcafed. For him the title oi fultan was firft in- 
vented ; and his kingdom was enlarged from Tranf- 
oxiana to the neighbourhood of Ifpahan, from the 
ihores of the Cafpian to the mouth of the Indus. The 
war which he waged againft the Gentoos of Hindo- 
ftan, was the principal fource of his fame and riches. 

The 
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The height of the ^louma^n«3^ the breadth of the rivers, 
the barreanef% of the. Defert, ,or the muUitludi^ qf the 
enemy, never difmayed the muffulman hero^» H^; 
marched over the Jiills of Calhtpir and Thibet ; reached 
the famoua city iof Kinnoge on the Upper Ganges ; on 
one pf the brai?iches of the Indus, he vanquiftied in a^ 
naval cotubat four thouffl^d boats of the natives ; 
Dehli, Labor, ^nd Multan.^ were compelled to open, 
their gates ; and the fertile kingdom of Guzarat at- 
traded hia ambitioilr and tempted his (lay. ' On the 
payment of a tribute, the r<ijah prcferve4. their domi-- 
nions j but the zealous muffulman was inexorable to 
the religion of Hindoftan ; the pagodas were levelled, 
to the ground ; the idols were demqlilhed ; and the. 
zeal of the fervants of the prophet was quickened by; 
the riches with which they were, adorned. The pago* 
da of Sunnat was fituated on the promontory of Guza-, 
rat in the neighbourhood of Diu. It was er^dowed. 
with the revenue of two thoufand villages ; and the. 
race of fanatics, who inhabited the city and adjacent 
country, believed, if the impious^ flranger fliould ap- 
proach their /joly limits, he would furely be over- 
whelmed by a blaft of the divine vengeance j the death: 
of fifty thoufand by the fpears of the faithful^ con- 
vinced them of their fatal error j the conqueror aimed 
a blow of his iron mace at the head of the idol j the 
trembling brahmins are reported to have offered ten 
nullions fterling for his ranfom ; the counfellors of 
Mahmud preffed. him to accept it : ** Your reafons," 
replied the fultan, " are fpecious and ftrong ; tut 
>^ never in the eyes of poftcrity Ihall Mahmud appear 
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** as a merchant of idols/* He repeated his blowj, 
and a treafpre of pearls and rubies, concealed in the 
ftatue, rewarded his zeal, and explained the devout 
anxiety of the brahmins. 

The juftice and magnanimity of Mahmad are af? 
teded by two familiar (lories. — I. As he fat in the di- 
van, a fubjeft accufed before the throhe the infolence 
of a Turkifli foldier, who had driven him from his 
houfe and bed. " Sufpend your clamours,'* faid 
Mahnmd ; " inform me of his next vifit, and-'ourfetf 
^ in perfon will judge and punifli the' offender,'^ The 
fultan followed his guide, invcfted the houfe with;his 
guards, and, extinguifhing his torches, pronounced the 
death of the criminal, who had been feized in the 
aft of rapine and adultery. After the execution of his 
fentence, the lights were rekindled, JMahmud fell 
proftrate in prayer, and, rifing from the ground, de- 
manded fome homely fare, which he devoured with 
the voracioufnefs of hunger. The poor man, whofe 
injury he had avenged, was unable to fupprefs bis 
aftonifliment and cift-iofity ; and the courteous mo- 
narch condefcehded to explain the motives of this 
Angular behaviour. " I had reafon to fufpeft, 
*• that none, except one of my fons, could dare 
" to perpetrate fuch an outrage; and I extin< 
" guiihed the lights, that my juftice might be blind 
^ and inexorable. My prayer was a thankfgiving 
*« on the difcovery of the oflfender ; and fo painful 
*< was my anxiety, that I had paifed three days with- 
" out fcod fince the firft moment of your complaint.'* 
— IL The fultan of Gaz^a had declared war againft 

the 
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the dynafty of the Bowides, the foirereign» of the 
Mreftern Perfia. He was difarmed by an epiftle of the 
fultana mother^ and delayed his jnvafion till the man- 
hood of her fon. " During the life of my hufband,** 
faid the artful regent, " I was ever apprehenfive of 
" your ambition : he was a prince and a foldier wor- 
*^ thy of your arms. He is now no more ; his fceptrc 
^' has pafled to a woman and a child, and you dare 
^^ not attack their infancy and weakness. How in^ 
*' glorious would be your conqueft ! how (hame« 
*' ful your defeat I and yet the event of wa(f is in 
** the hand of the Almighty." Avarice was theonjy 
Jefed that tarniihed the illuftrious chai^der of Mah^ 
mud ; and that paffion was richly fatiated by the vir- 
gin fpoils of Kindoftan. But the inftabiHty of human 
greatnefs difturbed the repofe of his declining years ; 
and his grief was embittered by the hoftile progrefs of j 
the Turkmans, whoQi he had introduced into the 
heart of his Perfianlangdom. 

Two confiderable branches of the Turkmans extend 
on either fide of the Cafpian Sea. The weftern co- 
lony can mufter forty thoufand foldiers; the eaftero, 
lefs obvious to the traveller, but more ftrong and po^ 
pulous, has increafed to the number of one hundred 
thoufand families. In the mid ft of civilized nations, 
they preferve the manners of the Scythian Defert, re- 
move their encampments with the change of feafons, 
and feed their cattle among the ruins of palaces. 
Their wandering life maintains the fpirit and exercife 
bfarms; they fight on horfeback ; and their courage 
U difplayed in frequent coutefts with each other, and 
with. their neighbours.. For the licence of paflqre, 
. . they 
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they pay a flight tribute to the foreragn of die hmd ; 
but the om^ftic jurifdictloa is in the hmds of die 
chiefs and the elderf • 

The firft emigration of the eaftem Tmianaiis i 
be afirribed to the tenth centnry of the Chriftian 
In the decline of the caliphs, feveral of the wandcfiB^ 
tribes, embracing the Mahometan £uth, obcaned free 
encampments, in the fpadoos plaint of Tranfosdaca 
and Carizme. Thefe emigrations and fettlements wee 
encouraged by Mahmud beyond the example of femcr 
dmes ; he was admonifhcd of his error by a chief cf 
the race of Senuk, who dwelt in the te nitor i of Bo- 
cbanu The Tultan had inquired what fop{^ of caea 
be conld.furriifli for miiitarv fervice. ** If vonicnd,'' 
replied Ifm^el, ^ one of thefe arrows into oor rainp, 
•* fifiy thiurind of your ferrants will mount on itovfe- 
^ back«'* *^ And if that number," cbntinoed Mah- 
mud, <^ (bould not be fuiHcientr'' ^' Send this ib- 
*• ccnd arrow to the herd of B Jik, and you wfll fed 
" fifty thoufand mere/* " But/' fa'd the foltais, 
diflembling his anxiety, ^* if I fhonid fiand in need fA 
« the whole force of your kindred tribes ?'• '«* Dif- 
'^ patch my bow," yxz& the laR reply of Ifmaely ^ aed 
^ as it is circubted round, the fummons wiii be obej- 
^ ed by two hundred thouland horfe." The apprev 
henfions of Mahmud induced him to tranfport the 
moil obnoxious tribes into the heart of Chora&n. 
Pa. d. 1028 3 But the abfence and death of the fid- 
tan of Gazna relaxed the vigour of gorernmem : the 
ihepherds weie converted into robbers ; the bands of 
robbers were collected into an army of conquerors ; 
and the Turkmans were not afraid to meafure thev 
1 1 ftren^h 
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ftrehgrh with Maffoud, the fon and fucte^flbr of Mah- 
mud. That prince marched in perfon againft the 
formidable hbft of invaders, who attacked him on all 
fide$ with barbarous fhouts and irregular onfet; [a. d* 
105&.] the perfonal valour of Maffoud was inef-. 
feftual; the fultan was abandoned by the cowardice 
-or treachery of fomc generals of Turkifli race ; and 
this memorable day of Zendecan founded in Perfia the 
dynafty of the (hepherd kings. 

The Turkmans immediately proceeded to the elec* 
tlon of a king J .^and if we can credit a Latin hiftorian, 
the choice of their new mafter was deterniined by lot. 
A number of arrows Wjsre infcribed fucccffively with 
the name of a tribe, a family, and a candidate; they 
were drawn from the bundle by the hand of a child ; 
[a, D. 1038.] and the important prize was obtained 
by Togrul Beg, the fon of Michael, the fon of Beljuk, 
The latter appears to have been a chief of power and 
renown j and was baniflied from Turkeftan for an in- 
trufion into the harem of his prince. He paffed the 
Jaxartes with a numerous tribe of friends and vaffals, 
encamped in the neighbourhood of Samarcand, em- 
braced the religion of Mahomet, and acquired the 
crown of martyrdom in ^ war againft the infidels ; yet 
Seljuk, before hts glorious fate, had attained the age ' 
of an hundred and feven years j he beheld the 
death of his fon, and adopted the care of his 
grandfons Togrul and Jaafar^ the eldeft of whom 
VfzS hivefted with the title of fultan; in the royal 
tky of Nifhabur. The virtues of the fuccefsful 
candi4at€ juftified the determination of chance; 
*• -• he 
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he expelled the Gaznavides from the eaftern kiftgdomi 
of Perfia, and gradually drove them to the banks of 
the Indus ; he annihilated in the Weft the dyuafty of 
the Bowides ; by the conqueft of Media he approached 
the Roms^ confines, and his ambaSadors demsmded 
the tribute and obedience of the emperor of Con- 
ftantinople. In his own dominions Togrul was the 
father of hits foldiers and people ; and his firm an4 
equal adminiftration relieved Perfia from the evils pf 
anarchy. The more rufiic of the Turks continued, 
under their native princes, to dwell in their teats from 
theOxus to the Euphrates'; but the Turks of the 
court imitated the drefs, language, and manners of 
the Perfians ; and the royal palaces of NiQiabuf and 
Rei difplayed the magnificence of a great monarchy. 
The whole body of the Turkiih nation embraced with 
fervour the religion of Mahomet ; and the firft of the 
Seljukian fovereigns was confpicuous by his zeal 
and faith : each day be repeated the five prayers 
which are enjoined to the true believers: of each 
week, the two firft days were confecrated by an extra- 
ordinary fad ; and in every city a mofch was com- 
pleted before Togrul prefu.med to lay the foundations 
of a palace. 

Togrul, With the belief of the koran, imbibed a 
lively reverence for the fucceflbr of the p^-ophet. That 
charader was ft ill difputed by the caliphs of Ba^iad 
and Egypt ; Mahmiid had declared himfelf in £>vottr 
of the line of Abbas ; yet the ungrateful Hafhtomite 
had changed with the change of fortune ; and, after 
the victory of Zendecan, he named the Seljiikian 

fokan 
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fukaii hi8 temporal vicegerent over the Moflem world* 
In the execution of this truft, Togrul was called to the 
deliverance of the caliph Cayems and obeyed the holy 
fummons which gave a new kingdom to his arms. At 
the head of an irrefi(lible force, the fultan of Perfia 
marched from Hao^adan, [a. p. 1055.3 to relieve the 
commander of the faithful, who was imprifoned in hia 
palace of Bagdad by the revoltof theTurkiih and Arabian 
^mirs. Before the prefence of the fon of Seljuk, this prince 
of the Bowides difappeared ; the heads of the pioft obi« 
fiinate rebels were laid at his feet ; and he inflifted ai 
leiTon of obedience on the people of Moful and Bag- 
dad. The grateful caliph received Togrul with every 
mark of honour and refpef^ } declared him the tempo*' 
ral lieutenant of the vicar of the prophet ;. girded hitx^ 
with two fcymetars, as the fymbols of a double reign- 
over the Eaft and Weft } and at length beftowed oni 
him hi$ daughter, and mingled the proud blood of the 
Haihemites with that of a Scythian ihepherd. The 
royal nuptials were followed by the death of Togrul 
himfelfj [a. d. i€>6j.] as he left no children, his 
nephew Alp Arflan fucceeded to the title apd prero- 
gatives of fultan ; ai^d his name, after that of the 
caliph, was pronounced in the public prayers of the 
Moflems. 

The vidiories of Nicephorus, Zimifces, and Bafil, 
hskd once more extended the eadern provinces of. 
Rome as far as AijitiQch, and the more diftant boun- 
daries of Armenia, [a. p. 1050.] Twemy-five 
years after the death of B^&l, tjiefe provinces were af- 
fj^filted by myriad^ ojf ;TurkiAl harfe, who overfpread 

, Vol. II. ' * Y a fron- 
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a frontier of fix hundred miles from Tauris to Arze^ 
roum. Yet the arms of Togrul made not any laftiag 
impreffion on the Greek empire ; .the torrent rolled 
away from the open country ; and the fultan retired, 
without glory or fuccefs, from the fiege of an Arme- 
nian city: but the fucceffor of Togrul difplayed the 
fiercenefs and generofity which had procured him the 
name of Alp Arflan, the valiant lion ; he pafled the 
EuphrateSj entered Csfarea, the metropoUs of Cappa- 
docia; [a. d. 1065 — io68.] and achieved the final 
conquell of Armenia and Georgia. In this holy war 
the Turkilh fultan and his Ton Malek were indefati- 
gable } they penetrated through the woods and vallies 
of Mount Caucafus.; their captives were compelled to 
promife a fpiritual as well as temporal obedience ; and 
iuQead of their collars and bracelets, an iroa horfe- 
jhoe, a badge of ignominy, was impofed on the infidels, 
who ftill adhered to the worfhip of their fath^s. 

The Greek emprefs Eudocia^ prefled by the arms of 
Alp Arflan, gave herfelf and her fceptre to the hand of 
a foldier, and.Romanus Diogenes was mvefted with the 
purple, [a. d. 1068. J Within two months after bis 
acceffion he quitted Conftantinople ; and by his fpirit 
and fiiccefs, the foldiers were taught to ad, the fubjeds 
to hope, and the enemies to fear. The Turks had pe- 
netrated into the heart of Phrygia ; and their nume- 
rous detachments, in the fecurity of conqueft, were 
fcattered over the face of Afia. Laden with fpoil, and 
carelefs of difcipline, they were feparately furprifed and 
defeated by the Greeks. Jn three laborious campaigns 
the invaders were driven beyond the Euphrates ; m 
9 the 
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the fourth' ahd laft/Romanus undertook tlie deliverance 
of Armenia^ Hrs army ionfifted of one hilndrbd 
thoufand men ; of the proriiifcuous' bands which com4 
pofed It, the moft formidable were the Pranks and 
Normans; and the emperor, confMing in hisftrength, 
inarched forvfard^ to the iicge of Melazkerd, an im- 
portant fortrefs in the midway between the » cities of 
Arzeroum and Van. 

Alp Arflan had rcfigncd to hiis emirs the conduct of 
the war ; but on the report of this 'bold invafjftn, he 
flew to the fccne of aftion whh forty thoufand h'orfe ; 
his rapid evolutions difmayed the fuperior numbers of 
the Greeks ; the imprudence of the emperor had fepa- 
rated'his forces after the reduftion of Melazkerd ; it 
was in vain he endeavoured to rfecal the mercenary 
Franks ; but the fair propofals of the fultan allowed 
him to fecure a retreat, and perhaps a peace f the an- 
fwer of Romanus was conceived in the tone of infult 
and defiance. " If the Barbarian wiflies for peace, let 
** him evacuate the ground^ which he occupies, for the 
" encampment of the Romans, and furrender his city 
** and palace of Rei as the pledge of his Sincerity .'*— 
Alp Arflan fmiled at the vanity of his demand, but he 
wept the death of fo many faithful Moflems ; after a 
devout prayer, he proclaimed a free permiffion to all 
who were defirous of retiring from the field j and de- 
clared that if he were vanquiflied, that fpot fliould be 
the place of his burial, [a, d. 107 i . Auguft.] A de- 
fiiltory combat was maintained during the greater part 
of a fummer's day; but in the moment of lafliiude the 
Grecian phalanx^ broken by the cowardice of Andro- 
. . ' Y 2 nicus. 
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ftkus, who dtfgraced the birth of the'Caefars, was 
overwhelmed by the TurkiOi arrows, Encompafled 
by the vidortous Turks, Romanes flood alone, firm 
and intrepid, till he was opprefled and bound by the 
ftrength of multitudes. Alp Arflan clafpe^ the hand 
of his royal captive with tender fympathy ; cenfured 
the unworthy fubjefts who had deferred .then- valiant 
prince in the hour of danger ; and aflured him that his 
life and dignity ihould be inviolate in the hands of a 
prince, who had learned to refpeft the majefty of his 
equals, and the viciffitUdes of fortune. In a familiar 
converfation. Alp Arflan afked him what treatment he 
expected to receive, and the cahn indiflKsrence of the 
emperor difplays the freedom of his mind. ^^ If you 
** ai^ truel,** faid he, " yoo will take my life 5 if you 
*^ liifen to pride, you n^ill drag me at your chariot 
*' wheels } if you confult your intereft, you will ac*- 
** cept a ranfom, and rcftore me to my country.**—* 
*' And what,** continued the fultan, " would hare 
** been your own behaviour, had fortune fmiled on your 
•* arms ?** *^ Had I vanquiflied/* he fiercely replied, 
*« I would have inflicted on your body many a ftripe.'* 
The Turkifli conqueror obferved, that the Chriftian 
law bad inculcated the love of enemies and fbrgivenefs 
of injuries ; and nobly declare^ that he would not imi- 
tate an example which he condemned. He did^ted 
the terms of peace at an annual tribute of three "hun- 
dred and fixty thoufand pieces of gold, and his ran- 
fom at a million. Romanus was difmified with rich 
prefents and a military guard ; but his fubje£ts had al- 
ready chofen another monarch ; and the fukan would 

have 
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ha VI? efpoufed the caufe of hh aUy* had not his defign$ 
been prevented by the defeat, imprironmem^ and death 
of Romanus EKogtnes, 

The viaorious Alp Arflan meditated the glorious 
cooqueft of Turkeftan^ the XM'iginal feat of the houfe 
of Sdjuk. He faccefsjtilly jKiffed the Oxus ; but his 
pTQgrefs was intercepted by Jofeph the Carissiiiian» who 
preCuoied to defend ibe foruds of Berzem 9gaubft die 
forces of die £aft. The fukan repruaanded hiB cap- 
tive ibr ilia ohftmate folly ; and the infoleht .repKes of 
4fae rebel provoked a fentence, that he Ihoald be faRr- 
^ned^to &Hxr. flakea, and left to expire in chat fi t|iati<m. 
The de^rate iCaarizmian riafiad with his dagger againft 
the tbcooe ; the zeal of the guards was chec^ai. by 
Alp Arflan, wbo drew im bow ; but his fo^t flifjped^ 
^he arrow glanced afikfe, and he received in hk br^ 
ihe idagger of jofepfa> who was imnaediat^ly cut to 
pieces* (^a. D, loya.J' " ki my youfth,*' &id the dy- 
ing monarch, ^^ I was adviied by a fage to biimble 
** myfelf before God^todtftruft ray own ftrcngth, aiid 
^' never to delpiiie the moft contemptible foe. I have 
«* neglefted thefe Icflbns, and tny negleft has been de- 
^' fervtediy puni&ed. Ycfterday,,asfromanemiamce 
^^ I beheld the numbers, the difcipline, and fpirit Qf 
** my armies, the earth feemed to tremble under my 
^^ feet ; and I laid in my heart, furely thou art the 
<^ king of the world, the gncatefl: and mod: invincible 
^ of warrioa^s. Thefe armies ue no longer mine; 
^' and in the confidence of my perfonal ftrei^thj I now 
^^ fall by the hands of an affaffin/' Such werp the 
lad words of thefultan,and,his(iatel^ tomb prefent^d 

Y 3 to 
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to the paflengcf this . ufcful mferiptbn. ** O ye who 
^ have feen the glory of Alp Arflan exalted w the 
** heavens, repair to Maru^ and you will bdioid it 
^ buried in the duft." '« 

Malek* ^ah eftabliOted hU fdcceffiM to the tkrnt 
of Alp Arihit, by a triple Tidory over an Uftoleja 
coufin, and a brother. On;tbe eve of the battle, u he 
performed his' devotions it Thotts, ht ft(ked his vizir 
(fizam, who had knelt befide him, .whait had becfit the 
object of. his iiecret peckion } '* chat y6iiv arms may 
'^ be crowned with victory,'' was the udwer of tbetni- 
iiifter ; <^ for my part/' : replied the generous Malek, 
*^ I implored the Lord of hofts, that he ^ would take 
** from me my life and crown, if my brother be more 
^^ worthy than myfelf to teign over f he Moflems^^-^ 
The favourable' judgment of Heaven was ratified by 
the caliph ; and the ikered title of commafider-of the 
faithful was communicated to a Barbarian ; but tltt 
Barbarian, by hisperfonal merit, andtheeictentof his 
empire, was the greateft prince of his age ; he reduced 
Turkeftan, and extended his authority over Cafligar, 
a Tartar kingdom on the extreme borders of China. 
From the Chinefe frontier, he ftretched his jurifdidion 
as far as the mountains of Georgia, the neighbourhood 
of Conftaminople, the holy city of Jerufalem, and the 
fpicy groves of Arabia Faelix : but his ambailadors 
had in vain afked in marriage a Roman princefs ; and 
while he meditated the defignof fixing his refidence at 
Bagdad, the capital of the Moflems, the fultan was 
fummoned by the angel of death, and with his perfon 
the greatnefs and unity of the Tutkffh empire expired. 

[^A. I). 
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[a* D. . 1 092. j} The eUleft branch ofthe Seljuk £imily 
eftabKflie4 |he Ferfian dj^ajiy ; the thrjee ypuDger, the 
dyVk%%^%of^erpian^ of ^yri^j and of R^finn. the firft 
of chefe commanded an obfcurq? docpinioa . on (he 
&^^ of. the Indian s>9?^n ; the (ipcond exp^led the 
,wA|abi£|{) princ^ of.Aleppqan^ Damafcusi; the;, third 
ilivajded the}^x«naix..prQyinces,of Afui, ^^ ,. .- 

Soliman, the third in defc|gnt|C^cm.,:Sdjqk,, had 
drawn his fword ^^^ Mal^ ; th^y fifei;e, r^scof^ciled 
by the me^tion^f the caliph $ |ii4 .3Q]liyinw tmdier- 
tod^ (fbe^ war. ag^i#^ tkf iin)}jelieiring Gre^]^ and ac* 
cepted the royal l^andard, which ^ave him the free 
conqued land hereditary command of the provinces 
of the RQqfiw empire, from Ar^j^rpum to Qo4ftanti* 
ziQpJle^ and the anknovsjn regions of the W^ft^; Ac- 
ocp)p$inied by his four brothers, he paiTed the £uphra<> 
tefr ; [At D., 1074*3 fQ<>n pitched his camp in Phrygia, 
abod his cavalry kid wade the country as far z$ the 
Hellefpont and the Black Sea. The forces of Soli- 
man enabled Botpniate^y an afpiring general of the 
Greeks, to mount the in^^ial throne, and fupplant 
the feeble ion of Eudocia : but the obedience and re- 
venues of the Afiadc provinces were diverted from the 
new emperor by the Turks ; and the dread of the 
Norcnans compelled Alexius, in the fucceeding reign, 
to confirnt to Soliman his acquifitions in a formal 
treaty of peace. 

Nice* the metropolis of Bithynia, was chofen by 
the fultan, as the capital of his new empire ; ahd 
Antioch was foon opprefled by the arms of an ambi* 
tious monarch, who inarched fix hundred miles in 

Y 4 twelve 
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t*4lTe flights to futpfife that city; the appendant 
titles, as fat as Laodtcea^ and the confines of Aleppo, 
Tiibnfiittedy vrithotlit reluctance, or at lead without 
oppofitiottj [a. d. 1084.] and the concjucfts and 
tlign of Sbliman from Laodicea to the lliracian Bof- 
^HotUt, ezteiided thirty days journey tn lehgth ; and 
in breadth abouf ten or fifteen, bfetweidn the rocks of 
Lycia sttiii ih6 Black Sea- ' 

The ztil df t>U^ribiage towards the Cileyetith cen- 
tury hid ehcfeafed beyond the example of fot-mer 
tikiies; the roads to Jerulaletti were doffed ifkh 
ttlUltittlde^ bt dther fez, &nd of every raidc^ who ptb^ 
fefled their cohtempt of life, fo fooaas they flloUld 
hafe ki^d the totiiti of their Redeemer. Sultaa 
Toucttibs tlid broth^i* of Malek Shah, affefted hk 
ciatih to this dominion df Syria and Paleftine ; but th^ 
hereditary comtnand of the hdly city sLnd tetntoky Wa^ 
ehtriifted to the emir Ortdk^ the chiitf '<>f fi trU^ <^ 
Turkmans^ whofe manners ftill breath^ th^ fierceoefs 
of the Defert. From Nite to Jerufatem^ the wejfti^ta 
countries of Afia were a fcene of fol-eig^ and dt^tti^ftib 
1l3(til{ty; the fliepherds of Paleftine^ who hdd k 
)p^rfccarioub fway on a doubtftil fronti^, had HdthM: 
hffijAt or ie^^aeity to await the flow ptofitt ofcOMMiti^ 
ctal a*d itlijgiou* freedom j the pilgrims werte the 
ViBims of private rapine, 6t pibblic oppreffidh s th^ 
pathetic tale excited the millions of the Weft to marcH 
^hde^ thi ttaiidird df the crof^ td the teKef iof the 
feoTy land j a fpfrit of religioui chivalry «tofe; a nerve 
Wa§ touched of iixquifite feeliAg ; taA (be fenfadon 
vibrated to the heart of E^rdp^, 

CHAP- 
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GttAPTEll XLir. 

ORIGIN AND NUMBERS OF TH£ FIRST CRUSADE— CHARAC- 
TERS OF THE LATIN* PRINCES— THEIft. MARCH TO CON-, 
STANTlNOPLE-ipot^CV OF Tttfe GRtEK EMPEROR— CX)N- 
QUEST OF NICE, ANTIOCH, ANb JERUSALEM— GODFREY 
OF ttOUILLON, I9RST KIN& 69? T&ivSALZM. 



About twenty yeaW ^fter the toAtjueft of Jehi.. 
faleift by the Turks, the h<Af Tepixlthh was vifited by 
an hermit of the name of Peter, a native of Amiens, ill 
the |>rovince t>f Picdrdy. Hh refetitment and fym* 
pathy Were excffed by his own injuries and (fte^op* 
preifi6tt of the Chriftian name, iFrom Jerufalem the 
pilgrim returned aii bccbrnplt^ed fanatic, and deters 
mthed td irbufe the martial i^ltions of Europe to the de^^ 
liverbace of the holy land* Pope Urban the Second 
teceived hitn as a prophet^ and applauded his glorious 
defigni [Ai D. 1095— -lo^lJ.] and tlie *ealouS mif- 
fionary, invigorated by the approbation of the pontiff, 
traverfed with fpeed aAd fuccefs the ptovinces of Italy 
and France^ His head bare, bis feet naked, his meagre 
body wrapt in a coarfe garment, he preatfaed to innu*. 
tnerable crowds in the churches, the ftreets, and the 
highways ; when he painteA tite fufferings of the na- 
tives and piigriins of Pafcftitie, every heart was melted 
to cofaipaffion ; when he challenged the warriors ot 
the age to defend their brethren, and rdcue their fa- 
yioul-, every breaft glowed With indignation ; the ruftic 

cnthu- 
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enthuHaft infpired the paffions which he felt, and 
Chriftendom expected with impatieace the counfels and 
decrees of the fupreme pontiff. 

The council, aflemb^i^d by Urban for confidering 
this important enterprife, met at ilacentia^ and con- 
fided of two hundred bifbops of Italy, France, 
Borguady, .Swabia,. and Bayaria; [a.d. 1095. 
March.} four thoufaad of the clergy, and thirty 
thoufand of riie laity attended 4 and the feffion 
of feven days was held in a fpacious plain adjacent to 
the city. The amba^adors of the < Caock empercfr, 
Alexhis ComneiMisj were introduced to plead thedif- 
tiefs of their fovereign^ aad the daftg^sr of Cooiftfflti- 
jiople* At the iadita.leof the.mirery.of their eafters 
brethren, the alIemUyf*burft into tears ; and the moll 
eager champions declared their reac^nerfi inAantly to 
inarch under the hoiy banper; but the prudent pope 
adjourned the final dedfion to a fecon4 fypod ; and in 
the autumn of the fame year, at Clermos^ in the terri* 
toriosof the count Auverg^e, the Roman pondff con* 
vened a council not lefs numerous or refpeftable than 
the fynod of Placentia. [a. p. 1095. November.] 
His eloquence was addrefled to a well prepared and 
impatient audience. His topics were obvious, his ex- 
hortation was vehement, his fuccefs inevitable« The 
orator was interrupted by the fliouts of thoufands,whQ 
with one voice, and in their rudic idiom> exclaimed 
aloud, « God wills it! God wills it V " It isin* 
^* deed the will of God,*' replied the pope, ** and let 
^^ this memorable word be for eyer adopted as your 
^< cry of battle, to ^mat^ the courage of thechampi* 

♦« ons 
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" ons of Chfift. His crofe. is the fytobol of yow 
<^ falvaticm; vear it^^ rei]»abloQ4yx:mrs, a& aplocige 
** ^of your facred and irrevocable tugagementV* The 
propofal was joyfully accepted ; great aumbers, both 
of the clergy and laity j impreffed on their garment^ the 
fign of the crois ; arid after a confeffion and abfi)lutk)R 
of their fins^ the champions of the crofs were di&rijflfel 
with a foperfluous admonitioa to invke their cou&tty- 
menand friends ; and their departure for the holy 
land' was fixed to the fedival of the afiun^tioo^ the 
fiftcGttth of Auguft, of the cnfuing year. 

In the ag^ of the crufades, the ChriftianSy both of 
thieJ£a& and Weft» were periiiaded of the lawfblneft 
and merit .of the holy war. They infifted on the 
right of naifural and religious jieSmctj thesr peouhar 
title to the: holy iand, and the. impiety of their Pagaa 
and Mahoax^tan.foes. The vitftonoiis Turks aflerted 
a divine dsdta o£ untyerfat empire ; in lefs than thirty 
years ihey had fubdued the kingdonas of Afia, as £tf 
as Jerufalem and the Hellefpofit ; and the Greek em* 
pire tottered on the verge of deftru&ion. To the 
worldly apprehenfion of their progrefs, were added 
fpiritual motives and indulgences* In the middle age8» 
the bifiiops and priefts interrogated (inners; compelled 
them to give an account of their thoughts, words, and 
adions ; and prefcrlbed the termsof their reconciliation 
with God. A year of penance was appreciated at 
about four pounds fterling for the rich ; and at nine 
ihillings for the indigent ; it is a maxim of the civil 
law, that whofoever cannot pay with his purfe muft 
p^y with his body s the practice of £agellation was 

wlopted 
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adopted by the monks, a cheap though painful equi- 
valcAit; and a year of penance was taxed at three 
tboiifahd laihes* In the council pf Cleroiont, the 
pope pfodaimed z pknary ijulu(gence to thofe who 
ibould cnlift under the banner of the crofs ; the abfo- 
liitiiMlof it// their fins, and a full receipt for aJith^i 
taighi be due of canonical penance. The robber, the 
iftcendiary, the homicide^ arofe by thoufands, and the 
terms of atonement were eagerly embrace^ by ofienders 
cf every rank and denomination. To thefe were fuper- 
added lefs pure temptations ; the fpoils of a Turluih 
emh: ; the flavour of the wines, and the beaiuty of the 
Grecian women { and^each wanior depended on his 
(Word id carve a plenteous and honourable eftabliA- 
snent, winch he meaTured only by the extent of his 
wiiliei. Thefe inducements were potentand numerous; 
the ignorance, which magnified the hopes^^ipinilhed 
the perils of the enterprife, and to defray their prepan- 
tiona, .princes aUenated their provinces, nobles their 
Jands and caftles, and peafants their catde and the in- 
Ammentfi of huibandry ^ 

The fifteenth of Auguft had b^en fixed in the coun- 
cil of Clermont for the departore of the pUgnmsi 
£a. o. 1096. May.] but the day was anticipated by a 
croud of thoughtlefs plebeians. Early in the fpring, 
above fixty thoofoad of the populace of both fexes, 
from the confines of France and Lorraine, flocked 
found Fe«er the Hermit, and prefled the miflioiuuy to 
lead them to the holy iiepulchre. The unqualified fs- 
liatic afiumed the charader <^ a general, and moved 
wkh bis votaries along the banks of the Rhine and 

Danube* 
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Danube- Their wants and numbers fodn compeWedl 
them to feparate, and Walter the Pennylefs, a vaHant 
though needy foldief, condufted the vanguard of the 
pilgrims. The footfteps of Peter were clofely purfued 
by the monk Godefcat, whofe fermons had fwept 
away fifteen or twenty thoufand peafants from the vH-» 
lages of Germany. The rear was agaih preffed by 
two hundred thoufand of the refufe of the people,wha 
mingled with tlieir devotion a brutal licence of rapine, 
proftitution, and drunkennefs.. The perfecution of 
the Jews was the firfl warfare of thefe enthufiafts ; and 
at VerduUj Treves, Mentz, Spires, and Worms, many 
thoufands of that unhappy people were pillaged and 
maifacred. A reonnant was faved by a feigned con* 
verfion; but the more obftinate pr^ipitated them* 
felves, their families, and their wealth, into the riveh 
or the flames ; and diiappointed, at leaft, the avarice of 
their implacable enemies. 

In their march through the wild and extenfive 
countries of Hungary and Bulgaria, the diibrders of 
the pilgrims provoked the ferocious nature of the in* 
habitants ; and many myriads of the crufaders were 
the vidims of their indignation and revenge. About 
a third of the naked fugitives, and the hermit Peter 
was of the number, eicaped to the Thracian moun* 
tains ; they were conducted to Conftantinopk by cafy 
jourciefi ; and tranfported to the Aflatic fide of the 
^ofphorus, by the caution of th^ emperor Alexius^ 
who advifed them to await the arrival of their bre« 
thren* Their- blind impetuofity foon urged them to 
defert tb^ flation whicb he had afligned tiiem^ and to 
2 ' rulh 



334 DECLINE AND FALL OF 

fnA headlong againft the Turks, who ocaxpied tbe 
road to Jerufalem ; Peter the Hermit had withdrawn 
from the camp to Conftantinople ) Walter thePenny- 
lefs in vain attempted to introduce' fome order among 
the promifcuous multitude ; they werd allured into the 
plain of Nice, overwhelmed by the Tuikilh arrows, 
and three hundred thoufand of the firft cmfaders 
periflied before a fingle city was refcued from the in- 
fidels, or their graver brefthren had completed the pre- 
parations of their enterprife. 

In the firft crufade, none of the great fovereigns of 
Europe embarked. The emperor, Heiiry the Fourth, 
was not difpofed to obey the faaimons of the pope, 
with whom he was at variance ; Philip the Firft of 
France was occupied by his pleafures ; William Ru- 
fus of England by a recent conqueft ; the kings of 
Spain were engaged in a domeftic war agaihft the 
Moors ; and the northern monarchs of Scotland, Den- 
mark, Sweden, and Poland, were yet ftrangefs to the 
paflions and interefts of the fouth. But the religious 
ardour was ftrongly felt by the princes of the fecond 
order, who held an important place in the feudal fyftem. 
I. Of the principal, the foremoft in war and Council 
was Godfrey of Bouillon ; his father was bf the noble 
race of the counts of Boulogne ; and he himfetf was 
invefted by the emperor's bounty with the ducal title 
of Lorraine ; his valour was matured by prudence and 
mederauon ; his piety, though blind, was fincere ; and 
in the tumult of a camp, he pradifed the real and fic- 
titious virtues of a convent. He was accompanied by 
his two brothers, £uftace tbe elder, who had fucceeded 

to 
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to the county of Boulogne, and Baldwin, a cHaraacr 
of more ambiguous virtue. The nobles of France, 
Germany, and Lorraine, marched under the banner of 
Godfrey, and their confederate force was compofed of 
fourfcof e thoufand foot, and about ten thoufand borfe. 
II. The French, the Normans, and the pilgrims of the 
Britiflb ifles followed the (landard of Hugh count of 
Vermandois, the brother of the king of France ; of 
Robert duke of Normandy, the eldeft fon of William 
the Conqueror, but who was deprived of the kingdom 
of England by the aftivity of his brother Rufus ; of 
Robert court of Flanders, furnamed the fword and 
lance of the Chriftians ; and of Stephen, count of 
Chartres, of Blois, and of Troyes, and one of the 
richcft princes of his age. III. In the fouth of France, 
the command was aflumed by Adhemar, bifliop of 
Pay, a venerable prelate, and the pope's legate, and 
Raymond count of St. Giles and Thouloufe, a veteran 
warrior, who added the prouder titles of fluke of 
Narbonne and marquis of Provence ; yet the eminent 
qualities of this chief were clouded by a temper, 
haughty,^ envious, and obflinate, and it was eafier for 
him to extort the praife of the infidels, than to pre- 
ferve the love of his srffociates. IV. Bohemond, the 
fon of Robert Guifcard, was already famous by his 
double viftory over the Greek emperor. His father's 
will reduced him to the principality of Tarentura ; 
and of all the leaders he alone was adluated by the 
motives of found policy. Several princes of the Nor- 
man race accompanied this veteran general ; and 

his 
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bis CDufin Taocred was conrpicnous for all the 
virtuet and accomplilbinents which fqtmed a perfect 
knight. 

The ceremony of knighthood was in its origin fimple 
and pro^e, and fome traces of it ipay be found in Ta- 
citus, and the woods of Germany, The candidate, after 
a previous trial, was invefted with bis fwordand fjpurs; 
and bis cheek or Aoulder were touched with a flight 
blow, as an emblem of the lad affront, which it was 
lawful for him to endure ; in the holy wars the order 
of chivalry was ailimiiated in its rights and privileges 
to the facred orders of priefthood. The fword of the 
novice was offered on the altar, and bleiTed by the 
minifters of religion; and he 'was created a knight in 
the name of God, of St. George, and of St. Michael 
the archangel. As the champion of God and the 
ladies^ he devoted himfelf to fpeak the truth, to pro- 
tcSt the diftreified, to pradife courtefy, to pm^fue the 
infidels } and to vindicate in every perilous adventure 
the honour of his character. The lance was the pro- 
per and peculiar weapon of the knight ; his borfe was 
of a large and heavy breed ; his armour was lefs pon- 
derous than in later times ; and bis breaft was defend- 
ed by a coat of mail. When their long lances were 
fixed in the reft, the warriors furiouily fpurred their 
horfes againft the foe ; and the light cavalry of the 
Turks and Arabs could feldom ftand againft the di- 
rect and impetuous weight of their charge. Each 
knight was attended to the field by his faithful fquire, 
a youth of equal birth and fimilar hopes } he was fol- 
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low^d by his archers and men at arms, and four, or 
five, or fix foldiers, were computed as thie furniture 
ofa complete /tf«r^. 

The difficulty of procuring fubfiftence for the my- 
riads of men and horfes, engaged the princes to fepa^ 
rate their forces, and tg appoint the neighbourhood of 
Conftantinople as their place of rendezvous. Within 
nine months from the fead of the aflumption, the day 
appointed by Urban, ail the Latin princes had reached 
that city ; [a. d. 1097.] ^^^ ^^^ count of Vermandois 
was produced as a captive ; his foremoft veffels were 
fcattered by a temped j and his perfon, againft the 
law of nations, was detained by the lieutenants of 
Alexius. 

The emperor, who had fohVited a mpderate fuc- 
courj beheld with aftoniftiment the approach af fo 
many potent chiefs and fanatic nations. He was equally 
alarmed by his knowledge of the ambitioijs Bohe- 
mond, and his ignorance of the Tranfa)pine princes* 
They might be tempted by the luxury, and wealth of 
Greece, and Jerufalem might be forgotten in the prof* 
peft of Conftantinople. An incurable jealoufy pre- 
vailed in the minds of the ftrangeri and tne natives, 
who regarded each other as Barbarians and flaves ; 
Alexius is accufed of a defign to ftarve or aflault the 
Latins in a dangerous poft, on all fides encompafled 
with the waters. Godfrey (bunded his trumpets, over- 
fpread the plain, and aflauUed the fuburbs : after a 
doybtful conflifti. both parties liftened to -the voice of 
rc^fon and religion. The gifts and promifes of the 
emperor iAfenfibly foothcd the fierce fpirit of the weft- 
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em warrioit} »a4 they wfre, pffJ(Ua4e4afo P^I*^ the 
Beiphorus and occiifxjr 3 ple^tfent A^.pkiiufal c^o^p 
in Afia. v. .. 

- But it waft a vork of greater , Ml and Ubmr to re- 
eonciie the French princes tq jtbe^ath <>f homtige and 
6(leliiy ; and to extort a promife that thegr J^^ovli 
either reftore or hold their Afiattd conqoefts aa the 
bund^ and loyal vaflals of the Roman empire ; their 
independent fpirit was fired ai thi mentiofi of this 
fbreign and voluntary fervititde ; and they- yielded 
^ih reluAance to the dexterous appKcatbm of gifts 
and flattery. The bed and mod oftenfible teafon for 
this lubmiffioD, was the io^poffibility of acc$mip|iihiog 
their vow without the licence and the veflels of Alexius; 
but they cherifhed a fecret h4>pe, th^t .its Iqpb as 
they trod the continent of. Afia,^ their (v^r^f ^<wld 
obliterate their (barney apd diflb^ve t,\^ W&^P»WU 
which on his fide might not be yery.fie^thf^^y per- 
£ar(ned% The ccranony of th^r h^m^g/s w^ gsi^teful 
. to a people who had long fince con^dered. prk|^ 9s the 
;fttbftit\kte of power; high on his thrpne the /^q^fkecor 
(ate mute and itmnpye^ble, while his fiiajedy was 
.adored by the ifatin princes ; . aa indij^ity .^hich 
their own writiers a^e aihamed to confi^s^ and unable 
t» deny* ... 

If we. credit the^ account:, of a chaplain -of coant 
Baldwin^ th^ pilgrims abl^ to bear arm$ amounted to 
iiz hundred thoufand ; but (rpm moie auth^ptic bm- 
terials we ca^i aflertj tha$ th« cavalry of the. cr.ii^df^i 
when the knights and their martial attendants .on horli;- 
back were ipuftered in the plaimt of Jftithynia^ <m' 
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fided of one hundred thoafand iigliting men com- 
pletely armed. Ffom their firft ftationin the neight)6ur- 
hood of Nicomedia> they advanced in fucceffive divi- 
fions, and commenced their pious warfare againft the 
fulcan by the fiege of his capital. Soliman, tbefoaof the 
fird conqueror of that name, intercepted by his feing- 
dom of Roum, which extended from the Heliefpo&t 
CO the confines of Syria, the pilgrimage of Jemfalem ; 
and in defence of a land which the Turks confidered 
as their own, he deferved the praife of hi$ enemies, b/ 
whom alone he is known to pofterity. Twice he af* 
faulted from the neighbouring moutitains the camp^^f 
the befiegers ; but Nice was preffed by land atid Water ; 
[a. d. 1097. June 20.3 a Greek emiflary perftiaded 
the inhabitants to accept his mafte^'s ptote^km | and 
the imperial banner dreaming from the citadel prd«* 
ferved to Alexius, amidR the murmurs of hit 'alUJes, 
this important conq^eft. 

The viderious confederates d&tt&ed their mardh 
towards Fhrygia ; and Solimani more protokied ^tein 
difmayed by the lofs of his. capital^ with tbe.unit^ 
force of the Turkman hords attacked^ m rather fair* 
prifed, the. ChriAian army near Dorylasum. [A%'ti. 
1097. jfuly 4.] The cmfeders were at firft oppreftd 
by the clouds of arrows, the heat of the weather, and 
the barbarous enfet ; but th« perfeveririg ralodr of 
Oodfrey reftored the' battle, and the i light. troops 'q£ 
Soliman, after aln obftinate conllfSr, werd fei^ced to 
yield to^ the fuperior ■fti'eHgthof thdt^anta^omftsi The 
iokan with the relics of hiS' atmy etaciiated Roum, 
jknd baftoied to implore th^jkid of hbeaftetn^ends ; 
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the cnifaders purfued their triumphant march through 

the Lefifer Afia ; climbed with toil and danger the fteep 

and ilippery (ide$ of mount Taurus ; and Baldwin, the 

: brother of Godfrey, with a kUd detachment, advanced 

' to the gates of Syria, accepted the invitation of a Greek 

•tyrant, [a. d. 1097.3 became his fon-in-law, inflamed 

< the people of EdefTa to the maflFacre of his father and 

their foTcreign, and eftablifhed in that city the firft 

principality of the Franks and Latins^ which fubfified 

fifty four years, beyond the Euphrates. 

A. 1). 1097. Oft. 21,] The fiegc of Antioch was 
formed by the ardour of the Cbriftians, whofe zeal 
df6ed the inclemency of the approaching .winter. For 
fevea months, the lofty waits and intrepid garrifon 
baffled the vain ^forts of the befiegers* Faming de- 
i^tioii) and fatigue> pervaded their camp, and Antioch 
might have mocked the ra(h enterprife of th^ ^^mg 
¥f?Xiikff had not the ambitious Bobemond employed 
the arms of cunning and deceit. . His correfpoDdeace 
VfitbM Syrian renegado introduced the Norman princes: 
JTa* i>. 1 09 J- June 3.] and the fervice of tbe.fon of 
Gwfoard was rewarded with the fovereignt,y of the 
-city* Bttt the.cttadel yet held ottt$ the viOors. them- 
£elv9%.wera encompafled and befieged by the boft of 
iKerbdga^ pnacepf Moful; and the proud Ueuteoant 
of fhecaliiih and.the.fultan^Jeft them only the^idioice 
ftf %vit|ide or death* The Franks had confunpLed, siith 
thoughtlefs prodigality their fcanty ftores.; , their :aum- 
•bers weretihinned by want and difeafe ; the count of 
Visrpiandais had; already returned to Frai^xj the em- 
i^pirror.AJextus, who feemed to advance jo theif relief, 
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vas difmaycd by the afFuranc^ df their hopdefc condi- 
tion ; and the remnant of the crnfeders fpent twenty- 
fitre days on the verge of deftruftion. 

For their falvation and vidory, they were indebted 
to the fame- enthufiafm which had led rbem to the 
brink of ruin ; and the confidence of the defpondiitg 
foldiers was revived by the feafonable difcovery of the 
HOLY LANCE. A pricft, named Peter Bartholeifiy, 
aHerted, that St. Andtew, in a vifion, had revealed to 
him that the (leel head of the lance which had pierced 
our Saviour's fide, was concealed near the high altar in 
the church of St. Peter ; and that the apoftle added» 
'* bear it aloft in battle, and the myfKc weapon fliall 
" penetrate the fouls of the mifcreants.** The revela* 
tion wa« eagerly accepted by count Raymond, who 
was named by the prieft as the guardian of this holy 
weapon ; the ground was opened in the appointed 
place ; Bartholemy defcended into the pit, and pro* 
duced the head of a Saracen lance. The firft gleam of 
the fteel was received with a devout rapture } and the 
troops were again inflamed wiih the enthufiafm of Va- 
lour. Whatever might be the fentiments of the chiefs, 
they flcilfully improved the decifive opportunity. The 
gates were thrown open ; [a. d. 1 098. June iS.'} 
they fallied from the town, and difperfed, on that me- 
morable day« the hod of Turks and Arabians, which 
they might fafely report to have confided of fix hun- 
4red thoufand men. 

The fortune of the Franks had delayed their invafi<!>a 
till the decline of the Turkifli empire. The inherit* 
anc«^of Maiek Shah was difputed by his four fons ; and 
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the Turkifli veterans were confumed m ihe cnrfl vr^u 
beyond the Tigris- The caliph of Egypt had reco- 
vered from the children of Ortok, Jenifaleitt and 
Tyr^, and reftored in Paleftinethe authority of theFa- 
timites. He heard with aftonifhment the Vifltorics of 
the Chriflians ; and offered the pilgrims, if they would 
lay afide their arms, a hofpiiable reception at the fe- 
pulchre of Jefus. The propofals of Moftali were re- 
jefted by the intrepid crufaders ; yet difeafe had reduced 
the Latins to forty thoufand, of whom no more than 
fifteen hundred horfe, and twenty thoufand^ foot, were 
capable offervice. Thefe continued their march be- 
tween Mount Libanus and the fea-lhore; advanced 
from Cacfarea into the midland country ; and as foon 
as they defcried the holy ciiy, forgot thdt tdls and 
claimed their reward. 

A* D. 1099. June 7.] Jerufalcm had derived fiWfte 
reputation from the number and importance of^ her 
memorable lieges ; but her former bulwarks had been 
diminished, and were imperfeftly reftored ; and the 
valour of the crufaders was not damped by ii gamfon 
of forty thoufand Moffems. After having patieiitly 
fuftained the preffure of hunger and tbirft. the CHrtfti- 
lins were at length triumphant ; on a Friday, at thrte 
in' the afternoon, Godfrey of Bouillon ftood viAorioas 
on the walls of Jerufalem. {;A. d. 1099. Jul^'15.] 
His example was followed on every fide by the' emula- 
tion of his companions ; and about four hutidtH attd 
fixty years after the conqueft of Omir, the hohjr'^ity 
was refcued from the Mahometan ydke. The ^zfHtoa 
md inhabitants \freri fot' three days-i^wtbftdd to » 
* '• promifcuous 
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promifcuous maffacre, and the Chriftians were fatigued 
rather than fatiated^ by the daughter of feventy thou- 
fandMoflcms.' * 

After the viftors had accompHflied their vow, and 
bedewed with tears of joy and penitence the monument 
of their redemption,, they proceeded to the eleSion of 
a king, to guard and govern their conquefts in Palef-. 
tme. Hugh count of Vermandois, and Stephen of 
Chartres, had retired with fome lofe of reputation, 
which they ft rove to regain by a fecond crufade and an 
honourable death; Baldwin was eftabliOied at EdeiTa, 
andBohemond at Antioch ; and the duke of Nor-* 
mandy^and count of Flanders preferred their inherit- 
<incc in the Weft to a doubtful fceptre in the Eaft*— * 
The jealoufy of Raymond was condemned by his owq 
^Followers, and the free voice of the army proclaimed 
Godfrey the moft worthy of the champions of Chrift- 
endom. His magnanimity accepted a .triift as full of 
danger as it was of glory; but the devout pilgrim re- 
fufed the name and en%ns of royalty, and contented 
hifnfelf with fhe modeft title of defender and baron of 
tfte holy fepulchre. In the 6rft fortnight feiis govern- 
mem was interriipfed by a fummons to the field ; [a, b. 
1099* Aug. I a.] and (he overthrow of the (ultan of 
Egyi)f, in the battle of A^tolon, fealed the eftablifliment 
of the Latins in Syria, and fignalized the valour of the 
French princes, who in thi^adion bade a long, farewel 
to holy DrSrs. Godfrey embraced his departing com- 
]^mbn^, a!ik} could only retain with the gallant Tancred 
three hundred knights, and two tboufan<l foot foldiersf, 
tbv tbe 'defiance of Paleftine. A aevr enemy fooii a^ 
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tacked his fovereignly ; Adhcmary btfliop of Puy, was 
aamore ; and Daimberti archbifliop of Pila, arrived m 
the holy land, atid was inAalled the fpiritual and tern- 
pond head of the church. - CrOdirey was unequal to a 
contcft with fpiritual arms ; and^ the aichbiihop's claim 
of^4dofninion was compronnfed byohe^osflionte t!» 
chunih of a quarter in Jerufalem slnd in Jaffa^ wtt^ the 
reverikHd of the reft on the death of Godfrey \i^itbout 
children^ or on the future acquifirhm of a new feat at 
Cairo or Damafcus. 

The arms of the kings of Jerufalem focoeflively ex* 
tended their territories till they might rival in compafs 
thofe of the ancient princes of Judah and Ifrael. In 
the reduction of the maritime cities of Laodicea, Tri« 
poll. Tyre, and Afcalon, the fleets of Venice, Genoa, 
and Pifa, rendered effefluai fervice ; and the range of 
fea coaft, from Scanderoon to the borders of Egypt, 
was poflefied by the Chriftian pilgrims, llie prince of 
Antioch aflerted his independency ; but the counts of 
Edefla and Tripoli acknowledged themfelves the vaf« 
fals of the king of Jerufalem ; the four eities of Hems, 
Hamah, Damafcus, and Aleppo, were the only relics of 
the Mahometan conquefts in Syria ; and the laws and 
language, the manners and titles, of the French na* 
tion and the Latin church, were introduced into thefe 
lranf*marine colonies. Yet the kingdom was condnu* 
ally expofed to the attacks of the furrounding Turks 
and Saracens, and the national militia amounted but to 
eleven thoufand men to refift tbeenterprifesof foma&y 
myriads of Moflems* But ' the holy land prindpally 
confided in the valour of the knights of the hoi^iul of 
• > St. 
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St. John, and of the temple of Solomon* Tbefe united 
the difierent dutie&of a military and monadic lifei and 
ivhiie they.devQted themfelves to the celibacy of the 
cloifter^were re;^y to encountei^ the danger^ andc 
partake the hardfliips^ of the field. The donation of 
twenty^ightthoufaiid farms. or maaor» enabled ihesi 
to fupport a regular force pf oay^Iry- and infantry ; 
and the inftitution fttll maintains its priftine reputatmi 
for .courage, and p<^e0edof the rock of Malta, defies 
the united force and repeated efforts of that power 
which has Uiumphed over Conflaminople. 
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CHAPTER XLIII. 

fKtStKVAtlCU OF THK GREEK EMPIW^-SiddND AND THIRB 
CltUSADES— REIGN OF SALADIN IN EGYPT AND fiTRIA- 
MIS CONQUEST OF JERUSALEM-.RICHARD THE FIRST 01 
ENGLAND— FOURTH AND FIFFH CRUSADES— THE EMPE. 
ROR FREDERIC THE SECOND—LOUIS THE NINTH OP 
FRANCE^ AND THE TWQ LAST CRUSADE5^EXPULSI0:« 
OF THE LATINS OR FRANKS, BY THE IViAMALUKES. 

J/HE policy of the emperor Alexius Comnenus en. 
abled him to reap the harvell which the valour of the 
crufaders had fown. His vigilance and dexterity early 
fecured Nice ; and the Turks^ menaced bj that im- 
portant ftation, evacuated the neighbourhood of Con- 
fiantmople} tooppofe the confederate princes. Soli* 
nan had drained his garrifons on the fearcoafl: ; and 
the imperiail banner was foon difpbyed from the ifles 
of Rhodes and Chios; the cities of Ephefus and 
Smyrna, of Sardes, Philadelphia, and Laodicea ; aad 
from the Hellefpont to the banks of the Mseander, 
«nd jbe rocky ihores of P^mphylia, the authority 
of the emperor was once more reftored* The mur- 
murs of the Latins loudly accufed the condufl and 
fincerity of Comnenus ; they had fworn fidelity and 
obedience to his throne } he had engaged to affift their 
enterprife with his troops and treafures ; but his bade 
defertion of them diOfolved the obligation; and his 
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irms were employed in reviving or eftabltihing his 
claims over Syria and Cilicia. Bohemond, prince of 
Antiocb, had been furprifed and captured ; his ranfoni 
opprefled him veith a heavy debt, and his Norman 
followers were infufficient to repel the feparate attaclct 
of the Creeks andftirks. He detdr mined to feKhV 
quifli the defence of Antioch to his faithful kinfitaan 
Tancred j and boldly refumed the former defigns of 
his father Guifcard, of arming the Weft againft the 
Byzantine empire. He privately embarked, and croff- 
ed the hoftile fea with fecrecy and fuccefs. In France 
he was received with approbation and applaufe ; and 
his dignity was advanced by his marriage with the 
king's daughter. The braveft warriors of the age eA- 
lifted under his command. At the head of five thou- 
fand horfe, and forty thpufand foot, he repaffed the 
A'driatic, and' laid fiege to Burazzo ; ' but the ftiengtft 
of that city, thd precatitions of Alexius, the pfeffure of 
famine, and the inclemency of the feafon, drfcouta^tt 
his confederates, and difappointed his ambitious hopes; 
A treaty of peace was negbciated ; and the death oF 
Bohemond delivered the Greeks from an adverfar^ 
daring, indefatigable, and faithlefs. His fons fuccefed* 
ed to the principality of Antioch, and acknowledged 
the fapremacy of the Byzantine emperors, who poC^ 
fefled of the coaft of Anatolia, the entire circuit from 
Ttebizond to the Syrian gates. The power of ihh 
ftftans was (haken by fucceffive viftories ; they retired 
to iconium, an obfcure and inland toWn a6ove three 
himdred triiles from Conftantihople ; the princes' of 
tH6 ' CcmnetiJan line improved their hours ofadvant- 
^' tagc; 
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tage ; and the firft criifade deferred the fall of the de- 
dining empire. 

In the twelfth century^ three great and (eparate ex- 
peditiont were underken for the relief of the holy land. 
L The foldiers and pilgrims of Lombardy> France, 
and Germany^ who were calculated at four hundred 
thoufand, and who marched under the banners of the 
dukes of Burgundy, Bavaria, and Aquitain ; ^a. d. 
iioi.] the majority of thefe was deftroyed in Ana- 
tolia by famine, peftilence, and the TurkiOi arrows ; 
and the princes only efcaped with Tome fquadrons of 
horfe to acconfplifli their lamentable pilgrimage. 
IL The fecond crufade was undertaken by the em- 
peror of Germany and the French king, Conrad the 
Third, and Louis the Seventh. The nobles were 
animated by the prefence of their fovereigns ; \^a. d. 
1147.3 ^^^^^^7 thoufand knights, with their immedi- 
ate attendants, fwelled the cavalry 10 four hundred 
thoufand ; and if to thefe are added the infantry and 
the monks, the women and the children, the aggregate 
number muft exceed belief, and will almoft defy com- 
putation i yet this forc^, which threatened the extinc- 
tk>n of the Moflems, ferved only to expofe the inceflant 
misfortunes of an holy war. The Germans were 
urged by emulation, the French w^re retarded by 
jealoufy ; and Louis fcarce had pafied the Bofphorus, 
when he met the vanquiihed emperor returning, with 
the remnant of his army, from a glorbfis, but tinfucK 
cefsfiil aOIon, on the banks of the Masander. The 
fate of the French monarch was almoft fimilar. He 
was furprifed 9nd furrounded by the Turks^ aa he pur* 
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fued hk march with lnconfiderate^ rafhnefs. With 
difficulty Louis efcaped from the fatal arrows of his 
enemies > and after {heltering the relics of his hoft in 
thefrieadiy port of Satalia, he embarked for Antioch; 
an^ with Conrad joined the Chriftian powers of Syria 
in the fruitlefs^ fiege of Damafcus. Baffled in tbi^ final 
^flFort, the two monarchs were content to embark for 
Europe, and their fole acquifition. was the perfonal 
fame of piety and courage, 

III. The grand divifion of the third crufade was led 
by the emperor Frederic Barbaroffa ; the French and 
Engliib, who embarked in this exp«<|ition, prefaced 
the navigation of the Mediterranean; yet Frederic jnci^ 
<ered in the plgirts ofrHungary fi%ea jhoufepA knigfats 
and as many fquires v £a. d. tm^^^ j fidfiyty;ih<)if- 
/and hprfe were followed : by « one . hundred tbQU&a^ 
foot* . The vetersui genius of ihe chief knparced ?qi|- 
fidence to his^ cpmpai^oas and fQldi^^;- iaaji ti^ 
TvixkB yftx^ awed by the . fame c^ aD jftrijce^ wj|t) had 
dHliniguifiKid bimfelfin &rty c^o^paigps: ym^ni^ 
andrdifeafe pur/ucfl the fainting ftepg of the Chrlftiail^ 
thfOJ^h th$ barren and inhofpil^Ue: Defers }:An4 
^h*a they rea^bed the gfttjss H^f k^piiftinj W moH 
iha» on^ thoufaqd knights were abfetoi fei^tot^ hbi:fe- 
tecfc*:; By a r^folqte afliult they ftocmcd the ta^fd 
pf tbd (Uk&n> who fued in vaiix for fiai!dd» ai^4: ^^^i:^ ^ 
imts^ the ytiSlorioua emperor adviuicedrmtQ CiUc^ay 
-hciwas^ unfortunately drowned jn. ihtec pmily rrftreatii 
:of . Calycadnw/ The remaMtt iafdb*s,Crfimaii6,iiw 
c<sn(um«d by fkHmik .aad .d^fwtiani «x4 the^iempft. 



l^ 0EC1^IKK AND FALL OF 

tor> fon^ with the greateft part of bis Swabian vafials^ 
txpired at the fiege of Acre* 

That fttcceflire generations fliould tfatis bare rufhed 
headlong down the precipice before thetn, miaiy exdte 
our pity and admmition ; but it was with terror and 
hatted that the effeminate Greeks bdreld die numbers 
ai]4 chara£lers of the ftrangers* The appreheniion of 
the Turkifii power, for fome time, fufpended their 
averfion ; but when the fnltan was dtiyen to the 
diftani retreat of Iconium^ the Byzantine princes more 
freely exprefied their indignation at the frequent 
paflage of the weftern Barbarians, who violated the 
ttajefty, and endangered the fafiety, of the empire. 
Manoel Comnenus, whofe paffioas were impetuous, 
and often malevolent, and Kaac Angelus, whofe tem- 
per was naturally timid, and deliberately mifcbievous, 
fucceffively confpired to deftroy, or at leaft todif- 
courage, the pilgrims, by every fpecies of injury and 
o|^reffion. /rhe gates of the cities, both in Europe 
and Afia^ were clofely barred agamft the crufaders ; 
aod the fcanty pittance of food was let down in ba&ets 
from the walls; the paiTes were fortified, and the^ 
bridges broken down againfl: themf; the (Uagglers 
were pillaged and murdered; the fick were burnt in 
their beds ; and the dead bodies were hung cm g%bets 
along the highways. Thefe injuries^ exafperated the 
cbanf piops • of the crofe; and they were ftill further 
provoked by the pride of the Byzantine court, and 
the arrogant claims of pre-eminence. The feat of 
Lewis bad been a low (lool befidethe throne of the 
amperor Manuel ; but as foon as the French king^had 

tranf- 



trsa»fporte4; Wb afmy fe^y^ ib^ 3»f^flri»>>:lif 4f- 
clinedaHy jconferfi>c» with tl^e.%5^slfiff:Q{(gf!ftiJ 
tlfie, jbttt pn ^qii^l t^qis* Caeira^ and Fred^c ^im- 
ed, equally with cb^ Greeks the ti^Ie of «q|perpr ; the 
fiirfl would oply co&ver^ \y^th Manuel in ib^ Qppi 
field 01^ hor^bt^js^ ; the laft^ ]:)y paig^g t^e llelj^f^piry 
;^vc^d^d,both.$h^iqity and iby^eigp oj Co}|ft^]M|pi$|lJ^. 
While thf Gr^ek emperors iiegardf4 .with..halr$d jiggl 
Jufptcioa theXa^io pilgrims, th^y maiat^iaed a.ftflS:, 
though fecret^ aUian^^e with. the T^Hi^s $9^ Samoefti. 
In the reign of Ifaac Angelas, a j^^ofch yf^ founde4 It 
Conftanti9opte.; and iq k& thafi thrive centurifs^ &0^ 
th^e firil toleration of it, the religipnof Mahomet- was 
fiftablifbed in the oky pf Copftc^ntia^ ^y thd iniiMI- 
phant f\^ord of the Moilems. . 

The Sy?ian fijgirivses h^d diffufed their i€Oi\fteitW»- 
4on pnd forrow for the iofe of Jwafi»lein, ihrpugt^iic 
th« i?^cG^9ining provi^qfJ$ of the fftkhfi^l^. \>U% $be.Cflr 
jipb? C9ul4 only , lament oyer Ahfir wjining eiafwe.$ 
ai\d ^he butfibljp ainbitipnof the^Ahb^flid^s ^W4i CQ»- 
f^nfid 4a their 1^(1 age to Bagdad aAii Jih^^^^c^m pn*- 
vince§4 tl?eir njaCtpfs, the S^ljufcian. luUiu» f^lti luicl 
^ifplay^d, the x^^ pfogpefs ii?f djqftyi asid,. .|b« ia- 
flu^ca of AflaJbopiet, ^,tl^<J€^Fi9«s .of i^kofiw, 
.Wi?i9 efppuffd s^d. defende4 by;(|ie|F,fl^vaa^hefA¥jk« 
l^ksp Ip. the dvfl war^ .vf^iqb f^Cued on^£^ dfath 
of Maiek Shah, Alcanfar, a valiant Tu^^^^i^bts 
favomrit^, M:|c^ ^i* beftd.finj^ thf .g©}}ffi|q|^t of 

^l«BP«^ Hi? ^m^W WW? pprfespr^ Is, tfeeiir »ii- 

taii<i(nw;i;9.hi«ipn Zen^hi, ^^9 firft di§)l»y»J hi^ 
f »|our ^ 4»^09l}, a^d ?«?awfl4 » %J«aBy;fi«»e i}l«t 

pro- 
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promoted htm to the command of MofuL The fa- 
Yourable opinion entertained of his alHlities was juftified 
by his fuccefs. He ftormed the city of Edefla, re- 
covered from the Franks their conquefts beyond the 
Euphrates, and fubdaed the martial tribes of Cur- 
dtftan ; [a. t>. 1 127— i I4sO ^^ foldiers were taught 
to behold the camp as their only country ; they con- 
fided in his liberality for then: rewards, and trufted 
their abfent families to his proteflion. His fon Nour- 
reddin gradually united the Mahometan powers ; added 
the kingdom of Damafcus to that of Aleppo ; ob- 
tained from the Abbaflides the titles and prerogatives 
of royalty; [a, d. i 145 — 1174.} and fpread his 
ample reign ft-om the Tigris to the Nile. The Chrif- 
tiaas themfelves acknowledge him wife, brave, juft, and 
pious ; frugal in his own houfehold, and fcrupulous 
in the adminiftration of the public revenue. His fa- 
vourite fultana fighed for fome female object of ex- 
pence. *^ Alas," replied Noureddin, '' 1 fear God| 
^* and am no more than the treafurer of the Moflems. 
^ Their property I cannot alienate ; but I ftill poffefs 
** three (hops in the city of Hems ; thefe you mj 
^ take ; and tl^efe alone can I beftow." Some yean 
after the fultan's deaths an t^pprefled fubjeft exclaimed 
in the ftreets of Damafcus, *^ O Noureddin, Nou- 
^* reddin^ where art thou now ? Arife, arHe, to pity 
«« and proted us 1" 

The Fatimites had been deprived of Syria by the 
arms of the Turks j in Egypt they were opprefled and 
^enflaved by their own minifters; the diffenfionsof 
thcfe invited the oppofite invafioni of Amauriy, the 

king 
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king: of Jeru&len]^ and^of N^ureddm, thdibverctgn- 
of Damafcus* Amauriy was compelled to retreat be« 
fore Shitacoub, the lieutenant of his fuccefsful com* 
petitor ; the vi(5lorious Noureddin reftored the holy 
names, of Abdbeker, Omar, and Othman ; [[yi. d* 
1 171.3 and aiTerted the authority of the caliph Mbft- 
hadi, of Bagdad ; the feafonable death of the caliph 
Adhed extinguifhed the race of the Fadmites ; the 
Abbaflides were graerally acknowledged; and in 
every revolution Egypt has fmce adhered to the ortho- 
dox tradition of,.the Modems. 

The hilly country beyond the Tigris is occupied by. 
the padoral tribes of the Curds^ whofe name, fituation, 
and manners, feem to mark them as the Carduchiahs 
of the Greeks ; and they ftill defend, againft the Otto- 
man Porte, the freedom which they maintaifled 
againft the fucceiTors of Cyrus. Saladin was a native 
of this country, and the fon of Ayoub. He was con-^ 
flrained by Noureddin to follow into Egypt his uncle 
Shiracouh, and difplayed his valour in the defence of 
Alexandria. On the death of Shiracouh he obtained 
the office of grand vizir, and his genius was forrhed by 
the artful leflbns of his father, the politic Ayoub. He 
attached the army to hi» perfon and intereft ; obtained 
an afcendant over his equals ; and when Noureddin 
expired, fupplanted the fon of that prince, then only 
eleven years of age, and prevailed on the caliph of 
Bagdad to fan£tion, by his authority, his ufurpation 
of Egypt, [a. D. 1 174.] The ambition of Saladia 
foon extended beyond the limits of his new kingdom. 
Syria and Arabia acknowledged his power^ and claim- 
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ed his protedion ; Jerufalem was fubduecl by hfs arms ; 
imd before his deaths his empire was fpread from the 
African Tripoli to the Tigris, and from the Indian 
Ocean to the mountains of Armenia. The frequent 
revolutions of Afia may in fome meafure excufe the 
fteps by which he iir!l afcended his thfone; and his 
reverence to the fon of Noureddin attefls his humanity 
and generofity. Chafte, fober, and religious, he was 
abftemious in his diet, and modeft in his apparel ; ac- 
cefTible to his fubjeds, affable to his fervants, and li« 
beral to his dependants. Even his Chriftian enemies 
fevered the virtues of the great Saladin ; his fame was 
diffufed throughout the Eaft and Weft; the Greek 
emperor folicited his alliance, and the emperor of Ger- 
many gloried in his friend (hip. 

Baldwin the Fourth, the fon of Amauriy, was the 
legitimate fucceffor to the throne of Jerufalem ; but 
that prince was unfortunately deprived, by a leprofy, 
of the facuhies both of mind and body. His After Sy« 
billa, the mother of Baldwin the Fifth, was his natural 
heirefs ; after the fufpieious death of her child, (he 
crowned her fecond hufband, Guy of Lufignan, a 
prince of a handfome perfon, but of fuch bale renown, 
that his own brother, Jeffrey, was heard to exclaim, 
** Since they have made Arm a king, furely they would 
** have made mi a God !*' Raymond, count of Tri- 
poli, the moft powerful vaffal, was peculiarly exafpe-> 
rated by the unworthy preference; his refentment 
inducec( him to facrifice his honour, and to liften to 
the temptations of the fultan. The waining (tate was 
preffed by the furrounding dominions of Saladin ; and 

the 
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the aVatice of the Franks induced them to violiite the 
treaty, which alone was their protedlion. Reginald, 
of Chatillon, from a fortrefs on the edge of the Defert» 
pillaged the caravans, and provoked the coniplaints of 
Saladin. The remonftrahcei? of the fultan were dif- 
regarded, and at the head offourfcore thoufand horfe 
and foot, he formed the fiege of Tiberias. Lufignan 
drained his garrifons, and advanced to the relief o( 
that important place; he was betrayed into a camp 
deflitute of water, by the treachery of Raymond, 
who fled iat the firft onfet ; [a. d. 1187. July 3^.]} 
thirty thoufand of the Chriftians were flaughtered j 
and Lufignan was conduced a captive into the tent o( 
Saladin. The thirft of the vanquiflied monarch was 
relieved by a cup of (herbet ; but this pledge 6f hof- 
pitality and pardon was denied to Chatillon. " The 
** perfon of a king," faid the fultan, ** is facred j 
*^ but this impious robber mud inftantly acknowledge 
" the prophet, whom he has blafphemed, or meet the 
'* death which he has fo often deferved.** On the 
refufal of the Chriftran warrior, Saladin ftruck hiin on 
the head with his fcymetar, and Chatillon was difpatch- 
ed by the guards. Lufignan was fent to Damatus, 
and foon ranfonied ; but the execution of two hun- 
dred and thirty knights of th^ hofpital, Rained the 
viftory of Saladin, who appeared, within three 
months after the battle of Tiberias, at the gates of 
Jerufalem. 

The Greek and Oriental Chriftians compofed the 
moft numerous portion of the inhabitants of the holy 
city; thefe preferred the Mahometan to the Latin 

A a a yoke. 
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yoke. The barons and knights were divided into fac- 
tions ; and queen Sybilla trembled for her own, and 
her huiband'js fafety. In the fpace of fourteen days, a 
breach was made of fifteen cubits, and on the breach 
were planted twelve ftandards of the fultan and the 
prophet. The fuppliant cries of the befieged implored 
the mercy of the conqueror ; *' he had fworn to 
** avenge the patience and long-fuffering of the Mof- 
** lems } the hour of forgivenefs wa$ elapfed, and the 
^* moment was now arrived, to expiate in blood, the 
^* innocent blood which had been fpllt by Godfrey, 
*• and the firft crufaders :*' but what he had denied 
to their intreaties» he granted to their defpair ; and he 
was admonifhed, by a fuccefsful ftruggle of the Franks, 
that his conqueft was not yet certain. He confcpted 
to accept the city, and fpare the inhabitants ; the 
Franks and Latins were to evacuate Jerufalem, and to 
be fafely conduded to the fea-ports of Syria and 
Egypt. A certain ranfom was to be paid for eveif 
perfon ; but the Greek and Oriental Cbriflians wm 
permitted to live under his government. 

The victorious career of Soliman was. checked bj 
the . refiftance of Tyre j the different garrifons and 
troops which had capitulated. Were all conduced to 
that port ; and the arrival of Conrad, of Montferrat, 
gave order and union to the promifcuous crowd. 
The fiege of Tyre was already commenced, when that 
chief was hailed by the inhabitants as their prince and 
^champion. His fath^er w^a.a prifoner in the hands of 
Saladin } in vain did the Julian a^ail Conrad with his 
arms; in vain. did he menaaf bim with tbeinfiant 
^ death 
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death of his ag^d parent ; his valour repelled the at- 
tacks of the Moflems; and the i^rmnefs of his zeiil 
wjthftood the fuggeftions of filial aflFeftion. After the 
lofs of five of his gal lies, and the braveft of his foldierjs, 
the great Saladin deftroyed his engines, and retreated 
to Damafcus. 

But the diffrefs and danger of the holy land had 
once more roufed the pity and- martial enthufiafm of 
Europe. The emperor, Frederic Barbaroffa, and th« 
"kings of France ^nd England affumed the crofs. The 
armaments of tHefe were preceded by a hdft of adven- 
turers from Genoa, Pifa, and Venice ; from Flanders, 
Frife^ and Denmark ; from Normandy and the weftem 
ifles. Theif increafing numbers burft from the walk 
of Tyre ; and formed, by the advice of Lufignan, 
who was now releafed from prifon, the fiege of Pto- 
lemais, or Acre, thirty miles to the fouth of Tyre* 
[a» D. 1 189.] Near two years was this memorable 
liege continued ; in nine actions Saladin endeavoured 
the 'relief of his faithful brethren ; the camp of the 
befieger was thinned by famine, the fword and the 
climate, and defpondency began to prevail, when in 
the fpring of the fecond year, the royal fleets of France 
and England, for Barbaroifa was no more, caft anchor 
in the bay of Acre, The youthful emulation of the 
two kings, Philip and Richard, furmounted every ob- 
ftacle ; the defenders of Acre fubmitted to their ifate } 
fome doubts or delay in the capitulation, rekindled the 
fury of the Franks ; [a. d. 1191*] and three thou- 
fand Moflems, almoft iir the fultan's view, were be- 
headed by the command of Richards In the iiege of 
Aa 3 Acre, 
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Acrci one hundred thoufand Chrtftians had fallen ; a 
greater number had perilhefl by difeafe; and the 
Latins dearly purchaHsd the poffeffion of a ftrong town 
ind a convenient harbour. 

The furrender of Acre was immediately followed by 
the departure of Philip king of France, who left the 
duke of Burgundy with fiye hundred knights^ ^nd 
ten thoufand foot, for the ferviceof the holy land ; but 
the zeal of Richard of England^fumamedCceurd^ lion, 
was more lively and more permanent. His valour was 
aitefted by the proverbial fayings of the grandfons of 
the Turks and Saracens, agaicxft whom he fought i his 
tremttdous name was employed by the Syrian mo- 
thers to filence their infants } and if a horfe fuddenly 
Oarted from his way, his rider was wont to exclaim, 
<< Doft thou thmk king Richard is in that buOi !'' 
From Acre the martial Richard led the crufaders to 
the recovery of the fea coaft ; the ciiies of C^sefarea 
and Jaffa were fubdued ; a march of one hundred 
miles, from Acre to Afcalon^ was a perpetual battle 
of eleven days ; and the walls of the lad place were 
deftroyed by Saladin, to prevent the Chriftians from 
occupying an important fortrefs on the confines of 
Egypt. 

A« p. 1 192.3 In the enfuing fprlng, the Franks ad^ 
vanced within a day's march, and threatened the fecu* 
tity of Jerufalem ; but the apprehenfions of the Mo. 
Hems were difpelled, and the laurels of Richard blaft* 
ed, by the unexpeded retreat of the Chridians. The 
prudence or envy of his companions compelled the re- 
lu^ant monarch to retire ; afcendiog a htU^ the herq 
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veikd his face, and exclaimed with an indignant voice, 
" Thofe who are unwilling to rcfcue, are unworthy 
^« to view, the fepulchre of Chrift/* He had fcarce 
returned to Acre before he was informed that Jaffa 
was furprjfed by Saladin ; he failed in fome merchant 
-Yeflels, landed firfl: on the beach^ and by his prefenoe 
relieved the caflle, and- routed fixty thoufand TurHs 
And Saracens* 

A tedious negociation between Richard and Salt-* 
xiin, which during their hoftilities had been often broken 
off, and as often refumed, was at length oemented into 
a truce. Jerufalem and the holy fepulchre were left 
c^en, without tribute or vexation, to the pilgrimage of 
the Latin Chriftians ; they were eftabli(hed in the pof« 
feflion of the fea coaft from Jaffa to Tyre; the count 
of Tripoli, and the prince of Antioch, was comprifed 
in the truce, which was limited to three years and 
three months, [a d. 1 193. March 4] Richard im- 
.mediately embi^rked for Europe ; a^d Saladin in a few 
months funk into the grave. Th^ divifion of his ecu- 
pire, and the contentions between the fultans of Sgypt,^ 
Damafcus, and Aleppo, weakened the power of the 
Moilems, and afforded to the Franks and Latins a 
tranfient repofe in their fortreffes along the Syrian 
coaft. • - 

By the influence of Pope Innocent the Third, two 
crufades, the fourth and fifth, were undertaken after 
the death of Saladin* [a. p. 1 203.3 The fourth was 
diverted from Syria to Conftantinople, and will foon 
be theobjed of our confideration ; the fifth was di« 
re^ed ^gainft Egypt, the great fource. of the wealth 

Aa 4 and 
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and power of the fulran ; [a,d. 1118.] after a fiege of 
/ixteen months, Damietta was taken; but the jnfolence of 
the legate Palagius ruined the Chrifttan army^ and a fafe 
retreat was inglorioufly purchafed by the reftitution of 
Damietta. [a. d. 1228.] About ten years after- 
wards, Frederic the Second, the grandfon of Barba- 
rofla, aflumed the crofs, and entered Jerufalem in 
triumph. Whilft he vanquiflied in the name of 
Chrift, he was recalled by an interdi& of the church; 
yet the efteem of the Mahometans for the abilities of 
Frederic may be prefumed by an advantageous treaty, 
which reftored to the Latins Jerufalem, Bethlem, Na- 
zareth, Tyre, and Sidon ; fifteen years had fcarce aU 
lowed the holy city to regain fome appearances of her 
former profperity, when the favage hords of the Cariz- 
miahs, flying from the arms of the Moguls, rolled 
headlong on Syria, [a. d. 1243.] Jerufalem was 
pillaged, the holy fepulchre was profaned, and the 
ravages of the Turks and Saracens were forgotten ia 
the undi(lingui(hing cruelty of thefe more ferocious 
invaders* 

A fixth and a feventh crufade were undertaken by 
Louis the Ninth, king of France. In the fixth, with nine 
thoufand five hundred horfe, and one hundred and thir- 
ty thoufand foot, he landed near Damietta, which was a- 
bandoned on thefirfl aflfaultby the trembling Modems ; 
J]a. d. 1249.] but with that city his fond hopes of 
conqueft were bounded. A ruinous delay introduced 
into the camp an epidemical difeafe, and with languid 
(leps the Franks advanced towards the capital of 
Jrgypt. The inconfiderate valour of the count of 

3 Ariois 
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Artois precipitated his own deftruflion, and that of 
the vanguard. Louis, hopelefs of retreat, and defti- 
tute of provifionsy was compelled to furrender with 
the greateft part o^ his nobles ; [a. d. 1250,] and his 
liberty was purchafed by again reftoringDamietta, and 
by the payment of 'four hundred thoufand pieces of 
gold. The fenfe of former misfortunes was effaced 
by a repofe of fixteen years^ and Louis once more 
affumed the crofs, and embarked for Africa with the 
wild hope of baptifing the king of Tunis ; [a. o, 
1 270.] but as he preffed the fiege of the city, he was 
attacked by a burning fever, and expired in his tent, 
and his fon and fucceffor, impatient to poflefs the va- 
cant throne, repaffed the fea to Europe. 

A. D. 1250.3 During thefe expeditions a new re- 
volution took place in Egypt, and the Mamalukes, the 
hardy natives of Tartary, who were purchafed at a 
tender age, and educated in the camp and palace of 
the fultan, murdered their mafter Touran Shah, the 
laft oi the race of Saladin, and extended their fway 
from Egypt over Nubia, Arabia, and Syria.. Th« 
Latin principality of Antioch was extinguilhed ; the 
maritime towns of Laodicea, Tripoli, Sidon, Tyre, and 
Jaffa, fucceffively fell. 1 he Franks were confined to 
the city of Acre ; and about '^forty years from the firft 
eftablifhment of the Mamalukes, that city was inverted 
by the fultan Khalil, with fixty thoufand horfe, and 
one hundred and forty thoufand foot. The courage 
of the Franks was rekindled by defpair, and for thirty- 
three days they maintained the inceffant attacks of 

th0 
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the Moflems ; but the walls were forced on every fide ; 
fixty thoufand Chriftians were devoted to death or 
ilavery j and a fcanty remnant, with the king of 
Jerufalem, the patriarch/and the great mailer of the 
hofpital, effcfted their retreat to the fea ibore, and 
cfcs^d with dlScuIty to Cyprus. 
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CHAPTER XLIV. 

TOHISM OF THE GREEKS AND I^TlNS— STATE OF CQNStAN, 
TlNOPLE-r-REVOLT OF THE BULGARIANS^ISAAC ANGELU3 
DETHRONED BV HIS BROTHER ALEXIUS-rORlGIN OF THR 
FOURTH CRUSADE— ALLIANCE OF THE FRENCH AND VENE- 
TIANS WITH THE SON OF ISAAC— THE TWO SIEGES AND 
|fINAL CONQUEST OF CONSTANTINOPLE BY THE LATINS. 

X HE mutual jealoufies which had early prevailed 
among the Greeks and Latins^ were derived from the 
fuperior claim of learniog in the former ; and the 
martial and independent fpirit of the latter. Rehgious 
xontroverfy inflamed their animodty ; and while the 
^Greeks aflerted that the Holy Ghoft proceeded from 
the Father alone, perhaps by the Son, the Latins 
maintained that he procee led from the Father and 
Son. A charaAer of neutrality had been aflfeded by 
the Roman pontiffs in the origin of the difpute ; they 
Teemed defirous of deterring their folldwer3 from the 
fuperfluous cefearch ; but the orthodoxy of Rome al 
length obeyed the impulfe of her temporal policy, and 
che proceffion of the Holy Ghoft from the Son, a$ 
well as from the Father, was finally eftabliflied. 

The emulation of the leading prelates ftill further 
tended to feparate the old metropolis from the new. 
Photius, an ambitious layman, the captain of tfie 
guards, was promoted to the office of patriarch of 
p)nilautinople } his abdicated predece^or, Ignatius, 
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impeached the regularity of his ordination and rife, 
and appealed to Nicholas the Firft, the moft afpiring 
of the Roman pontiffs. The Greek prelate, with the 
aid of his court, was vidorious ; and in his turn de- 
pofed the fucceffor of St. Peter, and involved the 
Latin church in the reproach of herefy and fchifm. 
Ignatius was reftored by Bafil the Macedonian, and 
again depofed by his fucceffor. The intercourfe of 
the two nations was fufpended, and their minds were 
rendered irreconcilable. [a. d. 1054. July 16.] 
At lenp;th the majefty of Rome was awakened bj 
Michael Carularius, a rebel patriarch, who was ex- 
communicated in the heart of Conftantinople. The 
anathema of the pope was depofited by his legates on 
thealtarof St. Si'phia ; it includes the guilty teachers 
ahd their unhappy fcftaries. A friendly correfpon- 
dence was afterwards occafionally renewed ; but the 
•Greeks have never recanted their errors; the popes have 
neVer repealed their fentence j and from that day may 
be dated the perpetual fchifm of the two nations. 

In the three firft expeditions to the holy land, the 
Greeks obfervedor purfued the Latins with jealous 
caution, or malignant averfion ; the pride of the Greek 
emperor was wounded by the intrufion of foreign and 
formidable armies, who claimed the right of traverfing 
his dominions, infulted his capital, and plundered 
his fubjeds- Religious zeal inflamed thofe profane 
caufes of national enmity. Schifmatic and heretic 
were the names applied by the Chriftians of the Eaft 
' to their brethren of the Weft ; and the Greek clergy, 
J|i the cruTade of Louis the Seventh, waflied and puri- 
fied 
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filed the altars which had been defiled by th^ facrifite 

of a French piieft. Manuel Comnenus had married 

two wives defcended from the Franks ; in his claims 

on the empire of the Weft, he had encountered the 

arms of that people,. and refpefled their valour. His 

policy induced him to folicit the alliance of the pope; 

and during his reigii, and that of bis fon Alexius, the 

Franks were employed and truftcd by the fovereigns, 

and infulted by the people, ' of Conftantinople. la 

the tumult which raifed Andrprilcus to the throne, 

thefe unhappy foreigners were expofed to the unre- « 

lenting cruelty of popular, fury ; [a. d. i 183-3 and 

the moft grateful fight to their perfecutors was the 

head of ,a Roman cardinal, the pope's legate, faftened 

to. the tail of a dog, and dragged through the city* 

The few who efcaped expofed in Europe the wealth 

and weaknefs, the perfidy and malice of the Grpeks* 

The French and Venetians, by a domeftic revolution, 

were invited, and almoft compelled, to achieve, whgbt 

the firft crufaders had rejected, the conqueft of the 

Roman empire of the Eaft. 

The tyranny of Andronicus provoked his deftruc- 
tion, and promoted the elevation of Ifaac Angelus, 
[a. d. 1 185.] who was defcended by the fe- 
males from the Gomnenian dynafty. The indolence 
of Ifaac was almoft as intolerable to his fubjects as the 
active vices, of his predeceffor. His luxury fwelled the 
annual expence of his table and houfehold to four 
millions fterling ; and the remains of the Greek em* 
pire daily dimifiiflied in the unworthvreigns of Ifaac ^ 
and his- brother. The- ifland of Cyprus had been 

ufurped 



3^6 l>ECtlNi: AKD FAhh \0t 

ufurped by his namefake»'a Coihiieman pHnc6;'b^ 
the fword of Richard of England it was transferred to 
the houfe of Lufignan ; and the honour of the mo* 
narchy, and the fafety of the capital, were deeply 
wounded by the revolt of the Bulgarians and Wala« 
chians. 

Thcfe Barbarians, fince the yiftory of the fecond 
Bafil had^ with the prefervation of their ov^n laws and 
manners, acknowledged an honourable fubjeftion to 
the Byzantine prince. The luxury of Ifaac invaded 
their flocks and herds ; and his pride refufed to their 
warriors, in the military fervice, an equal rank and 
pay with the Greeks. The rights of the people were 
vindicated by Peter and Afari, two powerful chiefs of 
the race of the ancient kings. From the banks of the 
Danube to the hills of Macedonia and Thrace, the 
, country was blafted by the flames of . the invaders; 
Ifaac Angelus and his brother acquiefced, after fome 
faint eflbrts in their independence ; and the fecond 
kingdom of Bulgaria was firmly eftabliflied by the 
arms and policy' of John^ or Joannices ; that fubtle 
Barbar-ian profefled himfelf. the genuine fon of Rome, 
and received from the pope the licence of coining 
money, the royal title, and a Latin patriarch. 

Although the Bulgarians in general prayed for the 
continuance of the difgraceful reign of Ilaac, yet theit? 
chiefs involved the family and nation of the emperof 
in the fame contempt. •* In all the Greeks,'* faid 
Afan to his troops^ '^ the fame climate, and character, 
•* and education, will be produdive of the fame fruits." 
•♦ Behold my lance,'* continued the warrior, •' and 

« the 



** ilie long ftreamets that tfoat.ia the wind • They 
** differ only in colour ; theyare formed of the fame 
^^ filk, and fa(hi(^ned by the fam^ workman ; nor ha» 
*' the ftripe that is ftained with purple, any fuperior 
** price or value above its fellows/* The throne of 
Ifaac was at length fubverted by his ungrateful brother 
Alexius. []a. d. 1195.] The late emperor wasf 
fciied at Sragyra in Macedonia, conduded to tlon- 
flantinople, deprived of his eyes, and confined in a 
lonefome tower j his fon Alexius, in the difguife of a 
common failor, efcaped to an Italian veffel, paiTed thel 
Hellefpont;^ and found a fecret refuge in the ifle of 
Sicily. As he traverfed , Italy, to accept the kind in- 
vitation of his fifter Irene, the wife of Philip of Swa- 
bia, the, king of the Romans, he heard with pleafure, 
that the braveft Tpirits of the Weft were aflembled at 
Venice for the deliverance of the holy land ; and froni 
their fwords he implored and hoped his father's re« 
iloration. 

Thibaut, count of Champagne, and Louis,, count 
of Bloifi and Chartres, with a crowd^ of prelates and 
barons, were perfuaded by the eloquence of Fulk of 
Neuilly to affume the crofs j {]a. d. 1198.] but they 
regarded with terror the toils and dangers of a land 
expedition, in which fo many royal armies had already 
perilhed, and the French barons were deftitute of 
(hips, and ignorant of navigation. The maririrae ftates 
were alone pofTeifed of the means of tranfporting thtf 
holy warriors ; and Jeffery of Viliehardouin, with five 
other deputies from the confederates^ proceeded to 
Venice to folicit the aid of that powerful republic. 

. The 



le 



Uiqa-rf Atiife, .-wwthgch^ftqpf lilllb «flEbh lUR^i 
.'iriigalic #rif r^^tht fees aiii Smliialk'^nMtiiMen- 

aand-xke AfiribundttiMi «£. JffBidBtJreiM ji«tf Hilike 

'.iiid#endeQcsy<iifMiialidaMi tlmii imi]iini'i<lii1WTiffi; 

t^ifhai fattD ;M^ iiiBgriDn.af tel^K -Otie oMn^f 
'jdBrdaqrzMtiiie seam, i w<rr' *n»»^fiMihAifii$ibe4Mt 
c^qb JKttc .gradMll j - ciONigiiibBd-^- $hWa«iiriliia) 
stf ill ■nil' a9l':;tl^ vBokfliftb^ 4CtonAibd«)il. 
The induftry of the people foon acquired h't^Cik- 
jOybMbWi IWBLioo Aia aamadfeee uf^ i O wn LHW and 

.Jiifi:.JWW..3-e|aiWie^ ,aadv. 2icr;I:aBnfe«Mn«edficM- 

iJkr^liberiire^nMw 6raeiK,.4te<S»fteelM0a9*- Ae 

bllioenMiad'^ Tihqy taffiftcd die .^«>i>k»--iiirtiMtf oilftairtp 

«wrdMb bjam flnmJriijIiaictvaftfgnt^l^ttSifteMU'foe 
tptlwAtlic gemcAineid of. V»iio» \M»%«&t«4qioixft- 

•:MPk9ti(}^tha a^raU^rM wd vqi^nnd mik'piiMtoKlf4><nip 
.^4st|HMt«e.as^icn{::8S:dba.TWMij^cipoiB(^ siftib^Ae 

9ii»1J»«ir«r«ftolafeib^:t»wrpdDslidirid) itaond^g 
,rf \ ^ a n .jv^' his 



THE wMUM wamM. ^. 



fpirit. H^ fmxM {it%iiim wdtt. tQ tSeaiit u 
Vqcwce q^tbeifes^af St Jobnof fbt ctofimg fetf | 
ir^lGcb vere «> bei^qpan^ for fMr tfaMfia^ five Il9»^ 
dred l|f:n%Iite, tbor ^Apiiiia, and diflir hocfisSt^vitli i|e^ 

r?ad marks v£ £kef wen to be fttid fay die crafiutes 
tMl<H« tbdr dqpgttTtme.: ttd all mnffftit bj fiea a&d. 
land* «c)^ to be equatty dhrided tenres the Goarfb* 
derftilp. Tbe lersis were^Qodfoi the tireatj Mi 
tr^ii(ipj;ibed oii,.patdMiei|t ; j^coepted by the rqmfisi^ ' 
tatives of Fran» and Venice}; aftd difpatchcd t^ 
Rcnne for tbe ap^i^olvLtioflL of pope ImifKiW film 
iTiird. 

But unforc^eeti diUcukies fiHI adcined in die es*** 
tfa^um <tf the treaty. TbUwit, contt of Chu^agneg ' 
l^ beea ii^nammoiifly chdGai general o£ tbe confisde^ 
rates | but the health of that valiant youth daily de- 
clined^ and n^ his death not a prince of France ooald 
be fonad both able and. wtllsi^ to affiime the condoft 
c^ the enterprlle. The Franks turned theif ey^ on a^ 
flran|;er> Bonifiure coont of MMtferrat^ Sluftrioiii 
by his de£cent from a race of heroes^ and confpicnowi 
for his, own raloor and policy { the ItaMan pmo^ ic* 
cepted the honourable invitation { and the martial |nI* 
grims a | ig q ib|edat Venice; bnt their «^ faitd afatady 
exceeded tbetr ftrengthi and ifairty^our tfaoqfimi 
narks vere ftiU wanting to oomplete ^eb titpty iiitl^ 
the Ve^etiw. In t^s dfficulty th^ dqge Qropo^ to. 
tHe baronf,, tJm if tbty wwHA jqin tje vm oC^ 
se^bUc in K«ditci9g Me revoU^ ^^ 
VquD. Bb IM 



^ 



3V<3 DtCUiik AN© FALt' OF 

fon^uert fliouId-eHa6l^ th^Vti't6 tev '^i?e"debP.^'lrtc 
re^rin alRi^nec} rfi-e'^fors at alE>bv^'^E#ye¥i^ 6^^^^ 




ire-s''&h¥J 



tne cruiaders°na4 
m%r M va'tica/^' adiiioiillh^1ii<i^°^6f 1hk'^'« 

t!.^.ii^ pardon','lrirf'^dcfied '\hV fpfr'f^lij- sS-^g-'if f&^ 







rtrongly recommeded by the marquifs ofMonfi^ralf, 
aUd {lie doge of Venice"; n'e pronffijM in nu 
father s natne, that as icon a< iDey werele^ 







thou- 



?fl'*i^/?o^*P^f^^S qf^the fleet mi/9smii, the admot 
tyrffiSt, whpTd nupbo'S might: atnoi^m to forty ttiOQ- 
fsm^. «th an^anible wind, lirl^ touched at DurazzQi 
;pt ; ftort . f epofe 19, th,s| ifle of .Corfu recruited their 
iff^g^lii gjn^, a|^^^|e^eiviQg the fubmiffion of Ncgrp. 

w4^,-^i^^ibihi ?^^^^^^ th^ir voyage through 
tbej Ij^li^pom^: ai\4 ^^3^ anchor before Chalcedon. 
Qp the^hi^^^dfgi: the fleet and army inovfd towards - 

^5Ffi''?*M4:!)^^^%^"^"'^ of Conftantinople j' ^.|d«. 
tachment of five hundred Greek cavalry fled Jbi^fore 
C<?f^r^c^ife..kni^ts,^^^^ feti^BM ^f j^c^ y^^ 

All 




Hepeneld witb.diflemblea terror nieirjcdgt)lPiti;Md la 
^ Bb 2 the 



3X1 99mm*. Ai^,Miti^^ 

s^». m9A«> i» awis in th<, palfce of -.(^fi^yQJ^tiopa^^^" ^. 

to«wr of Galata, in the foburb of P&ra, ^^-^^ 
K Ai]^;thB*r«n«fe.j-^«.V9i#»n.%|f'|^r9^p,^^^, and 
L.BntpMxl^he pflit.,0^. p?nll»iuij?j?p.|g^„ff^^a„jf»^S«l. 

.-;>iMit?iiMM»yfwa^ *#ftl^.-b3Hw«>QF ^^f^M^^W^^ 
..; o: If to .i»f»al..«iyJ8iB^. »f iMf)f^jU)f| %j^Jf« 



tut itbtl^K E^iH'iK^^ §f^ 

^M^'^/otf^ty ^cr«a^««ihiti htttW ms .MtpbUW aiid 
l^^f^tfed^Hypior' Jrambers: m^'iS^zf^mzUkca . 

Vrfd'^frA fclftitf'-oW'. mart,- <si!hp»etyy'lpm~adt-Wa«>3t}i6 
Mfi!)rtte6fi:' Wrftlt*'' on-fc(ifre ; tht'^ft^ftd&M *P'iteT6- 
pubiftf'Vafe 'aWeady fixed im rtfe' fimjwjfft v • Vfi»*wthe 
fifei^ ^as' k'fbridfi^ of Hlfe ■ dtftfefs' bf 'fefe eoftfeAimtes, 
)iiii'a>^a1lMa h!^ iHU){t8tb tiieiof^oA of the I^'atiM; 
'ti^f^iihid Hieiii; etiiri&pal&d •'p^ tU ftpxadnm^vhe 

'dei^i^1^^ys'«lli^ y^li^ib, ^d 1^f<$l«^rt^, hmpuSStd 

* Hhi^ycAtt^ At^i^ \»^e-adV^qkm'iyad engaged 
'-m fiith^r'/^'tti^»U^ i»^^ ^.MSMitp.J' )MA. «iii 293. 

"• Bb 3 'tience 







prevailed on the inar<)uis of Montferfat, t&tAii^bifai 
''"'"Ithe^io^m^^^ti^ 'proffftH(y> '*p4««*f dwotegm 







'''#'(iail^'ir-''^f'-'?8Js"ayicS;*an^^t«^Mfi»i5ui«6Iihe 

^ <lk'fi2^d'ai'tlie''to!er^otiVeJF a^^^t^iiuMbtUiPifiiaiGS 
-"^fcfi'' thef Jfliiafed*'JfoT' ' the- (fefe«iaiaif9W3o*|it 

Hz0'Wi%h^ ^'m .ififedlMckils aa4 kM& 
- populous parts 'dP'^llli^'-ii^f/ 'l^<12ih«g6Qf lioMu 



°-' s ■. y, , . ^^ 



^3WFfir«^.idttrB>gi*yiff4 ^Xfy i1«%fof?5ff'«?*64k» * 

B b 4 » 




[i&i».'fM4^ April] 0a tkB 







l5iT 



alkwitit^TdWi 



GoaAl«lia|jk2 J9R>ic 



flam MW tf tt l o fa ft tb aibpt 4dtfi« j: Afq^lr fttfiaj^ 
on horieback ; four to a kmght ; and lir^n mmjuf 
doo«« accorcKng to the rank and merits of the Wotu 
and princes : tbdUgh it it genenllf bcfiered Sat -Ae 
fecret exceeded the acknowledged ipoBt yet i^thag. 
Jdtddeof the prise furpafled experience att4'dcpt£b- 
don ; and after the whole had beentqttally StMkA 
betveen the French and Tenetiaas, ^ 'ftoafisnd 
-*i' « 5 marks 



tiHH haAMrf«giret the «rdtis df an w^hidi «r«i« defi^tiv^ 



*:H>>vib /l(t;'.'99' n93d 'he.i' gfonw sri? .•^*Yr hn."? ; .'V.'iJ 



X JH^ Fmdr ni VmakmO^gMk .taLdhide)tiie 

.Q^ljitd: IbttcuthechMr feiniioiig pmt^kmtflgSimm 
^mbphahtrntj^ 'vrkh f^honbiitafti^ tnnif|wiaiit f^ (he 

,^/aod'tkBt' the p^iiiM>Aaakl^id«¥^ M^itiker 

vtJieil6ge.vovtl^'Qfifaei»|mialfmi^^ ^v«fi^ 

%fi!^\tjfm\dtj \te^.fawfiedrwirfaitkb ItMbar «[f (ite bo. 
;ttiiJUtttiM^^tatdJ|kb:ptQdBi« 4eotuqMl :tlie nmov^tbc 
\ '}ttr^i income 



incompatible charafMrs of the firft maglftr ate of a re- 
public, and the emperor of the Eaft. Baldvin^ count tif 
Flanders and Hainault was next folemnly proclaimed; 
{^A. D. 1204. May^i^SPj %id*M»^€6mpetit)or, the mir- 

u^w,{^^^nfj ;jyMfV^9^^w^?lwWf.4 ibfir right of 

ik^mmg tb^patrJaMb^ aiii. ftat^.^M»^ MorafiMMm 

atBoowriefiaftical thrtme'fnkt^revisAeiAoiwi^ scoofinoed 

bafladors of Baldwin aHnbuticed ftis^dec^ffl(>if W 
tine, France, and Rome. . .^ 

)i Oh&fbunh dgtheoGkmdqnd^iins iib«icpj»r<ii)irfiaM 

iisjhuuBd ^Air -Vehicc)} aadi^etother./Bioiscyilraa tiiAHl- 
bvMGh^nboBg : the; aEdtentui^ers :dfi>Bnuu:e(aad<Ii4ai- 
bbrd]^ ir^thfiDVeotftaUk/I^attdob »aiSi]aocftkried<dd{iUt 

€a«iili^tnopbj ^IteilFeactJMi^jextenledi tbeififiiiQo- 
.Txt9 ^9d:Miiih aioagjtbd iteiatbici£>lafr &dih |^g^ 
:Mt tbA HoOdfWtt ^!lwli the fuffK^tt^f .fheislcoftqiDaas^ 

esdbteiO^drithmt tratfqry^^ aildUikiigth tllfty)«toftt)|o 
iodf^.tbftiifelam with, the homage lofibe .noblfp^rflrhb 
^i»]4^t0pketo/ii8|aiitfaiiar jthefe. d^hnit ^o^feftops^ liilt 

t)>^4rQpiBkj^lk:puiK:Mfe4^^bi9 iibirfeof Cme^Tj 

qiti»;;«f IS2oatfetitt^*^hffife-^vic8S were»i 

byotbtkfcc^l title^w<l ttte^prowicesJa^yondthe Hi^lf^ 
:pfeit7 ^kk h^^9sn^ViifK^ii^hBfigeA for thelci^^. 
;.4om!^o7|h<^Ionica; the Iqtfiidf i^be t«^j>flgri9i 
-W5«B rtgirfftte^ J^'<^^€fy iPr dioiGft wvf«bffi««lit 

e^cjllngf. vE4abfb»rai!t»^ai the hooii of^btt^lu^ghii 
ritediincba^t,iktiei»{nfidit0 Jdc^ the pofii^&m' of fab 

. :7 (hare; 







^^iFfrbm the-Th<iododatt'tdl«Uhi'k i^^l^^. 



J*^^'^'^ ' John, 




<3wft:$ am toe iJuil 4(i4 Of mn^ .%C we utter^ J^ 



*f P«»fl^ to wi^^ojyu^efl; *ftfly«,<BFfl6rtyt6»il*^5i&'S 
imfartmiate pfi^f <^ J)ad, ^i^ijfjl,^^ ^^ri^j^.j^^Jie 

|Q^ig^.«KHUd f..or,Jf l»,|et ^fvoi. ap,l?f?)g%I^Vi^' 
o;;, di|pli(y«c|, hit, forpKr tiggs^j y^t^^^^nj^M^ 

9Qp|e 9M bey<md the jadldjiwflt, a^quiis^ th^ji^sp. 
fer of a y«lHipit knight, a^ a (if^fi)! <;wi?!«?j"i!d|y*, .-Pe 
t>a»^«er £oriq|iioft pa. Oiipboai-d, QC. «a j^jS4»i^c||k^,ikqd 
d^ irooping U^ »^c o(ti^ f°^^^.hM%^S8^J^ 
Vf fikji* a»d <W»»* ^f"' feerlefc .en^fwpr^ , Tbf^^ik 
•Q(^ altf^ tq^me^ tbett^iwi^i^n^Ji^lof 

:r.,u , bejoad 



pniicfe%aft't?*'St'rhln3I8tffi:a^«tfW«ft>iA^^hei1\j!pK 




iM'6mfmiiim?^pMs:fA-.-%'i i^f.f "rag ^i 

I%ilf (5f^ffaA<re/t«il!^4]&e^A1^'at^tlie'il«»iitfy*^oae 




rdcbV^^H^'tfteAi''©dfa^d'ftttt4i' t«^ ItafBdf'^E^iffi^ 
f fi^^?^' Ahg^ui- "^'i^iVer m rnattftli^'MSurt^' afe' 

^^'" hopielcfs 



^Hf^Us, ||p|H&|| -t^ %p • 



«• iftr ftmmimt tmirff rft ^ fevMP t aaA Bdhn^tbc 
fWfsd fiNl» «i» tiMaie4 by tW p«»i«c^ in Ae ^«tk^ 
JnLefauSofMit [a. 9. i ft«t ] ftM 4«r«| 1» 
trib<i»iiwi ic^ tkt ¥tmk mnfi^SBim aB ^^ 
by th« Crjtdu of £Qet Md CpWHfk T > <i i iii i Aa» 
filwCTprltod imi TMUovkt tbie fim <!^ ^(ttifKe, 

riliiwidtfe<ridieofqiycit»r. J|«h» Vmnuffa^thmSu^- 
bv «ad i«eceiBr of HtMAwt Ukfm, Uaiifi the 
roABtat «f chd AfiMic |i*o«i«Qi» Hit ||Mit «hiv- 
■ M ti yij xi «k« HcDefiMMt. ttAaetd ths iflaads of Ldbos 
9nd Rhoaet» atttclM^ lbs IKewttant of !Cam^ tui 
iif»n«ft€d tbe tmoBmn td tbc W«fti «n4lk uo* 
bap^ lAbtrt, offrqffpii hf ftthUc apw&rtaipi s^d 

tlif infoWrnhk nc^bt of fricf W jQvmie. j[a. b* 

|kldvi« of CooncMj b>4 been bom dtorkni the 
id^Kivtty of bix fiither ?«ter» and tboM^ h 4<air faf birtk 
M tb« iWoat «f B««n>»^^ )M| btt i^fvtt jrewt indwxd 
Ibn* t« biv«ft witb tbi? i«cles and pmMJfMMMt «f em* 
fCMT* IirM99m tbe tiu»la^ kii^g of Jeni£«l«ii, {a»«. 
s«a#|l «B fiondiMMi «bftt Sakiwm flioaU 4«Mnr b« 

ikM^isf GflttftMttaiMfiko The tee of JU^mm ^ 

.^^tti^A ^HwImM IMItt & hi^ ^^mtjk 'UmA J^Mft imCuI III 

Wl ^^^^*^^^^ ^T^^^^^^B ^^^^* ^^^^^ ^^^^F ^^^ 



was confumed ia inadhrtty, till he was )lrb^fe<H^^^ 
iwiliiWBlr'itMB^^^ff^%iBicWf cifipStoT%wTftlw^ and 

^ Ty|*fflPllgCWHfeX>V9fea fntlN iliW IRHll'^irinS'V^pmR t 

tne iitirncnrDiis noiPHHins vnciiiicv non ^yoions luiii ^ mo, 
^^^fM^b^nSdited bf -his t«1lfll, l^ftd^sihe 

Atmw pHifi5i^'''ifeat'"^wB ^wSli, Una ^ 'f#8Hiy"iJfC"'lWl c 

nepfe f' the iBcc^edin^ y^lt'MrasF^^grs^ l!fU%KfHI|lh 
6Vflf^e'1anr« enemies ,^^^8 ^lie^llfHttomdhi&'iorWe 
Tevet^n' iiioBin'ro uici'SB^tiiieaNMIiHP^'i^ /Ml^iwi) ' tntP^e 
velRMlde ■cIittii^A'^^^ l«)i»rt-eifi(rM'^ri*'l^e 

prtiikr «f Europe » ^.%. %4$^' falPl^ tli^'Gimin 
pei»t»4a>lriieli^wHir^iir4n<HriyaKe «Mi»«iyliiffMe 

hanil ; «Mtt4h&4ltoMilNipkt»j^Sifiite«'Blrieferlity 
to the prockunati<m of a crufade, and the chief ptdfkr 
^IttdMl^rice*; 'V%ll edklaaffll^ilAlAf poffelR^one 

«1iolA#0i)'fil»rifti'iiMi:h 4iid't>^iAoed'dn'^<PIfiStd 
ttiiWllMi 'fM«rfis^^>AeriiB|^^#d«li(W^^^eJclf^6f 

a ry i< M>i W tffi aNhwairtc^ iiw»«a«^ «»i«^ 

*^- Vol. IL C c triumphed 
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trimnphed over the Bulgarians, and thdr Idngcbnt 
vu reduced to its prcfent and proper limits, along 
the fouthem banks of the Danube. Demetrius was com- 
pelled to renounce the imperial purple, and the king< 
domof Theflalonica was added to the em|»re of Nice j 
but the reOoratioA of the Greeks was fafpended by 
the death pf Vataees, the ihort rdga of fheodcwe Ws 
fioB, and the helpleft infancy of his grandfon John; 
|hat young prinirre was opprefled by the ambition of bis 
guardian Michael Paiacologus, who difplayed the vir- 
tues and vices that belong to the founder of a new 
dynafty. Intent on the canqueft of Gonftantinople, 
his defigps were pomotcd by the Genoefe, the natural 
enemies of the republic of Venice j the Latb» were 
driven fropi their laft poflyiioas in Thrace ; the fuburb 
of Galau was ai&ulted i and in the enfuing fpring 
his favourite general Alexius Strategopulus, pafled the 
Hellefpont, reinforced his army with a race of pea- 
fantt and outlaws, called vohtntetrt^ who cultivated 
the territory between the Propomis and the Black 
Sea, and advanced in the night with a chofen detach- 
ment to the gates of Conftantinople. The bcaveft of 
the French and Venetians were abfiait on an expedi- 
tion againft the town of Daphmifia j the fcaUng lad- 
ders were applied •, and part of the volunteers were 
condudcd by a fubterraneous paffiige in«o the heart of 
the city. [A. n. 1261; July 45.3 The air refounded 
with i general acclamation.of *' Ii»g.Uf« »nd «aory 
«> toMichadand Johny the augua eitoptrorsof the 
« Romans!" The timid Bald«^in fled from the. pa- 
lace to thefca-feorej- he vascrecciwd onboaxdihe 

.! Vene. 



tiaii fleet/ which was juft returned from a vain attempt 
on Daphnuda; was conduded to Italy; -and con* 
ftimed the remaining thirteen years of his life in Yain#> 
ly foliciting the catholic powers to join in his reftorai- 
tion. 

While the vagrant Baldwin endeavoured to excite 

the compailion, the fuccefsful Palasologus commanded 

the refped and efteem of the diBFerent princes of £tt^ 

rope. His mother was the elder lifter of the wife of 

Theodore Lafcaris, and had the law of female lucceC. ' 

iion been ftridly obferved, might have urged her fupe^ 

rior pretenfions to the throne ; the delcent of Palaso* 

logus, and the imprudence of his adherents, had ia 

the rdgn of Vataces ei^ofed him to fufpicion. He 

was advifed by the archbiChop of Philadelphia^ a fub- 

tie courtier, to accept the judgment of God in the 

jfiery proof of the otdeal ; the patient was to bear a 

red-hot ball of iron three times from the altar to the 

rails of the fanduary without artifice and without in* 

jury. Palasologus eluded the dangerous experiment 

with fenfe and plealajitry. *' I am a foldier^" faid 

he, ^ and will boldly enter the lifts with my accufers : 

' ^ but a layman, a finner like myfelf, is not endowed 

5* with the gift of miracles. Tour piety, moft holy prfr- 

^ late, may deferve the interpofition ol^ heaven, and 

*' from your hands I will receive the fiery globe, the 

** pledge of my innocence/* The archbiihop ftarted ; 

the emperor fmiled ; and the pardon of Michael, who 

already held the office of conftable, was fealed by new 

rewards. 

In the fucceeding rdgn of Theodore, Palseobgus 

C c 2 had 
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had been aftonaicly dlTgrMcd and reftercd, ancf tie 
d]Fiiig breath of the prioce recommended to the con« 
ibbte the protection of his in&nt foo ; but bis amtn- 
tbn or refentment foon indticed him to viokte hi» 
truft. He wa» elevated to the rank of regent f the. 
treafurea amaffisd by the oeconomy of Vatmcea were 
employed to corrupt the gnatds, and fubrert the 
ihrone of his grandfbn» By. himrelf> or his emif- 
iaries» Michael ftrove to perfiiade erery rank of fub- 
jtSttf that thdr own profperity would rife in prc^r- 
tioti t» the eftabliAment of his authority; The 
weight of taxes was fuTpended, and the triala by the 
ordeal and judicial combats were proMbited^ He 
courted the clergy with every mark of external relped;. 
flattered the mulucude with the idea of fiberty^ and 
the advantages of an eledive monarchy ; and repre- 
fimted 10 the nobles the impendbg danger of a mino* 
rity, and the neceffity of a mature and experienced 
guardian. He was firft iswelled vnrix the tkle and 
prerogatiics of defpot^ which bellowed the feomd 
place in the Roman empire^ [a* ih 126a Jan»] he 
was foon after afibciated to the purple f and on the 
day of his coronation, the honoura of pceeedsence were 
affigned 10 his agff andmeril. 
. The new emperor had conferred the title of Caefar 
on his general Strat^optdus } and the veteran repaid 
die obligation by reftoring Conftantinopk to the 
authority of the Greeks. Twenty &js after the ex« 
pulfion of the Latins, Michael made his triumpbal^en- 
try into the capital, [a. d. 1261. Aug. 14.3 The 
ixft cares of the con(|ueror were^ to reinftate the nobk^ 
12 . in 



111 thiSr t>sdaces$ to recaU the trembliag tod fcafteredl 
tahabitants ; to encourage tbe indnftiy and confirm 
the priTilegeg of the fordgsers; and to repebple the 
defertti oity^ by a liberal invitation to the promcea. 
Ht8 concern for the public was foon fncceeded by iai 
afiiduoiis attention ^o his owm intereft; he tvai crowns 
ed again^ aad alone, m the church of St« Sophia ; 
£a. b. laSji. Dec» S5«J the name and honours of John 
jLafcaris, his pupil and lawful fovereign, were mfen^ 
fibly abolifhed; the confaence of the ufurper might 
reftrain him from dipping his hands in royal blood ;' 
but the eyefight of the unfortunate youth was de^ 
itroyedj and he was removed to a diftant ca^le, where 
lie fpent many years in privacy and obliirion. One 
fubjed alone prefumed to arraign the treafon and ia- 
gratttude of Palaeologos $ and Arfenius the patriarch 
drew the fpiritual fword, and pronoun^d againft th« 
mafter of Conftantinople the femence of excommuni* 
cation ; in vain did Michael confefs his guilt and de* 
precate his judge ; the unrelenting prelate only ccnu 
defcended to anfwer^ that for fo great a crime, great 
indeed muft be the fatisla6lion« '^ Do you require/' 
faid Michael, " that I ihould abdicate the empir^T' 
and at- thefe words he feemed tp offer the^fword of 
ftate. Arfenius eagerly grafped at this ^dge of 
fovereignty ; but the emperor refufed to purchafe ab« 
folution at fo dear a rate ; and the patriarch Indignant- 
ly efcaped to his cell. - 

' The excommunication of !P£<1a^Iogqs einbsirraQed 
bis meafur^s-^bove thWd years ; till th^: brethren of 
-iVrfenius coiiAeninH aH length his infle^able /prk } he 
' Cc3 w^^ 
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was involved in a romour of confpiraqf and £faffec« 
don ; dcpofed by a fynod from his epifcopal office; 
and tran^rted to a finall ifland of the Proponm, 
where he expired. The imperial penitent^ at die end 
of fix years, received abfolution in the prefence of the 
fenate and the people, and was reftored to the com- 
munion of the faithful ; but the fpirit of Arfenius ftili 
furvived in a powerful fadion ; and his adherents above 
forty-cigbt years perfevered in an obftinate fchiToi. 

The arms of Michael wrefted from the Franks feve- 
ralof the nobleft iflands of the Archipelago, Leibos, 
Chios, and Rhodes,; his brother Condantine was fent 
to command in Malvafia and Sparta ; and the eaflera 
fide of the Morea, from Argos and NapoU to Cape 
Tsuerus, was repoffeffed by the Greeks ; but in the pre 
fecutionof thefe weftern conquefts, the counties beyond 
the Hell^fpont wefe left naked to the Tarks ; and the 
minds of the Greeks were alienated from their fove- 
reign by his union with the Latin church. Pope Ur* 
ban the Fourth had afieded to vindicate the caufe of 
the fugitive ^Baldwin ; a crufade was preached by his 
command ag^inft the fchifmatu: Greek ; and the fub- 
tie Pal:eologus> to calm the' rifmg tempeft, acknow- 
ledged the fuprrmacy of the K-oman pontiff. But the 
conclttfiiQn of the treaty was regarded with abhorrence 
by bis fubjeAi ; they pronounced the Latins heretics, 
and firmly braved the power and perfecution of the 
enraged Michael. The tyrant beheld with aftom'fii- 
nient his favourites, wd eyen his own family, defert 
him ; bis fifter Eulogia, a niffce, and t^iio, female cou^ 
fims^ confpiied againft him ; at the tune .that' his viq- 

Icnqe 
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lebce was detefted at Gbnftaattnople^ hU irre&IutiotY 
Was arraigiied^at Rome ; axnl while he was flriving to 
reduce a Jchilhiatic people^ he lumfetf was excommu«< 
nicaled ^y.popc MaHin the Fourth.^ [a. d, 1283.} 
0a the desiitli.Qf the emperor^ the uj^on :wai miaai« 
moufly abjared; and the pious Androhicuf 'denied his 
lather the hurial of a prince aod a Chritti2ln.a > 

Mainfi'oy, v^ho reigned over the two €kilies« had 
long>b.raved with iinpanity the thunders of the Vatican j[ ^ 
they were at length launched againit him with fuccefs, 
by Charles count of Anjou and Prorence^afid brotbec 
of St. Louis; in the bloody battle of Benevento, 
Mainfroy loft his friends, his kingdom^ and his life« 
Ijl. d. ia.66.3 Naples and Sicily were immediately 
peopled by the victorious French, and their afpirtng 
l^ad^r menaced with hi> arms the Byzantine empire; 
0]| the fubmifTioa of Michael to the fee of Rom^.popci 
Gregory the Tenth had (heathed the fword of the re^r 
luAant Charles : it was drawn by Martin the Fourth f 
and Conftantinople might again have bowed before th^ 
arms of the Weft, had not Michael ftimuUted ^ dc^ 
meftic enemy, who cUimes} th^ entir<: ^(teitfion of th^ 
Sicilian monarch. 

Cooradin, the lad I^eir of the imperial hou% of 
Swabia^ had been defeated by the fword of Charles^, 
and executed oa a public fcaSbld. Aadong bis pra* 
Icribed adherents, John of .Frocida forfeited ^ fmall 
ifland of that name in the bay of Naples. .^Procida was 
eiidowed with art to enforce his reafoAs, and diiguife 
his motivAs. .Tbe new kingdoms of Caarl^ were a^ 
ftided by evi^'y fpep^ of oppteflion j t^e r^nHn^nj 
- Cc4 ' Pf 
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of the NeapoKtanA was rcp^dTed by die prefefioe of the 
ibvereign himfelf } btit hi& vicegereUs in SicSy ferved 
only to excite the geocral contempt. Hie eloqiience 
^f Procida awakened the baron$ by the badk of tme* 
reft, and aroofed the iflaod with the name of freedom* 
Peter, king, of dragon, who poflefibd the maritime 
countries of Vakncia and Catalonia, was mduced by 
the offer oTa crown, which he might jufily claum by 
bis marriage with the (ifter of Mainfroy, and by the 
dying voice of Ckmradtn ; the gold of Palscologns 
armed a Catalan fleet, which failed under the pretence 
of attacking the Saracens of Africa $ and pope Nicho« 
las himfelf^ the enemy of Charles, figned the treaty, 
^nd transferred the fiefs of St. Peter from the honfe of 
Anjou to ihat of Arragon. 

. On the vigil of EaAer, a noble damfel was violated 
by a "Elrench foldier ; the f aviflier was inftamly puniihed 
with death ; the conTpiraiors feized the opportunity ; 
itit flame fpread over the tfland ; wd eight thoufand 
French were exterminated in a promifcuous mafiacre, 
which has obtained the name of the Sicilian V£s. 
P£]ts.' [a. r>« 1 aSa. March 30.3 The revolt wa^ infpired 
by the prefence of Procida ; and Peter df Arragon, who 
failed from the African coaft to Palermo, was jalated 
as the king ahd faviour ti the ifle. Charles was con- 
founded at tfaelDtelligence; be w{is heard to exciaim 
in an agony of grief and* devotbn, *< O God ! if thou 
^< ^ad decreed to humble me, grantee at Iiiaft a gentle 
<* and gradual deftxnt from the pinnacle of greaf^efs.') 
His fleet and army werle (laftily recalled irom the 
Crreciatt war } and the firft tdmpeft of his rage burft 

upon 
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upon Meffina. The ciiiKefls in vata fued /or pardon $ 
the implacable j&onarch demanded that eight hundred 
rebels ihculd be yielded to his difcretion; defpair ani- 
mated the Mdfinefe ; the fleet of Peter of Arragon 
approathedtotbdr relief; Charles retired to the Ca- 
labrian Ihorfe ; and the French fleet was defeated and 
deftroy^dbytheCattalanfquadron. [a. d. isSs.Od.j 
From this moment the life of Charles was a feHes of 
misfortunes ; and Sidly, fevored front the tlu'one of 
Naples, wis 'Q^ansferredy as an tkdeptodi^C. kingdonv 
to a younger branch of the boufe of Arragdn. 

The empire of Andronicus was aflaulted and endan- 
gered by a face of liieh, who firft had been nurtured in 
difc6rd by his father Michael, v! After the peace of Si- 
tily many thoufands oftrGenoefe and CaUdahs heard 
the Greek provinces of Afia were invade by the 
Turks, and det^ mined to fliare the fpoil \ they were 
readily fupplied with the means for their departure b/ 
Frederic king of Sicily ; in a warfare of twenty years, 
arms were their fole profeflion and property. Roger 
de Flor, the mofl; popular of their chiefs^ had been fuc- 
ceflively a templar, an apoftate, a pirate^ and was be« 
come the mod: powerful admiral in the Mediterranean. 
He failed &om Meflina to Conftandnople with eight- 
een gallies^ four great (hips, and eight thoufand adven- 
turers, and was received with tranfport by the elder 
Andronicus, and cheated dukie bf Romania* ' He de- 
feated the Turks in two bloody battles, railfed the fiege 
of Philadelphia, and was liailed as the deliverer of 
Afia ; but his demands' were af I^ft proportioned to 
his fervices^ and bis licentious foldiers became equally 

' ' formid- 
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'formidable* to the empire as the Moflems. Whik 

the ftyle of Roger was refpedfol, Ik couM 

was independent ; and though he retained du com. 

mand of his Caralan^y he condefeended to accept tbe 

title and ornaments of Cvsbr. The new Cstian 

ilabbed in the apartment of the emprefs by the M 

guards; this deed was imputed to private reveoge, 

yet his followers at Conftantinople were involved is 

the fame fate by the rage of the people. The crowii 

of adventurers, intimidated by the lob of tbeir leader, 

hoifted fiuU and fled towards the Mediterraaeaa coaE; 

but a band of fifteen hundred ftationed in the fortieli 

of GallipoU, difphyed the banner of Arragon^ twice 

defeated the unitedibrce of the empire^ and intercepted 

the trade of G>nfbntinopk and the Black Sea, tillth^ 

difcord of their chiefs, and the want of proviiioos, 

compelled them to evacuate the banks of the W 

pont| and the no^hbourhood of the capital. 



CB*^ 
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CHAPTER XLVI, 

RKIGNS OF AKDRONICUS, THE ELD^R AND YOUNGER, AND 

JOHN PAUEOLOGUS ^REGENCY, REVOLT, REiGN, AND 

ABDICATION OE JOHN CANTApUZENE— ES FABLISHMENT 

' OF A GENOESE COLONY AT P£ab.-:TH£IR WARS WITH 

V 

THE EMPIRE AND CITY OF C02«STn^n3NOELE. . 

^ . . . ' » 

AnDRONICUS, afterwards' fumamed tlve- elder, 
had been proclaimed and crowned emperc^ In the 
fifteenth year of his age ; he held that aiiguft title nine 
y»rs as the colleague, and fifty as the ftlcceflbr, of his 
father*) [;a. d* 1282.3 The virtue and learning f<^ 
w.bich be is celebrated contributed not either to the 
profperky or glory of his long and uninterefting reign. 
The abje£fc flavie of.fuperftition, his mind was continu- 
ally agitated by the terrors of ^future (late ; while the 
invafion of die Catalans expofed the weaknefs^ and the 
rife of the Ottoman power menaced the exiftence, of his 
prefeot empire. Michael, the eldeft fon 9f Andronicus, 
was aflbciated to the purple ; but the hufnble virtues of 
this prince neither exciied the jealoufy; nor raifed the 
hopes of the people ; the fon of Michael wa^ named 
Andronicus from . his grandfather, and the early ap* 
pearance of wit and beauty endeared him to the ^m« 
peror*' He was educated in the palace as an heir and 
a favourite, and the names of the father, the ion, and 
ihe grandfon, were joined in the oaths and acclama- 
tions of the people ; but the emperor foon had realbxi 

and 
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said Idftire to reflect on hi^ bafty partiality* The mini 
of the youth was corrupted by his premature great* 
nels, and he beheld with impatience the double ob: 
fiacle that oppofed Us rifing ambition ; the capital 
was difturbed by his tumultuous revete limd alfiduou; 
intemperance ^ and the lives of his brother and fkher 
Hirere at l^gth the vifttms of his vices. A beautiful 
iemale, vof honotuablcTank^ bat of liceatbas tnaDners, 
had delivered her perfon to the embraces of the 
younger Andronicus; but the prmce had reabnto 
fafyc& the tto&umal viO^ pf a rival ; his guards vere 
placed ac her door^ and their arrbws pferccd a firanger 
^ho was paiSng through the ftreetsf. that Rranger 
was prince M^nud, his brother/ who died of the 
wound; and.. their common father Mkhad^ expired 
in a&w days, after lamenting with his laft breath the 
lofs of both his foils« The younger Androaicus but 
ill diflembled his joy at the removal of his two com- 
ftikot$p and the reigning emperor, alarmed at his t6 
|)eated diforders, transferred his hopei ai>d affedkm to 
another grandfon. An onth of allegiance wss txzM 
to the elder Andronicus and the perfin whom be 
ihould ftppoint for his.fncce^r ; [a. d«« 1520.] afid 
the acknowledged heir was expoled to the indignity o( 
a public tnal. Bbt the. palace cbtt'rts were foon filled 
with UiQ armed followers of the younger AndroaicuS} 
ai^d the reconciliation to which bts grandfather con- 
fentedy upofed the ^eaknefii of the iatter^ anj 
cos)f;ri9€d the ambitious defigns of the fariper, 
. In a fiiqrt timej.n«(der the pretence of hunting, the 
young prince ^efcapcd from the capital^ crcfted hi 

(laud- 
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ftanidard at AdrianopIe» and Afiembted in a few d^ys^ 
fiFfy thoufand hoffe atid foot. The enterprife was; 
diredted, and the. rebeh were aqimated by the policy 
i and courage of John Cantacuxene^ the great ddmeftic ;: 
but though the forqe of the confpkaCors was fucb as 
, might have commanded the empire^ yet thetr motionsr 
were flow and doubtful^ and their progrefs was checks 
ed by intrigue and n^ociatton ; during feven ruinotjs 
years the qnarrel of the two Andronici was fufpended 
and renewed* In the firft treaty* the yottnger acquire 
ed the fovereignty of the greateft jxart of Thrace, from 
Philippi to the Byzantine limit, [a. i>. 1321.] By 
the fecond he ft^ulated the payment of his troops, his 
immediate coronation, and an adequate ihare of the 
power and the revenue of the ftate* [a. d. 1325.3 
The third civil war was terminated by the furprife of 
Conftantinople^ the final retreat of the otd emperor, 
and the fole reign of his vidorious grandfonr [a. i>« 
1328*3 Thefe various delays may be found in eha* 
rafters of the men and of the tinies. The elder An- 
dronicus had long loft the refped of his fubjetfls, and 
the deftru£live progrefs of the Turks contributed to 
alienate the minds of the people. ^\ How. differ^nt,'^ 
faid the younger Andronicus, '* is my f^tuation from 
** that of the fon of P&lip> Alexander mjight com- 
*^ plain that his father would kave hip nothing to 
«< conquer : alas ! my grandfire will leave me nothing. 
*• to lofe/' Yet the indolence of tjie .arabitiou;^ 
youth long prevented him from afcending the throne, 
and tbe.momenu which ought to have been dedi(:atpd 

to 
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to tile profccotioQ of his enterprtle^ were devoted to 
his hawks, his hounds^ and his huntfmen. 

Whea the aged emperor refigned.the fceptreioto 
the hands of his g^andfiao, he was for fome time per- 
mitted the ofe of the great palace, and affigned a pen- 
iionof twenty*four choufand pieces of gcrfd. This allow- 
ancewas gradually dimimihed to ten thoofand^vhSethe 
affiOions of the aged prince were augmented by ths 
lofs of his fight. His confinement was every day reo- 
dered more rigorous, and he was compelled, by the 
threats of inftant death, to exchange the imperial pur' 
pie fcH* a monaftic habit. The monk Jntmj re- 
nounced the pomp of the world ; in his fequeM 
cell his wants were few, but even thofe few werenc 
gle£led by his unfeeling or inconfiderate grandfon; 
the trifle be could obtain was often appropriated tor^ 
Kcve the more painful diftrefs of a fnend ; and four 
years after his abdication, and in the feventy«fbuith year 
of his age, the penitent monarch expired vith the 
hopes of a more fplendid crown in heaven. [a.o. 

ITie reign of the younger was not more fortunate or 
glorious than that of the elder Andronicus, Hcvu 
defeated and wounded in a decifive battle with the 
Turks, and his overthrow confirmed the eftabliftmcnt 
of the Turkifli monarchy. The abufes of the dvil 
government accelerated the decay of the empire; aiul 
his own, was the confequence of his early inteiDpe* 
l^ancei and ' the indulgence of his unbridled pafiions* 
[a. D.I 34 1.] In the forty.fifth year of. bis age h« 

id 
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funk imo the grayej by hi$ firfl: wife Irene, the 
daughter of the duke of Brunfwick, he left no chil- 
dren ; his fecond marriage with Anne> the fider of, 
the count of Savoy, was attended by the birth of John 
Palaaologus, his only fon and fuccefibr. 

The emprefs Anne furvired. her hufband ^ and the 
weaknefe of the infant emperor, who had only entered 
his ninth year, wa» proteded by the genius of John 
Cantacuzene. That illuftrious Greek had long been 
the friend and fupport of the younger Andronicus ; 
and in .the moments of ficknefs, the late emperor 
preiled him to accept the imperial title ; the dangerous 
propofal was rejected by the virtue of the great do* 
medic, and he was named in the teftament of Andro- 
nicus as the guardian of his fon, and the regent of the 
empire* He might perhaps have difcharged the du- 
ties of thefe important trufts with zeal and fidelity, had 
he met a fuitable return of obedience and gratitude. 
The firfl: month of his authority was fiatrered by the 
fubmiiHon of the capital and the provinces ; but the 
profped of a tranquil minority was foon blafled by the 
ambition of Apocaucus, the great admiral, who had 
been raifed to that office by the influence of Cantacu- 
zene himfelf, contrary to the advice of his more dif- 
ceming fovereign. The arrogance of Apocaucus was 
augmented by the command of a naval force and an 
impregnable caftle. He encouraged Anne of Savoy 
to affert, by the law of nature, the tutelage of her fon. 
He flattered, and foon allured into ,his meafures, John 
of Apri, the patriarch, a proud and feeble old man, en- 
cotnpaffed by a numerous and hungry kindred. That 

pre- 
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prelate produced an obfblete epiftle of A&dronbs, 
which bequeathed the prince and pe6ple to hb pious 
care; he haughtily affumed the tempoflaldaiffisitfa 
Roman pontiff, and Cantacizene'was encompaffedon 
every fide by the powerful confederacy. Hb prero- 
gatives were difputed; his ojnnions flighted; his 
friends perfecuted; and while he was abfentontke 
public fervice, he was profcribed as an enemy to 
church and date; his fortunes were cohfifcs^ed; his 
aged mother caft into prifon ; and he was dri?eiiby 
injuftice to perpetrate the crime of which he vasac- 
cufed. He had long, previous to any open hoftilityjo* 
licited permiilion to retire to a mosaftic life ; and 
even after he was declared a public enemy, it w 
with difficulty he was diffuaded from the refolutionof 
throwing himfelf it the fi^et of the young emperor, 
and patiently fubmitting to the ftroke of tfac eie- 
cutioner. 

From t^is defign he was diverted by the remon* 
ftrances of his family and friends, who convinced bio 
that no refource remained but that of ~ affiifning the 
imperial title, [a. d. 134I. 0&. 26.} In the city 
ofDemotica, his peculiar domain, he was invaded with 
the purple ; but even in his revolt the names of John 
Palaeologus, and Anne of Savoy, were proclaimed be- 
fore his own, and that of his wife Irene. The waot of 
preparation confirms his afiurance, that the ftep was 
the effeft of neceflity rather than choice ; the capital, 
the provinces, and the leaders of the troops leaoedior 
adhered, to the caufe of the young emperor ; tie 
army of Cantacuzcnc deferted him, and with, five 

hundred 



'hiiitiud folkiwefs^he was coiilp<Afod td ttdkua, iktm 
amotti^ th6 favage Servians y ibdr rAri!> dr--di€Q«)tyat 
terft tedeived'the fugitive ; with generoui liofpitSlky^ 
but €MitAeu!zene wUi gradually degi^tii '^o^ ^tof^ 
^pliflfnty a caf)tive, and a hbftage ; ^nd was at Iengt3t*S^ 
TBtlflis'ib a hew vicifl&ud^ of hope and perils; for 
4ix*feiHith'e empire W^s dtftrafted by"the varfous futi- 
cefi? xJf -ffftf cbnlending fadions ; and It was the juft 
remitft^'of ^Cantaccrzene himfe^f, when fpeaking of 
foreign'attd' civn war;- *^'tbe former;'^^ Taid-hey «* ife 
^^thd'toctenial VarmA of 'flfmmeryW*^^ 
« tM yftetx b^effcfal ; the' latter t&*tfe"afe8?tf^l8ft 
« of a fev^, whith^eonftimes witliAit W'Temcaytlft 
« vitals^rf'theeonffltmidtx;"* ^^*- '^ ^'^ ^!;^-^' ^li m 

The liberality of Gantictf*!^ 
the fupport of the Tntki tff Affik^ ihd tffe^death^^ 
Apocauchsfoon dccaed-tKe ihtfHfth*g!fc8!^ hk fe. 
votir ; the Kifpifciduj adlriiral*-Tfei^^ in ^ctfA 

paYace of Cbnftamine^a ctoWcSTthobfeir anil (fidcfi?£i^ 
citizens; whife he Uigfed hi plHbn*Hhe i^lc^^ 
the walls, atid the conftrUdlidn of fbme nW ceft^ hfe 
was aflbulted, aiid laid breathlefs on the grotifid,'^ 
two refolute prifoners of the Palasologian race/Who 
were armed with fticks^ atid animated bj^ (lefpain His 
head was expofed on the batffemeAts; b^r iris fetk 
was avenged by his widow ind 'hii adHfereilti, 
and all ^e prifoneh w^re equally involved liia pr6- 
mifcudus and^irndifterning maflTactej- yet his ta- 
lents alone "uphihl the* cau^e of'the fauhg eirfperor'; 
and bis iurviving aflbdates, fufpicious of^cactf otK^f, 
abandoneid the condu£l of the wai^, and rejected the 

Vo|-.iy. Dd faireft 
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bail at firft OQOiplaiiTi^ that 0|c was deceivad by the 
cneniics of Ca»cacuzeBe>v.afi4 that the patriarch had 
Jbottnd her by; am Mth» under the penalty of ej^xxmnunl 
cation, |o eteroal enmity ^^ but that enmity was ibo& 
•rendered voluntary 1^ thexomfctition c^* a rival em* 
preft i and in her turn, ihe threatraed, the patriarch, 
whofeemed defirous.of an accommodation, to con* 
Yene a fynod, and degrade him from h|s office^ yet 
though their difcord aJSbrded the mpft figpal adm- 
tages to Cantacniyncy the progreib 4>{ his annum 
flow^iMigrai^iBal} he fuccei&vely recovered thiedilbt 
pipvmces and q^ci, and at length invefted his pupi 
in the walls of Ckxnftantmople, vhich he had already 
iecurfd by the public Tcace, and private correfpond* 
cnoe*. The befi^ers were introduced by an Italian 
jqf the name of Faceiolati ; the emprels AQoe was per- 
fuadod to fubmit ^ and the conqueror dictated a treatj) 
fay . whidi the marriagi^ of bis daughter with Joha Pa- 
:ls»lqgtts wasranfumtf^ i347*] the heredi- 

tary right of the pupil was acknowledged, butthefole 
adniii^lfoafiont during, ten year^, . was veiled in the 
.guardian* 

Tbett|ump)i and, reign of John Cantacu^ene were 
clouded by. the^difcpntent of his own and the adverfe 
&aia^ His JFriends /jetted the fortuni:s they had 
forfeited i^ his caufe,, and which were irretfievablj 
a^naied by an a£k;of , oblivion ; his enemies blulhed 
to hold, their lives and^ po&iHons by^ the. precarious 
favour of an ufurper. The partisans of Aime were 
alarmed by a petition from the, adherents, of Caotacu- 

/ T zcne, 
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2ene^ that tliey might be abfotved from tbeir oath of 
allegiance to the Palseolbgi; and the repore 'of the 
monarch was continually <Kfturbed. by "plots and fedt« 
' tions. The fon of Andronicus, as he advanced in 
years, began to feel and to aft for himfdf ; and with 
^be ambition of his father^ he inherited his fordid and 
' lenfual appetites. The younger colleague was initiated' 
\ by the elder in the myfteries of war and government 
^ during the Servian expedition. On the conchifibn of 
^ the peace he was left at Theffalonica, and fecluded 
' from the eye of Cantacuzenej he concluded a private 
^ treaty with the cral of Servia, which was fooft folldwed 
'' by an open revolt. In vain did AnM of Savoy at-. 
^ tempt to mediate between therivals^ and reprefeht that 
^ the ten years of the legal adminiftration of the regent 
^ would foon exjJire, and that he paiited to retit'e, at the 
t end of that term, within acloyfter. Patasologus perfe* 
i vered, and was only repulfed by the nnmbferif and mar* 
ij tial courage of theTurks, who efponfed the caufe of 
i t^e regent, and now eftablifhed^emfelves forever iir 
i Europe. The viftorious Cantacu2ene no longer 
I hoped to regain the confidence of the~fon of Andro*' 
nicus ; and by the aflbciation of his fon, Matthew,' 
i rendered the quarrel irreconcilable ; but Conftanti*' 
[ nople was ftiU attached to the blood of her ancient 
;; princes; and a noble Genoefe efpoufed the caufe of 
I Palasologus, obtained apromifeof his fiftei^, and at* 
} chieved the revolution with two galUes, and two dboup 
t fand five hundred auxiliaries ; he was adndtted' into 
t the port under the preta^e of dMtreft ; a gate was 
i opened at night } and John Cantacu^ene was isfonn*> 

D d 2 ed 
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ed by theacclamatioiis of the ppoplet ^^ long Ufe a&d 
** Tidory to. the ((mperor, John Palaeologus/' of the 
fuccefs of his cpieague, and the extinftion of his own 
authority, [a.d. 1355*] He defcended from the 
throne, embrated the monaftic hat>it and profeffion, 
and devoted the remainder of bis life to piety and 
learning. 

Before the abdication of Cantacuzene,. hk throne 
had been (haken by the hoftile difpoficion of the 
Genoefe. When Conftantinople was reflored to the 
authority of the Greeks, the fuburb of Pera had beeo 
bellowed as a fief, by the bQunty of Michael P^lsolo* 
gus, on his allies, the Genoefe. In the fubfequest 
reign, that fuburb was deftroyed by the Venetians, the 
implacable enemies of Genoa, and her coloiyies ; but 
the fufferers obtauned from the eafy temper of the elder 
Andronicus, the formidable permiflion of furrouod- 
11^ Perji with walls, and of mounting on the ram* 
part a tram of military engines* The (Irangers gn- 
dnally and daily acquired fome additiofi of landed 
property, and the adjacent hills were foon cofer* 
c4 wit^ their villas and caftles, which they joisel 
and protected by new fortifications. The coloay 
of Pera aflumed the prerogatives of an indepes* 
dept ftate ; the haughty merchants of Genoa naono- 
poliwd almoft .every branch of ccmiroerce, op- 
prefled .the Greeks with their naval armaments, 
and fed, or famiihed Conftantmople, according to 
their imereftt 

The emperor Qititsicu2eB€ had refufed to ibele 

encr<»aphifig neighbour! foiM contiguous heights, 

: r ; on 
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onwhi^h they propofed to ereft nevtr fdrtfficatioss ; 
[a. d. 1348.] mtbeabfence of ihat prince, who was 
detained by ficknefs at Demotica, the atnbitious tra* 
ders of Pera liink, and murdered the crew of a Byzan- 
tine veffel, which prefumed to fifh off the month of 
the harbour ; encouraged by the weaknefs of the em- 
pire, they infifted the Greel?LS (hould renounce the ex- 
ercife of navigation ; they occupied and entrenched 
the land which had been formally denied themy 
burnt two imperial gallies, and plundered the habi- 
tations that were beyond the gates. The arrival 
of Cantacu^ene difpelled tife public confternation ; bat 
he vainly recommended to his obftinate enemies, and 
to his indignant fubjefls, the propriety of peaceful 
counfels ; yet the clamoi^rs of the Greeks were but 
ilUfeconded by their actions in the hout of danger^ 
While the Genoefe, doubtful of the event, prepared to 
defert their colony, the Byzantine fleet and army^. 
(truck with a fudden panic, fled, or became the prey 
pf a diftant and inadive enemy. Thip crews, com- 
pofed pf peafants and mechanics, abandoned their 
ve^els, and the captive gallies were dragged in 
triumph by the Genoefe, who themfelves bluflied 
^t their bloodlefs yidory. The ba^ed Cantacuzene 
foon foiight and obtained the alliance of the Venetians 
9[nd Catalans ; [a. p. 1359O but in ^ blooijy battle, 
the confederate fleets were repulfe4 a»d defeated by 
the penoefe j the Venetian^ retired , the Greeks 
silone ^ere in<:apable of continuing the war ; a treaty 
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wu ^gatdy by ^ich the Tidors obtained z mo. 
nopoly of ttade ; and the ^ony of Pera awed tbe 
xapital and navigated the Euxine, till it was invol- 
ved by the Turks in the final fervitude of Con- 
fiantinople itfelf. 
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, CHAPTfiH XLVII, ^ . ro^ .[ .c . T 

CONQUEST OF ZTNGI3 KHAN AND THE MOGlJis; FROM CHI*' 
NA WP6L7an)--dRIQlW'OF TM IN Bi." 

THYOTA^REIGKS AND VICTORIES OP OTHMAir^ OACiSaN,' 
AMURAfH Ttffl ftRST, A^to BAJAZET THE '^PtSTt-^^iiO'^' 
GRES» OF THE TORlClSH MONARCHY IN ksiA^Ift^ eW 
aOf^E-i-JIANOER OF Ct^STAKTINOFLE AND TSBS tSJUEEKT 

In ttstoiiig^ rife and i>rogitf8 of the dttcfthah^/ilie^ 

phrfenf ftfviG^r^gns Uf Goaftahtmople, cit^WtlPb^^^dTw^ 

fiiry fi^f! to iefcribe the|reat ^ruj^ton^f tfr#^^^61i 

and Tartars .; nor cftuth^ reader be <fif^{d^:i((^1Ri^ 

o^portunicifr cfr'brifedy'reviiwteg%hfenatl6liSii!he ifttftiW 

diate^or^reinote, authors of the fall&f theRoSUiiA j^pHre. 

• The cototries bet^en Gfi$IA^p SiGefta, and thij 

Cafpianr Sea, have repeatedly 'p6nri!dforfh their num<* 

bers to (hSkeaiid Subvert the thrbfte^ of Afia and £u* 

rope. In the twelfth century^there'lhcient feats of 

the Hiins and Turks were occupied^ iSy^many paftoral 

tribes, of . fimitar defeent ' ^and (nlinneps, whkih werd 

united and led to ccmqueftl^ th^ foriiiidal>)e 2inigis } 

the birtb^of that Barbarian, who&«pri>Mt6 appeUattoii 

was Temugm^ was noble i his fathefr had retgned over 

thirteen hords, which comprifed about thirty or forty 

thoufand fiipiilies } thefe refufed to acknowledge the 

authority of his infant fon, and at thirtem Tensugia 

Pd 4 fougl^t 
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fought a battle againft, and was defeated by, his re* 
bellious fubje^ ; [a. d. 1206.3 but his genius rofe 
fuperior to his fortune, and at forty he had eftabliflied 
his dominion over the neighbouring tribes. His fol- 
lowers he rewarded ^wftK di^uiicf^d liberality, and 
divided among them all be poflefled, his ho^fes and his 
apparel; his enemies he puni^^ w|th unprecedented 
fev.^ity; andafitei: hk firft.vi^}* %v$;[ii^.of tj^io^ 
guilty rebels were call inio^s ms^iy :^aiiUiroQs of boil- 
ing, water. The hope of rewiu:d, and: the ^^eadof 
puniflimmt, W9 two of the mcft poweriui- inceatives 
to the human mind ; and the boldeft chieftaia^' migkt 
tremble, when they beheld, enchafed with filver, the 
41^a|l of t))l».Hbl^^ of it^f i^'^f^'fWbo mx^tt^jim 
d Pr/efl«r;J«hfi, ^had: fiw.refppnri»d witfe .tMilipawB 
F0Wiff/ian4, t|»9,:i«incc$ 9f;.Esffope; YS6 i!?«,daring 
15wiwji»«Ml^en4edt9 emplpyib* Vt< ^frf^r&i. 
tio/ki9»i/tf^m^i^ aoEiad^ed jxH^pbet M ibeftased on 
W»;thsi^:^jZinglff ith4iW^ ?w4 .?t «jht to 
thehdowiVi»:.«f/. th*!«r»h^ U^ wai f6<M4 ea a felt, 
vfh»k f«« JflW PT-«fc^^ .« .fcffslic, a|i4 ^(«t. fokmn- 
l%9r(tfA»fSfffA i^^ gffncnl ,$|iiet^<iatiUw), or imperor, 

^£tlw:^Iqg»lI?iWd.T»rtw^;..::., . 
; 3»ii^%iJ*yi«'('Whii;h %9gu. 4^ 
the;#rH8)»/;of ^aduUcry, inur4^', andfckjury, and the 
(aip^t9itvtIwA9 i»fan horfeorftnp^> were p^aiflied with 
i»Mh» ;^*he tk^tij^ d^U^ftid? labours of the vcaori- 
oysjiaf ion were' affigned to; th4< hands of flaves and 
ftrango^^st; iAd?ithe.bouM of ibe Tattar3 were dedica* 
ted to th&pl6»fwei* of the chace and therpro&ilion of 
arms* TI}e.^kj:iln of the Jartara could neither read 

nor 



THE ItOMAK JEMPl&fi* 409 

nor write, yet hisrTeafoft di£bted to htm the exiftence 
of one God, tite author of alt good; and he efhblilh- 
ed by his laws a fyftem of pure theifm and perfeft tole- 
ration. The Tartars and the Moguls were addided to 
the Sdoli of thdr peculiar tribes ; and many of them had 
beeticoilTertdl by the foreign nn$Maries ofMofes, of 
Mahomet, and of Chrift ; thefe various fyftems were 
taught alid jiradtfedhi die feme tamp, and the bonze, 
the itiiih, th6rabbi,1lind*the Latin prieft, enjoyed the 
fame h<mottr^ble ^kemptioa from feTvice and tri- 

The hords of* tWs^Dtfertr^ho pitched their teau 
between the ^B of China and the Volga, wefefuc-^^ 
ceffitely redai:ed by tht artn^ df ^tngis^, v^HkoIt M^ 
thority extendfed'dveir the pCiftdrsA^ world, «nd wfaofe 
empire contQ^ed iniAy hiillib&l^of flitepherck and foU 
dim, tonfi^enr te'tblslr own iireiA^th, and impatient to 
fhare the fyoMibfttie fertile fouth« Thb Cihmefe had 
impofed a tribute on the anceftors of Temugin, and he 
himfelf had beeh' ^fgraced by a - title of honour and 
fervitucle ; the vafial of the court of Pekin claimed 
the fame tribute and obedience which he had formerly 
paid ; his demands were haughtily reje6ied ; but hia 
innumerable fquadronsfoon pierced the feeble hairier 
of the grieat wdll ; ninety cities were ftormed or 
Carved; [a. d. is 10.] and an hundred thoufand 
kbitans, who Wiie appointed to guard the frontier, 
fupported his invafion by their revolt; yet the ton- 
queror condefcended to liften to a treaty, and his re« 
treat was purchafed by a princefs of China, three thou- 
fand hoffes, five hundred youths, as many virgins, suid 

a tribute 
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a tribote of gold and filk* The Chiaefe emperor was 
ccrnipelled^ by a kcqnd ex^ditton, to retire beyond the 
Tellow River to a more foutbem .refideace; after 
an obftinate defence, the dcy of Pekm was taken; 
[a. i>. 1^14] the palace waa de^py^d ; and theein. 
pire of Zingis was a^g^ented \fyA(fA%f ;oortbeni pro- 
vinces of China. .^ ..; . 

Mohammed^ the Adtan of C^iMPW ^ bad pro^dud 
the reluft^m -refi^ntifiijHit of Ziogi^' w^o/mflied to 
eftabUfli a friendly jutercQurfe wiUi tbe moft powerful 
of the Moflem princes, by the murder of three Tartar 
ambafliidors, and one hundred an4 AEty .mcrchanti 
JBeven hundred thouland MoguU apd Tartars marched 
under (he ftjuidard of Zingis aod h\$ ioiur fons ; tbejf 
were encountered, in the vaft plaim.toKhie^iiorthof the 
Jaseartes, by fourhupdr^ thoufand foldictraof theful- 
tan J [a. o. 1 21 8.] ia the firft battlf^ which wd^ ooij 
fofpended by the nighty one buftdrtd and fij^ty tbou- 
iand Carismiadis wcr^Q (lain; and J^{Qt^^|lned, dif- 
4»yj:d by the numbers and valour of his enemies, with- 
drew from the field, and. caUtiovQy. diftnbuted his 
troops in the frontier towns : but' the jH'uckace of 
Zingis had formed a body of Chmefe epgineep fluUed 
in ^the mechanic arts ; Bocba^a, Samarchaad, Ca- 
ri^me, Herat, and Candahar, were fnq^edively tak^i 
the populous countries of Trapfoxiana^ Cariz|pe, and 
Chorafan, were fubdued; and ma^y hundred ipiles 
from the Cafpian to the Indus, the devaftatjons oitht 
Tartars were extended with fuch incredible alacrit; 
V^d diligence, that five centuries have not been fufici^t 
to repair the ravages of four years* Mohaq^mc^M 
■ * ^ expird 
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«±pired 111 a defert iiland of theCafpTan Sea, and the 
valour of bis fon Gelaleddin, though it ineffe&ually 
oppofed tht torrent of the Tartar invafion, yet it ex- 
torted the admiration of Zingis himfelf. Oppreffed 
by the innumierabie hofl: of his enemies, Gelaleddin 
fpurred his hotfe into, the Indus, and fwam one of the 
broadeft and mod rapid rivers of Afia. . : 

The murmurs of his troops checked the progrefs of 
the Mogul conqueror ; [a. d. 1224.3 from the banks 
of the Indus, iad» with fpoil, he reludantly meafured 
back hisfteps : the defoiated face of the country ex*^ 
cited his pity ; and he declared his intention of re- 
building the cities which ha^ been fwept away in his 
triumphant courfe ; his generals had already fubdued 
the weftern provinces of Perfia, penetrated through 
tbe gates of . Derbend, traverfed the Volga and the 
Befert, and accomplifbed the circuit of the Cafpian 
Sea; the rebellious, or indepei^dent kingdoms of 
Tartary, were overthrown on the return of Zingis ; his 
career of glory and vi&ory was only interrupted by 
death; [a. D. 1227.] and his laft breath exhorted 
andinftruded his fon to atchieve the conqueft of the 
Cbinefeempire. 

. The immediate fucceflbr of Zingis, was his fon 
pdai; Gayuk received the paternal fceptre of Odai, 
and it was devolved by general confent on his coufins 
Mangou and Cublai, the fons of Tuli, and the grand- 
fons of Zingis. Almofl: all Afia, and a large portion of 
^ur6pe, were fubdued in the fixty-eightyearsof his four 
fixtt fucceflbrs ; and the progrefs of their arms will be 

rapidly 
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rapidly recapitulated, L in the £a(t ; IL in the Sooth ^ 
IIL in the Weft ; and IV; in the North. 

L China, before the invalion of Zingis, bad beea 
divided into two dynafties of the North and South; 
the northern empire^ which had been difmembered 
by the arms, was finally fubdued feven years after the' 
death of the firft Mogul conqueror. The emperor of 
China, after the lo& of Pekin, had fixed his refidence 
at Kaifeng ; and driven from thence, had made his lad 
unfucce&ful ftand in a third cajntal ; he efcaped only 
with feven horfemen, and the hopelefs prince afcended 
a funeral pile, and gave orders, that as foon as be had 
ftabbed himfelf, the fire ihould be kindled by his at. 
tendants. [a. d. 1234.] The fouthern dynaftyvas 
not entirely extioguiflied till the reign of CuMai ; tbe 
royal refidence of Hamchan, or Quinfay, was invcfted, 
and the emperor, a xlefencelefs youths was compelled 
to profirate himfelf before the great khan, who vai 
content to fpare his life, and to bani(b him to Tartary; 
from Hamchan to Canton the fpklt of independence 
was flill nouriflied, and at lall transferred tothefea; 
but all oppofition fiink before the arms of Cublai; 
the laft champion of the Chinefe plunged into tbe fea 
whh his miant emperor, exclaiming, ** it is more glori- 
«< ous to die a prince, than to live a flave." [a. D»i279« 
From Tonkm to the great wall the Vifholt empire fub- 
mitted to Cublai ; tbe adjacent kingdoms of Corea, 
Tonkin, Cocbinchina, Pegu, Bengal, and Thibet, 
were degraded bjj tribute arid obedience V Japan*wa$ 
twice protected from his ambition by the feafonable 

' inter- 
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tnterpofitlon of ftorms ; but the diftam ifle of Borneo 
was alarmed and ravaged by a fleet of a tbo^ifand 
fliips. 

IL In the fucceifive reigns of Mangou and Cublai, 
Perfia was reduced under the Mogul yoke. The fub- 
je£Uon of Hindoilan, by the houfe of Timour, was de« 
layed to a later period ; but the AbbaiBdes, who had 
recovered their lawful dominion of Bagdad, and the 
Arabian Irak, were finally extinguilbed by the arms of 
Holagou, the lieutenant and brother of Mapgou and' 
Cublai. Bagdad was ftormed and facked by the Mo* 
guU ; and their favage commander pronounced the 
death of the caliph Motaflem, the lad of the temporal 
fucceflbrs of Mahomet, whofe noble kinfmen, of the 
race of Abbas^ bad reigned in Afia above five hundred 
years, [a. d. 1258. J The victorious Moguls fpread 
beyond the Tigris and the £upbrateS| plundered Alep* 
po and Damafcus, and menaced Egypt, which was 
proteQed by the valour of the Mamalukes, in many a 
hard-fought field. [a. d. 1.242-^ 127 2.] The re- 
turning tide overwhelmed the kingdoms of Armenia 
and Anatolia; and the (ultan$ of Iconium, after a 
tranfient reuftance, were|ina% extirpated by the khans 
of Perfia. 

III. In the reign of 0£lai^ his nephew Batou, with 
five .hundred thoufajad .|iloguls and Tartars, ravaged 
the remote countries of the We(l« [a..i>. 1235.] In 
lefs than fix.y^ars,. }iis rapid and innumerable fqua^ 
drons meafured a line of ninety degrees longitude j 
tbey: traveffod the gr^at .river$, the Volga ^nd Kama, 
the Don and Borydbenes, the Viflula and Danube. 

The 
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The plains of Turkeftan and Kipzak^ the kingdoms 
of Aftracan and Cazan, the countries of Georgia and 
Circaffia, were deluged by the formidable hoft ; from 
Livonia to the Black Sea, Ruffia was enflaved by the 
Tartars; thence they penetrated into the heart of 
Poland, and as far as the borders of Germany. The 
dties of Lublin and Cracow were deftroyed, the dokes 
of Silefia were defeated in the battle of Lignitz, and 
the Carpathian hills were pierced by their irrefiftible 
columYis, The whole coontty north of the Danube 
was loft in a day, and depopulated in a fummer. Of 
all the cities and fortreflei of Hungary, three alone 
furvived the Tartar invafion ; and the unfortunate 
monarch, Bela the Fourth^ was compelled to feek a 
refuge in the iflands of the Adriatic, [a. d. 1245.} 
After wafting the adjacent kmgdoms of Servia, Bof- 
nia, and Bulgaria, Baton retreated towards the Volga, 
to enjoy his city and palace of Serai, which ftarted at 
his command from the midft of the defert. 

IV. Even the frozen regions of the north could 
not efcape the ambitious arms of the Moguls ; Shei- 
bani Khan, the brother of Baton, eftabliflied himfelf at 
Tabolikoy,. and his defcendants maintained their 
throne above three centuries, till the Ruffian conquefi. 
[a. d. 1 242.] Fifteen years after the death of Zia- 
gis, the name and manners of the Samoyedea in the 
neighbourhood of the polar circle, and who dwelt in fot> 
terraneous huts, were become fiuniliar to the indefati* 
gable Moguls. ^* 

The fucceffors of Zingis had devolred the toils of 
conqucft en their martial lieutenants ; and with the 

exten- 
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extenfioft of thdr dominion, they in£ehfibly r^xed' 
from the paftoral manners of their anceftor^. Their 
tents were exchanged for houfiss, and Caracorum^ the 
the royal refidence of OSai and Mangou, gradually 
stflumed the appearance of a city. / The artifts of China 
and Paris vied with each other in the fervice of the great 
khan; and Cublai, who fixed his refidence at Pekin, 
reftored the ancient conftitatioh of China, adopted the 
laws, and imbibed the £i(hions, and even the preju- 
dices of the people whom he had vanquifhed. The 
Tartar monarch declined from the (impie religion of 
Zingis, and the difciples of Confucius were fcandalized 
at his facrifices to the idol Fo^ and his blind attachment 
to the lamas of Thibet and the bonzes of China, One 
hundred and forty years after the death of ZIngis, his 
degenerate race was expelled by a revolt of the native 
Chinefe ; and after the death of Cublai they had for-- 
feited their fupremacy over the dependant branches of 
their houfe, the khans of Krpzak.and Ruilia, the khans of 
Zagatai and .Tranfoxiana> and the khans of Iran or Per- 
fia; thefe, according to their fituation, maintained the 
fimpUcity of the paft.o;allife,.or were allured by Afia ic 
luxury ; but they renounced all intercourfe with the 
ancient Moguls, the idolaters of China, and unani- 
moufly conformed tojhe. religion of Mahomet, 

Conftantinople, moft probably, mud have been in-^ 
volved in the fate of Peking. Sarmarcand, and Bagdad, 
had not death furprifed Batou while he meditated the 
conqueft of, and was rapidly advancing towards, the 
capital of the Casfars^ His brother Borga penetrated 
ioto Bulgaria and Thrace, but his attention was di-^ 

verted 
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iretted from the Byzantine war to the pofleffion of 
Novogorody and the' internal regulation of Ruffia. 
Michael Palacologus was indeed furprtfed in a Thradan 
caftle by thirty thoorand Tartars ; bnt their obje£l 
was the deliverance of Azzadin, the Turkifh fultan, 
with whofe perfon, and the creaiure of the emperor, 
they were content ; and their general Noga, vrho 
maintained a formidable rebellbn againft the khan of 
Kipzak, married Maria, the natural daughter of Palz- 
ologus, and guarded the dominions of his father aod 
friend. The enterprifes of the Moguls rather fecured, 
than didurbed the Roman provinces of Afia, and 
the hoftility of Holagou the conqueror of Bag- 
dad and his fucceflbrs^ to the Moflems, inclined 
them to unite with the Greeks and Franks. The 
houfe of Zingis was at length weakened by Internal dii< 
cord, and the jarring interefts of its various princes ; 
and the decline of the Mogufs gave a free fcope to the 
rife and progrefs of the Ottoman empire. 

The fultan Gelaleddin of Cai^me, after the retreat 
of Zingis, had returned to the pofleffion of his Perfian 
kingdoms; for eleven years he waged a condnual 
war, and at laft, oppreflfed by the jealoufy of the Mof- 
lem princes, and the innumerable armies of the Mo- 
guls, he peri(hed in the mountains of Curdiftan. After 
his death, the bolder leaders of the Turkman hords, 
who had attached themfelves to his fortune, invaded 
Syria ; the more humble entered into the fervice of 
Aladin, the fultan of Iconium; among thefe were 
the obfcure fathers of the Ottoman line, who had for- 
merly pitched their tents near the fouthern banks of 
12 the 



the Oxus. 'Orthogl-iil became thfe foldtet Mff'fibj^ 
of Aladin, and governed for. fifty-twd yea^f'fi?, on the 
banks of the Sangar, a camp 6f foOT thifidi-ediamiBe^. 
His fon Thaman, whofe Turkife name has beefe 
changed for the appellation of the caKph 6th man, 
was diftinguiflied by the virtues of a folder; he was 
(ituated on the verge of ' the Greet empire; the pafie^ 
of Mount Olympus were n^liefted by the^emperot 
Palaeologus ; and the ambitious Othman, fanCKfied by 
the kor^n in hb war againft the infidels, invaded' the 
territory of Nxcomedia. j^ a. o. 1299. July 17.} For 
twenty ieven years his formidable inroads were con*, 
tinued ; he occupied and fortified the mod ufeftil pods 
and important caftles^ and as he funk into the grave; 
received the welcome iiiteHigencc that PrtiHi had fuiS 
rcndered to the arms of his fon Orchan, - 

By the attention of Orchan, Prufa afftiined the af- 
peS of a Mahometan capita^ and wias decofit^ with a 
inofcb, a college> and am hofpital of royal fdundatiod^^ 
To the care of the *ity fucceeded that of tfie' army ; 
the loofe Squadrons of cavalry which fbugbt without 
pay or difcipline, were permitted to follow Ithe^ftandard 
under the appellation c& free^heoiers; but'a permanent 
fotce was gridually raifed-frdnn thecaptiVesranda rei- 
gular body of inftntry was- trained and eftabRfted. 
A train of battering engines was frarrted^For'theufe 
of fieges*; the firft fuccefrful experiment^was made on 
the cities of Nice and Nicdraedia ; and the kingdom 
of Bithynia fubmitted to the fon of Ochmin. Yet th* 
forces of that chief were furpafled by thofe of Ihe emiri 

Vol. II. Ee of 
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of GhermiaA wad Canunania; and the elder 
AndronicM, iq the thtitteth year of his reign, had 
finally loft the maritime country from the Propontis 
to the Meander, and the ifle of Rhodes.. Philadel- 
phia indeed maintained her religion and freedom above 
fourfcore years, and at kngth obtained a &vourabIe 
capitulation i and the fervitude of Rhodes was delay- 
ed above, two centuries by the eftablifhment of the 
Jmights of Jerulalem, 

The Turkifli emirs of Lydia and Ionia had con- 
ftruded a fleet, and pillaged the adjacent iflands and 
fea^coaft of Europe ; and Cantacuzene, in defence of 
his honour and his life, formed an alliance with Amir, 
the fon pf iUdin, a Turkifli chieftain ; the prince of 
Ionia, with a fleet of three hundred veflels, and an 
army of twenty-nine thoufand men, failed in the 
depth of winter from Smyrna, and caft anchor at the 
mouth of theHebrus. He relieved the emprefs Irene, 
Fho was belieged in Demotica by the wild Bulgarians ; 
and during the civil war he twice returned to Europe, 
joined his arms with thofe of Cantacuzene, beiieged 
Theflalonica, and threatened Conftantinople« Before 
his death he recommended the emperor to cultivate 
the friendfliip of the prince of Bithynia, who by bis 
fitoation along the Propontis, and in the front of Con- 
ftantinople> could afford a more prompt and powerful 
fuccour. The daughter of Cantacuzene was facrificed 
to the ambition of her parent, and the h^d of a 
Cbrifttan princels was beflowed on a feflary of Maho- 
met ; [a. D. 1346.] yet Orchan confidered this al- 
liance 
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liance only as fubfervient to his religion and intered, 
and ih the Genoefe war he joined without a bhifli the 
enemies of his father-in-law. 

In his laft quarrel with John Palacologus^ Cantacu- 
zene invited and accepted the aid of Soliman^ the Ton of 
Orchan, with ten thoufand horfe ; the fervice they 
might render in the civil wars of Romania> was inore 
than balanced by the mifchief they perpetrated, [a. d. 
^355-3 The Cherfonefus was infenfibly occupied, 
and Gallipoli, the key of the Hellefpont, which had 
been Ihaken by an earthquake, was repaired and re- 
peopled by the policy of Soliman. The bands of do« 
medic alliance were diflblved by the death of Canta* 
cuzene ; 2nd his lad advice fruitlefsly admoni(hed his 
countrymen to decline a rafli conteft with the numbers, 
the valour, the difcipline, and enthuiiafm of the Mof-* 
lems. 

A fall from his horfe proved fatal to the valiant 
Solipian, and the aged Orchan expired on the tomb of 
his fon; [a. 0^ i36o«] but Amurath, the fecondfon, 
and who fucceeded to the dominions of the Othmaa 
race, allowed the Greeks no time to rejoice in the 
death of their enemies. The province of Romania 
rather fubmitted^t his fummons, than was fubdued by 
his arms j and Amurath fixed on Hadrianople for the 
royal feat of his government and religion in Europe. On 
the Eaft and the Weft, Conftantinople was furrounded 
by the fame hoftile monarchy ; but the Turkifli prince 
fufpended awhile the fate of the capital, and his pride 
was foothed by the humble attendance of the Grecian 
emperor and his four fons. The deftruftive inroads of 
£e 2 Amurath 
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Amurath were locc^fefaUy direfted agaiult the Bulga- 
rians, Servians, Bofnians, and Albanians ; and the 
warlike natives of thefe countries were foon converted 
into the mod faithfnl fupporters of theOttomsoi great- 
nefs ; accordmg to the Mahometan law^ the fov^eigft 
was entitled to the fifth of the captives and the fpoil, 
and the officers fcle&ed for his ufe the ftooteft and 
mod beautiful of the Chtiftan youth; thefe were 
carefully inftru£ked in religion and arms ; and the new 
militia was confecrated by a celebrated dervifii ; ftand- 
ing in the front of their ranks/he ftretched the fleeveof 
his gown over the for€;aXQft ibldier, and pronounced 
thefe words : ." Lqt them be called Janizaries fTeng 
*' cberi, or new foldiers) : may their countenance be 
'* ever bright 1 their ha^d vidorious ! their fword 
** keen !. may their fpear always hang over the head of 
•* their enemies ! and wberefoever they go, may diey 
^' return with a whittfoci /" Such was the oz^n of 
thefe celebrated troops ; and the valour of the prole- 
l^tes finally crufhed in the battle. of CofTovii, th^ league 
and independence of the Sclavonian tribes. But their 
fwords could not defeod their mafber f^oiui the dagger 
of defpair ; and as the conqueror walked ov^r the field 
of vidory, a Servian foldi^r ftarted from the crowd of 
dead bodies, and Aitauratb was pierced in tb^ belly widi 
a mortal wound. 

The epithet of Uderim^ or the lighttlingi exprefled 
the chara£berof Bajazet, the foaand futoQfior of Amu- 
rath* Incefiandy at the head of hi3 armWs^he invaded 
with impartial ambition the Chriftian aoid the Maho- 
metan prince^ of Europe and Afi^r Ha ftripped his 

brother 
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brother emirs of their hereditary poffeflions ; and the 
ancient kingdom of the Seljukians, after the conqueft 
of Iconium, was revived in the Turldlh dynafty.' Ii* 
Europe his conquefts were equally important j Mace- 
.donia, Thrace, and TheflTaly, acknowledged his autho-. 
rity ; and his gallies commanded tjie Hellefponr, and 
fecured the communication between Europe and Alia. 
From the caliphs who ferved in Egypt under the yoke 
of the Mamalukes, Bajazet condefctnded to accept a 
patent of fultan ; and defirous of proving himfelf wor- 
thy of his hew title, he invaded Hungary ; the caufe of 
Sigifmond, the Hungarian king, was efpoufed by the 
braveft knights of France and Germany ; but an hun- 
dred tfaoufand Chridians were defeated by Bajazet in 
the plahis of Nicopolis. [a. d. 1396.] The greater 
part was (Iain, or driven into the Danube ; John count 
of Nevers, and foa of the duke of Burgundy, with 
twenty- four of the moft confiderable French nobles, 
were ranfomed ; the remainder were beheaded ; and 
the emperor Sigifmond efcaping to Conftantinople, re- 
turned with difficulty to his exhaufted kingdom. In 
the pride of his viftory, Bajazet boafted that he would 
befiege Buda, and that he would feed his horfe on the 
altar ^f St. Peter at Rome ; but the menaces of the 
conqueror were averted, arid his progrefs was checked, 
by a long and pkinful fit of the gout. 

For thirty-fix years the emperor Palaeologus was the 
helplefs and carelefs fpeftator of the public ruin. His 
eldeft foi^ Andronicus had formed a guilty intimacy 
with Sauzes, the fon of Amurath, and both the youths 
bad coftfpired againft the lives of their refpedlive pa* 

Ee 3 rents; 
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rents ; thor defigns were difcovered by Amurath, whe 
deprived Sauzes of his fight, and infifted Pakeolcgus 
ihould inflift a fimilar punilhnient on his own fon : the 
abjedl emperor obeyed, and involved his infmt and in- 
nocent gr^ndfon John, in the fentence of his father. $ut 
the operation was fo mildly performed, that the one re* 
tained t{ie fight of an eye, wd the other was only dif- 
figured by th^ infirmity of fquinting. The fidelity of 
Manuel, the fecond fon, wa$ rewarded with the impe* 
rial crown ; but the levity of the Greeks, in two years, 
raifed the late criminal, and his injured fon, to the 
throne, and confined the aged emperor and Manael ia 
a prifon ; in another period of two years, thofe princes 
effeded their efoape, and the claims of the contending 
parties wpre compromifjpd by afljgning to the elder Pa- 
laeologus and Manuel the capita^ aiid by allotting 
whatever remained beyond the walls to the younger 
Falaeolqg is apd his fon John. By the amorous paf- 
lions of the old monarch, Manue| was deprived of a 
blooming princpfs of Trebl^ond, and fent to difplay bis 
yalour in the pamp and the w^rs of the fultan j but th^ 
jealoufy of Bajazet wa$. excited by a plan of fortifybg 
Conflantinople ; the new works were^lemo^lhedathis 
peremptory compiand } this laft mortification extin- 
guifhed the feeble life of the old emperor ; [a. p. 1390.] 
and Manuel, on the (irft intelligence, efcaped from the 
Totkifh Camp, to occupy the Byzantipe throne. 

That throne was difputed by his nephew John of 
Selybria, whofe guilty father was no more \ and Ba- 
jazet, after concluding a treaty vfith Manuel, and 
breaking that treaty alqioft ^ foou as concluded, em« 

braced 
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braced the caufc of John, and in veiled the imperial 
city. Some French fuccours enabled Manuel during 
a whole year to repel the Moflems, but they foon re- 
turned with augmented numbers ; the Greeks and 
their allies were incapable of withftanding the torrent; 
and Manuel determined to implore in perfon the affift- 
ance of France, and leave his competitor on the 
throne ) John was fcarce introduced into the capital* 
before it was claimed by the Turkiib fultan as his own ; 
and the refufal of the new emperor could have delayed 
but a fliort time the fate of'^the city, had not the rapid 
progrefs of Timour, or Tamerlane,, funimoned Bajazet 
to a conteft with a more formidable enemy* 
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CHAPTER XLVIII. 

ia.EVATION OF TIMOUR, OR TAMERLANE, TO THE THRON! 
OF SAMARCANP— HIS CONQUESTS IN PERSIA, GEORGIA, 
TARTARY, RUSSIA, INDU, STRIA, AND ANATOUA-ES 
TURKISH WAR— DEFEAT AND CAPTIVITT OF BAJAZET- 
DEATH OF TIMOUR— CIVXl. WAR OF THE SONS OF BAJA- 
ZET— RESTORATION OF THE TURKISH MONARCHT BY 
MAHOMET THE FIRST— SIEGE OF CONSTANTINOPLE BT 
AMURATH THE SECOND, 

JL IMOUR, or Tamerlane, was a defcendant of (be 
noble tribe of Berlafs ; and in the afcent of fome gene- 
rations, his branches are confounded, at lead by the 
females, with the imperial flem of Zingis. He was 
born forty miles to the fouth of Samarcand, in thevil- 
lage of Sebzar, in the fruitful territory of Cafli, of 
which bis fathers were the hereditary chiefs, as well as 
of ten thoufand horfe ; but the domeftic feuds of bis 
countrymen had encouraged the khans of CaAgar to 
invade Tranfoxiana with an army of Getes or Cal- 
mucks. Timour entered ifito action in the twelfth 
year of his age, and in the twenty-fifth ftood forth as 
the deliverer of his country ; but the chiefs who bad 
engaged to fupport him, preferred, in the hour of 
danger, a cautious dillance. Timour was compelled 
to retire to the Defert with only fixty horfemen,andin 
his retreat he repulfed and broke a thoufand Getes, 
vhp had prefumed to purfue him j but bis followers 

ia 
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in the bloody a&ion were reduced to teo ; for i^icty* 
two ddyt he was confined in a noifoqie dungeon, an4 
after extricating himfelf by his courage^ he was urged 
by neceHiry, during fome months, to eml^race the life 
i of a vagranc and outlaw. On his return to bis oohii* , 
try, he was fucceffively joined by parties of hia confe<! 
derates ; and after fome viciffitudes of war, the fupe« 
rioi* numbers of the Getes were finally driven from the 
kingdom of Tranfoxiana. The abilities of Ttmout 
infenfibly reconciled his equals to his authority, and at 
the age of thirty- four, in a general diet, he was in- ' 
veiled with imperial command, and reigned aver Za« 
gatai and the £aft. {[a. o* ^37o*Ji His victories ia 
thirty-five campaigns will be briefly recapitulated.--* 
L in Pcrfia; 11^ Tar tar y; and III, India; and will 
clofe with the interefting narrative of the Ottoman 
war. 

L Perfia, from the Oxus to the Tigris, fince the 
death of Aboufaidi the laft of the defcendants of Hola« 
gou, was left without a lawful fovereign. [a. d. i j8o~ 
1393.] 7^^ Mogul invader was feebly and feparately 
oppofed by the petty tyrants who, for forty years, had 
oppre^ed the people* The whole courfeof the Tigris 
and the Euphrates, from the mouth to the fources of 
thofe rivers, was reduced to the obedience of Timour ] 
the cities of Sbiraz, Bagdad, and Edefla, bowed to tJie. 
yoke of the viGtor | his fquadrons pierced the moun*; 
tains of .Georgia, and the Chriftian prince of Tafflia^ 
became the friend and prpfelyt^ pf the indefatigable 

II. lo 
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II. In the inrafion of Tartary, Timour was perhaps 
aAuated by a juft refentment, and the Gates were 
doomed in their turn to experience the calamities of 
war, which they had infli&ed on Tranfoxiaaa, From 
the conqueft of CaOigar, the armies of ,Zagatai over- 
fpread Kipzak, or the weftern Tartary ; [a. n. 1370- 
1383.3 purfued their 6ying enemies into the provinces 
of Rttflia i and returning to the banks oi the Don, the 
deftrudiolk of the city of Azoph, at the mouth of tbai 
fiver, attefted the baleful prefence of Ttmotfr. 

III. The conqueft of Hindoftan was at firff oppofd 
by the murmurs and difcontents of the Tartar troops; 
but tbefe were foon eonvinced, that the dangen of var 
were )efs dreadful than the difpleafure of their fere' 
reign. Timour was already informed by his fpiesof 
the weaknefs and the anarchy of Hindoftan ; andtbat 
the foubabs of the proviuces defpifed and iofulted tk 
imbediity of the fuhan Mahmood, The Mogul amy 
confifted of ninety^two fquadrons, each of a thouiaod 
horfe i the mountains, between the Jihoon and rtie 
Indus, and which the Arabian geographers ftyle the 
ftony girdles of the earth, were the moft fonnidabie 
circles, and numbers of the men and horfes periJhed 
in the fnow ; [a. d. 1398, 1399.] but theinvincibk 
Timour furmounted every difHculty ; he croiTed ik 
Indus, defeated, in the neighbourhood of Delhi, the 
army of Hindoftan, and entered the capital in triumph. 
His foldibrs were indulged in the bloody and tomvlt^ 
cus licence of a general ma^iTacre and pillage ; ^^ 
their leader advanced one hundred miles beyond Delhi, 
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pafled the Ganges, and returaed, after this rapid cam* 
paigD, along the iktrts of the northern hills. 

The ambitious defigns of Bajazet hafiened the re* 
treat of Timour, whofe vigour of body and mind was 
not impaired, or abated, by Qxty-three years of in^ 
ceflant fatigue. He aflembled at Ifpahan the troops 
of the provinces of Perfia, and bis firft operation^ were 
direded againft the Chriftians of Georgia, who were 
left the only alternative of tribute^ or the koran ; de* 
fcending from the hills, Hmour received the ambafla* 
dors of Bajazet, and entered into a correfpondence of 
.mutual complaints and menaces. The firft epiftle of 
the Mogul emperor was not likely to reconcile the 
angry difpofition of the Tarkifli fultan, whofe family 
and nation he aflPefled to defpife. ** What is the 
^' fauttdaiion of thy infolence and folly ? Thou haft 
^^ fought fome battles in the woods of Anatolia : 
^^ contemptible trophies! Thou haft obtained fome 
^^ vidories over the Chriftians of Europe : thy fword 
<^ was bleOed by the apoftle of God ; and thy obedt- 
'^ ence to the precept of the koran, in waging war 
*^ againft the laBdels, is the-fole confideration that 
^^ prevents us from deftroying thy country, the iron* 
^' tier and bulwark of the Moflem world. Be wife in 
^' time ; refled ; repent ; and avert the thunder of 
^^ our vengeance* which is yet fufpended over thy 
^' head. Thou art no more than a pifmire } why wilt 
^^ thou feekto provoke the elephants ? Alas, they will 
^^ trample thee under foot." The foul of Bajazet 
was deeply ftung by the language of fuch unufiial 
contempt ; after pouring forth on his competitor the 

epithets 



42€ DECLINE AVD FALL OV 

ejntbets of thief and rebel- of tHe Defert^ and magntfy- 
ing his own forces and power, he defcends to an infult 
of a more domeftic^ind. ^^ If I fly from thy arms/' 
S$id he, ^^ may my wives be thrice diForced from my 
^* bed ; but i£ thou had not courage to meet me m 
«* the field, mayeft thou again receive thy wives, after 
^' after they have thrice endured the embraces of a 
•• ftranger." Thefe cxprcffionsj which violated the 
delicacy of the haram, convevted the political quarrel 
of the monarchs into perfonal refentment ; yet Ti* 
snour, after the deflrudion of Sebafie^ a flrong city 
tm the borders of Anatolia, turned afide to the con- 
queft of Syria and Egypt, and feemed to refped the 
pious warfare of Bajazet, who was ftill engaged m 
the fiege of Conftantinople. 

The defence of Syria chiefly coniifted in the fame 
and diicit>line of the Mamalukes ; and the Tartar in- 
Tader was oppofed near Aleppo by a numerous, bat 
diiaflfeded army ; feveral of the emirs had been feduc- 
ed to betray their more loyal companions ; the vido 
rioiis Moguls entered with the fugitives the gates of 
Aleppo,* and the citadel, which had been deemed im- 
pregnable, was furrendered by cowardice^ m trea« 
chery* [a. d. 1400.] Timour aflFeded, among the 
crowd of fuppliants, to diflinguifli the doctors of the 
law ; and, after Tome converfatioa on religion, be 
familiarly aiked the cadhi his age. ^ Fifty years." 
r^^* h WQuld be the age of my eldeft fon : you (be me 
*^ here,'' continued Timour^ ^^ a poor, lame> decrepit 
V mortal; yet by .my. arm has the Almighty been 
^^ pkafcd to^fubdtiothe Idngdomsof Iran, Touran, 

<« and 



^ and the Indies. I am not a man pf Ubodr-wd 

*• God is my witnfifs, that in all my wari. I have 

'* nev^r be^ the aggr^ffor, and that my^necnieft have 

** alwaiys bcQQ the authors of their own calamity j" 

yet during, this language of moderation^ the ftreets 

of Aleppo ftroamed with blood ; and the hatuxal 

cruelty of his foldiers Wajs ftimulated by the peremptO" 

ry command of in adequate number of heads, whocli^ 

acoordu]^ to. his* cuftom, were curbufly piled* in 

columns and pyramida. Near Damafcus the Tartars 

were more; for niidably encountered by the armies of 

Egypti hut^the fortune of Timonr ftill preva'ded ; ' and 

the viflortQus muflulman, who v;^ zealoufly attached 

1 to the feft of AH, avenged the injuries df his foa 

Hofein, by reducing Damafcus> which he bad trea- 

1 cfaeroufly occupied, to aihes< [a. 0.1401.] 0n his 

1 return, from the fame piousi motives, he abandofied 

> Aleppo to the fames y and itiUy to difplay hifr chavac- 

( ter, he ereded on the ruins of Bagdad a pyramid of 

ninty thoufand teads. 

After agsdn vifiting Georgia, the Mogul emperor 
, proclaimed his intention of marching againft the 
Turkifli foltan, who> had colleded an army of' four 
. l^undred thoufand hor& and foot, and was encamped 
near the ruins of Sebafte* Timour, with ei^ht^>hun- 
, dred thoufand men, moved fwlftly through the coun- 
tries of Armenia and Anatolia ; [a. d. 14o^.2 and, 
determined ta fight in the heart of ^ the Ottoman king- 
dom, avoided the hoftiie camp, traverfed the fait 
J Defert and the river Halys, and invefled Angora. 
Bajazet rapidly returned to the relief of that city, and 
the plains ia the neighbourhood were the fcene of a 
z memorable 
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neoionible and dectfive battle, [a. d. 1402. |a1y ^8.] 
The Turkifli monarch difplayed the qoaCties of a fol- 
dier and a chief; but the minds of bis troops vere 
alienated by his rigour and avarice ; part of his allies 
had been tempted by the emifiaries of Timonr ; his 
fon Soliman too hailily withdrew from the field ; and 
bis heavy armed janizaries were confounded by the 
fwifit and artful evolutions of the Tartar cavalry; 
their valour was oppreffed by heat, thtrft, and the 
weight of numbers ; and the unfortunate fultaD> who 
was afflifted with the gout in his hands and feet, was 
overtaken in his attempt to fly, and was led a captive 
to the tent of Timour ; the Mogul emperor graciouilf 
advanced to meet him, feated him by his fide, and his 
. addrefs was a mixture of reproach and pity. '^ Alas !" 
&id he, '' the decree of iate is now accomplifhed bj 
^ your own fault; it is the web which you have 
<« woven, the thorns of the tree wbich you have 
^^ planted. I wi(hed t{> fpare^ and even to aiSft, 
^^ the champion of the Moflems: you braved 
*^ our thteats ; you defpifed our fi-iendfliip ; yoa 
^^ forced us to enter your kingdom with pur invioci- 
^^ ble armies. Behold the event. Had you vanquifh- 
^ ed, I am not ignorant of the £aite which you referved 
*^ for myfelf and my troops. But I difdain to retafi- 
^^ ate : your life and honour are fecure ; and I fhall 
^^ ezptefs my gratitude to God by my clemency to 
<< man.'^ In the fea(| of vidory, to which Bajazet 
was invited, the Mogul emperor placed a crown on 
his head, with a folemn aflurance of reftoring him 
wjth an increafe of glory to the throne of his anceftors. 
But thefe generous declantions^ which are extraded 

from 
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firom the memorials of the contjueror, were probablyi 
the fuggeftions of a fpirit harmonized by foccefs. The 
attempt of the vanquifhed fuhan to efcape by digging 
a mine under his tent, provoked the jealoufy of the 
Mogul ; the Turkifh annals unanimously agree that 
the unfortunate Bajazet was confined in an iron cage^ 
and reduced, in this humiliating reftraint, to foUov 
the perpetual marches of the vidor, [a. d. i403« 
March.} till his ftrength and fpirits funk under the 
accumulated preflure of feverity and infuk. 

On the defeat of Bajazet, the kingdom of Anatolia 
immediately fubmitted ; and-Mirza Mehemmed Sultan^ 
the eldeft of the grandfons of Timour> fummoned, 
and was admitted into, Bourfa ; but the avarice of the 
Tartars was difappointed ; and Soliman in his flight 
had already pafled over to Europe with the royal trea- 
' fure. The grandfon of Timour advanced to Nice, 
and the progrefs of the Moguls was only (lopped by 
the waves of the Propontis. The emperor himfelf 
reduced, in fourteen days, Smyrna, ivhich for fevea 
years had been defended by the Rhodian knights 
< ,again(l the arms of Bajazet ; and the invincible armies 
and boundlefs ambition of Timour might afpire to the 
conqueft and converfion of the kingdoms of the Weft, 
which already trembled at his name. 

But the lord of fo many myriads of horfe, was not 
matter of a fingle gsilley ; and the narrow fea which 
rolled between the two continents of Europe and Afia, 
was defended by the fhips and fortifications of the 
Chriftians and Turks, who forgot the difference of re- 
ligion, to a£t with union and firmnefs in the common 

caufe* 
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caoHi* While they cautioufly fecured the paflages of 
the BoTphMiSs, they foothed the pride, and gntified 
the avarice of the conqueror by flatt^y and prefents; 
Sdiman confented to hold by the patent t)( the Mogul 
emperor^ the kingdom of Romania, which he almdj 
pofldflfed ; and the Byzantine monarch fubmitted to 
pay the fame tribute as had been eietorted by the mt 
nacea of the Turkifh fultan. Iniatiate of vidorv, 
Timaur already dire&ed his attention towards the io- 
vafion of China ; and while he himfelf flowiy returoed 
to hk capital) after a campaign of four years andoioe 
months, be difpatched an army beyond the SifaooD,to 
fobdue the Pagan Calmucks and Tartars, to form ma* 
gazines in the Deferts, and to open for his march k 
road- towards PehJn. After a few months fpentat 
Samatcand in domeftic and imernal regutitioos, tk 
vecqran vi^or refumed his arms ; he had already ad- 
vaneed thrpe bu^ndred miles from his capital^ when lie 
was attacked by a fever; the indificreet ufe of iced 
water prpbably accelerated his fate-; |[a. d. 1405. 
^pril tO and the lord of . Afia cx^red ia tbe 
adghbourhood of Otrar> in the feventieth year 
of his age, thirty*fiire years after he had afceod' 
$d the throne of Zagatai. After his deadi a frag* 
ment ojf the empire was uphelU with feme glory bj 
Sb«rokh, his youngeft fon : btst before tlie expb 
tbn of a. century, Txanfoxiana and Perfia verr 
trampled upon by the Uzbeks and the Turkmans; 
and the race of Timour was alone perpetrated in tbe 
descendants of a hero, who fled from the arms of tb^ 
i^Araders to the.conqiieft of Hindoftaxu • 

,0f 
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0( the five foQS of Bajazet, Muftapha had difap' 
peared in the battle of Angora, and his name was fuc-. 
ceffively claimed by above thirty different pretenders ; 
and Ifaj Moufa, Soliman^ and Mahomet, difpuce^, with 
the fword, the remnant of their father's dominio;is ; 
but the genius, or fortune, of Mahomet foon gained 
the afcendant ; and the lives and kingdoms of his 
brothers were gradually cxtinguifhed by his, or theit 
own, arms^ From the caftle of Amaiia he watched the 
moment of enterprife j with his fupeiior force op- 
preffed Ifa ; and declared himfelf the avenger of Soli- 
man, who was furprifed and flain by the ambition of 
Moufa* The conteft between the two brothers ended 
in the triumph of Mahomet, and the eight years of his^ 
fole and peaceful reign were engaged in eftablifliing on 
a firmer bafis the fabric of the Ottoman empire, [a . d. 
1 41 3. 1421.] His lafl: care was the choice of two 
vizirs, Bajazet and Ibrahim, to guard the youth of 
his fon Amurath. Bajazet was the vidim of a new 
war kindled in Europe by the name of Muftapha ; but 
the more fortunate Ibrahim extinguiihed the pretender, 
and delivered the Ottoman throne from the dangers^ of 
domeftic contention. 

, Amidft their civil conflids, the more prudent Turks 
bad continually recommended and diligently forwarded 
the re- union of the empire $ the vigilance ahd adivity 
of the Chriftians might have precluded them from 
attaining this important obje£t ; and had a confederate 
fleet occupied the ftraights of Gallipoli, the Ottomans, 
in Europe at lead, would have been moil probably 
annihilated ; but the improvident Chriilians either ei^ 
YoL. II. Ff ^ joyed 
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joyed their prefcnt rcfpite, without looking forward td 
futurity, or were tempted by a momentary xnterell to 
promote the fuccefs of the permanent and common 
enemy of their reUgion. A colony of Genoefe, planted 
at Phocaea, on the Ionian coaft, while they enjoyed 
the emoluments of a monopoly of allum, confented to 
remain the peaceable tributaries of the Turkifli govern- 
ment. Adorno, the Genoefe governor, had, in the 
civil diflentions of the Ottomans, embraced with ar- 
dour the party of Amurath ; and undertook, with 
feven flout gallies, to tranfport him to Europe. Some 
praife is due to the magnanimity of the fultan, who 
with five hundred guards embarked on board the ad- 
miral's (hip, manned by eight hundred of the braved 
Franks ; nor can we withhold our approbation from 
Adorno, who difcharged his trufl with exemplary 
fidelity. In a few years the venal fervtce was pro- 
perly recompenfed by the ruin of the colony of 
Phoca?a. 

When Manuel abdicated the government of Con- 
ftantinople, he expeded the hourly fubverfion of the 
church and ftate ; he was furprifed by the pleafmg 
and fucceflive inteUigence of the retreat, qverthrowy 
and the captivity of Bajazet; he immediately failed 
from Modon in the Morea ; was admitted into, and 
reftored to the throne of Constantinople, and baniibed 
his competitor John to the ifle of Lefbos. Soliman; 
the fon of Bajazet, apprehenfive left the Greeks fhould 
introduce the Moguls into Europe, folicited^the alli- 
ance, and implored the protedion of Manael, He 
offered to hold the government of Romania as the 

2 gift 
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gift of the emperor, and engaged for the reltitution of 
Theflalonica, with the mofl: important places along 
the Strymon, the Propontis, and the Black Sea. Thcfe 
terms, fo ignominious to the Moflems, were produc- 
tive of the enmity of Moufa, and the Turks renewed 
their hoftile attempts on Conftantinople ; they were 
repulfed by fea and land; but the imprudence of 
Manuel, who ought carefully to have cherifhed the 
difcord of the Ottomans, united him with Mahomet, 
the moft formidable of the fons of Bajazet ; he tran* 
fported the fultan acrofs the Bofphorus, entertain^ 
him in his capital, and by a fally from the walls open- 
ed the road to the conquell of Romania. The grati- 
tude of Mahomet preferved the treaty inviolate, and 
in his laft moments he bequeathed his two younger 
fons to the prote&ion of the Greek emperor ; but the 
divan pronounced the claufe injurious to the national 
honour and religion, and declared that the royal 
youths fhould never be abandoned to the cuftody of a 
Chriftian dog. On this refufal the councils of the 
Byzantine court were divided j but the aged emperor 
reluctantly yielded f o the ardour of his fon John. The 
real, or falfe Muftapha, had been long detained as a 
captive and hoftage at Conftantinople ; he was now 
releafed, after fubfcribing a treaty by which he en*« 
gaged to deliver Gallipoli as the price of his freedom ; 
but he had fcarce afcended the throne of Romania, 
before he declared to the ambafladors of Manuel, that 
he had rather be accufed of violating his oath, that of 
delivering a Muflulman city into the hands of the In- 
fidels. 

Ffa Xhc 
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The negociadon of the Greek emperor with Mufta- 
pha aroufed the refentment of Amurath, and the vic- 
tory of that prince over his rival was followed by the 
fiege of Conftantinople. [a. d. 1422.3 Thje hopes 
of plunder and martyrdom attrafled a crowd of rolon- 
teers ; and two hundred, thoufand Turks encompaffed 
the city of Conftantine : but a domeftic revolt recalled 
Amurath from the walls of the Byzantine capital to 
the proteflion of Bourfa ; and while his faithful Mof- 
lems extended his dominions in Europe and Afia, he 
fufpended, for thirty years, the fate of the Byzantine 
empire} [a. d. i 428.3 the aged Manuel, oppreifed 
with years, refigned his fceptre and breath, without 
beholding, thouglr not without forefeeing, the ruin of 
his houfe and the downfall of his religion ; and his 
fon John Palseologus, was permitted to afcend the 
vacant throne on the annual payment of three hun^* 
dred thoufand afpers, and the cefiion of almoft all be 
held beyond the gates of the capital. 

Althchigh the origin of the Ottomans is obfcure, 
yet their facred right was foon implanted in the mmds 
of their fubjects ; and their invariable fucceflicm has 
been confirmed by five centuries, while the tranfient 
dynafties of Afia have been continually fubverted b; 
a crafty vizir, or a viftorious general. The educa- 
tion and difcipline of the Turks may be confidered 
as the chief fource of their attachment and fubmif* 
fion ; the fifth flave had been rigorouily exacted from 
the time of the firft Amurath, to recruit the Otto- 
man armies ; and when the fifth of the captives was 
diminiflied by conqueft> the fifth of the Chriftian 

childrea 
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children was fubftituted in their place. Thefe, at 
the age of twelve years, were torn from their parents, 
and clothed, taught, and maintained for the fervice 
of the public. According to their various abilities, 
or inclination, they were allotted to the exercifes of 
war, or the ftudy of. the koran, and the knowledge 
of the Arabic and Perfian tongue. Without intereft, 
without conneftions, and without friends, they were 
abfolutely dependant on the nod of the fultan, and 
it remained for him to felecl with judgment a cpn- 
ftant fucceffion of brave and able generals, and of wife 
and virtuous minifters. 

At the critical moment, when the decided fuperi- 
ority of the Turks feemed to have extinguifbed in 
the Greeks all hopes of prefervation, the invention 
of gunpowder, could the fecret have been circum- 
fcribed within the pale of the church, might have 
checked the viftorious progrefs of the difciples of 
Mahomet ; but it was foon difclofed to the Turks ; 
and the fultans had fenfe to adopt, and we^ith to re<r 
ward, -the talents of a Chriftian engineer* It is mod 
likely the Genoefe firft imparted the deftrudlive mix* 
ture to Amurath, when they tranfported him from 
Afia to Europe, and joined his arms in the conqueft 
of Hadrianople. The cannon that he ufed at the 
. fiege of Conftautinople were probably caft by their 
hands } and thoygh the firft attempt proved unfuc- 
cefsful, yet in the laft attack fourteen batteries thun- 
dered againft the devoted walls of the city ; and the 
artillery of Conftantinople was controlled and filenced 
by the fuperior fire of the Moflems. 

Ff3 »HAm 
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CHAPTER XLIX. 

APPLICATIONS OF THE EASTERN EMPERORS TO THE POPW 
^VISITS TO THE WEST, OF JOHN THE FIRST, MANUEL, 
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GREEK AND LATIN CHURCHE&^SCHISM OF THE GREEKS 
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HUNGARY— JOHN HUNIADES — SCANDERBEG -* CONSTAK* 
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H £ N E V £ R the Byzantine princes were en* 
compaiTed with difficulties, or preficd by dangers, they 
courted the alliance, and implored the protedioO) of 
the pope and the Latins ; but as foon as the hour o/ 
dillrefs was over, they avowed their genuine hatred 
find contempt for the fchifmatics of the Weft. The 
iirft PaUn^logus, by an union with the Latin charcl?, 
had averted the menaced thunders of the Vatican, and 
the terrors of a hoftile crufade ; but his fubjeds, his 
favourites, and even his own relations, confpired 
againft his peace, and reviled him as a heretic and 
apoftate. The elder Andronicus throughout his life 
firmly maintained the profeffion and principles of ortho- 
doxy ; but the younger fought in the Weft an alli- 
ance and fupport againft the rapid progrefs of the 
Turks, who had already atchieved the conqueft of 
Bithynia. His negociations were fruftrated by the 
fituation and character of the reigning princes. The 
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kings of France and Naples declined the danger and 
glory of a crufade ; and pope Benedxft the Twelfth, 
immerfed in floth and wine> liftened coldly to the 
fufpicious language of an union which was to be pre* 
ceded by a pecuniary and military fuccour. 

Gantacuzene, as foon as he had fubdued his dome£» 

^c enemies, folicited and received the approbatioa of 

the pope to the introdu£tion of his Moflem allies into 

Europe, and to the marriage of his daughter \yith a 

Turkifli prince J pope Clement the Sixth aeknowledged 

the hard neceffity of the emperor ; he encouraged the 

idea of an union and a crufade, and with the Greek 

ambalTadors, two Latin bi(hops returned as the mi- 

nifters of the Roman pontiff. But the conferences of 

the emperor and the nuncios were only filled with 

mutual praifes and promifes, by which both parties 

were amufed, and neither could be deceived. The 

death of Clement, and the different temper of his 

fucceffor, baniflied even the, hope of fpiritual union, 

and Cantacuzene himfelf foon after was obliged to re^ 

tire from the, throne to the cloyfter. 

John Palaeologus, alarmed by foreign invafion and 
domeftic infurredion, in the hopes of foreign aid, fuh- 
fcribed a treaty, and fubmitted to an oath of fidelity 
and obedience to the Roman pontiffs. He fUpulated 
in return the fupport of fifteen gallies, with five hun- 
dred men at arms^ and a thoufand archers, to ferve 
againft his Chridian and Muffulman enemies ; but the 
treaty was never executed ; the humiliating concef- 
fions of the fovereign were involved in fecrecy, and the 

F f 4 Roman 
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Roman fuccours, and the Greek fabiiuffioD9 were each 
ncglefted or withheld. 

But when the Turkiih torrent had fwept away Adri- 
anople and Komania, and was only refilled by the 
walls of Conftantinople, the defponding Palaeologus 
embarked himfelf for Venice, with the refolution of 
proflrating himfelf at the feet of the pope^ and of 
aroufing by the imperial prefence the cold compaf- 
fion of the princes of the Weft. Urban the Fifth, a 
prelate of a mild and virtuous charader^ encouraged 
the pilgrimage of the Greek prince, who acknow- 
ledged the fupremacy of the Roman pontiff and the 
double proceflion of the Hqly Ghoft, and wa9 in re- 
turn entertamed with attention and refpeft. But in 
vain did the fucceflbr of St. Peter endeavour to re- 
kindle the zeal of the Weftern powers in favour of his 
profelyte* The different princes were cold in the 
general caufe, and warmly engaged in their own do- 
meftic quarrels ; and the difconfolate Palaeologus 
found his return impeded by the Venetians, who de- 
tained him as their fecurity for federal fums which he 
had borrowed from the citizens of the republic. His 
eldeft fon Aodronicus regarded his father's capdvity 
with fecret pleafure ; but his fecond fon Manuel im- 
mediately fold all he poflefied, embarked for Venice, 
relieved his father, and pledged his own freedom to be 
Vcfponfible for the debt* 

When Manuel afcended the imperial throne he aUb 
determined, by the advice of the French marihal 
Poucicault, to vifit and implore the fi^ppUes of the 

count 
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<fbuTts of the Weft, At Venice, Paris, and London, 
he was pitied, praifed, and feafted ; but the republid 
of Venice was attentive alone to her commercial in- 
terefts; the French monarch was repeatedly afflided 
with furious fits of infanity, and the reigns of govern- 
ment were alternately held and inceffantly difputed by 
the dukes of Orleans and Burgundy ; and Henry of 
Lancafter could not withdraw his perfon and forces 
from a throne continually affailed by confpiracy and 
rebellion. Yet Manuel on his return enjoyed one 
confolation, that iii this trying fituation he had neither 
degraded bis dignity, nor bartered his religion. 

The victories of Timour, and the diffentions of the 
fons'of Bajazet, allowed Manuel to reign fucceffive 
years in the maintenance of the national religion, and 
in peace and profperity ; but when Amurath inveflfid 
the walls of Couftantihople, Manuel was readily re- 
conciled to the Roman pontiff, and foon converted to 
the double proceffion of the Holy Ghoft. A friendly 
intercourfe of letters and embaffies was revived be- 
tween the Eaft and the Weft, and the feoret inten- 
tions of the Byzantine monarch were unfolded to his 
colleague and fucceffor, John Palaeologus, in the pre* 
fence of the hiftorian Phranza, his favourite chamber- 
lain. " Our laft refource,*' faid Manuel, ** againfl: 
" the Turks, is their fear of our unioil with the La*, 
*^ tins, of the warlike nations of the Weft, who may arm 
*' for our relief and their deftrudion. As often as you 
** are threatened by the mifcreants, prefent this danger 
^^ before their eyes» Propofe a council } confuU on 

"the 
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<< the means ; but ever.delay and avoid the convoci- 
^ tiottof an aflembly, which cannot tend either to our 
^ fpiritual or temporal emolpment. The Latins are 
^ proud ; the Greeks are obftinate ; neither party will 
^^ recede or retract ; and the attempt of a perfed 
«< union will confirm the fohifm, alienate the churchei, 
♦* a9d leave us, without hope or defence, at the metcy 
^^ of the Barbarians." Impatient of this falutary lef- 
£)n, the royal youth arofe from his feat, and depart- 
ed in (ilence ; and the wife monarch thus continued 
his di&ourfe to Phransa. *^ My fon deems himfelf a 
^^ great and heroic prince ; but alas ! our miferaUe 
^ age does not aflford fcope for heroifm or greatnefs. 
^ His daring fpirit might have fuited the happier times 
^* of our anceftors ; but the prefent ftate requires not 
<^ an emperor, but a cautious fteward of the laft relics 
•* of our fortunes* Well do I remember the lofty ex- 
*^ pe£lations which he built on our alliance with Muf- 
*^ tapha ; and much do I fear that his rafli courage 
<^ will urge the ruin of our houfe, and that even reli- 
' ^^ gion may precipitate our downfall/' 

The long life of Manuel was terminated in the 
feventy-eight year of his age, and In the monaftic pro* 
fei&on. His elded fon John fucceeded to the Byzan- 
tine throne } his fecond, Andronicus, was invefted 
with the principally of Thefialonica, and died foon 
after the final conqueft of that city by the Turks ; and 
the four younger, Theodore and Conftantine^ Deme- 
trius and Thomas, received from their father the 
{^eloponnefus or Morea j but their flrength was wafted 
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ill domeftk contefts ; and the leaft fuccefsful of the 
rivals were reduced to a life of dependance in the By- 
zantine palace. 

The avarice and fenfual vices of fucceflive Roman 
pontiffs had oppreffed and fcandalifed the clergy them- 
felves ; and the council of Bafil declared the reprefen* 
tatives of the church ,was invefted with a divine and 
fpiritual jurifdidion oVer all Chriftians, without even 
excepting the pope. The refolution of the fynod was 
fupported by the emperor of Germany, the king of 
France, and the duke of Milan ; the fathers of Bafil 
invited the emperor and patriarch of Conftantinople 
to unite with an aflembly which had the confidence of 
the Weftem princes ; they agreed to defray his crar- 
veiling expences ; to remit an immediate fum of eight 
thoufand ducats for the accommodation of the Grej^k 
clergy ; and in his abfence to grant a fttpply of ten 
thoufand ducats, with three hundred archers, and 
fome gallies, for the protedion of Conftantinople. 
But Eugenius, who then filled the chair of St* Peter, 
was fenfible of the importance of the emperor of the 
Greeks. He folicited his friendfliip; and to tranfport 
the Byzantine prince to Ferrara, which city was fixed 
on for the meeting or the fynod, he difpatched nine 
gallies, with the perfuafive argument of fifteen thou* 
fand ducats, and added the moft fplendid promifeSt 
Palaeologus recolleded the advice of his father, and 
hefitated. Sigifmond, the emperor of Germany, dif- 
fuaded him from the unfeafonable adventtire; and 
Amurath, who was apprehenfive of the union of the 
Chriftians, offered from his own treafures to relieve 
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the diftrefs of the Byzdntine Court ; but at the fame 
time he, magnanimoufly declared thstt Conftantmopk 
ihould be fecure and inviolate during the abfeace of 
her fovereign. The Greek emperor difinifled an am- 
biguous anfwer to the council of Nice, and embarked 
in the Roman gnllies, with the aged patriarch Jofeph, 
and a various retinue of bifiiops and minifterfi, of 
monks and phiiofophers. 

" fhe prefence of the emperor added dignity ^o the 
party of Eugenius, and the fathers of Bafil injured their 
caofe by the violence of their proceedings. The La- 
tins, after the labour of nine months^ and the debates 
of twenty*iive fei&ons, attained the advantage and 
glory of the reunion of the Greeks* Four principal 
qoeAioDS had been agitated between the (wo churches. 
h The ufe of unleavened bread in. the comaiuiiion of 
Chrift's body* II. The nature of purgatory. IIL 
The fupremacy of the pope. And IV. The iingle or 
double procefiion of the Holy Ghoft. The firft aod 
fecond^ as lead important, and mod doubtful, were 
left to the cuiboms of the different countries, and to 
the proof of Hereafter ; the third was qualified by the 
vague definition, that his jurifdiclion (hould be exer- 
cifed agreeable to the holy canons ; but in re^rd to 
the fourth, it was agreed that the Holy Ghofl proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, as from one principle and 
fubilance ; that he proceeds l^y the fon, being of the 
fame nature and fubftance, and that he proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, by one Jpirafion and pro- 
dudion. The preliminary treaty imy be more eafily 
undcrflood. The ezpe^ces of the Greeks tn their re- 
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turn home were to be defrayed by the pope, who en* 
gaged to maintain two gallies . and three hundred. 
foldxers for the defence of Conftantinople ; to oblige 
th« pilgrims of Jerofalcm to touch at that port ; . to 
furnifli as often as required, ten gallies for a year, off 
twenty for fix months ; and to folicit the princes of 
Europe^ if the emperor (hould require the aid of land- 
forces • 

In the fynod of Florence, the Greeks and Latins 
had embraced, and fubfcribed, and promifed ; but 
thcfe figns of friendfliip were perfidious and fruitlefr# 
- The fubjeds of the Latins complained that the union 
E would be the inftrument of oppreflion, and the Greeks 
I received their emperor on his return with a general 
murmur of dev6ut difcontent* They had been flat* . 
; tered with an aflfurance of a poweriul and immediate 
i fuccour, and depended on the fciemce and orthodoxy 
t of their clergy for an eafy victory over the ignorant 
t prelates of the Weft j doubly difappointed, they openly 
f escprefled their refentment ; and the fubfcribing eccle« 
! fiaftics, inftead of juftifying their condudb, deplored 
their weaknefs. >* Alas 1 we have been feduccd by 
^^ diftrefs, by fraud » and by the hopes and fears of n 
** tranfitory life. The hand that had figned the union 
^* fhould be cut dflF ; and the tongue that has pro- 
*^ nounced the Latin creed deferves to be torn from 
" the root/* was the anfwer to the reproachful quef- 
tion, what had been the event of their Italian fynod ? 
While Eugenius triumphed in the union of the 
Greeks,, his party was contra£ted to the palace of 
Conftantinople} the zeal of Palaeologus was already 

cooled ; 
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c6o\ed ; nor was he inclined to haaard his life a&d 
crown in fupport of the articles he had fubfcribed. 
His brother was ready to draw his fword in the defence 
of the national religion ; and the Turkifli fukan beheld 
with a jealous eye the apparent reconciliation of the 
Greeks and Latins. 

The chara&er of that prince has been minutelj 
drawn by the hiftorian of the Ottoman empire. <^SaI- 
^ tan Murad, or Amurath, lived forty-nine, and 
^ reigned thirty years^ fix months, and eight days. 
V He was a juft and valiant prince, of a great fotil, 
^ patient of labours, learned, merciful, religious^ 
^ charitable ; a lover and encourager of the ftudiooS) 
** and of all who excelled in any art or fdence; a 
<« good emperor, and a great general. No man ob« 
<^ tained more or greater vidories than Amurath : M 
^ grade alone withftood his attacks. Under his 
^ reign the foldier was ever vi&orious, the citizen rich 
^ and lecure. If he fubdued any country, bis firS 
^ care was to build mofchs and caravanferas, bofpifib 
<< and colleges. Every year he gave a thouland 
^< pieces of gold to the fons of the prophet s and fent 
^^ two thoufand five hundred to the religious perfon$ 
^ of Mecca, Medina, and Jerufalem.'* But the moll 
fingular feature in the charader of Amurath is hit 
repeated abdication* [a. d. 1442.] At forty be 7^ 
iigned the fcepcre to his fon> and retired to the fociety 
of hermits and derviflies, who, contrary to the genias 
of the founder, had crept into the Muflulman reli- 
gion* From the company and penance of thefe hm- 
tics, he was called by the unanimous wiflies of the 

nation, 
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nation, and by the more doubtful invitation of his foa 
to repel the Hungarian invafion, [a. d. 1444.] He 
fought and conquered, and again retired to pray, to 
fad, and to mortify his body ; but the companions 
of his viAory difdained the youthful hand which held 
in his abfence the fceptre. The ftreets of Hadrianople 
were filled with tumult ; and the unbridled licence of 
the Janizaries once more fummoned Amurath.frota 
his pious occupations. The haughty troops confefledl 
the voice of their leader; and the reludant fultan wa^ 
compelled to fuftain the burthen of government till he 
was releafed by the angel of death, [a. d. 1448.]! 

An apprehenfion left the Turks who appToached, 
might invade the borders of Italy, reminded the Ro- 
man pontiff, Eugenius, of his promife to his Greek 
brethren ; but the princes of Eutope no longer flock- 
ed with impatience to the ftandard of holy wars ; and 
even the fuggeftions of policy were difrcgarded by the 
moft powerftil ' nations of the Weft. The German 
emperor, Frederic the Third, was without power and 
without ability ; The ftrehgth of France and England 
was impaired by their long and implacable hoftilities. 
Yet Philip, duke of Burgundy, encouraged his fulv 
jeSs to oppofe, at their own expence, the progrefs of 
the Moflems ; and the republics of Venice and Genoa 
joined their fleets to the ftandard of St. Peter. But 
the moft important acceflion were the kingdoms of 
Hungary and Poland, united under the authority of 
Ladiflaus, and animated by the valour and name of 
the heroic John Huniades. The Roman legate fcat- 
tered with a liberal hand^a treafure of pardons and m- 

dulgences ; 
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dulgences ; the gallant fpirits of France and Germany 
^lifted ' individually under the holy banner ; the 
Greek emperor engaged to guard the Bofphorus ; the 
fiiltan of Caramania announced the retreat of Amu- 
rath, and a powerful diverfion in Anatolia ; and if the 
fleets of the Weft had occupied the ftraights of the 
Hellefpont, the Ottoman monarchy muft have been 
diflevered and deftroyed. 

At the head of his confederate fubjeds, Ladiflaus 
advanced into Bulgaria, and defeated two Turkilh 
armies; thirteen bafliaws, nine ftandards, and four 
thoufand capttvesj graced his triumphal entry into 
Buda ; but the moft unequivocal proof of the import- 
ance of his vi&ories was a deputation from the divan 
to folicit for peace, to reftore Servia, to ranfom the 
prifoners, and to evacuate the Hungarian frontiers. 
The terms were accepted, and the treaty was already 
figned, and fandioned by a mutual oath, when intelli- 
gence was received, that Anatplia was invaded by the 
Caramanian, and Thrace by the Greek emperor ; that 
the fleets of Genoa, Venice, and Burgundy, were maf- 
ters of the Hellefpont } and that the allies impatiently 
ezpeAed the arrival of the vidlorious army of Ladit 
laus : ^^ And is it thus," exclaimed the cardinal legate, 
who had fuUenly obferved the late negociation, ^' that 
*^ you will defert their expectations and your own 
^' fortune ? It is to them, to your God, and your 
*< fellow-chriftians, that you have pledged your faith ; 
^^ and that prior obligation annihilates a ra(h and fa- 
*' crilegious vow to the enemies of Chrift. His vicar 
^' on earth is the Roman pontiff, v^achout whofe fane* 

" tion 
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^ tion yoii can neither promife nor perform. In his 
"name I abfolve your perjury, and fanftify your 
" arms. Follow Ihy footfteps in the paths of glory 
** and falvation ; and if ye ftiU have fcruples, devolve' 
** on my head the punilhment and the fin." The 
pernicious cafuiftry of tne Roman prelate was applaud- 
ed, and fcconded with inconfiderate levity ; war was 
again proclaimed, and Ladiilaus refumed his arms in- 
the delufive hope of delivering the Eaftern church 
from the dominion of the difciples of Mahomet ; but 
the French and Germans had departed on the firft in- 
timation of peace ; the Poles were exhauftcd by a 
diftstnt warfare ; and in this fecond ' expedition the 
forces of the Huiigariaix monarch fcarce ambunjed to ' 
twenty thoufand men. They direfted their march 
through a level country, along the fliores of the 
Euxine ; but when they arrived at Warna, near the 
fca coaft, inftead of being joined, as they fondly ex- 
pefted,. by their allies, they were alarmed by the ap- 
proach of Amurath, who had relinqulfced his foli- 
tude, and had pafled over with the forces of Afia to • 
the defence of Europe. ' - 

The imputation of cowardice and treachery has beeft • 
fixed on the Greek emperor and the Genoefe, who 
engaged to guard, and who betrayed, the paffage of 
the Bofphorus and Hellefpont. The fultaii preffe4 
forwards from Hadrianople at the head of fixty thou^ 
fand men, and when the Chriflians difcerned the order 
and fuperior numbers of the Turks, even Huniade* 
advifed an hafty retreat ;- but the king was refolved to 
conquer or to "(lie; the Turktfii fquadrons on th^ 

Vol.il Gg righ^ 



i^ght zndf Ukvfeifi clwiee4 md^dUp|^T^ i but tb# 
rafh vigors were carri^. aw^y^ by; the he^t ofi th& par* 
fuit ; ^^4 tbq^ centre, iji, which I^s^diQaas. ipughl^ ^rai 
qppr^ed ax>d bFok;^. by the J^iV^ies,. led on, by* 
Amprath. iQ pevfcxK If wq may crqdjt, the Qttomaa 
aj^nals, thp borie (^ tl)e liungari^n kfog v^a^ pierced 
by the jay^liii of the Turkifh fultaa ; [^a. i>. 1444.] 
t|ie fallen prince was infiantly transfixed by the fpear^ 
of thfl infjafitry ; an4 as* s^ Torkilh foldier proclaimed, 
*^ Hupgariansy bqbold the. hea^ of your king !" hi$ 
troops faw» tqsmbMy.and Qed. Huniadea oa his re- 
turn froot, his headlong pu^fuit 9 deplored hU irreparav* 
erjor,. and the unforuna^e fajte of hi& fpvereign ^ his 
courag<$ and conduft preferv^d the rismnant of his 
lyalachian cavalry ; but ten thqufand Chriftians pe- 
riCbe4 in the difaftrous field of W^rqa,. and among 
tbefe, the leaft to bq lapient^ was. the (;jirdinal Juliaoj 
who had advifed the violation of the; treaty. 

The public ofHOioQ called: to the ad.miniilration of 
Hungary, during thi^ nnnQnty of Ladiflaiia of .Aviftria 
the nominal king, JohnHuni^^es.; apdjin a reign of 
tweWe years he difplayed the policy, ofi a (Istfefman, 
aiid the vaJoMr of a wsurior* His courage ha4 been 
early, fi^nsdtfed; in It»]y^ and his reputation rwaa con- 
.£tmed hy thftdefwce^ofith? Hupgfiriaa hor^crsp and 
by three vidoTies. over, the^ Xurkj ip. the? faineyearj 
four years, after the battle; of Warp^, hp. penetrated 
into the heart of Bulgaria.;. vkl:till:thi¥:tbird day widi- 
ftood, in the plain of GqSi)v«» tb«h repeated anacks 
of a.Turkiik army four times more ni^e^p^us^thaa bis 
own. l^ie^kfeacfrOffi^lgrMles.agatQOr^h^^pfywers^ 

p^foft 



pet'forf rf iilalioftiiif th^ J^bii'cfi \<^a' ffitt laft- *id moft 
glorioii^ a6iib*of Biifife j iricFtH^ f d*fej ^eii affef 
fhey h^d cttlfdred ffie to#H, were' cibiApilled trf^ i*etrei* 
by tfle'tiridauh'fed valour of HPiiWadfeS. [Ai ly. 1455.] 
Hfe furViVed tV> enjoy hfe triuihfih abcmt^a m6nt!h ;• thd 
gratitude oPtiHe HtingaTianr, on tfieflfft vacancy raifed 
to the throrie' his fon Matthias GorvihiiSi t>fto'ih^ albii^ 
and prol^Deroui? fdign* blfended the glory of a cbA^ 
<[ueror v^ith the piety of a faiaf. 

Bat z more forixlidabie chattipi6ilin' AlBkrtfe op-' 
pofed the prbgrefs of the Ottbma* arrhsj affettfed thi# 
honour' of the ChtiflSan ilame, aticf ddayed the ruth* of 
fhc Greek empirfe* Johh of Caffiriot, tKfe fkthfer cS 
Scanderberg, was the* hel-editary prince bf a frhall difr 
rnO: of Albanb, afldi unabld to contend' ^itli th<! 
fiiltani delivered' asr the pled'ge^ bf his fidelity-, his^foui? 
fons, who wdre edutated in th^i' Mahometan rehgiony 
and t!iainedM*ri the'exerdftf bP afmsi The thife^ dde? 
perilhed without- reputationi though ifoif without flif- 
picion- of poift)ii4 BUt G&dr^ Caft'ribt fooii- diftia- 
guiflied hiirifelf by^ his courage ahd ffrfeiigtfi^j ancf 
IJkender Beg (Scandetbeg) br th^ lord Ale3tand&r; ati* 
taincd the favour of the" fultan Ariiurath. Ther lofs of 
his father'is principality was compenfatW by the com- 
mand of a thoufand horfe, antf he ferve'd with honou** 
in the wars of Eutdpe and Afia'; whatever^ lenfe h'd 
might ^tertain of his father^s wrongs^ whatever migfif- 
behii fecret iticUnations toVrards Ghrifttanit'y, it wa# 
not till the ige of forty that he opcmly avotp^d-hisre^' 
Irgious fentittifents;^ and broke the chain of hts^ flaVefy*- 
While he- comtnandcd the van*guard:oP the^ Turkiftt • 

O g 2 army. 
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army, he privately negociated with Huniades, and 
amidft the tumult of ^ defeat, occafioned by his own 
defertion, he extorted by his dagger from the reis 
effendiy or principal fecretary, a patent for the govern- 
ment of Albania. With fome bold companions, to 
whom he had revealed his defign, he efcaped from the 
field of battle to his paternal mountains. No fooner had 
he pofleifed himfelf, by means of the royal mandate, 
of the fortrefs of Croya, than he difdained any further 
diffimulation, and invited the Albanians, a martial 
race, to join the ftandard of religion and freedom. 
[a. d. 1443] The Ottoman garrifons were indulged 
ia the choice of martyrdom or baptifm ; and in the 
aflembly of the eftates of Epirus, Scanderbeg was 
ele&ed general of the Turkifh war. Under his con- 
duct, the Albanians believed themfelvps^ and became 
invincible. His (landing militia confifted only of eight 
thoufand horfe and feven thoufand foot ; but on the 
firfl; approach of an enemy, the blaze of the beacons 
fummoned the warlike youth of the nation to their 
different pofts. During twenty -three years, be baffled 
the powers of the Ottoman empire, though command- 
ed by two of the greateft and moft enterprifirig princes. 
Amurath entered Albania at the head of his valiant 
janiaaries ; but, after a fruitlefs iiege, he was com« 
pelled to retire from the walls of Croya } and the dif- 
appointment contributed perhaps to (borten his day^ ; 
Mahomet the Second condefcended, by his Keute- 
nants, to negociate a truce with the Aibanian prince, 
and to acknowledge his independence ; but before bis 
death Scanderbeg feems to have been opprelTed by the 

irrefiftible 



THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 453 

Jrrefiftible weight of the Turks ; his refourccs were 
nearly exhaufted ; he was reduced to demand of P!u9 
the Second a refuge in the ecclefiaftical dominions, and 
hge expired a fugitive at Leflus, on the Venetian ter- 
ritory* [a. d, 1467.J His infant fon was faved amidft 
the deftrudion of his country; and his blood ftill 
flows in tht nobleft families pf Naples ; a colony of the 
Albanefe obtained a fettlement in Calabria, and they 
preferve at this day the language and manners of their 
anceftors. 

The paffage of the Turks ovej* the Bofphorus had 
cxpofed the charafter of John Palaeologus to fufpicion, 
and he expired four year^ after the difafterous battle 
of Warna; [a. d, i448,] of his five brothers, An- 
dronicus was dead, and Ifidore had embraced the 
monadic profeflion ; Conftantine, Demetrius, ,and 
Thomas, were the remaining princes of the royal 
family ; of thefe, the firft and laft were diftant in the 
Morea; but Demetrius was already poffeffed of the 
adjacent territory of Selybria, and in the fuburbs, af 
the head of a party ; his claim was built on the weak 
foundation of his being born after his father afcended 
the throne, and that he was the eldeft fon of bis reign ; 
his pretenfions were oppofed by the emprefs-mother i 
and the fenate and foldiers, the clergy and the people^ 
were unanimous in the fupport of Conftantine. An 
embaffy to claim the proteftion ofHadrianople, revealf 
the weaknefs of the Greek, and proclaims the fupre* 
macy of the Turkifh,^ empire. Amurath readily ac- 
knowledged the fuperior claims of the eldeft fon, and 
difmifled the ambaflador with fplenc^id gifts and his 

G g 3 gracious 
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grioouf 4l(^ob9tio9. la ^ i^rlag;, Cooftuntmc 
£uled from ibe Morea^ P^citptd ^hje dQiibdU encoontec 
of TurMii fqi^ron, a^ Un^ed ^t .Co^nAsuitiBopk 
amid ft the acclamations of J9s fub|ed$; To ivs bro- 
thers Demeiriu^ and Thp^ias he refigned the poflef- 
fioD of the Morea^ and en^e^vpured^ by A/c frail 
fccuruy of oaths ajod ^n;ijbrace$^ to eftablUh betw^ 
them a fmcere and permanent frie^dJObip ^ Jt^eir union 
Bright have delayed, their xiifcord inviCied tb^ danger* 
ous aid of Mahomet, and haftened their final rma. 

The firA c^reof Conftaotine, after lue bad cthbUik^ 
his authority, was to feek in a coafort ai^ honourable 
aa4 advantageous alliance. ^ daughter of the doge 
of Venice bad been proppied, bu{t the By i^antiae nobles 
f eprefeuted the inferior condition of an ele^ve magif- 
trate to an hereditary monarch ; and in the diUfels of 
Confta^tinople, the chief of that powerful republic was 
l^ot unmindful of the affront. Phranza, the hiiloriao, 
11^9$ difpatched to the courts of Trebi:$ond and 
Georgia» and after an embafly pf two years, decided 
in favour of a Qeorgian princefs, whofe ^th^r offered 
a portion of fifty«0x thoqfand, and* an ann^ial perfion 
9f five thouiand^ ducats. Th^ minifter on b|$ return 
y^as received with confidence ^mi friend(il^jp by his fo- 
yereigUi who ratified the treaty, and diiclofed to bis 
faithful fervant his innioft thoughts and deGgns ; h& 
complained of the arrogance of Lucas Notaras, the 
gr^at admiral, who affef^ed in public and private to 
controul bis fentiments and ^dtionss he propofed to 
flifpatch Pbraiiza in the enfuing fpring to engage his 
t)recbers to folicit the ^UisfU^e pf the Weft ; tt^ence he 



was to proceed to Cyprus on a particular commiffion ; 
sind laftly, the ambaflador was to dire£i: his courfe 
to Georgia, to receive and conduft the future Etn/» 
prefs ; but while Conftantinc meditated thefe defign^i, 
Amurath was no more 5 Mahomet had fucceeded to 
the Ottoman throne; and the various negociationg 
of the Greek etfiperor 'Osrere intercepted by a Turkilh 
t^^ar, which involved bi$ family and empire in fin^ 

ruin. 



G g 4 CHAP* 



45^ DECLWX AND *AhL OF 



CHAPTER L. 

EIIGN AND CHARACTER OF MAHOMET THE SECOND- 
SIEGE, ASSAUT, AND FINAL CONQUEST, OF COKSTANTINO. 
PLE BY THE TURK&— DEATH OF CONSTANTINE BAUEO- 
JLOGUft. 

Mahomet, during the life oF his father, had 
twice pofltfled, and as often refigned, the Ottoman 
fceptre; [a. d. 1451O ^^ '^^ entrufted with the 
government of Magnefia, when he received the unex- 
pected intelligence of the death of Amurath, and his 
rapid return to Hadrianople awed the mutinous dif- 
poiition of the janizaries ; the fource of fedition was 
quelled by an inftant order for the execution of his 
brothers ; one only, Calapin, efcaped to Rome, was 
baptifed under the name of Calliflus Othomannus, 
and ended an obfcure, but peaceable life, on an eftate 
in Auftria, which had been prefented him by Frederic 
the Third. 

The perfon and charader of the cpnqueror of Coa« 
ftantinople attrads, and even commands our attention, 
Mahomet the Second was early educated in, and zea- 
loufly profefled, the obfervance of the koran } age and 
empire might infenfibly relax his rigid obedience to 
laws of the prophet ; but fo fcrupuloufly were they 
fulfilled at firft by the fon of Amurath, that as often 
as be converled with ^ iniideli ^t purified jiis bands 

mi 
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and face by the legal rites of ablution. Under the 

tuition of the mod Ikilful mafters, he was diftinguifii- 

ed by his rapid progrefs in the paths of knowledge ; 

and to his native tongue were added the acquifition of 

the Arabic^ the Perfian, the Chaldean, the Latin, and 

the Greek languages." Hiftory- and geography, aftro- 

logy and mathematics^ confeffed the variety of his 

literary purfuits ; and his tafle for the arts was difplay- 

ed by his liberal invitation, and reward, of the paint* 

ers of Italy. His fobriety is attefted t>y the filence 

of the Turkifti annals, which accufe, of ihe^ Ottoman 

line, only Soliman the Firft, Selim the Second, and 

Amurath the Fourth, of the vice of drunkennefs ; but 

his third of dominion and of conqueft was unbound* 

ed ; his cruelty, after victory, was often infatiate ; and 

his unnatural lull too frequently diflionoured the no- 

bleft of the captive youth ; with an extenfive territory, 

an immenfe revenue, and an innumerable and well* 

difciplined army, his vidorious career was checked 

by Huniades and Scauderbeg, by the Rhodian knighta 

and the Perfian king. 

• The ambalTadors *of Europe and Ada foon appeared 
td congratulate the accelTion, and folicit the friendihip 
of Mahomet the Second i his language was that of 
peace and moderation. He ratified with fair aflur- 
ances and folemn oaths the treaty with the Greeks, 
and affigned an annual penfion of three hundred thou- 
fand afpers for the maintenance of aii Ottoman prince 
who was detained at his dedre at the Byzantine court; 
but he retrenched with feverity the pomp of his fa« 
(ber's boufehpldj and fbe income^ whi^h had been 
- ' formerly 
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fclvneHy diverted to the kucory of a oooi t, mu r^f 
applied 4a the mainteaancc of the army. He vifitd 
in peri(Xi> and accotnpanM by a for«iidable forct, the 
Afiatic provinces ; and, after humbling the pride, ac- 
f epted the fabmiflion of the faltan of Caramaaia. 

Bat the attention of Mahomet was inceCaOdj fiied 
jgpcoi Conftaatiaople ; he pronounced that nopromifes 
ought to l»nd the faithful againft the incereft and duty 
of their religion ; the imprudence of the Byzantine 
ambafladors afforded him too fair a pretence ; iaftead 
of endeavouring to efcape his c^fervation^ they ob* 
truded themfelves on his notice with clamorous de* 
mands for the payment, and even the increafe of the'^ 
annual flipend ; their tndifcretion was reproved by die 
vizir, a fecret friend to the Chriftians. *^ Ye fbolifii 
<^ and miierable Romans;," faid Calil« *^ we know your 
<' devices, and ye are ignorant of your own danger! 
^< the fcrupulous Amurath is no more ; his throne is 
•< occupied by a young conqueror whom no laws can 
^ bind, and no obftacles can refift ; and if you efcape 
*^ from his hands, give praife to the divine clemencyi 
^ whicb yet delays the chaftifement of your fins. 
.^ Why do you feek to affright us by vain and indireS 
♦« menaces ? Releafe the fugitive Orchan, crown him 
** fultan of Romania ; call the Hungarians from be- 
^ yond the Danube ; arm againft us the nations of 
** the Weft ; and be affured that you will only pro- 
^^ voke and precipitate your own downfall }'^ but tht 
ftern language of the vizir was effaced by the courte« 
ovis fpeeches of Mahomet. He promifed on his return 
to Hadrianople to (edrefs the grievances of ti^e .Greeks; 
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tHilt be h^d fcarcc paffed &e fleUefp^nt, before he 

iffued an order to ftop their penfiofl, and rrfolvcd td 

jereA a drotig c^tftle on the fide of the BoCjAorus, 

feciijg a ifortificadoB on the Afiatk: ihore, which had 

beea raifed by bis grandfather. On a Ipot called 

ACboiaton, -only five miles diftant from the'Gr<eek 

capital, a dioAifand m^ons were direded to aflemfale 

In the enfuing fpring. In vain did the amhafladtu's 

of the eoiperor reprefent [that this double fortificadon 

was a violation of the treaty; thatit would command 

the ftreight, inlicrrupt the trade of the nations of the 

Weft, and intercept, at difcretiosi, the fubfiftence of 

Conftantinople. ** I form no ^nterprife/^ replied the 

perfidious fultao, ^^ againft the city ; but the empire 

^^ of Conftj^tinople is meafufed by her walls. Have 

f« you forgot the diftrefs. to which my father was re- 

«^ duced, when you formed a league with the Hun- 

f« garians ; when they invaded our country by land, 

** and the Hellefpont was occupied by the French 

V gallies ? Araurath was compelled to force the 

f * paffage of the Bofphorus ; and your ftrength was 

f ^ not equal to your malevolence. I was then a child 

f< at Hadrianople; the Moflems trembled; and for 

f ^ awhile the Infidels infulted our difgrace* But when 

f* my father had triumphed in the field of Warna, he 

*' vowed to ereft a fort on the weftern fhore, and that 

** vow it is my duty to accomplifli. Have ye the 

?* right, have ye the power, to control my aftious oa 

^^ my own ground ? for that ground // my own : as 

?f far as the (bores of the Bofphorus, Afia is inhabited 

f' by the Turks, and Europe is dcferted by the Ro- 

^* mans. 
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'^ mans. Return, and inform your kmg^ that the 
^^ prefent Qttoman is far different from his predecef- 
*« fors ; that bis refolutions furpafs their withes ; and 
*^ that be performs more than they could refolve. 
** Return in fafety— but the next who delivers a 
*^ fimibr meflfage may expeft to be flayed alive.'' 
Conftantine> after this declaration^ would have uo- 
iheathed the fword ; but be was difluaded by his mi* 
iiifters» who advifed him by patience to brand the 
Ottoman with the guilt of an aggreflbr, and to clepeod 
upon chance and time for the fafety of the city» and 
for the deftruflion of the hoftile fort. 

On the twenty-fifth of March the appointed fpot of 
of Afomaton was crouded with TurkiQi artificers ; the 
fortrefs was built in a triangular form ; each angle was 
flanked by a ftrong and maffy tower ; one on the de- 
clivity of the hill, two along the fea-(hore. [a. d. 
'45^-3 A thicknefs of twenty-two feet was afligned 
for the walls, thirty for the towers ; and the whole 
building was covered with a folid platform of lead. 
The Greek emperor had folicited a Turkifli guard to 
proted the fields of his fubjeds; but the orders that 
guard received^ was to turn the horfes and mules of 
the camp into the paflures of the Romans, and to de« 
fend their brethren, if moleded by the Infidels. Such 
in(lru£tions could not fail to embroil the two nations ; 
and feveral, on both fides, were flain in a tumultuous 
conflict. Mahomet received with joy the cojoiplaints 
of his fubjedts ; a nuoierous detachment was fent to 
S^venge their pretended injuries ; the gates oiF Conftan- 
tijiople were Ibut^ and all further intercourfe pre- 
cluded. 
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eluded. The emperor was yet defirous of averting the 
menaced dettrudion ; he releaftd the Turjcifli captives, 
and expreifed in a lad letter the refignation of a Chrif* 
tian, and th6 fortitude of a foldien **- Since neither 
*^ oathsi nor treaty, nor fubmiffion, can fecure peace, 
** purfue," faid he to Mahomet, ^* your impious war-. 
^ fare. My truft is in God alone ; if it (hould pleafe 
^^ him to mollify your heart, I (hall rejoice in the 
** happy change : if he delivers the city into your 
** hands, I fubmit without a murmur to his holy will }. 
*' but until the judge of the earth fliall pronounce be- 
** tween us, it is my dwty to live and die in the defence 
** of my people*'* The fultan's anfwer was hoftiie, 
and decifive ; his fortifications were completed ; and 
be demanded a tribute from the Ihips of every nation 
which pafled within reach of his cannon. A Venetian 
veffel firft prefumed to refufe ; (he was funk by a 
Cngle ball; the mafter and crew deferred their fate 
by entering their boats ; but they were dragged ia 
chains to the Porfe^ and on refufing to profefs the 
faith of Mahomet, their chief was impaled alive, and 
his companions beheaded. 

While the fon of Amurath confumed his weary 
hours at Hadrianople, his eyes and thoughts were con- 
tinually direfted towards the capital of the Greeks. 
The friendfhip of Calil, the grand vizir, for the Chrif- 
tians, had branded him with the. name of Gabour 
Ortachi, or fofter-brother to the Infidels; and.hi$ 
avarice had engaged him in a treafonable correfpond- 
cnce, which,' after the condulion of the war, wasde- 
te£ted andpuniihed. In the middle of (he night he. 
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wa« fummoncd to attend' Kiis rtjyjrP maftef ; he fMi 

cop full of gold, haftened to tfic psrbce, and ptefcnteJ, 

, . according to the oufVom of the Eaft',' His offarng of 

gratitude. " It is nor my wiffl,'* faid UlakHoiftcf, **to 

•* refume my giftr> but rather to heap and multiply 

•* them on thy head. In my turn I afk a prefentfar 

** more valuable and . important ; — Conlhintinople.*' 

As fdon as the vizir had recovered from hi^ furprife, 

•• the fame God," faid he, ** who has already given 

• thee fo large a portion of the Roman empire, will 

^ not deny the reninant, and the capital; His^ provi- 

•* dence, and thy power, affure thy fbccefs; andmy- 

•• felf, with the reft pf thy faithful flkve^^ willTacriiice 

••' our livesand fortunes." " Lala,*' (or preceptor) con- 

dhued'the fultan^ ^ do you fee- this pillow? all the 

«* night, in my agitation, I have pulled it on one fide 

•• and the other j I have rifeil from my bed, again 

«• have I laid down j yet ffeep has not vifitfed my 

•* weary eyes. Beware oF the gold and filvtt of the 

^ Romans ; in arms we are fuperior ; arid with the 

•« aid' of God, and the prayers of the prophet; wefcall 

<« fpeedily become matters of Coflftatltlflople.'' With 

a fimilar ardour he prtffed' a founds of cantjon, a 

Dane, or Hungarian, who, almoft ftarwd in the'Greek 

fervice, had deferted to the Mbflems. *** Am I able to 

** caft a cannon capable of throwing a ball, orftooei 

*• of fufficient fize, to batter the walls of Gonftantfiio- 

•• pie ?** ** I am not ignorant/' anfwered the rena* 

gado, " of their ftrcngth J but were they mbrcfoKd 

^^ than thofe of Babylon, I could oppofe an engine of 

^ fuperior power : the petition and managemefli of 

3t *1^ 



••^ that engiQe muft te left to^ your engJocerA.'* 'Emm 
afoundery at Hadrianople^ Urban. produced a fncceof 
brafs ordnance> the bor« of which- meaAired twelve 
palms, aod the fione ball weighed^ above' fix hundred 
potinds. On. the firft experiment^; a proclamatioa 
was iflued to admonllh the people againd the effis£b of 
adonifliment and. fear. The explofion was felt in a 
circuit of an hundred furlongft ; the ball was driven 
above a mile, and on the fpot where it fell, burtediit« 
felf above a fathom deep in. the ground. 

While the fultan was affiduouily employed in hoftil^ 
preparations, the emperor importuned the printse^ ol 
the Weft with fruitlefs folicitations. The Roman 
pontiff was hardened againft the Greeks by their obftf- 
nacy and falfehood) and if in their lad exigency h« 
yielded to the di&ates of companion, his fupport was 
tardy and ineffedual ; and Conflantinople was takca 
before the fleets of Venice and Genoa had failed from 
their refpedive harbours. The princes of the Greek 
iflands and the Morea aSeded to preferve an impolitic 
neutrality,, and the^Genoefe* of Galata were deceived* 
by. the fultan with the hope, that their colony might 
furvive the fall of the empire* A. crowd of timid ple<i 
beians fled the devoted city, and the fears of the vulgar, 
were fanSioned by, the example of the noblej that 
wealth which might have defended the freedom and» 
religion. of Conftantinople, was cautioufly fecreted by/ 
its owners^ and. the inconfiderate avarice of the Greek* 
denied; to the entreaties of their prince, the treafure«. 
they were, foon compelled to yield to the menaces of 
theit enemies.:; yet Gonftantine, indigent and deferted,. 

ihrunk 
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ibrank not from the approtching peril ; and if his 
ftrength was inadequate to the conteft, his mind, at 
lead, was equal to the danger. 

Early in the fpring, the towns and villages which 
yet acknowledged the jurifdt^ion of the^ Greeks, were 
overwhelmed by a torrent of Turks. The inhabitants 
of Selybrta alone had fortitude enough to hazard a 
refiftance, and while they were preffed by land, they 
boldly launched their boats, pillaged the oppofite (bore 
of Cyzicus, and fold their captives in the public 
market ; [a. o. 1453.] ^"^ ^^^7 yielded on the ap- 
proach of Mahomet ; and the Turkifh fulcan pitched 
his ftandard before the gate of Sr. Romanus, and, on 
the fixth of April, invefted Conftantinopie with two 
hundred and fifty-eight thoufand men. 

The motley crew of mechanics and priefts, of 
women, and of men inferior to women in courage, 
which ftill inhabited Conftantinople, might amount 
to one hundred thoufand ; but on a diligent furvey 
only four thoufand nine hundred and feventy citizens 
were to be found able and willing to bear arms, and 
worthy of the name of Romans* Thefe were rein. 
forced by two thoufand ftrangers, under the command 
of John Jufliniani, a noble Genoefe, whofe hopes of 
viflory were animated by the promifed recompenfe of 
the ifle of Lemnos. A ftrong chain was drawn acrofs 
the mouth of the harbour. The Chriftian fhips, 
which fucceffively arrived, were detained for the public 
fervice ; and a city, which extended thirteen or fixteen 
miles, was defended by feven or eight thoufand fol- 
diers, againft the united power of the Ottoman empire. 
4t The 
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The diftrds of Conftantme rerived the idea of aa 
anion mth the Latims^ which had been renoimced be«< 
fore the death of bis .brother John Palscologus* His 
ambafladors were inftru£led to declare th^t temporal 
aid would be followed by fpiritual obedience. Six 
months before the final capture of Conftantinople, 
cardinal Ifidore was difpatched by pope l^^colas the ^ 
Fifth with a retinue of prtefis and foldiert $ in die 
church of Str. Sophia, the two nations joined in the 
communion of facrifice ^d prayer i \^a. d. 1454. 
Dec] but the Greeks beheld with horror this reli- 
gioQs union ; the church which had been polluted by 
the miniflfy of a Latin prieft was inftantly defertedf 
the frantic peo{de abjured all communion with the 
prefent or future affbciatefr of the Latkis, and Lucas 
Notaras, the great duke, was heard to declare that b* 
had rather behold in Conftantioopte the tvitbm of 
Mahomet, than the pope's tiara, or A cardinal's hat. 

In the beginning of the fiege, the Greeks had boldly 
fallied from the walls, but prudence foon foggefted 10 
them to hufband their fcanty forces. Yet the tdltin* 
teers, infpired by their heroic emperor, difj^ayed the 
virtue and courage of ancient Romans, smd the auxi- 
liaries maintained that martial reputation which had 
been acquired by the warriors of the Weft. The 
Turkilh artillery was fuperior to that of the Chriftians; 
their ftock of gunpowder daily diminiflied, and they 
feared to plant on the walls their heavy camion, left 
the aged ftru£ture ibould be overthrown by the ex« 
plofion. The Moflems had already pufiied their ap- 
proaches to the ditch $ . but their attempts during day 

VoL.n. Hh to 
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to fill die enormous chafm^ were fhiltnted by the 
Bightly toil of the Chriftians ; the iktU of the miners 
was baffled by the rocky foil ; but a wooden tunet 
was fuccefsfully advanced towards the walls. It was 
proteded by a three-fold covering of bull's hides ; 
ipceflant voilies were fecurely fired from the loopholes; 
and the height of it enabled the befiegers to combat 
hand to hand with (he befieged on the rampart. The 
tower of St. Romanus was overthrown ; and though 
the Turks were repulfed at night, yet they hoped in 
the morning to renew the combat with decifive ad- 
vantage ; but at dawn of day the fultan beheld vith 
aftonifliment the perfevering valour and kbours of 
the befi^ed ; each moment of darknels had been im- 
proved with aAivity by the emperor and Juftiniani; 
axtfi by the return of light, the wooden turret was re- 
duced to aihesj the ditch cleared and reftored, and the 
tower of St. Romanus again ftrong and entire. 

On the firft apprehenfion of a fiege, Conftantine 
had negociated, in the ifles of the Archipelago, the 
Morea, and Sicily, the moft indifpenfible fupplies; 
five (hips, one of whigh bore the imperial flag, and 
the four others that of Genoa, failed from the harbour 
of Chios for the fervice of the capit^. They paffed 
with a ftrong and favourable gale thiough the Helleff 
pont and the Proponds ; but^ the city was already in- 
vefted by fea and land, and the Turkifh fleet, in the 
fprm of a aefcent^ ftretcbed from fliore to fliore, at 
the entrance of the Bo(phorus, The five Cbriftian 
ibips continued their courfe with cheerful fhouts, 
a|;ainft ^, hoAilis force of three hundred veflels; the 
^ ' rampart, 
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tampart^ the camp, the coafts of Europe artd Afia, 
were ctouded with innumerable fpedators, who anxi- 
oufly awaited the event of this momentotis fuccouf « 
But the fleet of the Moflems, except eighteen gallies 
of fome force^ confided of open boats^ their failors 
were aukward, and the Janizaries trembled on an 
element to which they bad never been accu((Qmed# 
The Ghriftian fquadron was manned by the veterans 
of Italy and Greece, long pra^tifed in the arts and 
perils of the fea ; their weight fcattered the obftacles 
that impeded theu* paflage ; their artillery fwept th# 
waters ; and their liquid fire was poured on the heads 
of their adverfaries. In two different ^ttaeks the 
Turks were repulfed with lofs ; the voice and prefencd 
of Mahomet on the beach urged them to a third at- 
tempt; the paflions of his foul, the gefturesof bis 
body, feemed to imitate the actions of the combatants $ 
and with a fearlefs and impotent effort the hfiughty 
Muflulman fpurred his.horfe into the fea ; but he was 
compelled to behold the reiterated defeats of his fub« 
jedls ; the fleet of the Moflems fled in diforder to the 
fhores of Afia and Europe, while the Cbrlfttan fqua^ 
dron fteered triumphant along the Bofphorus^ and 
fecurely anchored within the chain of the harbour. 

As long as the fea was open to the Greeks, the re- 
dudion of the city appeared to be hopelefi* The 
geiuus of Mahomet conceived the bold defign' of tranf- 
porting his ' lighter velTels by land about ten miles^ 
from the Bofphorus to the higher part of the harbour. 
The Genoef^of Galata, who might have impeded the 
paflage, ftill flattered themfelves with the idea of avert- 
ing their deftrudipn by fubmiflion. A level way was 
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covered by ftroiig and foHd planks, and thetevrere 
rendered more fli{^)ery by the hx of flieep ]ind oxen. 
Fonrficore light gallies and brigantines were fuccef&Tely 
arranged upon rollers, and drawn forward by the 
power of men and pullies : in one night they accom* 
pliflied this novel voyage, and were lamiched from the 
declivity into the (hallow waters of the harbour, far 
above the mdeftadon of the deeper veflels of the 
Greeks. As foon as Mahomet bad occupned the 
upper harbour, he conftruAed, in the narroweft part, 
a mole of fifty cubits in breadth, and one hundred 
in length, and mounted on it one of bis largeft can* 
non ; in an attempt to deftroy the unfiniihed works, 
the foremoft galliots of the Greeks were fimk or taken; 
forty gallant Chriftian youths were inhumanly mafla- 
cred by the command of the fiiltan, and Conftantine 
could only avenge their £ite by expofing from the 
walls the heads of two hundred and fixty Muffiil- 
men* 

A fiege of forty days proclaimed the approaching 
ruin of Conftantinople ; the breaches were incrcafed, 
the garrifon was diminiflied, and the remnsmt of 
Chriftian ftrength was impaired by difcord. The Ge« 
noefe and Venetian auxiliaries aflerted the pre-emi« 
nence of their refpedive fervice; and Juftiniani and 
Lucas Notaras mutually accufed each other of coward- 
ice and treachery. The twenty-ninth of May was 
fixed by the fultan, and was fandioned by his favourite 
fcience of aftrology, for the fatal and final aflaub. 
The derviflies proclaimed to thofe who fhould fall in 
the holy enterprife immortal youth amidft the rivers 
and gardens of paradife, and in the embraces of the 
2 black- 
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black-eyed virgins. The fultan promifed the temporal 
incentive of double pay. ^ The city and the build- 
*' ings," faid Mahomet, " are mine ; but I^refign to 
" your valour the captives and the fpoil, the treafures 
'^ of gold and beauty: be rich and be happy. Many 
*' are the provinces of my empire ; the intrepid fol- 
*^ dier ^ho firfl: afcends the walls of Conftantinople, 
" Ihall be rewarded with the government of the faireft 
<^ and mod wealthy ; and my gtatitude fhall accumu^ 
'^ late his honours and his fortunes above the meafure 
**of his own hopes.'* Such potent motives diffufed 
among the Turks a general ardour> and the camp 
refounded with the fliouts of ♦' God is God ! there is 
*' but one God, and Mahomet is the apodle of God!*^ 

The minds of the Chriftians were agitated with far 
different paflions ; defp^air and fear by turns occupied 
their bofoms ; the nobleft of the youths were fum- 
moned by Palssologus to the imperial palace, and he 
vainly attempted to iafufe into their minds the hope to' 
which he bimfelf was a ftranger. Yet this band of 
warriors was animated by the example of their prince ; 
with a few faithful companions, the emperor entered 
the dome of St. Sophia, and devoutly received the 
facvament of the holy communion ; he folicited the 
pardon of thofe whom he might have injured ; and 
after a few moments repofe in the palace, he mounted 
his horfe to vifit the guards, and explore the motions 
of the enemy. 

The forenM>ft ranks of the Moflems confifted of a 
various crowd, without order or difcipline, but inflam- 
ed with the fpirit of enthufiafm; the Greeks were 
fatigued with the i&ceiTant flaughter, and the ditch 

was 
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was filled \^ith the innumerable bodies of the aflailanfs. 
To thefe fucceeded the more regular troops of Anato- 
lia and Romania, led on by their refpedive balhaws ; 
but the Chriftians ftill maintained their fuperiority; 
and the voice of the emperor was heard exhorting his 
companions and fubjeds by a laft effort to atchieve the 
deliverance of their country; but in the moment of 
laffitttde, the Janizaries rofe freih and vigorous, and 
poured the fury of their arms on their faint and feeble 
opponents* The tide of battle was impelled by the 
fultan himfelfy who on horfeback, with an iron mace 
in his handy reproved the tardy, and applauded the 
ardent. A bullet or arrow had pierced the gauntlet 
of John Juftiniani, and the wounded chief withdrew 
from his ftation. His retreat was perceived by the 
emperor : *' Your wound/' exclaimed Palasologus, 
^* is flight ; the danger is prefling ; your prefence i> 
^* neceflary j and whither will you retire !** *' I wiB 
•* retire,'' faid the trembling Genoefe, ** by the fame 
•* roadwhich God has opened to the Turks/* Atthefe | 
words he pafled through a breach of the inner walls, 
and facrificed his honour to preferve at Galata a few 
hours of life, embittered by his own refleftions, and 
the reproach of the public. 

His ezatnple was io^itated by the greateft part of 
the Latin auxiliaries ; and the defence became every 
moment more ilack, and the aflault more vigorous. 
Haflan, the janizaty, was the firft who mounted the 
walls, and deferved the reward of the fultan. A 
crowd of Turks impetuoufly fucceeded; and the 
Greeks driven from the rampart were overwhelmed by 
increafing multitudes. The remnant of the nobks 
9 ftill 
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ftill fought round the perfon of the emperor ; his 
mournful exclamation was beards <^ Cannot there be 
** found a Chriftian to cut oflF my head !" His laft 
fear was that of falling alive into the hands of the In- 
fidels. He had before prudently cad away the purple ; 
in the confufion of the attack, he !fell by an unknown 
hand ; his body was buried under a monument of flain, 
and was difcovered by the golden eagles embroidered 
on his (hoes. With his life reuftance expired ; the 
Turks poured in on every fide ; the walls which had 
defied the Goths, which had redded the united force of 
the Avars and the Perfians, now yielded to the fuperior 
enthufiafm of the Modems ; and the race of Othman, 
the difciples of Mahomet, edablifhed their govern- 
ment and their religion in the palace and the churches 
'which had been founded by Condantine. 



BT the capture of Condantinople, and the death of 
the lad of the Caefars, the Roman empire might be 
confidered as extinguidied. The defpots of the Morea, 
Demetrius and Thomas the two furviving brothers of 
Palasologus, defcended from their tottering thrones, 
refigned their ^fceptres to the TurkiQi conqueror, and 
fubmitted to acknowledge his clemency, and dumber 
through life in a date of fervile dependence. The 
lofty genius of Mahomet afpired to the conqued of 
Italy; but his dreams of dominion were diflipated by 
the fummons of death, and ancient Rome was pro- 
bably prefer ved, by his feafonable fate, from the 
menaced yoke of the Moflem vigors. 

Pope Sixtus had already prepared to abandon the 

venerable 
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venerable city ; he wis faved from a difgraceful flight 
beyond the Alps by the welcome intelligence that Ma- 
hornet the Second was no more. The authority of 
the Roman pontiffs was foon confirmed by habit and 
opinion ; but the feat of their government had -equally 
fuffered from thehoftile enterprifes of the chriftians and 
barbarians^ and tiine and nature had mutually confpired 
againft the ancient miftrefs of the Roman world. In 
the fourteenth century her temples were proftrate, ber 
columns broken, her ilatues overthrown; the lofty 
capitoly the feat of heroes and of demi-gods> was over- < 
grown by vines and brambles ; and the Foruimt where 
the Roman people enafted their laws and elected their 
magiftrate8> was allotted to the purpofes of vegeta- 
tion, or portioned into flies, and polluted by the moil 
filthy of the aninul creation. In the fifteenth and fix- 
ceenth centuries the revenues and attention of Julius 
the Second, Leo the Tenth, and Sixtus the Fifth, were 
dire&ed to revive and emulate the labours of anti- 
quity: The fallen columns were once more ereded; 
three of the eleven aquedufts were carefully explored 
and repaired, and new temples and palaces were de- 
corated by the pencil of Raphael and. the chiflel of 
Michael Angelo* Even after the lapfe of fo many r& 
Tolving centuries, Rome dill attracts the prefence and 
commands the admiration of the learned and curious 
traveller ; he views with rapture' the glowipg figures 
of the fculptor and the painter, he gazes with aftoniih- 
ment on the ftupendous works of ancient magnificence, 
and traces with devout veneration the footfleps of 
heroes and of conful^ 
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